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lJNSlfRUN ADI (:inicilik Sanah 

OiGER ADLARI 

KISA TANIMI 

Geleneksel TUrk sanatlanndan olan <;:ini. 16. ylizy!lda iznik <;:inikri ile zirveye ula~m1~ ve genellikle mimari 
yaprlarm (cami. ko:;;k, saray, ~te:;;me . tiirbe vb) i~Y ve d1~ sLislemelerinde kullandml$ bir seramik tiirudi.ir. 
<;ini yap1mmda kuvars. cam tozu ve kil kullamhr. Bu malzemeler fmnlan1p ogiitiildiikten sonra hamur haline 
getirilip ~ekil verilir ve ~e;;itli a~amalardan sonra en son fmnda pi~irilir. 
<;ini sanat1, dmar <;:inileri (Ka;;i) ve k.ullanma seramikleri (Evani) olmak Uzere ikiye a)rthr. Kullanm1 
scramiklerinin belli ba:;;ldan: tabak. vazo. kupa, kase, siirahi. bardak ve benzeridir. 
Kullanllan renk ve desenleri nedeniyle belirli donemlere damgas1111 vuran ~ini sanat1 giinlimiizde 
belirli kentlerle a111l1r olrnu~tur . Usta-<;:Jrak ili~kisiyle aktanm1 sUrrni.i:;;. ekonomik bir boyut kazanmasryla 
da canlrl!k kazanm1~t1r. 
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REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 
MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND TOURISM 

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF RESEARCH AND TRAINING 

THE FORM OF ICH NATIONAL INVENTORY OF TURKEY 

Brief Description of 
the Element 

The Art of Cini-Making 

<;ini, one of Turkish Traditional Arts, is a kind of ceramic that has reached its peak by iznik tiles in the 16th 
century and generally used in interior and exterior decoration of architecture (mosques, mansions, palaces, 
fountains, tombs, etc.). Quartz, glass powder and clay are used in <;ini making. After baking and grinding 
process, these materials are brought into a paste and shaped. After some other process, lastly, these shaped 
items are baked in the kiln again. 
The traditonal art of <;ini is divided into two segments as wall tiles (Ka~i) and usage ceramics (Evani). Plates, 

mugs, bowls, pitchers and cups are main usage ceramics. 
Hitting the mark on certain periods in the history by the colors and patterns used in it, the art of 9ini has 
referred with some specific cities so far. Its transmission has continued by a master-apprentice 
by gaining an economic dimension, it has been enhanced. 
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T.C 
KULTUR VE TURiZM BAKANLIG/ 

ARA$TIRMA VE EGiTiM GENEL MUDURL0G0 
SOMUTOLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS YA$AYAN iNSAN HAZiNELERi (Y.i.H) ENVANTER Fi$i 

Adt-Soyadt: Mehmet GURSOY SOKUM Alam/lart: El Sanatlan Gelenegi 

Unvam/Mahlast:- icra Ettigi Unsur ve Unsurun Envanter Numarast: <;inicilik-01.0029 

Dogum Tarihi: 1950 YiH ilan Edildigi Tarih:26/ll/2010 

ikamet Yeri/Yerleri: Kutahya YiH Envanter Numarast: 02.00012 

icra Durumu: 
Aktif: rgj 
Pasif: 0 {Sebebi: .............................................................................................................................................................. ) 

Ya~ayan insan Hazinesi Hakkmda 

1950 ytlmda Denizli'de dOnyaya gelen Mehmet GOrsoy, 10 ya§mda iken ailesiyle bir1ikte KOtahya'ya ta§tndt ve Turk gini ve 
seramik sanatmm onemli merkezlerinden biri olan bu §ehirde egitimini tamamladt. GOrsoy'un c;:ini sanatt ile profesyonel olarak 
ilgilenmeye ba§lamast KOtahya yakmlarmda ki.igi.ik bir koyde ilkokul ogretmeni olarak yalt§ttgt 1975 ytltna rastlamaktadtr. 
Kotahya'da gini ve seramik sanatmm kan kaybettigi bir donemde bu sanata goni.il veren ve onun ya§attlmast igin yalt§maya 
karar veren Gi.irsoy, Cini sanatmtn inceliklerini ogrenmek igin gok saytda eser incelemi§ ve lstanbul'da Ytldtz Porselen 
Fabrikast'nm yoneticisi olan Prof. Dr. Muhsin Demironat'tan ozel ders almt§ttr. Mehmet Gi.irsoy, Turk gini sanatmda c;:agtmtztn 
en onemli temsilcilerinden biri olarak bilinmektedir. lznik gini i.islubuyla ozel olarak ilgilenen sanatgt, kendi deyimiyle "lznik 
c;:iniciliginin yeniden ke§fedilmesinde" rol almak amactyla kaybolan orijinal renkler ve teknikler i.izerinde ara§ttrmalar yapmaya 
ba§lamt§tlr. 38 ytldtr lznik i.islubunda eserler i.ireten sanatgtmn en dikkat c;:ekici ozelliklerinden birisi geleneksel kompozisyonlan 
kendi yorumuyla uygulamastdtr. 

Mehmet Gi.irsoy, Ti.irk gini sanatmm sakinligi, ahengi, denge ve zarafetini eserlerine yanSttmayt ba§aran ender ustalardandtr. 
Yurt ic;:i ve yurt dt§mda elliden fazla sergi ac;:an, eserleri pek c;:ok mOze ve koleksiyonda sergilenen sanatgt, bugi.ine kadar hem 
kendi atolyesinde hem de ginicilik dersi verdigi Dumlupmar Oniversitesi'nde yi.izlerce <;:trak ve ogrenci yeti§tirmi§tir. Sanatgt 
1986 ythnda di.izenlenen Uluslararast Cini Sempozyumu'nda vazo ve tabak dahnda birincilik, pano dalmda ikincilik kazanmt§ttr. 
Eserleri, di.inyanm pek gok i.ilkesinde, Ti.irk elgiliklerinde, ozel koleksiyonlarda ve mi.izelerde sergilenen Mehmet Gi.irsoy, 2010 
ythnda gergekle§tirilen bir torenle Ki.iltor ve Turizm Bakanhgt tarafmdan Ya§ayan lnsan Hazinesi ilan edilmi§tir. Ya§ayan lnsan 
Hazinesi ilan edilmenin verdigi onurun ve bunun yi.ikledigi sorumlulugun farkmda oldugunu stkhkla dile getiren sanatgt, 
atolyesinin kaptlanm yerlilerin yam stra yabanct gtraklara da agarak hem bu sanatm ya§attlmastna ve tamttlmasma hem de 
ki.iltorlerarast bart§ ve diyaloga katktda bulunmaya devam etmektedir. 

Mehmet Giirsoy 
<;:ini Ustas1 
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REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 

MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND TOURISM 

DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF RESEARCH AND TRAINING 

THE FORM OF /CH LIVING HUMAN TREASURES INVENTORY (L.H. T) OF TURKEY 

Name-Surname: Mr. Mehmet GURSOY /CH DOMAiN(S): Traditional Craftsmanship 

Appellation/ Pseudonym:- Related Element-Number of National Inventory: Art of <;ini-Making-01.0029 

Date of Birth: 1950 Date of the His/Her Living Human Treasure Proclamation: 26/11/2010 

City(ies) of His Residence: Kutahya LH. T Inventory Number: 02.0012 

His/Her Performing Status: 
Active: [8] 
Passive: D (Reason: ........................ ) 

About Mehmet GURSOY 

Born in Denizli in 1950, Mehmet Gi.irsoy moved to Ki.itahya with his family at the age of ten. He completed his education in this 
city, which is an important center for Turkish ceramic arts. Gi.irsoy developed a professional interest in art of ~ini in 1975 when 
he worked as an elementary school teacher in a small village near Ki.itahya. At a time when the art of ~i ni in Ki.itahya were 
fading, Gi.irsoy devoted himself to this craft and decided to try and keep it alive. He examined countless works to learn the 
subtleties of the art of ~ini and took private lessons from Prof. Dr. Muhsin Demironat, the director of the Y1ld1z Porcelain Factory 
in Istanbul. Today, Mehmet Gi.irsoy is recognized as an important representative of Turkish traditional art of ~ini. The craftsman 
took a special interest in the lznik ceramic style and began studying the original colors and techniques, which were being lost, 
so that he could, in his own words, play a role "in the rediscovery of lznik ceramic arts." One of the most remarkable 
characteristics of this craftsman, who has produced works in the lznik style for 38 years, is how he executed traditional 
compositions with his own touch. Gi.irsoy is one of those rare craftsmen who have succeeded in reflecting the calmness, 
harmony, balance and elegance of ~ini art in his works. 

The craftsman has held more than fifty exhibitions both at home and abroad and presented his works in numerous museums 
and collections. He has also trained hundreds of apprentices and students both in his own workshop and at Dumlupmar 
University, where he teaches a ceramics class. At the International Ceramics Symposium held in 1986, he placed first in the 
vase and plate category and second in the panel category. Mehmet Gi.irsoy has exhibited his works in Turkish embassies, 
private collections, and museums in many countries around the world. He was proclaimed a Living Human Treasure by the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism in a ceremony organized in 2010. The craftsman frequently voices his awareness of the honor 
bestowed upon him by being proclaimed a Living Human Treasure and the responsibility that this entails. He has opened the 
doors of his workshop to apprentices from Turkey and abroad, continues to help promote and keep this art alive and 
contributes to intercultural peace and dialogue. 

Mehmet GORSOY 



T.C 
KULTUR VE TURiZM BAKANLIGI 

ARA$TIRMA VE EGiTiM GENEL M0D0RL0G0 
SOMUTOLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS YA$AYAN iNSAN HAZiNELERi (Y.i.H} ENVANTER Fi$i 

SOKOM Alam/lart: El Sanatlan Gelenegi Adt-Soyadt: S1tk1 OLc;AR 

Unvam/Mahlast: -

Dogum Tarihi: 1948 

icra Ettigi Unsur ve Unsurun Envanter Numarast: <;inicilik-01.0029 

YiH ilan Edildigi Tarih:14/01/2010 

ikamet Yeri/Yerleri: Ki.itahya YiH Envanter Numarast: 02.0006 

icra Durumu: 
Aktif:D 
Pasif: l:g] (Sebebi: 2010 tarihinde vejat etti.) 

Ya§ayan insan Hazinesi Hakkmda 

Yuzlerce isimsiz buyOk ~ini ustasmm yeti~tigi KOtahya'da 1948 y1hnda dogan S1tk1 Ol~r. hayat1 boyunca ~inicilige bOyOk bir 
tutku ve ozveriyle baglanm1~tlr. Bir roportajmda "Benim astl ustam Kutahya'nm kendisidir." diyen sanat~1, bu sozleriyle 
sanatmm ye~erdigi kokleri de vurgulamaktad1r. Bununla birlikte, sadece dogdugu topraklann geleneksel izlerini degil ~ini 

sanatmm beslendigi tarihi ve cografi kokleri de sanatma yans1tmay1 hedefleyen Ol~r. bu ama~la Anadolu'da uygulanan 
binlerce y1lhk desen ve formlan lznik, KOtahya ve <;anakkale ~ini ve seramik sanatmm geleneksel uslubuna uyarlayarak yeni 
tasanm elde etmi~tir. Ol~r. 1973 y1hnda Osmanft 9ini adm1 verdigi kendi atolyesini kurarak ta~land1rd1Q1 ustahk hayatmda 
pek ~ok ~ini ve seramik ustas1 yeti9tirmi~tir ve ozellikle 1980 y1lmdan itibaren, yurt i~i ve yurt d19mda a~t1g1 ~ok say1da sergiyle 
Turk ~ini ve seramik sanatmm tanmmasmda onemli katk1larda bulunmu9tur. 1986 y1hnda Yunanistan'm Volos 9ehrinde 
ger~ekle~tirilen S.Balkan Olkeleri El Sanatlan Sergisi'nde Olkemizi temsil eden Ol~ar'm sadece "S1tkl" olarak imzaladiQI yap1tlan 
ozel koleksiyon ve mOzelerde yer almaktad1r. Aynca pek ~ok mimari yap1da onun imzasm1 ta91yan eserle kar~1la~mak 
mumkOndOr. 

S1tk1 Ol~ar, sanat hayat1 boyunca Geleneksel KOtahya ve lznik ~ini omekleri ile <;anakkale seramiklerini modernize etmi~ ve 
bunlara, yeni bir bak1~ a~1s1 ve yorumla dikkat ~ekmi~tir. Gelenege yaslanarak modern tasanmlar yapan boylece binlerce y1lhk 
Anadolu mirasm1 gOnOmOzOn estetik anlay1~1yla ya9atan sanat~mm ~ini ve seramik sanatma saglad1g1 en onemli katk1; 
kaybolmu9 tekniklere yonelik deneysel ~h9malar yapmas1, 

Geleneksel teknik ve Osluplan ya~atmaya ~~~~mas1 ve belki de en onemlisi gelenegin getirdigi temel ozellikleri bozmadan 
kendi Oslubunu yaratmas1 olmu9tur. Bu katk1lanndan dolay1 , 14 Ocak 2010 tarihinde KOitOr ve Turizm Bakanhg1 tarafmdan 
Ya§ayan lnsan Hazinesi ilan edilen S1tk1 Ol~r. "a/maktan onur duydugunu" soyledigi bu odOIO ald1ktan birka~ ay sonra 15 
Kas1m 2010 tarihinde vefat etmi9tir. 

Sttk1 Ol~ar {1948-2010) 
!;:ini Ustas1 



REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 
MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND TOURISM 

DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF RESEARCH AND TRAINING 
THE FORM OF /CH LIVING HUMAN TREASURES INVENTORY (L.H. T} OF TURKEY 

/CH DOMAiN{S): Traditional Craftsmanship Name-Surname: Mr. S1tk1 OLc;AR 

Appellation/ Pseudonym: -

Date of Birth: 1948 

Related Element-Number of National Inventory: Art of c;ini-Making-01.0029 

Date of the His/Her Living Human Treasure Proclamation: 14/01/2010 

City(ies) of His Residence: KGtahya L.H. T Inventory Number: 02.0006 

His/Her Performing Status: 
Active:D 
Passive: I:8J (Reason: He died in 201.0.} 

About S1tk1 OLC;AR 

Born in 1948 in Kutahya, where hundreds of nameless c;ini masters were trained, S1tk1 Olc;ar was passionate in his life-long 
devotion to c;ini-making. In one interview, he said, "My real teacher is actually Kiitahya itself, " thereby emphasizing the roots 
from which the craft has grown. Olc;ar's aim was to reflect not just the traditional influences of the land in which he was born but 
also the historic and geographical roots that nourished the ceramic arts. Therefore, he created a new style by adapting patterns 
and forms used in Anatolia for thousands of years to the traditionallznik, Ki.itahya and <;anakkale styles of c;ini arts. 

The crowning accomplishment of his career as a master craftsman came in 1973 when Oh;:ar established his own workshop, 
which he named Ottoman Ceramic (Osman/1 9im). He trained many c;ini masters and made particularly significant contributions 
to the promotion of Turkish c;ini arts with the many exhibitions he set up both at home and abroad starting in 1980. Olc;ar 
represented Turkey at the 5th Balkan States Handicraft Exhibition held in the Greek city of Volos in 1986. His creations, which 
are signed simply "S1tkl", can be found in private collections and museums. Works bearing his signature may also be seen in 
many architectural structures. 

Throughout his life, Olc;ar modernized <;anakkale ceramics with examples of traditional Kotahya and iznik ceramics, attracting 
attention for his new perspective and interpretation. Olc;ar made modern designs based on tradition, keeping Anatolian culture 
that is thousands of years old alive with a contemporary approach to aesthetics. The most important contribution that he made 
to the c;ini arts was the fact that he conducted experimental works on forgotten techniques, tried to keep traditional techniques 
and styles alive, and maybe most importantly, created his own style without altering the fundamental elements of tradition. For 
these contributions, S1tk1 Olc;ar was proclaimed a Living Human Treasure by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism on January 
14, 2010. On November 15, 2010, a few months after receiving the award about which he said, "I'm honored to receive it," 
Olc;ar passed away. 

S1tk1 Ol~ar (1948-2010) 
Craftman of c;:ini 
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