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PART 2: THE REQUEST FORMAT  
FORM ICH-09 

 

Request by a Non-Governmental Organization to be Accredited to Provide 
Advisory Services to the Committee 

1. Name of the organization: 
BHARTIYA LOK KALA MANDAL, THE FOLK ART INSTITUTE 

2. Address of the organization: 
Panchwati, Udaipur - 313001 Rajasthan India 

3. Country or countries in which the organization is active: 
 national  

 international (please specify: )  

 worldwide 

 Africa  

 Arab States 

 Asia & the Pacific 

 Europe & North America 

 Latin America & the Caribbean 
Please list the primary country(ies) where it is active:  

India 

4. Date of its founding or approximate duration of its existence: 
In the year 1952 (56 Years) 
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5. Objectives of the organization: 
Not to exceed 350 words 

Objectives & Functions of the Organization are as follows: 

a) Protection, Development and dissemination of traditional and folk art of India through  
education. 

b) Documentation & research of folk dance, folk theatre and folk art. 

c) Presentation of folk dances, theatre in the modern context and technique through 
creative interaction. 

d) Dissemination of Indian folk lore, folk dance on the wide cultural forums within india 
and abroad. 

e) To create a museum of folk musical instrument and folk performing arts. 

f)  Publication of folk lore and related literature. 

g) Training in folk theatre, folk arts, folk dances, folk music and puppetry. 

h) To build bridges with other cultural organizations world over. 

i)  To make efforts to encourage and create a wide platform for folk artists. 

6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural 
heritage 

6.a. Domain(s) in which the organization is active: 
 oral traditions and expressions 

 performing arts  

 social practices, rituals and festive events 

 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 

 traditional craftsmanship 

 other domains - please specify:  

Rural and Developmental communication  

Training in Folk Arts and Crafts 

Using Puppetry as teaching tool in classrooms  
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6.b. Primary safeguarding activities  in which the organization is involved: 
 identification, documentation, research (including inventory-making) 

 preservation, protection  

 promotion, enhancement  

 transmission, formal or non-formal education 

 revitalization 

 other safeguarding measures - please specify:  

Regular Performances 

6.c. Description of the organization’s activities: 
Not to exceed 750 words 

Bhartiya Lok Kala Mandal, a non-commercial registered society, was founded in the 
picturesque City of Udaipur in 1952 by late Padamshri Devilal Samar. A great exponent 
of performing arts himself, he committed this institution to the preservation and 
dissemination of folk lore and folk arts. 

From its humble beginning, the Bhartiya Lok Kala Mandal today stands in3000 sq.mtr. of 
land and houses a puppet training centre with a puppet theatre, a research and 
documentation wing which undertakes research in folk lore and culture, an open air 
theatre with 3000 seating capacity and a museum that displays original and genuine 
pieces of folk art and craft. 

Over 50,000 people from all over the world visit the museum every year. The 
performances of dance & puppet ensembles of Bhartiya Lok Kala Mandal have won 
world over acclaim, including the first prize in traditional puppetry during an international 
festival held in Budapest in 1965. 

In addition to the above the institution is also in training children and youth in traditional 
art and crafts. Programes community development and mass awarness are also 
conducted regularly. 
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7. Its experiences cooperating with communities, groups and intangible cultural 
heritage practitioners: 
Not to exceed 350 words 

1. Over the five decades B.L.K.M. has interacted with about 2,000 traditional artists and 
craft persons and has decoumented them extensively.  

2. The Institution organises training programes for school teachers, school children and 
urban artists on a regular basis. 

3. The Institute has developed community programmes and awareness campaigns in the 
rural area of India. These programmes involve the traditional socities.  

4. Over the years the Institution has been successful in developing a vast network of 
traditional puppeteers, story tellers, musicians, folk theatre groups and rituals performers 
from all over India. 

5. B.L.K.M. was a pioneer Institution to reach out to far flung tribes all over India to 
document their culture and habitation. 

8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization: 
Please substantiate the operational capacities of the organization with appropriate 
documentation, as described in paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives.  

8.a. Membership and personnel 
Please submit supporting documents. 

8.b. Recognized legal personality 
Please submit supporting documents.. 

8.c. Duration of existence and activities 
Please submit supporting documents. 

9. Contact person for correspondence: 
Mr.Bhanu Bharti , Director  

Cell Phone : +91-9811320632 

email : bhanubharti47@yahoo.co.in 

10. Signature:  
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