Keywords, edited version,  15 July 2008

	1.  Communauté, groupe et individu

· Communauté

· Groupe

· Individu

· Communautés autochtones
	1. Community, group and individual

· Community

· Group

· Individual

· Indigenous community 


For the purposes of the Convention, communities are networks of persons who share a self-ascribed sense of connectedness and identity, anchored in the practice and transmission of their intangible cultural heritage (ICH). The concept of indigenous community introduces the idea of an attachment or link to a specific territory. 
Groups consist of persons from one or more communities who share specific characteristics such as skills, experience and knowledge in the practice and transmission of their ICH. 
Under the Convention, individuals are persons who possess specific skills, knowledge or experience of ICH. Individuals may play a particularly important role in the practice, revitalization and/or transmission of specific elements of ICH, especially endangered ICH. 
Community participation means that the persons most concerned with particular ICH must be fully associated with and involved in the various activities conducted to safeguard it. This includes the widest possible community participation, with free, prior and informed consent, in all possible activities, from inventorying to the implementation of management strategies. The Operational Directives of the Convention imply the principle that without the active involvement and participation of the communities concerned, safeguarding measures will probably fail. 

	2. Détenteur, praticien et gardien 
· Détenteur

· Praticien

· Gardien de la tradition
	2. Bearer, practitioner and custodian 
· Bearer

· Practitioner

· Custodian


Members of a community or group or individuals who identify with a specific element of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) may be involved with it in different ways. The most general role is that of a bearer of heritage (also often called “tradition bearer”). 
Bearers are those involved in the experience, practice and/or transmission of ICH, whether as practitioner, custodian or in any other role. One and the same person can alternately or simultaneously assume several roles with respect to ICH, for example when switching between the roles of spectator and dancer. 
Practitioners are bearers of ICH who actively participate in its practice, maintenance, re-creation and/or transmission. In this regard, some practitioners may be recognized as having special skills or knowledge within the community or beyond it. 
Custodians are those bearers of ICH who take on a special responsibility to ensure the continued viability, practice and transmission of ICH elements (that is, their safeguarding). 

	3. Préservation et protection

· Préservation

· Protection

· ≠ Figer (freezing)
	3. Preservation and protection

· Preservation

· Protection

· ≠ Freezing


Safeguarding—that is, “measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the intangible cultural heritage (ICH)”—is the main goal of the 2003 Convention. Among the range of safeguarding measures, two terms in wide use—preservation and protection—deserve careful consideration.
In the context of the Convention, preservation of ICH means the efforts of communities and culture bearers to maintain continuity in the practice of that ICH over time. Within different communities and diverse forms of ICH, some are more or less attached to the faithful recreation of preceding expressions, and some are more or less open to innovation and new creation. 
Protection refers to deliberate measures—often taken by official bodies—to defend ICH or particular elements from threat or harm, perceived or actual. Protective measures may be legal in nature, such as laws permitting certain ICH practices, ensuring a community’s access to needed resources, preventing misappropriation, or prohibiting actions that would interfere with the viability of ICH. They may also include customary measures such as ensuring that a tradition is transmitted in an appropriate way and that knowledge about it is not misused. 
Under the Convention, neither preservation nor protection should be understood as freezing ICH in some lifeless, unchanging form.  Because ICH is always being created and recreated, freezing its form is undesirable and means it may no longer be considered ICH as defined by the Convention. 

	4. Viabilité du PCI

· Viabilité
· Durabilité

· ≠ Authenticité
· ≠ Folklorisation 
	4. Viability of ICH

· Viability
· Sustainability

· ≠ Authenticity
· ≠ Folklorization 


The viability of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) should be understood as its potential to remain significant to the community or group concerned. The community, group and individuals concerned have the primary responsibility to ensure the viability of their ICH. This viability depends especially on their capacity and commitment to practice and transmit their ICH into the future, even as circumstances change. 
The conception of viability in the Convention thus converges with broader international concerns with sustainability, especially with regard to sustainable development. Sustainability is often defined as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 
The great importance that the Convention attaches to transmission as the primary safeguarding measure for ICH reflects this commitment to providing future generations the knowledge, skills and practices inherited from past generations. Safeguarding is aimed at allowing ICH practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills and associated tangible manifestations to be sustainably maintained by the communities, groups or individuals concerned. 

As the fundamental objective of safeguarding in the 2003 Convention, viability is incompatible with the notion of authenticity, which nowhere figures in the Convention. Because ICH is constantly recreated, the criterion of authenticity cannot be applied. “Although an important attribute of tangible cultural heritage, authenticity is not relevant when identifying and safeguarding intangible cultural heritage” (Yamato Declaration). 

Also to be avoided is folklorization: turning ICH elements into quaint pastimes or professional activities performed outside their original context, largely adapted to and serving economic, nationalistic or propagandistic aims. 

[5. Translated by WvZ from the edited authoritative French version available; needs to be checked]
	5. Menaces à la viabilité

· Viabilité en péril

· Dégradation, disparition et destruction
· Graves menaces
	5. Threats to viability

· Viability at risk

· Deterioration, disappearance and destruction

· Grave threats 


The viability of intangible cultural heritage (ICH)—its continued practice and transmission—may sometimes be at risk because of a range of threats. The Convention focuses especially on grave threats of deterioration, disappearance and destruction. 

Such threats may be caused by phenomena outside the dynamics of communities and groups, such as armed conflicts, natural disasters, or longer term processes such as poverty, migration, increasingly faster and uncontrolled urbanisation, environmental deterioration, globalization, intolerance and oppression.

Moreover, even changes that are accepted and considered in a positive way by communities, such as access to the mass media, opening up to tourism and interventions by public bodies and/or non-governmental organisations in the name of development, can endanger a community’s participation and positive valuation of its ICH. 

Confronted with indifferent or unfavourable opinions expressed about its ICH, the community, if it is not conscious of the importance and value of its ICH, may no longer want to practise it. 

An element of ICH is threated if there is a gradual decrease of the number of persons directly involved in its production, the transmission chain between generations is weakened and the bearers of the ICH element face difficulties – economic, social, symbolic – in making its continuation a viable process.
An element of ICH is in a situation of grave threat when there is clear evidence of it disappearing soon, for instance, when there is only a negligible number of bearers left, the transmission chain is broken, new generations no longer identify themselves with this ICH, and there is a lack of material evidence that may at least guarantee its memory.

	6. Reconnaissance et respect 
· Prise de conscience

· Reconnaissance

· Respect

· Mise en valeur
	6. Recognition and respect 
· Awareness
· Recognition [see also 11]
· Respect

· Enhancement / promotion [see also 9]


Respect for intangible cultural heritage (ICH) entails understanding its importance and value in its cultural context and appreciating its role in the community concerned. The viability of living heritage is threatened when it is ignored or undervalued by the public at large, in political, educational or religious discourse, or by community members themselves. Mutual respect and respect for ICH afford a means and a framework for its flourishing and continuity and have thus been included among the purposes of the Convention. 
In this context, the general recognition and enhancement of ICH consist in ensuring that communities, groups and individuals are represented with respect (for example, in the media and in education), and in creating the conditions to enable them to be so represented. 
Awareness of the cultural, social and historic importance of the ICH, of its varied functions and of its significance as a source of inspiration and creativity must be developed to ensure that ICH is valued, in addition to being presented or represented in a respectful manner. It is all the more important to stress the potential of ICH when encouraging younger members of the community to follow in their elders’ footsteps.
	7. Transmission et éducation
· Transmission

· Formes traditionnelles de transmission 

· Modes coutumiers de transmission

· Moyens non formels de transmission
	7. Transmission and education
· Transmission

· Traditional forms of transmission 

· Customary modes of transmission

· Non-formal means of transmission


Transmission of (ICH) occurs when practitioners and other cultural bearers within a community pass on practices, skills, knowledge and ideas to succeeding generations, in formal or non formal ways. ICH transmission also entails communicating the significance, history and associated values, and even the appreciation of the cultural expression concerned. Transmission may take place, for example, within the family, from parent to child, from master to disciple as part of an initiation rite, or from teacher to pupil in a formal or non-formal education setting. Intergenerational transmission is a distinctive feature of ICH and the best guarantee of its viability. In the case of a living ICH element, transmission is intrinsically linked to its practice and to its proper place in the community. 

The traditional processes of transmission established by and within the community are most often circumstantial and contextual. They are intimately linked to the content that is transmitted and are a function of context, time and space. They include informal, unstructured means of transmission through which, for example, young people acquire knowledge and skills by observation, imitation and practice or by participation in community activities. 

Important non-formal and informal means of transmission are the body and the word. Direct contact between master and disciple is part of the process, integrating the desire to emulate or surpass. There are also formal means of transmission such as long processes of initiation and apprenticeship with a master over several years. When traditional forms of transmission are weakened or broken, the very viability of the ICH element is often threatened. Under such circumstances, formal or non-formal education may be an alternative and contribute to the safeguarding and transmission of ICH. 
	8. Revitalisation
· Revitalisation




· (=/≠) Raviver 

· ≠ Réinvention

· ≠ Invention
	· 8. Revitalization
· Revitalization




· (=/≠) Revival

· ≠ Reinvention

· ≠ Invention


Revitalization of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) means reactivating, restoring and strengthening ICH practices and expressions that are vulnerable, threatened and in need of safeguarding. In order to recognize and revitalize such ICH, it should demonstrate at least some degree of vitality or it has ceased to be ICH in terms of the Convention. Given the definition of ICH as constantly created and re-created, transmitted from generation to generation, an element that has become extinct and does not remain in the lived memory of community members associated with it cannot be revitalized. 
The resurrection of an extinct tradition, practice or expression through books, documents or historical records is not revitalization as described in the Convention, because it is not living heritage anymore. In such a case it is an act of invention or reinvention, which is a conscious reproduction or reconstruction to serve particular ends and interests (not only cultural, but also political, ideological, economic, etc.). Such reconstructed elements may have components of cultural expressions that had existed independently from one another (or may even have belonged to another community). This kind of reinvention may be an attempt by a country or community to resuscitate ICH elements for the purpose of forging a new collective identity or common ancestry. Over time, such reinvented forms may become ICH as understood by the Convention if they are constantly created, re-created and transmitted through generations, but they cannot be deemed as such at the moment of their recreation. 
In some languages and some disciplines such as linguistics, a distinction is made between revitalization of something weak but living and revival of something that is dead or extinct, but in many other languages these terms are exactly synonymous. Within the Convention, restoring and strengthening ICH that is weak and endangered—that is, revitalization—are welcomed as a fundamental safeguarding measure; however, the resurrection of extinct elements falls outside the scope of the Convention. 

	9. Sensibilisation, promotion et visibilité

· Sensibilisation 

· Visibilité

· Promotion

· Mise en valeur
	9. Awareness-raising, promotion and visibility
· Awareness-raising

· Visibility

· Promotion

· Enhancement 


Awareness-raising is a way of encouraging concerned parties to recognize the value of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) and to take measures necessary to ensure its viability. It is never an end in itself. The State, the media, educators, the private sector, cultural custodians or other groups can all play a role in awareness-raising. A primary means to raise awareness is to provide increased visibility to ICH—particularly in the mass media and through official cultural institutions with the participation of communities concerned—so as to stimulate greater respect and concern for it. 
Within communities, members may take their ICH for granted. Awareness-raising activities may encourage them to appreciate it more deeply. If communities, groups and individuals have the opportunity to see their own ICH represented with respect and integrity in the mass media, in festivals and in their education systems, such visibility can help to promote its viability. 
Raising awareness within communities—and especially their younger members—is often a precondition for their active involvement in safeguarding measures. For policy-makers and the general public, awareness-raising may encourage them to take ICH more seriously and to devote the necessary resources or create the favourable conditions for its safeguarding. 
Promotion and enhancement are two important tools for awareness-raising that aim at increasing the value attached to ICH in different communities rather than altering, improving or “perfecting” its expressions or practices themselves. Promotion means drawing public attention, in a positive way, to aspects of ICH. Enhancement means promoting the status and importance of ICH within its community and the broader society. It does not mean, for instance, adding new features to an element, or modifying it from within (for instance, in folklorization). 

	10. Recherche et documentation pour la sauvegarde du PCI

· Recherche

· Documentation
	10. Research and documentation as safeguarding

· Research

· Documentation


Among the safeguarding measures enumerated in the Convention, research and documentation are likely to be among the first that States will consider. With regard to intangible cultural heritage (ICH), research aims at better understanding a given element of ICH, its history, meanings, artistic and aesthetic features, social, cultural and economic functions, practice, modes of transmission, and the dynamics of its creation and re-creation. Research is systematic investigation based on existing knowledge. 
Documentation consists of recording ICH in tangible forms, in its current state, and collecting documents that relate to it. Documentation often involves the use of various recording means and formats. The collected documents are often preserved in libraries, archives or web sites, where they may be consulted by the communities concerned and the larger public. But communities and groups also have traditional forms of documentation such as songbooks or sacred texts, weaving samplers or pattern books, or icons and images that constitute recordings of ICH expressions and knowledge. 
Research and documentation may be considered safeguarding measures under the Convention when they aim at ensuring the viability of the ICH concerned. Innovative community self-documentation efforts and programmes to repatriate or disseminate archival documents in order to encourage continued creativity are some of the proven safeguarding strategies increasingly being used.
	11. Reconnaissance, identification, définition et inventaires

· Reconnaissance

· Identification

· Définition

· Inventaires
	11. Recognition, identification, definition and inventories

· Recognition [see also 6]
· Identification

· Definition

· Inventories 


An inventory of intangible cultural heritage (ICH), such as a multimedia database or a publication, is a result of a systematic process of identifying and defining ICH. For the purposes of the Convention, each State Party shall draw up and regularly update one or more inventories of ICH present in its territory. 
This ICH must be recognized by the communities, groups or, where appropriate, individuals concerned as belonging to their cultural heritage, and must be identified and defined with their participation. Recognition is a formal or, more often, informal process by which they acknowledge that specific practices, representations, expressions, knowledge and skills and, if appropriate, associated instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces, form part of their ICH. 
Identification is the process of describing one or more specific elements of ICH in their own context and distinguishing them from others. Each community—and each State—may choose to make broader or narrower distinctions among elements, and there is no single “correct” or objective basis for identifying ICH. 
If identifying offers a brief description of an ICH element, defining provides the fullest possible description of it at a specific point in time. 
The processes of identification and definition that result in an inventory are the obligation of States and may be carried out, under the responsibility of States, by individuals and competent bodies, public or private, but always with the participation of communities, groups, individuals and relevant non-governmental organizations.

	12. Entretien et production des pratiques du PCI

· Pratiques (Pratiquer)

· Entretien/Entretenir

· Production
	12. Maintenance and production of ICH practices 

· Practices (to practice)

· Maintenance/Maintain

· Production


Intangible cultural heritage (ICH) encompasses both mental phenomena—representations and knowledge, for example—and physical activities such as skills and practices. ICH also, of course, includes the associated instruments, objects and spaces. The Convention gives pride of place in its definition of ICH to practices—the usual, customary actions or performances of a community, group or individual. If ICH is not continually practiced, the necessary knowledge and skills risk decay or disappearance, and community members rapidly lose access to the accumulated ICH of their ancestors. 
It is thus fundamental that communities be able to continue the production and maintenance of their ICH practices, representations and expressions. In this sense, production refers to the ongoing creation and re-creation of ICH within a community or group, and its active manifestation in various forms, whether tangible or intangible. Safeguarding ICH is concerned not so much with protecting the products that result from such re-creation, but rather with sustaining the processes that underlie their production.

“Maintenance” refers to the efforts within a given community or group to ensure the continued vitality of ICH by practicing it and especially by transmitting it. Communities, groups or individuals have devised diverse strategies to maintain their traditions and ensure their future viability, and safeguarding efforts should strengthen such traditional maintenance strategies. 

	13. Pratiques coutumières et accès au PCI 

· Pratiques coutumières

· Accès traditionnel
	13. Customary practices and traditional access to ICH

· Customary practices

· Traditional access


Customary practices are repeated collective and individual behaviour, accepted by members of a community as mechanisms and norms governing the social order; sometimes they are formalized in customary law and become legally binding. Customary practices are local and community-specific, often predating national or local legislation. 
Some of these practices determine access to specific aspects of ICH to a certain extent, for example when custodians of ICH train and select successors from within their community. The respect for such constraints on access, often linked to transmission, may serve to protect the tradition from misappropriation or abuse by those who do not have – and are not meant to have – esoteric knowledge. Such restrictions often apply to secret knowledge, knowledge about medicines, healing rituals or initiation rites. 
The Convention emphasizes respect for the customary law and practices of each community. This concern is all the more significant in regard to the introduction of safeguarding measures that often require the involvement of third parties who are not members of the community or that seek to document knowledge that should remain secret. Such ICH must therefore be managed with care, duly taking customary practices into account when instituting safeguarding measures and duly observing restricted access to certain aspects of ICH.

	14. Espaces culturels et espaces naturels

· Espaces culturels

· Espaces naturels 

· Lieux de mémoire
	14. Cultural spaces and natural spaces 

· Cultural spaces 

· Natural spaces 

· Places of memory


The fundamental characteristic of all intangible cultural heritage (ICH) is that it is enacted by people, using their bodies, knowledge and skills. But where ICH elements are closely linked to specific places, we call these cultural spaces and they are included within the definition of the ICH element, along with any associated instruments, objects and artefacts.
A cultural space is a physical or symbolic place where people experience, practice, share, exchange and/or transmit their ICH. Cultural spaces are primarily distinguished from cultural landscapes as defined in the 1972 World Heritage Convention’s operational guidelines in that there is no expectation that they should have “outstanding universal value”. Such spaces are important to communities in so far as they provide natural or built environments, physical or symbolic places, for the practice or transmission of their ICH, and it is this role, not outstanding universal value or the attributes of the place itself, that is the basis for their safeguarding under the 2003 Convention.
In the safeguarding process, any cultural spaces associated with the ICH therefore also have to be safeguarded. Specifically, the Convention calls for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the ICH. ICH is often shaped by communities and groups in response to their environment and in interaction with nature, and may thus rely on natural spaces as inspiration, to provide resources for the ICH, or as locations of practice and transmission. In so far as a natural space thus becomes part of the cultural practice of ICH, it is also a cultural space.
A natural space is a place whose natural attributes become essential to the ICH because they provide locations, resources or symbolic references for the practice and transmission of these ICH elements.

A place of memory is a cultural space defined by ICH practices and expressions that reference real or imagined past events.
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