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utinhg W tnwphpwjhu
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Jwl wypnLpbUU uinbndbinL
qunuwthwnhU: 6Y ywunwhw-
Yuwl &, np Unyu fuunhpp Uhw-
dwdwlwy Uinwhngby En ny
Uhwju wppntbwywl huntin
pwpuntnwn Ubupnw Uwwnn-
ghUu W Ywennhynu Uwhwy
Muwpplht, wjl Ynwdpwwnth
rwawynphu: Uinbndyws
pwnwpwywu hpwnpnipjwl W
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wlunynp Gu: Ywnbph pupwgpp gnug £
wnuwihu, np hwjywywl wjpniptuny wnw-
nwnwnayt| W gph GU wnbyt] bwl jwwnp-
UGnGU, wpwptntu, |Ghtptu, nnLubpt,
enLnptnbU W wy) |Ggntubpny wnbpuwintn,
npnup UhpUawynipwihU thnfuwnlgnt-
pyntultnh jwywanuu npultnpnedutn Gu
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wjpnLpbUUGnh 2wnpned:
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Lwl wjpnipBUh wjlwhuh
npultnpnudutn, huswhuhp Gu
SwdywagnpnieinLup, wjwitgnt
wnbipuintiph hwjwwnwn tnwnw-
nwnancdubpp W wyu: uwagnyu
adGnwagntbpp Gpliwu BU hwunwd
Lwl pwpépwnybun qupnw-
gnnLpjwl uuniputip, npnup
dwdwlwyh pupwgpnd hptug
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hwjywywl tnwnwnytunh
yELUuntlwynipiniul wyth pwl
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Jwl dwynLpwihl dwnwlgnt-
RINLU W unyuwywlwgyb) £ wju
uwnbndnn dnnnypnh htwn:
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wdpnng pupwgpnty: nwuny
ulihgp nnytg hwy huplnpnul W
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hwwinLy GU bwle whuwphh Uh 2wnp w)y
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Awjjwywl tnwnwnpytuinh
sunLun BU hwywywu gbnw-
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JGunnwywl gnpdywdph, wubn-
Uwgnnpdnipjwl nL pwnhlwih
utp:

Lepywyndu $npdw W ny Snp-
Jw Yppwywu hwdwywngnd
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Npwtu nunbuwlywl W hwuw-
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REFERENCE

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
DECISION

No 144 — A of 15 February 2018

ON MAKING SUPPLIMENTS IN DECISION N 310-A OF 11 MARCH 2010
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

The Government of the Republic of Armenia hereby decides:

To supplement the Annex N 2 of the Government of the Republic of Armenia N 310-A
of 11 March 2010 “On Approving the Criteria of Compiling Lists of Intangible Cultural Values
and the List of Intangible Cultural Hertage Values of the Republic of Armenia” with new

points 25-32, in accordance with the Annex.

PRIME MINISTER
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA K. KARAPETYAN

20 February 2018
Yerevan



Reference to Annex

Decision of the Government of the
Republic of Armenia 144-A of 15 February

2018
NN Name Sphere Area of Bearer Brief historical reference Characteristics (description, features) Viability (historical, cultural,
Distribution economic, social significance)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
25. Armenian Letter Art |Folk Applied The element is The bearers of the The political processes in Armenia |Applied meanings of Armenian From the historical point of view,

and its Cultural
Expressions

Art

popular in all 10
marzes of the RA,
in capital city of
Yerevan and the
communities of
Armenian
diaspora.

element are the
masters of folk art,
their pupils, namely
penmen, sculptors,
embroiderers,
miniaturists, carpet
makers, jewelers, as
well as self-educated
individuals or groups,
despite the gender
and age.

in the end of the 4th century, the
important factors of dividing
Armenia between Persia and
Byzantium (387), as well as
distributing Christianity adopted as a
state religion created the idea of
inventing own alphabet. And it's not
accidental, that the same issue
concerned not only Mesrop
Mashtots, the royal skilled
secretary, and Sahak Partev, the
Catholicos, but also the King
Vramshapuh. Fraught with the
political situation and the desire of
having own letters, thanks to the
willingness of the country’s first
figures, the Mashtotsian alphabet
was invented in 405. The invention
of the Alphabet had a significant
role during the whole period of
Armenian history. That was the
beginning of the Armenian individual
and translation literature, which then
gained momentum — the Holy Book,
famous works were written on
Armenian Historiography, which
even nowadays are irreplaceable
sources of the history of that period.
Right after the invention of letters,
schools, colleges were opened next
to the churches, where the
Armenian alphabet was being

alphabet open a wide arena for the
researchers, namely, its dimensions
in the context of foreign literature.
Since the 7th century, an ancient
papyrus fragment has been kept,
which is totally penned in Armenian-
lettered Greek. A special attention
was paid to the archeological value of
that unique exemplar, i.e. the forms of
letters, which were quite unusual for
that time. The course of the ages
shows that the texts in Latin, Arabic,
Polish, Russian, Turkish, and other
languages were transliterated and
written in Armenian alphabets, which
are the best expressions of mutual
intercultural connection as well as
witness of the flexibility of Armenian
alphabet. In this context it has its
unique place among other alphabets.
Armenian letters also served for the
creation of different systems in
Armenian coding and their use in
manuscript and lithographic sources.
It's worth to mention the digital use of
the alphabet, which is specific for a
range of other ancient alphabets of
the world, such as Greek and Latin.
The spheres of calligraphy and
ornamental writing have a special
place, and attract the attention of not

only Armenian, but also foreign

the vitality of the letters type of
Armenian alphabet is based on
the fact that it is in permanent
development. Other expressions
of the alphabet should also be
observed in the historical
context, such as the coding,
Armenian transliteration of
foreign texts, etc. The ancient
manuscripts reveal exemplars of
high-art ornamental writings,
which reached their perfection in
the miniature schools of Cilicia,
as well as Nor Jugha.

From the cultural point of view,
the vitality of the art of Armenian
letters is more than clear: within
centuries, it was always
recognized as an intangible
cultural heritage of Armenian
people, and was identified with
its creator nation. The art of
Armenian letters gave birth to
the Armenian calligraphy, and
namely, the ornamental writing,
a branch of the miniature, which
continue their applied
dimensions in different spheres
of folk art — sculpture, jewelry,
silversmithery, artistic wood
engraving, as well as artistic
texturing, embroidery, and
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taught.

Literacy became popular in the 5t
century, on which one can find not
only works of literary men,
translations, ecclesiastical works,
but also records left by Armenian
pilgrims. As the studies of M. Stone,
a specialist in Armenian Studies,
done in the beginning of the 5t
century, i.e. right after the invention
of Armenian letters, show, when
visiting Jerusalem, Armenian
pilgrims left diverse lithographic
records, which tell us about the
dissemination of the writing in
Armenia in the mentioned period.
The 36-letters Armenian alphabet
was continuously used till the 12t
century, when due to the
interconnection of the Kingdom of
Cilicia and Latin world, two more
letters: O (O) and $ (F) were added
to the alphabet. Nowadays as well
the Armenian alphabet is used with
minor changes, having three main
stages of development:

1. Yerkatgir (literally: metal/iron
letters), which was mainly used in
the manuscripts and lithography in
5-12" centuries.

2. Bolorgir (literally: complete
letters), which can be found since
the 10™ century, however has
widely been used since the 12
century.

3. Notrgir (literally: notarius letters),
frequently found since the 16"
century, though can be ordinarily
found in early periods of
manuscripts. There is also a
separate type called shghagir
(literally: letters written by knitting

researchers and art-lovers. It's
remarkable to consider that the
Armenian ornamental writing, though
finding its highest expression in the
Armenian manuscripts, can also be
found in specific lithographs, such as
the famous lithographs of Noravank.
The Armenian ornamental writing is
rich with its types and sub-types,
which are drawn in the works of
medieval Armenian masters, artists,
and miniaturists. Hangutsagir (knot
letters), trchnagir (bird letters),
kendanagir (animal letters), and later
mardagir (human letters), letters with
mythical animals are rarely found and
are expressed in different spheres of
the folk art, such as sculpture, carpet
weaving, embroidery, literature,
miniature, etc. It's remarkable that
during its existence of 16 centuries,
the Armenian alphabet was
expressed not only with its main
meaning, serving for the creation of
written heritage, but also gave birth to
various factors of the art, which still
continue fascinating people and
inspiring new ideas.

During its existence of more than
1600 years, the love and respect of
people towards the alphabet has only
become deeper. It's evident not only
from the written heritage (separate
works are dedicated to the alphabet,
its creator, and some works are
written with the order of the alphabet
letters), but also the branches of arts
born or inspired from it, such as the
art of calligraphy and ornamental
writing, for the teaching of which were
paid a special attention to in medieval
schools. All this gave birth to the art of

batika.

Currently, the study and transfer
of the heritage left by the
medieval Armenian masters
continue in formal and informal
educational system.

In the economic and social
meaning, the modern uses of
the art of Armenian letters are
considered in modern spheres,
such as the preparation of
souvenirs, exhibitions of
museum exemplars. In this
regard, an exceptional repository
of Armenian writing is
Matenadaran, the Scientific-
Research Institute of Ancient
Manuscripts, which is one of the
main centers of the creation of
writing and distribution of
Armenian letter types. It
performs different cultural
events, promoting the transfer
and popularization of this type of
intangible cultural heritage.

The versions of writing of
Armenian alphabet created
during the centuries are diverse,
and the possibilities are
unlimited. The bright example of
them is the contemporary letter
types, which are created with the
excellent combination of the old
and the new, serving for the
armenification of modern
technologies and strengthening
of the Armenian alphabet in the
computer world.
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needles), which comes from later
period and is used till now.
Armenian alphabet and its letters
types have always been in the
center of the researchers. A rich
literature has been created devoted
to this issue. It's worth mentioning
the works of H. Tashyan, Father of
Mekhitarist Congregation of Vienna,
Hr. Acharyan, a prominent linguist,
K. Ghafadaryan, an epigraphist, A.
Abrahamyan, a historian, and other
honored people, dedicated to the
letters and the history of its
development.

Armenian letters, art works of the
alphabet, which are widespread first
in the Armenian manuscripts and
lithographs, then enter into the folk
art: embroidery, carpet weaving,
jewelry making and silversmithery,
stone and wood engraving, etc.

HEAD OF STAFF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

V. STEPANYAN





