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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multinational nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Ethiopia

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Ethiopian Epiphany

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	የጥምቀት ከብረ በዓል (Ye'Timket Kibre Be'al)

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1), mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	In addition to the name of the element mentioned at point B2, የጥምቀት ከብረ በዓል (Ye'Timket Kibre Be'al) is known by other alternate names in other local languages like "Ayyaana Cuuphaa".

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The followers of  Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church Faith are concerned with the nominated element. Others irrespective of their religious background participiated in the celbration of Ethiopian Epiphany. Thus, the fesival is symbolic manifestation of mutual respect, understanding and peaceful co-existence.   

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating, if possible, the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories. Submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Ethiopian Epiphany has been celebrated historically in Axum, Lalibela, Gondar where world heritage sites of Ethiopia are found. In the capital city Addis Ababa, Jan Meda is the main centre where the Patriarch of the Church and representatives of the State attended the festival. In addition to these places, the feast is colourfully observed in places like Mekele, Bahirdar, Debre-Tabor, Debre-Markos, Debre-Brehan, Dessie, Seqota, Jimma, Adama, Nekemt, Shasemene, Ambo, Goba, Harar, Dire-Dawa, Jigjiga, Gambella, Asosa, Asela, Hawassa, Arbaminch, Yirgaalem, Wolkite and other places. Especially in the island found in Lake Zeway tabots are accompanied with boats. As the feast is related to the main liturgical feasts of the church, it is celebrated everywhere in the country where the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church parishes existed.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multinational nominations, provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mr
Family name:

Obesena
Given name:

Gezahegne Girma
Institution/position:

Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH)

Senior Researcher in Intangible Cultural Heritage (Cultural Anthropologist)&
Editor in-chief of the Nomination File titled Ethiopian Epiphany (Timket Festival)
Address:

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Telephone number:

cell+251-913-01-34-22 office +251 11 154 0041
Email address:

 gezahegnegirma2017@gmail.com


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multinational files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	     

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (     )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community;
b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element;
c. any specific roles, including gender-related ones or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element; and

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides the communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Ethiopian Epiphany is a colorful festival celebrated all over Ethiopia. It is celebrated to commemorate the baptism of Jesus Christ by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. The celebration starts annually on the eve of the main festival on 18th January. The eve is known as Ketera, which means catching or blocking the flow of water for the blessing of the celebrants and attendants.  On the afternoon of Ketera, people escorting their parish church tabot (replicas of the Ark of the Covenant) to Timkete-Bahir (pool, river, or artificial reservoir). Accompanied by a great ceremony, each tabot is carried overhead by a priest of the parish all the way to Timkete-Bahir where the tabot spends the night. The tabot of each church will be granted a temporary abode, that is, a designated tent. The People spend the night attending the night long prayer and hymn service including the Eucharistic Liturgy which starts in the mid-night. Hundreds of thousands of faithful converge near Timkete-Bahir to participate in the actual festival which is on the morrow-19th of January. Early in the morning, the celebration starts with the pre-sun rise rituals including the reading of the Gospel, the Morning Prayer and the blessing of the water. These are followed by the sprinkling of the blessed water on the congregation, as well as other ceremonies. At about 10 am, each tabot begins the procession back to its respective church. This involves an even more colorful ceremony with a variety of traditional and religious songs.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender-related ones or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If so, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Ethiopian Epiphany is celebrated by the faithful regardless of age, gender and ethnicity. The celebration is highly participatory in its nature. Clergies take the major part in the celebration and are responsible for the preservation, communication and transmission of the element. The scholars sing the praises dedicated for the ritual, and lead the Liturgy, carry and glorify the Ark, sing the hymns (mahlet) and thereby preaching relevant teachings both from the Old and New Testaments scriptures. The performance and hymns are St.Yared’s composition, the founder of Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church hymn known as Zema. The preparing and sprinkling of the blessed water is also their respective duty. The youth participate in singing, sweeping, and laying carpets on the road for the procession. The lying of carpets is a newly born event. It signifies that the intangible heritages are living heritage subject to contribution of each generation's creativity. The elderly serve in prayer, blessing and good luck wishes. Their participation is mainly in stretching tents for the Arks to rest. Women participation is mostly highlighted by singing, ululating, preparing food and local drinks for the festival. All the participants including children escorting the Arks to the temporary seats during all processions, and spends the night during the service, go to the Timket-Bahr very early in the morning to attend the prayer and sprinkling of the blessed water. The ritual has purifying and blessing functions. The festival is an opportune moment in which the traditional dances and songs of the various nationalities are performed.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Ethiopian Epiphany has religious root and culturally developed holiday transmitted from generation to generation with great devotion. The church has the institutional set-up to preserve its ecclesial element. One of the major mechanisms in the safeguarding and transmission of the element is sustaining the celebration of Epiphany, its colorful attraction and participatory nature that allows bringing together numerous groups of people to the festival from within and abroad. This allows the younger generation and participants the chance of learning by seeing and doing. The other modes of transmission include promoting the celebration of Ethiopian Epiphany utilizing mass media and motivating the youth to actively partake in the practice of the heritage. Those who have the knowledge of the custom including women discuss with the younger generation and transfer their knowledge and skills related to the element to the youth during social gatherings and other occasions. Thus, integrating the knowledge about the festival through informal and formal education is also the means of transmission. Producing documentaries regarding the celebration, conducting studies, documenting the outcomes in books, making it accessible through several educational and cultural institutes is the other mechanism in transmitting the knowledge and skills related to the element. Safeguarding and caring for the Timiket-Bahir, the major festival site, to preserve its continuity and make the celebration a tourist attraction. Keeping and supporting the traditional schools where the clergymen originated as they are major adornments of the celebration and thereby promoting the Timket Festival through mass media etcetera ensure its viability.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have for its community nowadays?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Ethiopian Epiphany is a religious as well as cultural festival in which Ethiopians gather and celebrates. All family members living in different places gather together to celebrate Epiphany, they visit their relatives, parents and exchanging good wishes for the holiday. This contributes to social cohesion and peacemaking. During the festival, Ethiopians come with their best dress for the day. Almost all of the attendants appear at the celebration in new or clean traditional clothes. Particularly, women appear at the celebration wearing new, clean or cultural dresses. This practice of looking good in terms of dress and enhancing beauty is reinforced by the Ethiopian proverb Le’Timket Yalhone Kemis Yi’be’tates (Amharic) or Nay ’Timket ZeyKon Qemish Yi’be’tates (Tigrigna), and roughly translated into English as, “Let the dress that is not for ‘Timket’ end into shreds”. Therefore, Timket has significant contribution towards promoting and advertising the cultural dressing style, the traditional clothes and hair style of the community. The Festival provides an excellent opportunity for the young men and women to find a life partner. To exploit such an opportunity offering a lemon on the targeted person is a traditional way to demonstrate love and affection. The high attendance of both local people and foreigners in the main places of the festival creates higher economic activities particularly for the service providers such as hotels, tour operators, transport service providers, cultural gift article sellers, traditional food makers, producers and designers of traditional clothes and merchants and it further creates for job and income opportunities.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Practiced for centuries, Epiphany has been recognised by Ethiopians as part of their national heritage. This festival does not contain any element that is incompatible with existing international human rights instruments. The celebration of this festival does not cause physical, psychological, traditional and moral damage on the practitioners, bearers and participants. During Epiphany, apart from the religious ceremonies many cultural manifestations and songs of Ethiopian nations and nationalities are performed. This creates conducive conditions to exchange their cultures and traditional values. The practice and performance of each nations and nationalities is respected by others and this maintains the unity, solidarity and fraternity of all peoples of Ethiopia and it provides them a sense of identity and continuity. Thus, mutual respect, understanding and peaceful co-existence prevail among nations and representatives of numerous religious communities. Besides its religious and socio-cultural significances, Epiphany in Ethiopia can be exploited as an enabler of sustainable development. Significant transaction in the area of traditional clothes since most of the people buy new one for Epiphany. This  creates great market opportunity for those who design and produce traditional products. In addition to that, people who are engaged in selling various new church equipments can obtain good market opportunity for the items they sale. The increase in number of foreign tourists result in income opportunities for hotels, tour operators, transport service providers, cultural and gift article sellers. A number of games that involve the people are also the other elements of the colourful celebration of Ethiopian Epiphany.                           

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription would contribute to ensuring the visibility and awareness of the significance of intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue that respects cultural diversity.
(vi) How could the inscription of the element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general (and not only of the inscribed element itself) and raise awareness of its importance?

(i.a) Please explain how this would be achieved at the local level.

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inscription of Ethiopian Epiphany on the Representative List would bring the element into focus at local level. While preparing the nomination file, each concerned community members participated by providing information with regard to the element and this promoted discussions. As a result of inscription of the element and its recognition on international level, Epiphany (Timket) will be celebrated more colorfully in each village and towns in the countryside and elders will use this opportunity to transmit the knowledge and skill associated with the element. Thus, it will increase the awareness of its importance at the local level. The youth would also become more interested to attend and participate in this internationally recognized celebration. This would further assist the efforts made to safeguard and transmit the heritage to future generations. All these enhance the visibility of the festival and raise awareness of its importance at local level.

	(i.b) Please explain how this would be achieved at the national level.
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inscription of Ethiopian Epiphany on the Representative List would bring the element into focus at national level. Timket is a festival shared by Orthodox Christian Ethiopians in common regardless of language and ethnicity. The practice and performance of each nation and nationalities, during the festival, creates conducive conditions for each and every nations to know and appreciate one another's culture. Besides its religious, cultural and social significances, Timket is an important occasion whereby members of communities create dialogue on themes related to the importance of the festival. The preparation of the nomination already initiated and increased national discussions between the different communities celebrating Timket and the inscription of the festival will further encourage this dialogue. The inscription will safeguard the element and its cultural sites to be included in different national development and infrastructure activities. All these promote the festival and raise awareness of its importance at national level.

	 (i.c) Please explain how this would be achieved at the international level.
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inscription of Ethiopian Epiphany on the Representative List would help demonstrate the diversity of intangible heritage and will bring the element into focus at international level. All the information relevant to the festival, including video clip and photographs which would be made available on the web pages of UNESCO and other high traffic media will further enhance curiosity of people worldwide. The inscription will also enhance its attraction for researchers and tourists from all over the world to observe the festival celebrated throughout Ethiopia and conduct research on it and this highlight its importance worldwide. All these enhance the visibility of the festival and raise awareness of its importance at international level and ensure mutual appreciation. The inscription of Epiphany will also encourage other nations to safeguard and promote their Intangible Cultural Heritage which can contribute to the visibility of Intangible Cultural Heritage in general.

	(vii) How would dialogue among communities, groups and individuals be encouraged by the inscription of the element?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Throughout preparing this nomination file church leaders, scholars, priests, deacons, youth, elders, women etc., participated and offered their input. This process has created favorable conditions for initiating intra-community dialogue. The festival has already wide coverage on national television.  Inscription of the Ethiopian Epiphany, will promote discussions using print and electronic media and initiate dialogue among diverse communities and individuals who can learn from experiences of Ethiopians. The practitioners and bearers of the element will consider the inscription as an important recognition for their religious culture and encourage them to share with other nations the values of the festival such as cooperation, peaceful co-existence, social coherence and cleansing from wrong doings. The participatory and multicultural nature of the event invites researchers across different background.  Scholars will be motivated to carry out researches on Ethiopian Epiphany and present their findings through the various media, inspiring further inter- cultural dialogue among communities.

	(viii) How would human creativity and respect for cultural diversity be promoted by the inscription of the element?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Ethiopian Epiphany is a celebration in which values such as mutual respect, peace, tolerance and renewal are embedded. The festival is a valuable religious and cultural heritage in which the various Ethiopian nationalities take part in celebrating it together. This would create conducive environment for better knowledge and mutual respect for each other’s tradition. The constitution of Ethiopia also guarantees equal recognition, respect and the right to express develops and promotes cultural practices and performances for the different communities and peoples of Ethiopia. The inscription of this element will also further enhance the tendency to appreciate religious cultural diversity. The festival is itself a result of successive creativity of generations and its inscription would serve in stimulating preservations and re-creation. Moreover, traditional cloth making will be adapted to the needs and tastes of the youth and foreign tourists which also stimulate creativity. The inscription would enhance respect for human creativity.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The viability of the element is ensured through participation, that is, the continuous practice and involvement of the various segments of society in the festival. The orthodox clergies take the major part. They sing the praises dedicated for the ritual and the hymns; carry the Ark and preach relevant texts. They sprinkle the blessed water to the assembled believers. The youth participate in singing, cleaning and laying carpets for the procession. The elderly participate in stretching tents for the Arks to rest, and all together including children escorting the Arks and attend the liturgy and sprinkling of blessed water. Scholars and elders as side from participating, teach the values, historical roots and the numerous aspect of the celebration to the younger generation. As such, each year, on January 18 and 19, the whole nation celebrates Epiphany with great festivity. For this Purpose, throughout Ethiopia, Timkete-Bahir served as centres and celebration spaces for the element. The Timket Festival in Addis Ababa is celebrated largely at Janmeda which serves as a centre of celebration since the time of emperor Menilik II. The festival in Addis Ababa is conducted under the auspices of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church Patriarchate and Addis Ababa Diocese while the event on regional capitals is under the diocese of each regional state and zonal administrations. Furthermore, the concerned government and church hierarchies have collaboratively exerted their maximum effort in promoting the celebration through various media and to have it inscribed on the Representative List.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify any external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What past and current efforts has it made in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Ethiopian government has taken a number of measures to safeguard the intangible heritages in its territory in general and the element in particular. Ethiopia signed the 2003 Convention for the safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2006. The ratification of the Convention together with the existing legislative and policy frameworks such as the 1995 constitution and the 1997 and the revised 2016 cultural policy strengthened the safeguarding of intangible heritages. "Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage Proclamation No. 209/2000",  that established the Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH) mandated it for identification, inventory, conducting research, safeguarding and promotion of intangible cultural heritage. Community based inventories and documentation processes have been carried out in relation to Timket Festival with the participation of the ecclesial communities, practitioners and bearers of the element. The government also raised the awareness about the festival using public media.  The procession of the festival in every parts of the country is documented and made known to others through the various media like national radios, FM radios, LIVE-television transmission and news papers at the national and regional levels as means of introducing and safeguarding the element. The knowledge and skills associated with the festival is transmitted to the younger generation formally and informally. Long-ago Ethiopian government recognized the element as national holyday and undertakes safeguarding measures by integrating the celebration sites in the master plans of cities and towns. It also exerted maximum effort to inscribe the Timket Festival on the Representative list.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help ensure that the viability of the element is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	The inscription of Ethiopian Epiphany on the Representative List has a positive impact for the viability of the festival. The inscription would create a sense of pride among the entire Peoples of Ethiopia since this will contribute a lot enriching the intangible cultural heritage of the world. To ensure that the element's viability is not jeopardized in the future particularly by an unintended consequence of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention, the Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH), the Regional States Culture and Tourism Bureaus and the Zones Culture, Tourism and Government Communication Affairs Offices, the Addis Ababa City Government and the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church (EOTC) at all level together with the concerned community members are working to plan and implement safeguarding measures for the festival. First of all, to enhance its visibility, promote its importance and strengthen the awareness of the society an hour long documentary film  will be prepared in  English, Amharic and other  languages in Ethiopia. The documentary will focus on the religious aspects, historical roots, social and cultural values, the roles of bearers and practitioners of the element, the colourful procession and knowledge and skills associated with the  festival. Copies of the film will be distributed widely to concerned individuals, groups and community members. This will be undertaken by ARCCH in co-operation with EOTC. The other safeguarding measure is keeping, strengthening and supporting traditional church schools that are the origins of the scholars  and clergymen who are major adornments of the celebration. This will be accomplished by EOTC. The knowledge and skills associated with the festival will be mainstreamed in the curriculum of the various regional states inoder to familiarize the young people with their traditions.  The inventories undertaken by the ARCCH with regard to Timket Festival so far will be updated and made available for researchers and the general public. To build the capacity of custodians and representatives from  the various communities, awareness creation activities about ways of safeguarding the element  will be conducted. In various high traffic media, discussions on the mechanisms of safeguarding will be given priority and dialogue between the young generation and practitioners of the element will be initiated. It is expected that the inscription of the Ethiopian Epiphany may cause an increase in the number of tourists that visit Axum, Lalibela, Gondar, Addis Ababa  and the other parts of the country where the festival is celebrated with spectacular processions. With the influx of tourists as a result of inscription of the element, utmost care will be taken to safeguard this intangible heritage and to facilitate tourism with the involvement of the church, concerned communities, groups and individuals. Since the whole ceremony is managed by EOTC, with the support of culture and tourism offices, tourists numbers will have very little or no chance to over commercialize it. The federal government, the regional states governments and the EOTC are aware of the potential threat posed by groups who might want to exploit the element for the hidden personal interest or political motives to promote their ideas  contrary to the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church beliefs and traditions and such acts would not be allowed. The EOTC, ARCCH and the concerned community members are also responsible to draw up a plan so as to create a mechanism that protects such trends. They will work together to mobilize the communities and inform the societies from elements that could cause threats on the celebration. The population would be advised to keep its sacred values and reject any political or commercial manipulation of the element. The visibility of the element should have to be based on the religious traditon and related cultural identity. The proposed safeguarding measures will be gazetted and announced to the public through the various mediums. Each diocese and parish will communicate believers about the element based on the safeguarding measures which encompass its religious and cultural values associated with the festival. Efforts will be made to promote the celebration of Ethiopian Epiphany utilizing mass media and motivating the youth to actively partake in the practice of the heritage; creating forums where  knowledge and custom bearers pass them down to the new generations. The celebration spaces where the festival is observed are included in the Master Plan of the cities and will be given legal protection. The safeguarding measures proposed by the various stakeholders will be sufficient to protect the element from unintended consequence of increased visibility and heightened public attention following the inscription of the festival.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Ethiopia has ratified the 2003 convention in 2006 and immediately started its inventory of ICH using the budget allocated by the Ethiopian Government and international assistance received from UNESCO.  Today almost 90% of the ICH of the nations and nationalities of Ethiopia including Timket Festival have been inventoried and the outcomes published in 10 volumes. The Ethiopian government has been working very hard to raise awareness on the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. The Government has also adopted policies and programmes to safeguard and preserve Intangible Cultural Heritage in general and the element in particular. This will be achieved by instrument of its structure and expertise. The state party will also support the promotion of the festival and implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures mainly by providing funding. Although, the the church, the state and communities concerned are the main responsible body in safeguarding the element, other stakeholders such as academic and cultural institutions and NGOs will also be involved in implementing the safeguarding measures. The state party has taken steps to increase awareness of various actors in safeguarding Ethiopian Epiphany from the dangers it may faces as an unintended consequence of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention. The state party guarantees the step by step completion of the ceremony without any alteration and for the security of the community. The Culture and Tourism Bureaus will implement the plan at regional level and will teach the values and traits that have passed down through generation.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The parishes, the concerned community, groups, individuals, civil societies participated in the planning of the safeguarding measures proposed by the state party and EOTC at various stage of the plan. Since the bearers and performers of this intangible heritage, the safeguarding measures have been discussed with them and are planned with their full participation and consent. Proposed measures including maintaining and safeguarding measures and the role and responsibility of each concerned community member is identified clearly. The need and will of all stakeholders are incorporated into it so as to safeguard the element with their full participation. Therefore, safeguarding and transmission of the element occur with their consent, involvement and commitment. The clergies, faithful, and all community members have their own responsibilities. Women have role to celebrate Timket by wearing cultural attire appropriate to the occasion, singing and dancing religious songs, observing the ketera ceremony on the eve. The concerned community members should also escort tabots while singing religious songs, clapping, dancing and women ululating following the rhythm of the beat of kebero (drum) of the priests and scholars throughout the long and solemn procession towards the celebration site and back to the churches. Clergies, elders and other practitioners of the element will transmit knowledge, skills and values of the element for young community members to ensure the continued enactment of the element. The practitioners of the feast should merge faith, history and culture to celebrate it annually, at Timkete-Bahir (celebration place) that symbolizes the River Jordan.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies) and, if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Authority for Research and Coservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH)
Name and title of the contact person:

Demerew Dagne

Cultural Heritage Research Directorate Director
Address:

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Telephone number:

cell+251-9-13-06-93-62 office +251 11 154 0041
Email address:

 demerewdagne@gmail.com


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have actively participated in all stages of the preparation of the nomination, including in terms of the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of other parties concerned, including, where appropriate, local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and preparation of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The request for the inscription of Ethiopian Epiphany on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage comes from the bearers and practitioners of the element. The nomination was undertaken by the Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH), under the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the FDRE (Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia). The nomination has received an unprecedented level of support from its bearers and the public. The purpose of inscribing the element is explained to them through various media and were given all relevant information well beforehand and had time for internal consultation on the benefits and impacts of the inscription. The ARCCH in collaboration with UNESCO provided awareness raising for experts, bearers and practitioners of the element on the implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. The aim of the training is to enhance stakeholders’ awareness on the 2003 convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage and Operational Guidelines. Consequently the stakeholders, which are the universities, regional culture and tourism bureaus and ARCCH with the consultation of the church and concerned communities, establish links among themselves. This will enable them to redesign their activities in accordance to the convention and in safeguarding ICH in general and in preparing nomination files for ICH in particular. In this regard representatives of the church, various community members, bearers and practitioners of the element have participated in three workshops held in Adama, Oromiya Regional States, Yirgalem, in Southern Nations Nationalities Regional State and in Addis Ababa. Senior Experts of Intangible Cultural Heritage of ARCCH shared experiences on the process of preparing the nomination and trained community members on the role they should play in the nomination. After this, the community has affirmed its consent to the nomination and extended their active support. The entire community has actively participated in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. As such, information with regard to the festival was collected from religious leaders and elders through interviews and focus group discussions with their full interest.  They give in response detailed description of the festival, its significance, religious, social and cultural functions, process of the celebration and also give suggestions for safeguarding measures which have all been incorporated in the nomination file. The EOTC also exerts its maximum effort in providing relevant information in preparing the nomination at all stages. It also gives permissions to the study team to get access to any information in the Ethiopian Epiphany Ceremony that was conducted in historical sites Axum, Lalibela, Gondar, Addis Ababa and in other places where the festival is celebrated colorfully. The EOTC, and several concerned communities also wrote letters in which they explained their desire to inscribe Ethiopian Epiphany that has deep religious, social and cultural meanings such as love, respect, co-operation and renewal, connect many nations and nationalities in the country and faithfully request the inscription and recognition of this intangible heritage, in view of reinforcing their safeguarding efforts.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In response to the communities request to inscribe the element, the different community members have been informed about the nomination plan in January 2017. On this occasion, they were consulted about the likely benefits and any possible consequences of inscription of the element. The matter is also officially discussed and debated on the various national media such as the National Ethiopian Radio and Television, Addis Television,  FM 97.3, Radio Fana  and on various news papers both in Amharic and other languages. As such, the bearers, practitioners who are directly involved in the ceremony and the custodian of the element gave their free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the festival for inclusion on the Representative List. Their consent is considered 'free, prior and informed' as the representatives concerned have been involved in the nomination process and no pressure was exerted on them and fully agree for the submission of this nomination file to UNESCO. Representatives of the church leaders, numerous ethnic groups, religious communities and well-known personalities have signed the attached document confirming their consent to the submission of this nomination file. Their consent is demonstrated through written and recorded concurrences. Two separate documents are attached with these nomination file. The first one is from the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the other from one Regional State. In both letters and petitions, the concerned community members including women in all parts of the country requested for the inscription of Timket and confirmed their consent with their signature.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of specific knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that the inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words. 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	There is no discrimination in age, gender, religion or any other ground against participating and witnessing this celebration. Anyone willing to participate in the festival will be allowed and tourism or research initiatives requiring access to the festival is permitted except the ceremonies assigned to the ordained orthodox clergies. Open access is provided for the academic institutions who can collect information resources regarding Timket Festival and publish the outcomes. The process of celebrating Epiphany has not limitation as to ethnicity, language, social status or political attitude. All men and women of any age do take part in it. All sects of the society participate in the holiday celebration without difference. Hence, its social significance with regards to strengthening social networking could be considered high. However, in pursuance with the canons of the religion, women cover themselves with a white sheet of cloth (netela).  The churches have separate entrance and stands for men and women. Shoes are taken off at the gate of the church buildings and while entering at the temporary tents of the tabots, chatters and unnecessary movements are prohibited. Only the Bishops and priests are allowed to view and touch the replicas of Ark of covenant. One can get information about the Ark but not access to it. This will ensure the continued transmission of the knowledge through publication. Inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect this religious practice governing access to Arks in all churches.     


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity;

b. 
Name and title of the contact person;

c. 
Address;

d. 
Telephone number;

e. 
Email address;

f. 
Other relevant information.

	Name of the entity: Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church 
Selomon Tolcha (Kesis)

(Head of Heritage Preservation and Registration, Library-Museum Department)

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

cell +251-911605850 
e-mail stolcha@yahoo.com   

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The inclusion of the nominated element in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to the nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element in an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
The name of the inventory in which the element is included is "The National Register of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Ethiopia Register No.0005"
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

According to the proclamation No. 209/2000 the office responsible for preparing the national inventory in Amharic, translate it into English and maintaining and updating it is the Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH).
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating process is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

The National inventory of Ethiopian Epiphany will be regularly updated every five years. In the updating process the existing information will be revised and new elements will be included to deal with the changing life of people and the resultant re-creation of the festival. The religious institution and concerned community will also be consulted about the updating process and asked to give their full consent to the regular updating and the inclusion of the element in the list of the national inventory.
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in the relevant inventory(ies):

Name of the element  in the National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Ethiopia is የጥምቀት ክብረ በዓል (Ethiopian Epiphany).The element was inscribed  under Register  No. 0005 
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

The date of inclusion of the element in the national inventory  was on January 22, 2017. 
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the role of the gender of the participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

The element was identified and defined with the consult of the Church, the concerned communities, bearers and practitioners of festival. After making preliminary preparation and reviewing, the experts directly proceeded to the inventorying process. The inventory is undertaken with full participation of the concerned communities in Axum, Lalibela, Gondar, in Addis Ababa and in other parts of Ethiopian regions where the festival is colorfully celebrated. Members of the various segments of the society have actively participated in the data collection process by providing data meticulously with due responsibility. They have participated throughout the process of inventorying the heritage by attending focus group discussions. Information on which all agreed was accepted for granted and included in the national inventory. The women community members have shown extraordinary commitment in preparing the dishes of the festival. Men and women contribute by demonstrating the cultural element and performances in places where audio-visual/documentaries were recorded. Clergies and scholars provide information during the discussions with data collectors. Relevant NGO’s in co-operation with universities, conducted research on this festivity and the outcomes of their findings is used as references in preparing the national inventory. As a result, the national inventory of festival contains in-depth description.
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. four hyperlinks in total, to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

The national inventory of የጥምቀት ክብረ በዓል (Ethiopian Epiphany) under Register  No. 0005 that was prepared both in Amharic and English languages have been attached to this nomination file.


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for activities geared at ensuring the visibility of the element if it is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that the related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of the community concerned is other than English or French;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language, if different;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

ten recent photographs in high definition;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo);
 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from five to ten minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video).

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, the principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage. 2016 . An Inventory of the              Intangible Cultural Heritage of Amhara Nation. Addis Ababa: Authority  for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage. ARCCH 

Bantalem Tadesse, 2010.  A Guide to the Intangible Treasures of Ethiopian Orhtodox Tewahido                       

Church: Historic Perspectives and Symbolic Interpretations of the Festivals. Addis Ababa: Kalu printing press.  
Daniel SeifeMichael, 2015. The Cultural and Social Values of Timiket: the Ethiopian Epiphany.                         EOTC Patriarcate, Addis Ababa. 
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. 2009. Ethiopian Church Treasures and Faith. France:L' archange Minotaure.
Gelawdewos Araia, 2015.UNESCO Should Recognize Ethiopian Epiphany as Intangible                  Cultural Heritage of Humanity. London :Institute of Development and Education for

Africa.

Gezahegne Girma, 2017. The Inscription of the Gada System on the Representative List of 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of  Humanity.Addis Ababa:Culture for Development of Ethiopia, Ministry of Culture and Tourism.
Tadesse Tamrat, 1972.  Church and State in Ethiopia (1270-1527). Oxford: Clarendon Press
Walelign Emiru,2007. The Ethiopian Orthodox Church Festivals of the Finding of the True Cross

and Epiphany:Temporal, Symbolic and Spatial  Aspects  and Anthropological Perspective.  Addis Ababa.

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should be signed by the official empowered to do so on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multinational nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Yonas Desta
Title:
General Director of the Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage
Date:
27 March 2018   
Signature:
<signed>     
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