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Emblem
The President’s Office

The Iranian Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization

In the Name of God

In Compliance with Article 12 to the International Convention on the Safeguarding
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, and referring to the Rule of the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s Joining the mentioned Convention approved in 2005, at the
Iranian Islamic Consultative Assembly, and based on the proposal submitted by the
General Director of the Office for Inscriptions and Preservation and Revitalization
of Intangible and Natural Heritage, intangible Cultural Heritage Element titled

“Rituals and Pilgrimage Ceremony at Qareh Kelisa”

in Iran with the following particulars:

Domain of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Element: Regional—Qareh Kelisa of
Iran (West Azerbaijan Province of the IR of Iran)

Age of the Element: Late Islamic Era

Is, hereby, inscribed on this date of 19 Dec. 2009 as No. 52, on the Iranian
National List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Hassan-Ali Vakil Esfandiar Rahim Mashaie
General Director of the Office for Vice President &
Inscriptions and Preservation and  Head of The Iranian Cultural Heritage,

Revitalization of Intangible and

Natural Heritage .
(Signed) (Signed)

Handicrafts and Tourism Organization
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Extract
ICH National Inventory of the IR of Iran
Title: Pilgrimage of St. Thaddeus Apostle Monastery

The Iranian Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization
(ICHHTO) had this element inscribed on the National ICH Inventory of the
Islamic Republic of Iran on 19 December 2009, under the registration number
52.

1. Name of the Element
Pilgrimage of St. Thaddeus Apostle Monastery

2. Categorization of the Element
Yes- Oral traditions and expressions
Yes- Performing Arts
Yes- Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
Yes- Social practices, rituals and festive events
Yes- Cultural spheres
Yes- Traditional Craftsmanship

3. Geographical Scope of the Element
The north-western region of [ran

4. Name of the Concerning Communities, groups and Individuals
The Armenian community of northern Iran as well as the Armenian
pilgirms coming from Armenia and other parts of the world.

5. Description of the Element
“Pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Apostle Monastery”, a ceremony marking
the martyrdom of an Apostle of Christ, St. Thaddeus, has been practiced
for over 54 years by the Armenian community of northern Iran, at the
village of Qareh Kelisa. The Monastery, together with its surrounding
churches were inscribed by the IR of Iran on UNESCO’s World Heritage
List, in 2008. The Monastery is the burial place of St. Thaddeus, who is
also referred to as “Tadeh” in the Persian language. The ceremony is a
three-day, annual, event that is held in July, during which Armenian
pilgrims from Iran and f Armenia visit the Monastery. The first two days
is allocated to cultural events, including baptising, organising weddings,
offering and lighting candles in the Monastery and its surrounding
environment. On the morning of the third day, the actual ceremony
begins with the chiming of the Monastery bells. The ceremony is
implemented by the Armenian Diocese (Tabriz, Iran). The Bishops of the



Urmia and Yerevan churches, accompany the Diocese (Tabriz, Iran) in
this event. The Armenian Diocese (Tabriz, Iran) walks among the crowd
holding the Relic hand of St. Thaddeus for people to see. Some of the
pilgrims kiss the symbolic relic to be granted healing and a cure from
pains and illnesses. The ceremony comes to an end with the Bishop
visiting the grave of St. Thaddeus and praying for him together with the
pilgrims.
6. Viability of the element
Satisfactory
7. Need for Urgent Safeguarding measures
None
8. Name(s) of concerning states Organisations, Institutes and etc.
- The Armenian Diocese (Tabriz, Iran);
— Iranian Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization
(ICHHTO);
- Representative of the Iranian Armenian at the Islamic Parliament of
Iran; and
- Representative of the Assyrians at the Islamic Parliament of Iran
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The Islamic Republic of Iran
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(REPRESANTATIVE AND IN NEED OF URGENT SAFEGUARDING)

Office for Inscriptions and Preservation and Revitalization
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45 Measuring unit in Kerman 19 Dzegggnber Kerman Province
46 The Shepherd's Sadeh in 19 December Kerman Province
Kerman 2009
47 Calender-Making in Kerman 19 Dzecc):ggnber Kerman Province
48 Chelleh bari Ritual 19 Qecember Kerman Province
2009
Wedding Ceremonyll n 19 December South Khorasan
49 Southern Khorasan's 5009 Province
Chenesht Village
50 Rain Seeking Ritual in South | 19 December South Khorasan
Khorasan 2009 Province
. , v 19 December .
51 Haji Bushehr's Hayat (yard) 2009 Bushehr Province

53 Moharram Ritual in 19 December Lorestan Province
Khorramabad-e Eslami 2009 '
. 5 Regional
54 Praylng.for Rain in Khorasan- | 19 December Khorasan-Razavi
e Razavi 2009 .
Province
Tha.nksglv'mg Ceremony by 19 December North Khorasan
55 Residents' of the Namanloo- ' .
. 2009 Province
village
56 Planting and Harvesting 19 December South Khorasan
Zaffaron in South Khorasan 2009 Province
57 Traditional Meteorological 19 December South Khorasan
Practices in South Khorasan 2009 Province
58 Kooteh Kooteh Ceremony in 19 December Kurdistan
Kurdistan 2009 Province
19 December Kurdistan
59 Goorzun Game 2009 Province
60 Shah Woo Nishti Ceremony 19 December Kurdistan
in Kurdistan 2009 Province
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