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LC-01 .

No: 97A15

Dear Mr Tim Curtis

By this letter, I, Soroush Akbarzadeh, the former chair of the city council of
Rasht and Secretary General of the Islamic Association of Teachers of the IR of
Iran, express my agreement with the joint inscription of the element, “the
ceremony of Mehrgan” on UNESCO’s List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity, by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan.
Thanking you in advance for your kind consideration, awaiting your favourable
action, I remain.

Sorush Akbarzadeh
Former chair of City Council of Rasht
and

Secretary General of the Islamic Association of Teachers of the IR of Iran
(18 March 2019) (Signed)
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LC-02

In the Name of God

By this letter, |, Khodayar Moavenat, Consultant to the Historical Texture and Zoroastrian
Cultural Heritage, express my full consent with the joint nomination of the element, “the
ceremony of Mehrgan”, by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan on
UNESCQ’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Khodayar Moavenat

Consuitant to the Historical Texture and Zoroastrian Cultural Heritage and the Member of

Zoroastrian Association
(singed) March 2019
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LC-03
No: 601

In the Name of God

Dear Mr Tim Curtis

By this letter, I, Zohreh Shemshadi, Chair of the Guilan Women and Youth
Environmental Society, express my full consent with joint nomination of the
element, “the ceremony of Mehrgan” by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Republic of Tajikistan on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Zohreh Shemshadi,
Chair, Guilan Women and Youth Environmental Society
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No: b/97/1532
Date: 18 March 2019

By this letter, I, Farhoud Jalali Kandelousi, Director of Parpiar Cultural Center;
cultural activist; researcher and poet, a citizen of Mazandaran, express my full
consent with the joint nomination of the element, “the ceremony of Mehrgan” by
the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan on UNESCO’s
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Farhoud Jalali Kandlousi,
Director of Parpiar Cultural Center

(singed and Stamped)
18 March 2009
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Date: 17 March 2009
No: 97/401
Exh: No

In the Name of Knower of All and Life Creator

I, Dr. Esfandiar Ekhtiyari, express my support of and full consent with the joint
nomination of the element, “the ceremony of Mehrgan™ by the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan on UNESCO’s Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Esfandiar Ekhtiyari
Representative of Zoroastrians (MP), at the Islamic Parliament of Iran
(Signed)
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Dear Mr Tim Curtis,

I, Dr. Mohammad Ali Faegh, Director in charge of Gilan-e Ma Quarterly,
express my full consent with the joint nomination of the element, “ceremony of
Mehrgan” by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan on
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

Best regards,

Mohammad Ali Faegh,
Director in Charge of Gilan-e Ma Quarterly
(Signed & Stamped)
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Dear Mr Tim Curtis,

By this letter, I, the Editor-in-charge and Director of the Rahavard Gil Monthly,
hereby express my full consent with the joint nomination of the element,
“ceremony of Mehrgan” by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of
Tajikistan on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity.

Best Regards,

Houshang Abbasi
Editor-in-charge and Director of the Rahavard Gil Monthly

(Signed & Stamped)
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The Mehr God is one of the most important and respectful gods in the Indo-
Iranian cultures and the ceremony of Mehrgan is an ancient ceremony held by the
Indo-Iranians. Apart from the Vedas and Avestai texts, Boghazkoi document
(1380 A.C.), is the most ancient written document that mentions the name of
Mehr, next to three other Aryan gods, Varuna, Indra and Nasiteh, as the protector
and guardian of the agreement between Hiti and Mitani.

In addition, a table and inscription remained from the first century A.C., from the
Iranians who settled in a village located in Anatoli, the village of Fergiyeh,
referred to the name of Mehrgan ceremony. Strabo, the Greek historian of first
century A.C., informed us about this ceremony and ritual too. This shows the
depth of this ceremony in our culture.

Today Zoroastrians admire the Mehr god as the judge of individuals and people
of the world and guardian of the covenant, promises and agreements. Mehr is one
of the manifestations of the great God Ahura Mazda. The 16% day of each month
on the Zoroastrian calendar belongs to the God of Mehr, known as the day of
Mehr (Ruze Mehr). On that day, Zoroastrians gather in a temple namely Darb-e
Mehr. Mehr Izad and the ceremony that comes together with it at the mid of each
month and year (16" day and 6" month), shows the function and role of this god
as a mediator.. This is emphasized in the Veda and Avesta holy texts. The
Mehrgan ceremony is a ritual that includes paying respect by Zoroastrians to this
god.

As such, I, Farzaneh Goshtasb, associate professor of Iranian Ancient Culture and
Languages, Research Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies, fully agree
with and support the joint nomination of the element, “Ceremony of Mehrgan”
by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan on UNESCO’s
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Sincerely yours,

Farzaneh Goshtasb,

Zoroastrian citizen of Iran

and

Associate Professor of Iranian Ancient Culture and languages, Research Institute
of Humanities and cultural studies (Signed)
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Date: 17 March 2019
No: 97/2/47

Exh: No

In the Name of Ahura Mazda

The ceremony of Mehrgan is one of the oldest and ancient traditional rituals of
Iranians that demonstrates admiration of agreement, contract, affection and
friendship. This is one of the most important rituals that spreads and expands
peace, love, and friendship among people through contract and agreement in the
entire world. This ritual has been held in Iran and other countries with common
cultural roots, in a magnificent way.

The council of Iranian Mobads, as the highest religious authority of Zoroastrians,
is very glad about the nomination of the “ceremony of Mehrgan” by the two
countries of Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan, in
UNESCO?’s list of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. By this letter,
we express our satisfaction for this action. As we do believe love, affection,
peace and agreement and contract embrace a common heritage and legacy of
human beings in all over the world and across the globe. The ceremony of
Mehrgan belongs to all people of the world and all nations regardless of age,
gender, religion and nationality.

Best regards,

The Chair of the Council of Iranian Mobeds

Mobed Ardashir Khorshidiyan (Ph.D.)
(Signed & Stamped)
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