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To whom it ma concern

As it is known thé historical monastry of thé apostle St. Taddeus has
been registered In 2008 in thé worid héritages list as one of thé most
valuable and historical monument.

We as primate of thé Armenian Diocèse of Tehran and North very
much appreciate and bless thé intention of ragistnng thé cérémonies of
pilgrunage related to thé Apostle st Taddeus.

It is worth mentioning that thé pilgrimage of Apostle st Taddeus is
worldwide recognized and very much appreciated by not only Armenians in
Islamic republic of Iran and republic ofArmenian but also by ail Armenians
ail over thé world. Each year thousand ofpilgrims are participating m this
traditional pilgrimage.

With fatherly blessings.
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DATE: 10.03. 2019
NO. G. 55. 19

UNESCO Intangible Cultural Héritage

Dear Esteemed Evaluation Committee,

l am pleased to address you as thé Prelate of thé Armenian Diocèse of Azerbaijan with
this letter of consent for thé nomination of thé St Thaddeus thé Apostle Monastery three Day
Pilgrimage for Intangible Cultural Héritage status. Thé St Thaddeus thé Apostle Monastery is
located within thé geographical borders of our diocèse.

It gives me deep spiritual gratification to witness thé thousands of Christian pilgrims who
gather every year at St Thaddeus thé Apostle Monastery following a pious tradition of offering
prayer and worship to God and venerating thé apostle of Christ, St Thaddeus, whose remains
according to ancient tradition, are buried beneath thé main altar of this Holy shrine Thé annual
pilgrimage to this site has been a continuous tradition in thé modem era since 1954 and was
initiated by a predecessor prelate of our diocèse. As thé spiritual leader of thé Armenians in
northern Iran, it is indeed humbling as a clergyman to observe thé love, hope and faith of thé
pilgrims in attendance who through their acts of charity and piety in turn bolster my personal faith
and thé faith of their neighbors and fellow pilgrims.

As Prelate and presiding officer of thé National Représentative Assembly, thé highest
authority in thé Armenian communities in Northern Iran, we hâve empowered thé Nomination
Committee in collaboration with Diocesan Executive Council to plan, exécute and oversee thé
St Thaddeus thé Apostle Monastery three Day Pilgrimage. Additionally since 2013, thé 13
member Nomination Committee was charged with systematically informing ail community
organizations, churches and schools, obtaining consent, garnering grassroots support and
assistance for thé Element's nomination for Intangible Cultural Héritage status. Thé Nomination
Committee worked in close coopération with thé Foundation for thé Préservation of Churches in
Iran and local governmental authorities assuring that ail parties were fully aware and supportive
of thé nomination process.

P.O.Box: 51355 - 4455 TABRIZ - IRAN

Tél. : (+98 - 41 )35553532 (+98 - 41)35553059 Fax; (+98 " 41)35542304

P/C: 51378 - 73384 E-mail:arajnordaran.tavriz@gmail.com



St Thaddeus thé Apostle Monastery three Day Pilgrimage is thé most significant event in
thé lives of thé Armenians of Northern Iran; moreover, for Christians worldwide, this pilgrimage
underscores thé honor and prééminence of thé world's oldest monastic shrine which has
served as ecclesial center for centuries and thé custodian of thé relies of St Thaddeus, thé
Apostle of Christ.

It is my earnest hope that our nomination of thé St Thaddeus thé Apostle Monastery
three Day Pilgrimage is inducted into your prestigious organization's register of Intangible
Cultural Héritage as a unique occurrence and a vénérable tradition that should be preserved for
thé benefit of ail Christians worldwide and in particular thé Armenian Christian minority of Iran.

^

^

Prayerfully Yours,

Bishop Krikor Chiftjian, Frelaté

Armenian Diocèse of Azerbaijan

Tabriz, Iran
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To whom it may concem;
I, as thé undersigned and thé attorney at law and a member of thé minority's
committee of Human Rights Commission of thé Bar Association hereby
expresses my satisfaction with thé universal registration of Pilgrimage To Thé
St.. Tadeus Apostle Monastery and déclare that thé above ceremony is not only
important for Armenian Gregorian's ofworld but it is very important for thé
unity and empathy of ail Christians in Iran.
For those who are involved in this action, l wish good luck.

Sincerely your's,
r. Ho 'ck ehboo

"»1

M. / .
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Dear Sirs/Madams,

Thé Ladies Guild of thé Armenian Diocèse of Azerbaijan and our entire
membership is fully knowledgeable, agreeable and encouraged with thé
nomination of thé StThaddeus thé Apostle Monastery three Day Pilgrimage to
UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Héritage status. For over 64 years our
organization has provided labor and support to thé pilgrimage which will be
ceîebrating its 65th year of continuous opération in July 2019.

Our responsibility as a women's organization with a crucial rôle in thé
planning of thé pilgrimage encompasses several important areas in addition to
thé normal du'ties of'ensuring thé beautification of thé sanctuary and
preliminary event planning. Thé Ladies Guild is entrusted with thé distribution
of votive candies and thé collection of offerings from thé attending pilgrims.
Thé pilgrims' heartfelt démonstration of piety^o this sacred place of worship is
indeed'encouraging for ail our members. To thé best of our abilities, we
encourage thé younger generation's love and respect for this centunes-old
pious tradition. 'To that end, we design and hand-sew ail thé robes for thé
girls and boys who serve on thé altar and sing in thé youth choir during thèse
high holy days of pilgrimage. From year to year, new robes are sewn in
différent'colo'rs and motifs-so our pilgrim visitors are exposed to new and
changing pageantry.

It is our heartfelt désire that your esteemed organization recognizes
and inducts thé St Thaddeus thé Apostle Monastery three Day Pilgrimage to
thé list of Intangible Cultural Héritage so thé pilgrimage will be honored with
thé prestige of your vénérable organization.

^o'uUî,,»

Respe Yours,

"^'
/

i
ine Nazarian

On behalf of thé Ladies Guild
Armenian Diocèse of Azerbaijan
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Islainic Parlament of Iran
Thé 10<h Round

Yonatan Betkolia

Représentative of Assyrian in Iran

Date: March 05, 2019

Thé peace o f thé Lord he with y ou
Hélio God be with you
With gréât pkasure, l announce my satisfaction with thé inscription of thé Pilgrimage To Thé St.
Thaddeus Apostle Monastery by thé two countries oflslamic Republic of Iran and Republic ofArmenia

Signed & Seakd
Yonathan Betkolia

secretary général of thé Assyrian Universal Alliance
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Islamic Parlament of Iran

Thé 10<h Round

Dr. Karen Khanlarin

Représentative of Armenians in Tehran & North of Iran

Date: March 09, 2019

This is to certify that, I, Dr.Karen Khanlarian / représentative of Armenians in Tehran and North of Iran
m thé Islamic Parlament of Iran, hereby déclare my consent regarding fhe inscription of thé "Pilgrimage
To Thé St. Thaddeus Apostie Monastery" by thé two countries of Islamic Republic of Iran and Republic
of Armenia and l further add that thé said ceremony is of gréât importance to thé Armenian Gregorian
Christian in Iran and around thé world.

It is worth mentioning that thé exact location where three Apostles, including Petrus, Bartimaeus, and
Thaddeus were buried is specified, and thé above-named church is built at thé burial place of Saint
Thaddeus, thé priest of Armenia Apostle Church, which is also of gréât importance to Christian around
thé world.

Signed & Sealed
Dr. Karen Khanlarian

Représentative ofArmenian ofTehran and North of Iran in thé Islamic Parlament of Iran
M.ember of Education & Research Commission
M.ember ofHigh Coundl of Evaluation &. Post-graduate Admission

Add. : Calipfwte ofSw Armenwn in Tehran - No. 295, Ostad Nejatollahi St., Tehran. Post Code 1998873311.
Tél.: 88902323 - 88901634-6 Fax: 88921415
Email: Kmvn.Khmdari@enwil.com



kâ ^.
ï ff
<ï^
J^-'
^̂
y

/

^'

^.
<U3
u-eu^ani-ia-usr^-Lr

^î~^a^%..
iiuaiTuiit7r^'anje-x»M-Tj
Armenian
Cultural

AMARAT
C^>t-ganis;ati(în

Ref: 11-2019-068
Date: 09 March 2019

Letter of Recommendation

Thé board ofAraral Sport and Cultural Complex expresses its satisfaction for

thé attendance of adolescences andyouths ofthis Complex in thé annual ceremony of

universal registration of "Pilgrimage To Thé St. Taddeiis Apostïe Monastery" by
Islamic Republic of Iran cmd Republic ofArmenia, andsîates thaï thé above ceremony
is not only important for Armemans but also for whole Chrlstianity ail around thé
world.

Yours Sincerely

Harmik Zovelian

Président, Boar ire tors
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Ararat sport dub:
Ararat ave., Vanak ave.,Vanalc sq.,
1994984455 Tehran-Iran,
Tel: (+9821) 8803 02 24-7
Fax: (+9821) 8803 26 4l

www.araratorg.org
info@araratorg.org

Cpuipmip U'uipquiiiuh (lîiupiiiuqui^yi):
hhn. ' (+9821) 88030224-7

hlmuiu]mMUÎt;U' (+9821) 88032641
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Thé Annenian Association of University Graduâtes

No: 48-050

Date: 27. 02. 2019

To whom it may concern

Thé Armenian Association of University Graduâtes (AAUG), as a non-governmental

charity organizadon (established 1943) déclares its deepest gratitude and satisfaction for

thé universal registration of "Pilgrimage To Thé St. Taddeus Apostle Monastery" by

Islamic Republic of Iran and Republic of Armenia, acknowledging that thé mentioned

ceremony bas significant importance for Armenians and also whole Christianity ail

around thé world. Moreover, member of this organization annually participate in thé

event mentioned above.

Hereby we express our deepest appréciation to ail of those whom are involved in this

program.

Sincerely,

Shapin Abramian

Chairmanoftheb d
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No. 60. Baharmastian St.. Bahar Ave.. Tehran 1574634451, Iran Tel: 88820899 - 88844300 Fax: 88848787

www.aaug.fr E mail: info@aaug.ir
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