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Letter of Consent

I, Karine Sargsyan, have for years been participating in the pilgrimages to St. Thaddeus
Monastery, situated in Iran. They are very important to me and | always look forward to
them. Each year family relatives, friends join me and my pilgrim friends, and thus, that
pilgrimage becomes a bouquet of wonderful days, full of unforgettable and priceless
memories.

I highlight the importance of those festivals, as at that time, as a carrier of the Armenian
culture and Christianity, | become spiritually enriched.

| participate in the Liturgy held at St. Thaddeus Monastery, share my feelings,
excitement and love with the pilgrims who come that powerful holy place from Armenia
and all over the world. Several unforgettable days, full of peace, kindness and love, new
acquaintances and new relatives.

We all are united by the belief, human communication and gratitude towards the
traditional culture.

| would like the nomination of the Pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery be inscribed in

UNESCO as an evaluation of our community of pilgrims.

Karine Sargsyan (signed)
Jambuli Street, house 57,
Yerevan, Armenia

Tel.: (093) 727-005

E-mail: kenisaryan17@mail.ru
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Letter of Consent

| participated in the pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery in July, 2014, when the 60t
anniversary of pilgrimage to the Monastery was being celebrated. Our group leaving for
a 5 day pilgrimage consisted of 25 people. The archpriest was leading our group of
pilgrims.

Before reaching St. Thaddeus Monastery, we visited St. Stephen Martyr Monastery and
the chapel of the Virgin Sandoukht.

Reaching St. Thaddeus Monastery, we witnessed an indescribable view: the tents were
surrounding the Monastery. All pilgrim-participants were to pass the night in the tents.
Not only believers came from Armenia, but also Persian-Armenians, American-
Armenians and foreigners, most of them with families, were participating in the
pilgrimage.

This was a huge experience for me to participate in such a mysterious pilgrimage, about
which | had heard a lot. First, we were participating in the canonical hour then in Liturgy.
After the evening canonical hour, the festivities were starting, which were accompanied
with singing, dancing, and hospitality. All these events, new acquaintances and
communication were bringing more value to everything. St. Thaddeus Monastery, under
the night light, was as if approving that our entreaties to God would, with the
intercession of St. Apostle Thaddeaus, definitely become true.

| should note that the inscription of the nomination of the Pilgrimage to the St. Thaddeus
Monastery in UNESCO will highly contribute in the value of our community of pilgrims.

Gayane Arakelyan

Pilgrim

32 Erebouni, apt. 2, postal code: 0020, Yerevan, Armenia
Tel.: 099 553-558

E-mail: gaya.1961@mail.ru
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Letter of Consent

| have heard a lot about the pilgrimages on the occasion of the commemoration of St.
Apostle Thaddeus. In 2017, | had luck to participate in that wonderful event. | was
surprised to see the tent town in the Monastery: there were so many tents there that
their lines were forming streets in the territory. On this occasion, the Armenians from all
over the world, as well as other Christians seeking the intercession of St. Apostle
Thaddeaus visit the Monastery. The majority of visitors are blood relatives, and the ones
visiting for the first time are treated in a way that they want to participate in the
pilgrimage events in the next years too.

We witness the good example of concord between the generations and the keeping of
traditions.

The inscription of festival of the Pilgrimage of St. Thaddeus Monastery, as an Armenian
heritage, by UNESCO will contribute the safeguarding of this beautiful tradition for

centuries.

Hasmik Hakobyan
1a Mamikonyants, apt. 17, Yerevan
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Letter of Consent

I participated in the pilgrimage to the St. Thaddeus Monastery in 2014. I received
unforgettable impressions from everything I got acquainted with during that period. The
preparation of the pilgrimage, acquiring of new friends, interpersonal communications,
sharing of foot, being together with singing and dancing merited everyone as a united
community gathered for the belief and culture.

When [ learnt from the pilgrims, that a nomination was being prepared about the
pilgrimage to present it to UNESCO, I got excited as I think that by the inscription of the

pilgrimage in the list of UNESCO the values we preserve and believe in will once again be

highlighted.

Marine Harutyunyan (signed)
G. Sherami 23, apt. 11, 0034,
Yerevan, Armenia

Tel.: 093-613-616

E-mail: medicines@moh.am
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Letter of Consent

It was in 2013 when for the first time I learnt that a group of believers of the Armenian
Apostolic Church was, as pilgrims, going to participate in the event of St. Thaddeus
Monastery in the North of Iran on the occasion of the Commemoration of the Apostle
Thaddeus and the Virgin Sandoukht. I couldn’t be happier. My mother’s ancestors were from
Maku, and that pilgrimage was also a way of meeting my ancestors.

The desired day came. We crossed the border, passed a long distance embraced with Mother
Araxes and relished with the accompaniment of lofty mountains. We visited St. Stephen
Martyr Monastery in Darashamb, admired the architecture of the wonderful monastery,
prayed to God for the peace in the world and continued our journey. Finally, St. Thaddeus
smiled down on us from afar with its rainbow-colored huge tent township. I realized what
the Festival of Tabernacles was. There were many pilgrims from various countries. It seemed
that all Armenians were there. This was a great opportunity for making acquaintances and
new friends. I felt like I was surrounded with my big family, as if all the pilgrims were the
descendants of my ancestors. We participated in the church events — canonical hours, All-
night Vigil, Andastan Service... and Liturgy. We visited the chapel of St. Virgin Sandoukht,
as well as Tsortsor Monastery, by crossing the Avarayr plain and once again surviving the
immortal bravery of our heroes. It has already been six years that I am returning to St.
Thasddeus Monastery with the call of ancestors and a national ought to bring my worship to
the tomb of St. Apostle Thaddeus.

I think that the inscription of the nomination of the Pilgrimage to the St. Thaddeus
Monastery in UNESCO will highly contribute in the value of our community of pilgrims.

Astghik Melikyan

Pilgrim

156b Atabekyan, apt. 20, city of Artashat, Ararat Marz, RA
Tel.: +37493 105437

E-mail: astghikmeliqgyan@gmail.com
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To the Intergovernmental Committee of the Convention

“On the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage” of UNESCO

It is a long-awaited annual event for the Armenian believer-pilgrims to leave for the Islamic
Republic of Iran and to participate in the St. Liturgy in St. Thaddeus Monastery and for
several days to listen to the prayers in the church together with the spiritual fathers, the
Armenian families gathered there from all around the world, the pilgrims who bring their
children for the baptism these are indelible impressions. The belief, human communication
and the evaluation of the traditional culture unite us.

Hence, we value and highlight the importance of the inscription of the nomination of the
Pilgrimage to the St. Thaddeus Monastery in UNESCO as an efficient step towards the

safeguarding and transmission of tangible and intangible cultural heritages.

Group of believer-pilgrims of St. Hovhannes Church, Yerevan

1) Archpriest Ter Tirayr Sardaryan (signed)
2) Razmik Kartashyan (signed)

3) Karen Alaverdyan (signed)

4) Rafayel Khachikyan (signed)

5) Hovhannes Jaghatspanyan (signed)

6) Mikayel Aramyan (signed)

7) Levon Kotanjyan (signed)

8) Argishti Sahakyan (signed)



9) Ara Gevorgyan (signed)

10) Rubik Muradyan (signed)

11) Narek Nuroyan (signed)

12) Grigor Voskanyan (signed)
13) Azniv Tatayan (signed)

14) Armine Atoyan (signed)

15) Anahi Babayan (signed)

16) Armenuhi Piltakyan (signed)
17) Andranik Mesropyan (signed)
18) Naira Mkrtchyan (signed)

19) Yelena Mesropyan (signed)
20) Ofelya Virabyan (signed)

21) Alvina Mirzoyan (signed)

22) Archpriest Ter Daniel Baghumyan (signed)
23) Davit Bucharyan (signed)

24) Anahit Sargsyan (signed)

25) Gayane Arakelyan (signed)
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Letter of Consent

The pilgrimages to St. Apostle Thaddeus Monastery, located in Iran, are events of cultural,
religious, cognitive importance. By their implementation, the intangible cultural heritage
and its expressions, which are related to the people’s belief, customs and traditions, are
highly valued and promote the cultural dialogue, interpersonal communication and heritage
appreciation, in general.

Living in Kotayk Marz, where many villages were founded back in 1828 by the Armenians
moved from Maku region, Iran, I, as a carrier of the heritage and historical recollection of the
element, highlight the importance of the inscription of the nomination on the Pilgrimage of
the St. Apostle Thaddeus Monastery in UNESCO as a specific expression of tangible and
intangible cultural heritage, which will strengthen the transmission and safeguarding of the

historical and cultural remembrance.

Lilit Mkrtchyan (signature)

Associate Professor, Candidate of Historical Sciences
Chairman of the Association of Young Historians NGO
Solak Community, Kotayk Marz, 0060, Armenia

Tel.: 094020381

E-mail: lilitmkrtchyan909@gmail.com
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Letter of Consent

In 1828, the ancestors of the habitats of the Community Ddmashen, Gegharkunik Marz
moved from Maku region and founded the village. A 7% century church, situated in the
village, was named after St. Apostle Thaddeus by the repopulated people from Maku, who
recalled and resembled it with the church of their birthplace.

We, the habitats of the community, highlight the importance and support the initiative of
the inscription of the pilgrimage to the St. Apostle Thaddeus Monastery in the list of

Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO.

Edik Nersisyan /signature/
Street 3, house 3, Community Ddmashen, Gegharkunik Marz
099 90 96 29



/:l — 2" Z,. Zécac x.C,,é/l
S e D lee 2
oS g e O/

//Zz e dad g Sapy o Pplay (Z fearSouclt f
/Zm//‘ locei L by /)Zx)g//// //7( L7
/W“Z/\ ye Ly fon fof G 2lf e f 2/2& 7{/ gt
£ gy bof nol gloate e 7 7 /// £1t5 L3l | rpo /// )

ﬁ&m 7/¢4.~( QM{»/////;/// w5 by 4l w7 ﬂt 7/ﬂ
(,muzw// [/ // /z‘ /L/;[ / [ ffeecle /‘/"‘2 ///JZZ;,
K&L/ /“/// (445 //@ |

SULE | spigbc fwlofif lecef bdp suy £2Y

;/Lzuﬂ, 2‘:‘. lé[ / ///?C /%,Q // 7/ J/K //m 7L, o

glussypye bt jpuadyney SAAOET "2 G for 4

é /L’\-/')u/j/ //-JZM j/u,wv'ﬁlébﬁ A”)ff/w/}/ 25 7};6&;//11 “ / ,, 5""‘2’" i-'&"/(g/ Pl W déz*‘/
&.L&wu.(' , / /
W?j/ / (S& l("'”'&/%/er 2["‘

r\

;fd}’ “7“%1,‘["/: L///: J;Z.‘X/ (/7 af:z. ;(.3 {:Z j,:u L’:\?(‘y Z/ } ,ﬁﬁZ",f ) f/ﬁ'*;{ 3
/ //4/{% 077%)/ Z{,/‘/M/& 4 Jpsd 50 Je Z5)



MOTHER SEE OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN
CATHOLICOSATE
CHANCELLERY

No. 315 5 March 2019

To the Intergovernmental Committee of the Convention
“On the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage” of UNESCO

The ancient Armenian nation thanks to its Christian belief, reached the peak of moral ideals
of Holy Gospel, creating a unique national value-system. The Armenian Apostolic Church
became the hearth and protector of that value-system and by its mission, not only educated
the Armenian generations, but also inspired and induced to new creations, which led to the
creation of the Armenian Christian culture and art.

In the whole territory of the Biblical Armenia, the Armenian nation built many monasteries,
churches and khachkars (cross-stones), which outlined the spiritual borders of the
Armenians and sanctified the Motherland. The Armenian monasteries and churches became
not only homes for prayers but also schools and universities, cultural centers.

Throughout the history, the Armenian Christian remained a pilgrim, always keeping the
roads leading to their sanctuaries busy. For the Armenian Christian the pilgrimage became
not only a source for the spiritual food, mind enlightenment, but also a sacred duty to
support and protect the monasteries and churches built by their ancestors. .

By its mission and private endeavors, the Armenian Church continually supported and
encouraged the tradition of pilgrimages, promoting their conversion into the national
festival. During the pilgrimages, alongside the prayers and sharakans (Armenian chants) in
the sanctuaries, the folk music and songs were heard, and the pilgrim Armenians danced
around their holy temples accompanied with the bread and salt blessing and Agape feast
sharing.

Nowadays as well, the pilgrimages to the historical monasteries and holy places located in
Armenia and neighboring countries are a part of the Armenian life. Among them, the

pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery has its unique place.



St. Thaddeus Monastery was built on the tomb of St. Thaddeus (43-66), one of the apostles-
founders of the Armenian Apostolic Church. St. Thaddeus Monastery is one of the
sacramental places of pilgrimage in the life of the Armenian Christian nation. Since ancient
times, on the occasion of the commemoration of St. Apostle Thaddeus and St. Virgin
Sandoukht (it's a movable feast, being celebrated during summer), thousands of pilgrims
from all over Armenia, as well as current Armenian communities, have been visiting St.
Thaddeus Monastery. This pilgrimage is accompanied by the national festivals; as a result, it
gains an important ethnographic value.

This spiritual-cultural event is not only a natural occasion for the believer to express
religious experiences and emotions, but also a practical way to recognize and safeguard a
monument of unique Armenian architecture. Taking into consideration the fact that St.
Thaddeus Monastery is now in the territory of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the opportunity
of the pilgrimage is a stimulus both for the cooperation between the neighboring and
friendly nations and the appreciation and safeguarding of the cultural heritage. The feast
dedicated to St. Apostle Thaddeus is celebrated in the whole Christian world; hence this
pilgrimage will become a Pan-Christian festivity, and be involved in all programs of
spiritual-cultural journeys of different Christian churches.

Highly valuing the necessity of the pious tradition of the pilgrimage in the national-church
life, and highlighting the cultural importance of that event, the Armenian Apostolic Church
welcomes and provides its consent to the initiative of inscribing “Pilgrimage to the St.
Thaddeus Monastery” in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity of UNESCO.

Fr. Paruyr Avetisyan,
Director of the Intra Church Relations Department

Signature
SEAL of Catholicosate

Tel.: (374 10) 517 100, 517 119, fax: (374 10) 517 301, e-mail: divanatun@atchmiadzin.am
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3NFLEBUYO-h
«Ng Gintpwywd Gawynipwiht dwrwOgnipjw b wwanwwbntpul Jwuhl»
YnGytlghwih dhoywrwywpwywh Yndhuintha

<hGwynipg hwy dnnnynipnp pphuunnbtwywb hwywwnph 2Gnphhy
pwnapwgwy Up Uytnwnwih pwpnwyw hnbwiGeph quqwep’ Yenpuntiny
hUplbwwnhuw waquwihlh wpdbhwiwywpg: <wjwunwiw)g Unwpbiwywb Unipp
Gytntght nwndwy wjn wpdbhwdwywpgh oppwth ne wwhwwbnnp U hp
wrwpebintpjuap ng Shwjt Ypptig nt nwuwnhwpwlytg hwy ubpnianObpho, wyl
ngti2bstig nu dnkig Gnp wpwnndbph, npnGg wpnyntapnid YepunyGght hugyuyw
pphuinnGbwywl vwynypl nt wpybuwnp:

Uuinjwéwlguwb <wjwunwbh nng tnwpwdépnid hwy dnnnynipnp Ynpnnbg
pwqgmd Jubptn, Gytnkghbtn nu fuwgpwntn, npnbp qétight hnglinp uwhdwbotnp
hwj dnnnypnh L uppwgphG <wintbh hnnp: <wywlywt Juwbpbpt n Gytntghttpp
nwndwb ng dhwjl wnnpeh nbtn, wjb nwpngbtn nt hwdwuwpwoGkn,
dawynipuwihl opwiubbn:

Mwwndnipjwb nne plpwgpntd hw)y pphutnnbjwl Ghwg niLfutnwynp’ thwn
pwlniy wwhbiny nbwh hp uppwdwypbp viwOnn swbwwwphbbnp:
NijuwnwgbwgnipiniGp hwy pphuunnGjugh hwdwn Bnwy wnpynip ng dhuyla hnglinp
ubnigawa, duinph (ntuwynpnepjul, wils uppwquit wywnunwwbnegnitd hp hwyptiph
Yurnigwd yubpbpho ne Gybntightbnht odwlnwytin L wwhwwakint hwdwnp:

{wywuwnwhywig Unipp GULinkghl hp wrwptintpjudp L dwubwynp
atirbwnpybtinny dunwwbu pwewibnbg nu uwwnwnbg nijunwgbwgnipnGlbph
wywannypp’ Gwwuwnbiny Gwb npwbg dnnnypnwiliwd wninbwfudpnipyul
Ybpwéiwhbp: Nifjutnwgbwgnipinibbtiph dwiwbwy uppwywpbnnud wnnppltpht nu
wpwywbbtph0 gnigwhte hOsbg waqquyht Gpgl ne Bpwdnneenibp b ntfutnwynp
hwinpnhp wwp pratght hptitg unipp tnwswnatph 2noe L wyn wdkap
nntygytight winh nt hwgh ephbnipjwdp L uhpn Zwyh (Agape) dwwnnigdwdp:

Wuon | huwyng Ywbpnid zwupnibwlyned 60 nijunnwgqwgnepnubbtnp nbwh
wuwwndwlywb Jubpbp n uppwywptp, npnbp gunbynid 5o <wjwunwbnied L
hwplwb tpypbepnud: Wn wakith zwppnd hp npnyb wnbnG nuoh nbwh Up Bwnkh
Jwbp Juwuwnwpynn nifuinwgbwgnegniap:

<tn./Tel: (374 10) 517 100, 517 119; Ddwpu/Fax: (374 10) 517 301; Erapnuwm/e-mail: Divanatun@etchmiadzin.am



Up Bwnth ubpp ywrenigyb) £ <wjwuunwbjwig Urwpbiuwywb Unipp
Gutnbgnu hhilwnhp wewpywibtnphg Up Rwntinuh (43-66 pp.) nwdpwpwih Ypw:
£phunnnbjw hwy dnnnypnh Ywbpnid Up Bwnbh Jubpp Ghpuwywb
nijunnwyw)ptiphg 4a6yo t: <bnig h ybp <wjwunwbh qubwqwo Ynndphg wjuop
Gwl hwywywb gunposwjulbtinhg, Up Bwnbnu wewpjwih b Up Uwbnnifuun Ynyuh
wnnbh Qupdwwb k, Gaynud t wdrwb plGpwgpht) weheny, hwquwpwynp
ntlutnwydnpbbip 66 wigbinud Up Bwntih ubp: Un nifutnwgbwgnipinibl
nintygynid t dnnnypnwyw b ninbwudpnugntGbtpny, npny wyl uuinwibned
waawgnwywl unlnp Gwbwynipnib:

£nglnp-vwynipwihlt wyu hpwnwpdnipyntbp ng Shw)b phwywl wehp £
npulnptint hwywuwnwgjwih Ypnbwywl wwpndbenb m qquignidbtnp, wyil
gnpéOwywh shong ninnywd hugyuiwl swpunwpwwbnnipub hGphwunhw th
hnizwndwbh swlwsdwbl nu ywhwwadwap: <wdh webtbing wb wil
hwOqwdwbpp, np wyuop Up Bwnbkh Juwapp guinbGydnid § bpwlh hupwdwyuwb
Lwhnpwwbwnnipywl tnwpwédpnd’ ntjunwgbwgnepjwb hGwpwynpnipniOp fupw ¢
hwplwb nu pwpblwd dnpnynipnbtph hwdwgnpdwygnepjwa, dwynipwihh
dwrwOgnipjwl wpdlnpdwl nt wwnwwbnepjwb: Up Bwnbinu wewpjw|p wtninbGih
untpp £ nne pphunnnbbwywl wfuwphnid, hnbwpwp wu njutnwqbwgneeniip
Ynwrbtw hwiwpphunnGbwlwl ninGwfudpnipnit’ pbngpydtiiny twpptin
pphunnltiwywb Gytntghttiph hnglinp-dwynipwihb AwbwwwphnpnniginlGbtph
onwgntph dto:

Utdwwbu Yuplnptbiny wqawhbt-tytntgwywb Yubpnid
nijunwgbwgnipjub pwpbywnwwt wjwinnigiuwb withpwdtunnegniap b
262uinbiny wyn ppwnwpdnpjwl dawynipw)ha Gwlwynueinibp’ {wjwuunwbjuyg
Urwptjwlw Unipp GYtintght nnentinud L hp hwiwdwjbnipnthb b ppnud «Up
Bwnbnuh Jwbph nijuinnwgbwgnipnibp» 3NFLGULO-h dwpnynipjwb ng
Ontpwywb vawynipwyhlh dwewbgnipjwb GEpYwywgnigswywl guwbynid gpwbgbin
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REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOGRAPHY SNCO

08 February 2019 No. 2470-43a
The Intermediary of the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography of the RA NAS
for Inscribing the Pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery in the Representative List of the

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of UNESCO

For years, the scope of the studies done by the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography of
the RA National Academy of Sciences has included the research of pilgrimages, as an
important expression of the national cultural heritage. These periodical ritual journeys,
which are related to the holy territory, ritual places and important cultural narratives,
preserve and transfer the events of cultural and historical memories for the community from
generation to generation, reassure the religious feelings and contribute their continuity.
Special inclusions of the Armenian national Christian pilgrimages are clearly expressed and
continued during the annual pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery, located in Iran.

Before the beginning of 20 century, the periodical annual pilgrimages to St. Thaddeus
Monastery were the important part of the spiritual/religious and spiritual/cultural life of the
Armenian nation. There are many written testimonies, descriptions. The political events
from 19% century till the first quarter of the 20 century - huge displacements of the
habitants, evacuations from their residences and as a result the cultural breakdown from a
range of the Armenian cultural values, sovietization of the Eastern Armenia, an organization
of big repatriation to Soviet Armenia in 1940 resulted the impossibility of physical
communication with the population and tangible values, namely St. Thaddeus Monastery,

which appeared in different sides of the borders. The anti-religious policy of the Soviet



Union in its place first resulted the decrease of the pilgrimage, then — its strict localization. In
fact, for some period of time only Iranian-Armenian continued the tradition.

On 30 July 1954, after a long break, a mass pilgrimage organized by a group of believers
became a new attempt to be connected with the Armenian cultural heritage in Iran, as well
as an expression of a special dialogue on efforts and achievements to safeguard the cultural
and religious uniqueness.

Today as well, this pilgrimage preserves the main features of the national pilgrimages in the
Armenian traditional culture — volunteering, visits with family and kin, tradition of self-
organization and celebration in the territory of the church, national entertainment, songs
and dances, community unity, festivals, etc., which make the mentioned phenomenon very
important for the scientific ethnographic studies. The pilgrimage creates an opportunity for
the participants to preserve the connection between the historical heritage and the
environment, territory presenting that heritage; it is a means of satisfaction and relaxation
for the participants; it strengthens the social links of the community, as well as the transfer
and development of the group identity and historical continuity.

By this letter, we provide the support of the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography in the
initiative on the inscription of the Pilgrimage to the St. Thaddeus Monastery in the
representative list of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of UNESCO.

We think that it is fully compliant with the requirements presented for the inscription, and
can truly enrich the practice of cultural dialogues of humanity.

P. Avetisyan (signed)

Director of the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography of the RA NAS,

Doctor of Historical Sciences

OFFICIAL SEAL: Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, RA, SNCO

15 Charents Street, 0025, Yerevan, Republic of Armenia, tel./fax: (37410) 55 68 96,
e-mail: pavetisyan@sci.am
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES PECITYBAMKA APMEHYS
REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA HALIMOHAABHAS AKAAEMUS HAYK
INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND MHCTHUTYT APXEOAOTUM U
ETINOGRAPHY SONP STHOTPAGUH 'HKO
08. 02.2019 Ne 2470-43w

22 GUU htughum pjwt b wqqugpnipjub htunpunnunh Jhotnpynipniip

U. Buaglinu)p quiiph nijpnughwgnipniup 80RLEUYO-h dupylnipjut ny ynipuljui
Usulym pwyhtt dupwigmpjub ibphujugnigswljub guiymd tkpuntim hudwp

22 Qhumpmbubtph wqquypt  wliunbdpuyh  hbwughnmput m wqqugpnippuh
puunmpnmwh  hpuwljubwgpud  nunwlbwuppnipnibitph opowtimlp  nwubwdjulubkp
swpnttuly tipwnnud b ntjutnugbugnpynitiiph muntdiwuhpnipiniiip” npybu dngnypruljut
Upwlmpuyhtt dwpwbgmpjutt Jupbnp Jdp  gpubnpmd: Chuwfwb wyju  wwpphpujwb
Sundthnpympnibinbpp, npnip Yuwdwd ki npll uppuquit pblupdnn mwpwsph, Shuwlwt
Juyplph b Yuwpbnp dpwhnipught twpuwnmjubph htwn, hpkug Uk ywhwywinid b ubkpunk
ukpniin B thnjowbgmd Ypnn hwdwjvph hwdwp Yuplnp dowympuyht m wundwljwi
hponnnipjwt hpunupdnpmbbbpp, Jipwhwunwnnd b Ypnbiwljwbh  qqugmdubpt m
bujwuwnnd npu supnibwjuljubimpyubip; _

Zugjwlwh  pphunnbhwlwt  dnpmjppuljwi nhonwqbwgnipnitiipht hunamy
puggpynudtbipp hunwl npubnpynd b pupmbwlynud ki Ppuinud quninlny U. Pugknuh
(Punkh) Juiiph unlbbwdju mjunwuginugnipyut pupugpnud:

Uhtglh 20pn nwph ujhqp Unipp Punkh Juip junwpnn wuppbhpuub, wdkbundum
nijnwqumgmpynitbipp Yuqudkp ki hwy dnnnjpnh hnqunp/Ypnbwfuwit b
hngunp/dpwynmpuyhtt Ytbgunh Ywpbnp dwup: Fpw dwopb wbh puqiuphy qpundnp
Yyuynipynibiblip, Wjwpwgpnipjnibtp: 19-py guphg ujuws dhyl 20-pn quph weweht
pupnpymid wnbknh  mblgwd punupwliwb  hpuwnwpwdnipmiiikpn phuljsmput  Jbks
ntnuwpwpdtpp, wwphwbndp pptlg phwimpjub Juyptiphg U upw htunbwbpn] wbnh
nibkgwd Upwhnipuyhbh Jugnuip buyng dh pwpp dpwlmpwiht wpdtputphg, Uplbju
zujuunwih  unphppugtwgnudp, 1940p. Uks  hugpbhunupdmpiut  juqiulbpynudp
Tunphppuypi  Zujuwuwnwb  unbndbght  uwhdwbibph  wwppkp  dwubpnd huguninws
Puwlsmpput U Wnpwlwub  wpdbpibph, wdjuy ghypmd Umpp Bwnkh Jwiph hbkn
$hqplufute humnpnulgdut wibhinuphunipnibp: uzZu huijujpnimljuta

bplwh, 0025, Quplbgh than. 15, htin,, Hupu (37410) 55.68.96.
PecnyGauxa Apmenus, 0025, Epenan, ya. Yapenna 15, tea., daxc (37410) 55.68.96
Charents Str. 15, Yerevan, 0025, Republic of Armenia, Tel, Fax (37410 55.68.96
E-mall pavetisyan@sci.am



punupaiubnpimbp bp hbppht hutighgpkg wyy nunwgugmpput s g, wagw’
b nbpaybagdubp: b huwnugh npnp dudwbuay 2epmbag by b dhugh hpwtiahwytipp:

1954 p. hoyhuh 30-hb bpupuant pugdhenudhg hbwn dh nudp haquuunagpuagbitiph
Yanvhe  Yuquuhbpygiud  qubqiudwht mpeowqlugnpmbp bop dhinpd  bp Yy
havnwalpe hputnad gulgnn hwjuu dawyngppupl dunwtgnmpputt htin, e bal
dulmpaghl,. jpobwjwb phpunhympmbp wwheyabibng owlptph mu hwennnuittiph
wrnbdinuhwamy kpllenungpul gpubnpnud b

Upeop i wye mpuunughwgnmipnibp wwhywbnud thagbph wdubiqujub dewyngpnd
rupuijwd dagnjppujub nponwglugmpmititph hhdbwob gdtpp junlwynpmpmbp,
ptumbbiub  Yud  wqquiguywmb  judpkpny wygkjnipymbbbpp,  bikgkgor  wwpuspnud
hhptmlmguwlbpupilo b unbin wpalnhlubkpp, dnqnyprujut qupawbpltpp, kpglhm
wupp, hundeybwlut dhwobnipymbp, benypp b ayjb, hbsp toqud plinypep juhuwn jupbap t
qupdbnud ghunaljwl wqgugpuljut nuundbwuhprgpgmbtkph huwdwn: Quunughwugnipnuip
hbpunjnpmpymb b unbgonud dwutiulhgukph hudwp wwhywibne Juyp yundwulub
dwrubgmpub m wju dunwbgnipyminp ubkpljuuglng dheuwnjuyph, wwpudph htw, hnghljut
Pujupupinl m jhgpwpudut wohp bt hwbnhuwbnud dwutyhgubph  hunfwp,
wiipuegbnmd & jpon hunfuybiph unghwjuluh Yuygbpp b edpught hbiptingeul, yundnipyub
Jupmimwlwbmpput hopwbhgnuali nu qupgugnudp:

Wu tudwiny hwpnbnd  bbhp  Shwghumpub nu wqquqpoipjut - htunhwnnunh
wowlgmpmip U. Bunbnuh Juiph ntonugiugnipynibp 8NAPLEUYO-h dwpnynipjul ny
wmpwlwt dwlmpuht  dunwliqmppob ukplujugnigsuljut - guwbynud bkpuntjnu
bwhmd bnbm pywtp:

Qupénud Eip, np ugb thupdbp hudwyunuupoutinad t pungpiuwibp tkpluywgng
gpwhwmbietbpht b hpugbu Jupnn t  hwpunwughlt;  dwppimpub Upwljmpuyht
Ephjunenipim ikbph wpaito hﬂlﬁspg
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MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
HOVHANNES SHARAMBEYAN CENTRE OF POPULAR CREATION SNCO

64 Abovyan, 0001, Yerevan

Tel.: 374 10 56 93 83,

56 93 87, 56 93 80

info.folkartcenter@gmail.com

folkartcenter@mail.ru

No. 07-1

24 January 2019

To the Intergovernmental Committee of the Convention

“On the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage” of UNESCO

St. Thaddeus Monastery was built during the first years of the revelation of Jesus Christ. The
Monastery is situated 20 km from the city of Maku, Iran, in the North-East of Chaldiran
Plain. The current building of the Monastery consists of two — new and old constructions.
The part with the black stone was built in 1329, and the new one, from the white stone, was
built upon the order of Abbas Mirza in 1820.

During the Sasanian, Zoroastrianism and Mithraism, the worship of the god Mithra, were
widely spread in Armenia. In the IV century, after the Christianity was adopted as a state
religion, their existence ended.

St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew, two of the apostles of Jesus Christ, were the first to
preach the Christianity.

As mentioned in the Armenian historic sources, Thaddeus first preached in the Assyrian
Mesopotamia, then in Edessa (Urfa), and after he came to the district of Artaz, which was the
center of the Armenian kingdom. The Apostle Thaddeus started preaching Christianity

during the King Sanatruces. By the preach of the Apostle, many people converted, including



the princess Sandoukht. The king Sanatruces ordered to kill the converted people, and to
imprison Sandoukht. Sanatruk tried to convert Sandoukht back from Christianity by
different means, however even the ishkhan (the governor) and his accompaniments, even
the jailors, who came to convince her, converted to Christianity. Finally the furious king
ordered to kill his daughter. In 66, the Apostle Thaddeus passed away in the city of
Shavarshavan, historical district of Artaz. The body of the Apostle was buried in the place
where Sandoukht was buried. Up to now, St. Thaddeus Monastery, built on the tomb of the
Apostle is situated in the province of Atrpatakan, West of Iran.

St. Thaddeus Monastery has a unique meaning for all Armenians, and each year, on specific
days in July, a 3 day pilgrimage is organized dedicated to the Apostle Thaddeus. On these
days each year, many Armenians and Christians from all over the world organize a
pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery and make religious festivities. Events such as a
worship of animals and birds, as well as baptisms are being held during the days of the
pilgrimage of St. Thaddeus.

St. Thaddeus Monastery is included in the list of world heritage of UNESCO. The pilgrimage,
in general, symbolizes the continuous dedication of the nation towards the historical-
architectural and religious center, confirms the conscious and hereditary dedication towards
the ancestors’ cultural heritage of that nation or ethnos.

The pilgrimage to St. Apostle Thaddeus Monastery is not only a religious and ethnic cultural
component, but a pledge of the evaluation and safeguarding of historical and cultural values
created by the whole humanity.

We request to inscribe the annual pilgrimage held in July to the Armenian St. Apostle
Thaddeus Monastery located in the territory of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the list of

Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO as a characteristic cultural event.

DIRECTOR: H. Hoveyan (signed)
OFFICIAL SEAL: RA Hovhannes Sharambeyan Center of Popular Creation SNCO
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30PLEUYO-h «fly inipwlwl Upulnipuyht
dunwbgnmpjui ywanwuimppuh yuuhb»
Yntjkughugh dhownwjwpulwh Yndhinkhi

funkh Juibpp, Jupmgyk bt Zhumu Lphuninuh hwpnbnipjub weweht
wwphlibpht: Jutpp quinynud k Ppwbh Uwlnt punuphg 20 Yu  hknwnpnipyjub
Ypw, 2upgpuitth gupunwduph hmuhu-wpblpnud: dwbph tbphw Yuenygp
punlugwsd k kpynt tnp b hhb ohtimpiniibibiphg: Ul pupny hunjwsp junmgyk &
1329 p., hulj inpp’ 1820 p. Uppwu Uhpquyh opnp wpnnenyhti uujhwviwly puiphg:
Uwuwlywlbph  opnp  Zwjwunwind  wwpwdjus Ll Lnty
Qnuyupnulwimipinibp U Uhhpwwimpniip’ Uhhp wundn wwonudnibipp: IV
qupnid Lphunnbbmpnitip whwwlwh §pnt hpswlybnig htwn , npubp gupupkg
kb gnympymi muktiwymg:




Zhunwu  Lphuninuh 12 wowppujikphg Gpynmup'U. Pugboup U U
Pupnnunhuknup, wowehlt ki punngk) pphutnnutmpniip:

Zugjwjul  wuwndwiwh wnpmpbbiph  Juymppudp | Punbnup bwfu
pupngnid k wunpufwb Uhewghwnpnud, wjunthtntt Gpbuhwnud (Qwhw) , wyw
quihu bt Upnwq quiwne, npp hwdwpynud tp hugjulwt puquynpnipjut
llhhﬁpnhi}: Pugtnu worwpjuyp Uwbwwnpntly puquynph opnp E uljul) pupnqby
pphunintibmpynity: Unwpjuih pupngsmpyundp puquwphy dwpghy qupdh kb quijhu,
npnig pynwd kp bwb  wppwjwupnuunp Uwigmpunp: Uwbuapnilly  wppub
hpuduymy k uph pwoky popnp bnpuqupdikphl, huly Uwbgniunpi’ painwplby:
Uwtunpnuyp wuppkp dhengutpny thopdnud b pphunnubnipiniuhg hpuwdupkgiky
Uwinmipinhb, vwljuyl Jipohihu hundngbime Bjws hojuwtih ni ipw ninkyhgukpp,
wbqud, pubnwuwhubkpp tnybyhu pphunnubmpnit o pugmbmd: b Jbpon
Unjkqiwd puquunpp hpudwynud b uggubtk] quinkpp @ 66 pyujuuht Pugbnu
wrwppup  twhuwnwlipnd b oyuuduwl Upawg quyjunh  Cwjwpoujui
punupmu: Unwpjuih dwpdhth wnhhngujnud £ ugb ugpnud, npunbn punty Bp
Uwtipmunp: 8ujuop Ppwtth wiplidinjut Uwnpyuwnwlut twhwignud jubignih b
wnwpjuh ghpbquuth Jpu junmgyws U. Bunkh Juibpn:
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