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І. Activities completed:

The following activities have been carried out during the period under review:
1. Re-registration of the Association ‘Regional Center for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in South East Europe under the Auspices of UNESCO’, necessitated by changes made in the nominal representation of the founding members: the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

2. Setting up of an expert working group to draft the fundamental documents pertinent to the operation of the Center: a long-term program, an annual action plan, a list of budgetary allocations, and rules of procedure governing the convening and proceedings of the General Assembly.
3. Measures to locate and obtain suitable premises for the Center. Subject to a contract already in place, the Ministry of Culture has provided office space consisting of 5 rooms: 4 offices and a meeting room in an imposing  building of the Ministry at the following address: 7 Lachezar Stanchev St., Izgrev City Borough, Sofia 1113. The offices of the center have been furnished and equipped. 

4. Four meetings have been held of the Managing Board and two of the General Assembly.

5. Commissioning of a publication on the intangible cultural heritage and of photographic illustrations on the subject necessary for the official inauguration of the Center. To that end, a bidding procedure was organized in compliance with the Public Procurement Act. The contract was awarded to Lettera Publishing House of the City of Plovdiv. The publication will be bilingual, in Bulgarian and English.

6. Commissioning and production of a brochure in Bulgarian and English containing the fundamental documents: the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage; and an Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on the establishment, in Sofia, of a Regional Center for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in South Eastern Europe under the Auspices of UNESCO (Category 2) 
7. Consultations with the UNESCO Secretariat regarding the documents of the Center and its activity.

8. Enlisting of representatives of the countries of the South Eastern European region designated to participate in the General Assembly, subject to a proposal by the Ministers of Culture of the relevant countries in the region.

9. Participation of Prof. Mila Santova, Ph.D. in Art, in the 6th session of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Bali, Indonesia, November 2011.
10. A procedure for the selection of an accounting firm to serve the Center. Purchase and installation of software to manage the financial operation of the Center.

11. An award procedure for the production of a logo of the Center and discussion by the managing board of the designs submitted, with representatives of the National Commission of Bulgaria for UNESCO. 

12. Opening of a bank account on behalf of the center; servicing of said account. 
13. Appointment of a provisional Secretariat (experts hired on private service contracts) for the preparation and organization of the Center’s official inauguration.

14. Discussing, within the public Intangible Cultural Heritage Board under the Minister of Culture, the progress in the preparation and the measures undertaken to ensure the proper operation of the Center.

ІІ. Results achieved
The practical foundation has been laid for the proper operation of the Regional Center for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in South East Europe under the auspices of UNESCO. The fundamental documents regarding the Center and its operation have been drafted. Steps have been undertaken to convene the General Assembly and in preparation of the Center’s official inauguration.
