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	A.
	State(s) Party(ies): China

	B.
	Name of element: Qiang New Year festival

	C.
	Community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned:
Villages of Luobo, Qiangfeng, Baduo and Buwa in Wenchuan County; townships of Puxi, Taoping and Xuecheng in Li County; Townships of Heihu, Qugu, Sanlong, Diexi and Fengyi in Mao County; townships of Xiaoxing and Jin’an in Songpan County; townships of Qingpian and Yuli in Beichuan County; and residents in Suojiang and Doukou Towns of Pingwu County.

Main inheritors: Yu Shiyun, Wang Zhigao, Wang Fushan, Yu Guangyuan and etc.

	D.
	Brief textual description of the nominated element:
The Qiang New Year festival occurs on the first day of the tenth lunar month. It is the most important traditional festival of the Qiang people. It is a celebration of thanksgiving to the god of heaven for his benevolence and of prayer for a fertile land, a prosperous population and a harmonious world. It is a cultural ritual whereby the Qiang people seek to protect nature and humans’ living environment, as well as promote social and family harmony. The celebration comprises three parts: sacrifice to the mountain, community rejoicing and sacrifices held in the family. 
The sacrifice to the mountain is presided over by the priest shibi; it includes sheepskin-drum dancing and prayers for favorable weather. In the community rejoicing the villagers are dressed in their traditional costumes, sing and dance with great excitement and drink ‘sipped’ wine (zajiu) so as to express happiness over an abundant harvest and their sincere piety towards the gods. Finally, the heads of families preside over family worships during which sacrifices are made to the family gods and offering in sign of gratitude are presented to the god of fire. All the family gathers in a drinking party.

	E.
	Brief statement of the viability of the element, its need for safeguarding and the proposed safeguarding measures:
Before the 1980s, all Qiang fortress villages used to celebrate the New Year Festival. However, in recent years, due to the impact of changing times, the migration of workers and the declining interest in traditional rituals among youth, the number of villages that can still completely perform the celebrations for the New Year has decreased from the more than a hundred in the past to the presently twenty odd. People’s participation in the sacrifice to the mountain and community rejoicing has also fallen sharply, nowadays numbering around a hundred thousand. Moreover, the 8.0 magnitude earthquake that struck Wenchuan has inflicted heavy losses to the natural and human environment of the Qiang New Year activities. Transmission of the New Year Festival is being severely threatened; it is now in great jeopardy.

The Qiang New Year festival is both a rite and a celebration that combines collective rituals, singing, dancing, performing feats of dexterity, transmission of knowledge and merrymaking. It embodies and expresses the history of the Qiang people’s civilization. It is an important component of Qiang intangible cultural heritage. 

The Ministry of Culture of the P.R. of China has already inaugurated the establishment of an Experimental Area for the Safeguarding of Qiang Culture’s Living Environment, as well as the setting up of a register of the major inheritor of the Qiang New Year Festival and devised a Plan for the Rescue, Safeguarding and Reconstruction of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Aftermath of the Earthquake.

	1.
	Identification of the element

	1.a.
	Name of element: Qiang New Year festival

	1.b.
	Other name(s) of the element, if any: 
The Qiang people call it Ermaji

	1.c.
	Identification of the community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned and their location:
The fortress villages of Luobo and Baduo, and the villages of Qiangfeng and Buwa in Wenchuan County; the townships of Puxi and Taoping, and the town of Xuecheng in Li County; the townships of Heihu, Qugu and Sanlong, and the towns of Diexi and Fengyi in Mao County; Xiaoxing Township and Jin’an Town in Songpan County; the townships of Qingpian and Yuli in Beichuan County; the township of Suojiang and Doukou Town in Pingwu County. These are the areas where the communities of the Qiang people are concentrated and where the Qiang New Year Festival is prevalent.
Main inheritors: Yu Shiyun, Zhu Guangliang, Wang Zhigao, Wang Fushan, Wang Dingxiang, Yu Guangyuan, Yang Youyun, Lang Jiamu, Jian Cheya, Yang Huawu, Zhu Shiyu and etc.

	1.d.
	Geographic location and range of the element:
The Qiang are mainly distributed in the upper Minjiang River in Northwestern China. Their main settlements are comprised within the scope of east longitude 102º 51' to 104º 27', and north latitude 30º 45' to 32º 40'. Wenchuan, Li, Mao, Songpan, Beichuan and Pingwu Counties, as well as the villages where Qiang communities live are the main region where the Qiang New Year Festival is held.

	1.e.
	Domain(s) represented by the element:
The Qiang New Year Festival falls into the category “social practices, rituals and festive events” defined in paragraph 2/c of Article 2, in the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

	2.
	Description of the element (cf. Criterion U.1):

	
	The Qiang New Year Festival is a calendric celebration developed by the Qiang people in the course of their millennial history. It is the product of their harmonious interaction with nature. The festival held today has a history of about 2000 years, its first mention already appearing in the Book of the Later Han (1st Century AD).
The traditional folk belief is the core of Qiang New Year Festival activities, and priest Shibi is the presider of collective rituals of Qiang New Year Festival.

The Qiang hold a grand New Year celebration every first day of the tenth lunar month. The celebration is generally composed of three parts: the sacrifice to the mountain, the community rejoicing and the sacrifices held in the families. 

In the early morning of Qiang New Year’s day, the priest Shibi alone converses with the gods of the holy mountain. He offers thanksgiving and presents petitions. At daybreak, all the people from the fortress villages, clad in their traditional costumes, begin to perform the solemn sacrifice to the mountain under the direction of the Shibi. The entire ritual is presided over by the Shibi. To start with, he will offer wine, chant scriptures, sacrifice a goat as holocaust, present offerings and burn incense in supplication. 
Subsequently, under the lead of the Shibi, everyone dances the ‘sheepskin drum dance’ and the round ‘salang dance’. It is a moment of communal rejoicing and conviviality in thanksgiving to Heaven for his blessing and in prayer for his protection. This is the ceremony worshipping the highest among the gods of the Qiang pantheon. 

At dusk, before eating the New Year meal, each household’s chief presides a family worship of the ancestors, the god of fire and the god of the family asking for their protection. 
Within the celebration of the Qiang New Year, the Shibi are entrusted with a great mission. They are not just commoners, but more importantly transmitters and creators of Qiang traditional culture and folk art. During the New Year festival celebration they chant ‘Shibi Classics’ such as The Great Qiang-Ge Wars, Mujiezhu and Douanzhu, Chijiegepu, and Kunieba. These epics contain the soul of Qiang history and culture. Shibi during the New Year celebration lead the sheepskin drum dance, which to date preserves the flavor of the dances that in antiquity were performed for the entertainment of both gods and humans. Thus, the Qiang New Year festival’s collective rituals gravitating around the Shibi are very important for the appreciation and understanding of the origins and the patterns regulating the transmission of Qiang traditional culture. 

The Qiang have their unique language, but did not develop a writing system. In the course of the New Year Festival, Qiang history and cultural information are preserved and diffused orally, social behaviors are standardized, and the people express respect and worship towards all creatures, the motherland and the ancestors. In this way Qiang’s ideal of ‘union between Heaven and man’ finds expression, while chanting of the classics and conviviality enhance social cohesion and family harmony.

The vast majority of the Qiang identify themselves with the solemn celebration of the New Year Festival. It is a popular event that combines in a whole sacrificial rites, singing, dance, performance of feats of dexterity, transmission of knowledge and conviviality. Its traditional form of expression, its deep human meaning and the auspicious mood pervading this festival exert an important effect in fostering Qiang social harmony and human education. The Qiang New Year Festival is a compendium of their folk traditional culture. It is a bright reflection of their social life. It is an important channel of the transmission of Qiang culture.
From the middle of 1960s to the end of 1970s, cultural activities across China were devastated to different extent due to historical matters; therefore the collective rituals of Qiang New Year were suspended. Since the beginning of 1980s, the traditional cultural and ritual activities have revived, sequently the traditional Qiang New Year Festival activities have been resumed since then.

	3.
	Need for urgent safeguarding (cf. Criterion U.2)

	3.a.
	Viability assessment:

Before the mid 1960s and since the 1980s, all Qiang fortress villages used to celebrate the New Year Festival. However, in recent years, due to the impact of changing times, the migration of workers and the declining interest among youth in traditional rituals, the number of villages that can still completely perform the celebrations for the New Year has decreased from the more than a hundred of in the past to the presently twenty odd. People’s participation in sacrifice to the mountain and community rejoicing has also fallen sharply, nowadays numbering around a hundred thousand. To date, only villages able to preserve their traditional Qiang culture hold the festival as the celebration of the Qiang New Year relies on certain social conditions and cultural environment. Just about 20 towns, townships, villages or fortress villages are in the position to organise the celebration in the traditional manner. These communities display the following characteristics: (i) by and large their traditional culture is better maintained – they are less affected by the impact of external cultures and keep using the Qiang language; (ii) they retain venues for sacrifices such as the sacred mountain, altars and village temples; (iii) in or around these villages rituals performed by shibi are still taking place; (iv) villagers respect traditional customs and values, and traditional social institutions still play a role in the village. 

The 8.0 magnitude earthquake that hit Wenchuan in 2008 has inflicted heavy losses to the natural and human environment of the Qiang New Year activities. Transmission of the New Year Festival is being severely threatened; it is now in great jeopardy. Variations from the traditional way of holding the Festival are occurring and viability is in very poor condition.

	3.b.
	Threat and risk assessment:
1. Many chief inheritors of the Qiang New Year cultural activities have deceased in the Wenchuan earthquake. The social and cultural venues (such as the sacred mountains, altars, traditional houses and watchtowers) employed for the performance of the sacrifices have suffered heavy damages. There has been enormous loss of objects employed in the course of the festival, such as ritual implements, costumes, and objects used in performance. The earthquake has caused the disappearance of large quantities of material and archives that had been collected by inheritors and researchers of the Qiang New Year Festival in many years.

2. In recent years, acceleration in the process of globalization and cultural influences from the outside world have brought about dramatic changes in Qiang social life. As a result, the cultural milieu supporting the Qiang New Year Festival has also been altered.

3. Along with the resumption of Qiang New Year Festival since 1980s, people adopted renewed focus on the culture transmitted by the Shibi. However, due to the changes of social and living environment, increased outsourcing labor among youths and the declining interest in traditional rituals in youths, the transmitting and continuity of the Shibi culture has been weakened. Moreover, the family inheriting mechanism of Shibi themselves is restricted among male members only, which also caused the lack of successors to continue the Shibi’s work as presider over traditional ritual ceremonies of Qiang New Year Festival. 

4. Following the development of tourism industry, some villages of Wenchuan, Li and Mao Counties that had interrupted the organization of Qiang New Year festival activities have progressively begun to revive them. However, the role played by local villagers in the New Year activities, their understanding of the meaning of those activities and the level of participation of local people have greatly changed. If compared with those fortress villages that spontaneously organize the New Year Festival, there is stark difference in the cultural meanings transmitted, in the social function and in the presentation of the cultural contents.

The changes and damages described above are the causes behind the huge threat now faced by the Qiang New Year Festival. Unless safeguarding measures are urgently adopted, the original folk traditions will hardly be able to survive.

	4.
	Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion U.3)

	4.a.
	Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element :
5. From year 2006 to year 2007, cultural departments in counties of Wenchuan, Li, Mao, Beichuan, Songpan and Pingwu carried out general survey and registration of cultural and artistic resources and inheritors in relation to Qiang New Year Festival activities.

6. In June 2008, Qiang New Year Festival was inscribed on National Intangible Cultural Heritage List.

7. In June 2008, cultural department of Sichuan Provincial Government organized experts to draft the Planning Outline for the Safeguarding of Qiang Culture’s Living Environment in an Experimental Area and the Planning Outline for Post-earthquake Rescuing, Safeguarding and Reconstruction of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Sichuan Province.

8. The earthquake destroyed many houses in Qiang villages, and damaged some of the venues and objects for the Qiang New Year Festival, resulting in a lot of injuries and homelessness among Qiang people. Besides, over 10 priests Shibi and main inheritors of the Qiang New Year Festival deceased in the earthquake, which caused great difficulties and challenges to carry out Qiang New Year Festival activities in the aftermath of the earthquake. However, from July to September 2008, Qiang people, with the support from local governments, have built up houses in their original sites by using traditional techniques and skills, and they initiatively maintained and restored some earthquake-damaged venues and traditional objects for Qiang New Year Festival.

9. On 27th -29th October 2008, 13 Qiang villages held Qiang New Year Festival under the presiding of priest Shibi, and those Qiang people in village that are not able to hold the festival due to the earthquake aftermath, participated the festival in nearby villages.

10. In November 2008, “Experimental Safeguarding Area for Qiang Culture Living Environment” was inaugurated by the Cultural Ministry.

11. In February 2009, cultural departments in counties of Wenchuan, Li, Mao and Beichuan drafted the working plan on the reconstruction of venues for learning and passing on Qiang New Year Festival traditions. According to the plan, from year 2010 to year 2012, such venues will be rebuilt in Qiang residential areas on the basis of township level.

	4.b.
	Safeguarding measures proposed:
The overall objectives for safeguarding Qiang New Year Festival during the period of 2009-2012 are as follow: support representative inheritors of Qiang New Year Festival; encourage people to resume traditional activities of Qiang New Year in all aspects; make clear the viability situation of Qiang New Year Festival activities after the earthquake; set up database for relevant materials and documents; rebuilt venues for the transmitting of Qiang New Year Festival and establish museums for preservation and exhibition of Qiang New Year Festival; perfect the mechanism for transmitting Qiang New Year Festival.
For the realization of the overall objectives, each safeguarding measure proposed should be identified by Qiang people, and be implemented with the participation of inheritors of Qiang New Year Festival.

Specific measures are as follow:
12. From year 2009 on, 200,000 RMB yuan will be allocated from national financial budget every year, which will be used by relevant local governments to support 20 representative inheritors recognized and nominated by the public of Qiang people, and approved by National and Provincial Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguarding Experts Committee according to assessment standards on national and provincial cultural heritage inheritors. The purpose of doing so is to ease those inheritors’ financial burdens for living, and ensure their concentration on teaching and transmitting the traditions of Qiang New Year Festival.
13. From year 2009 to year 2010, 1 million RMB yuan will be allocated from national financial budget to relevant local governments for the restoration of venues of Qiang New Year Festival. Relevant local governments and their cultural departments will organize Qiang people who are skilled in traditional construction to repair and consolidate the earthquake-damaged activity venues for Qiang New Year. Representative inheritors of Qiang New Year Festival will be consulted to identify venues that need restoration or consolidation, and priests Shibi will be invited to redecorate and restore the venues in traditional ways, and experienced craftsman are to be invited as well to make a group of utensils and objects in relation to Qiang New Year, so as to guarantee the transmission of Qiang New Year Festival materially. 
14. From year 2009 to year 2010, cultural departments in Qiang New Year Festival related communities will carry out field survey on Qiang New Year Festival by applying methods of photography and video recording, thus to make a baseline registration and documentation of Qiang New Year Festival and its major inheritors, especially to better understand the viability situation of Qiang New Year Festival in the aftermath of the earthquake. On the basis of the above, Sichuan Music and Dance Institute take charge of the establishment of a database named as “Documentation on Inheritors of Qiang New Year Festival”, financed by national financial budget with 400,000 RMB yuan, thus to facilitate the management and safeguarding of Qiang New Year at different levels.
15. From year 2009 to year 2011, 1.5 million RMB yuan will be invested in collecting paper, pictures and video & audio materials from inheritors, the public and organizations in relation to Qiang New Year Festival. This task will be carried out by Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguarding Center of Sichuan Province. All the materials collected will be kept in the Museum of Qiang New Year, in order to better publicize Qiang New Year Festival activities, and draw more attention concerning the transmission of this intangible cultural heritage. Before the completion of the museum, materials collected will be kept in Intangible Cultural Heritage Center of Sichuan Province.
16. In 2010, a series of studies on Qiang New Year Festival activities will be published by experts of Qiang culture.
17. From year 2010 to year 2012, 1.5 million RMB yuan will be co-invested by national financial department and local financial departments to build up museums and venues for the transmitting of Qiang New Year traditions, implemented of local governments in Qiang New Year related communities and their cultural departments. According to the plan, museums and venues will be built in villages of Weizhou, Mianchi, Yanmen, Longxi, Keku, and Caopo in Wenchuan County, villages of Puxi, Taoping, and Xuecheng in Li County, villages of Hehu, Qugu, Sanlong, Diexi, and Fengyi in Mao County and in the new site of Beichuan County. Participation and transmission mechanisms of Qiang New Year will be formulated by cultural departments in relevant communities, consequently, trainings will be held periodically inviting priests Shibi and major inheritors as the lecturer, and absorbing audiences at different ages, in addition, living shows will be presented in museums at intervals.
The establishment of museums and their exhibitions in various ways will draw more attention from tourists and the local public, offering a platform for people to know and understand Qiang New Year Festival as a cultural heritage. Museums of Qiang New Year could be compared to the gene house and database of Qiang New Year Festival as a cultural heritage. moreover, museums are beneficial in various aspects, including the preservation of materials and objects in relation to Qiang New Year, the research and scientific study on Qiang New Year, and the public education to guide people’s recognition on Qiang New Year and its meaning correctly, through which the negative impacts brought be tourism development mentioned in 3.b can be coped as to promote people’s awareness of protecting heritage and development on the basis of traditions.

	4.c.
	Commitments of States and of communities, groups or individuals concerned:
The state and Sichuan Provincial Government have committed to create favorable conditions for the safeguarding of Qjang New Year Festival, including financial support. So far, an organized and coordinated safeguarding mechanism has been set up with effective safeguarding measures and qualified expert teams. To be specific, the cultural ministry and cultural department of Sichuan Province are the supervising and management organs, and cultural departments in counties of Wenchuan, Li, Mao, Songpan, Beichuan and Pingwu are the executive organizations for safeguarding Qiang New Year Festival.

The earthquake on 12th May 2008 in Wenchuan has caused great loss to Qiang people and the environment where Qiang New Year is deeply rooted. However, as mentioned in 4.a, Qiang people surmounted those difficulties bravely and optimistically, and spare no effort to build up their homeland and restore those cultural activities related venues and objects, which is the best commitment and contribution to the maintaining and transmission of Qiang New Year culture. The priests Shibi and major inheritors, including Yu Shiyun, Zhu Guangliang, Wang Zhigao, Wang Fushan, Wang Dingxiang, Yu Guangyuan, Yang Youyun, Lang Jiamu, Jian Cheya, Yang Huawu, and Zhu Shiyu all committed that they would like to pass their knowledge to upcoming generations without any hesitation, in order to pass on traditions of Qiang New Year Festival.


	5.
	Community involvement and consent (cf. Criterion U.4)

	5.a.
	Participation of communities, groups and individuals:
On May 12th, 2008, the Wenchuan earthquake severely destroyed the social space where 300,000 Qiang people were living and inflicted a huge number of victims. Given the circumstances, it is challengeable, whether the Qiang New Year Festival, the embodiment of Qiang culture, can continue being held as in the past. In order to normalize their daily life, and protect the essence and the ethnic spirit of the Qiang culture, the Qiang themselves and the local cultural department expressed their strong wish to inscribe the Qiang New Year Festival in the UNESCO Urgent Safeguarding List for Intangible Cultural Heritage by presenting this application. Strongly supported by the State, the Department of Culture of Sichuan Provincial Government has organized experts and set up a team for work on this application. Locally, all the Qiang population in the villages have supported the work for the nomination by actively proving necessary information and receiving interviews and surveys, meanwhile they repaired the altars, remade ritual objects, and prepared for the first Qiang New Year Festival ceremony after the earthquake overcoming arduous hardships. With efforts made by people in all aspects, the first post-earthquake Qiang New Year Festival ceremony was held on time in several villages where the Qiang people are relatively concentrated. That occasion has provided further documentation for the application work.

	5.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent:
Work on the application for nomination of the Qiang New Year Festival has obtained the approval and support of main inheritors and residents from the communities where the celebration of the festival is prevalent, such as the fortress villages of Luobo, and Qiangfeng and Buwa villages in Wenchuan County; the townships of Puxi and Taoping and the town of Xuecheng in Li County; the townships of Heihu, Qugu and Sanlong, and the towns of Diexi and Fengyi in Mao County; the township of Xiaoxing and Jin’an Town in Songpan County; the townships of Qinpian and Yuli in Beichuan County; the township of Suojiang and Doukou Town in Pingwu County.
Appended.

	5.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access:
18. Special attention and respect must be given to the god of the mountain, the god of trees, the white stone, the god of towers，the gods Huotang, JiaoJiao (ancestor God of the family) and other natural gods; 

19. Attention must also be placed on keeping with the taboo forbidding women from going to “the sacred mountain” and other religious sites to take part in worship.

	6.
	Inclusion on an inventory (cf. Criterion U.5):

	
	In 2005, the public of Qiang people expressed their wish to inscribe Qiang New Year Festival on National Intangible Cultural Heritage List, and actively prepared materials for the application. Aided by local cultural departments, and according to the procedures, Qiang New Year Festival was first inscribed on the Prefecture Intangible Cultural Heritage List in 2006, then was included on the Provincial Intangible Cultural Heritage List in 2007. Approved by China's State Council, the Qiang New Year Festival was inscribed on the National Intangible Cultural Heritage List in June 2008. The Ministry of Culture of the People's Republic of China is responsible for that list.

	7.
	Documentation

	7.a.
	Required and supplementary documentation:
Photos: 10
Video: 10 minutes edited video

	7.b.
	Cession of rights:

Appended.

	7.c.
	List of additional resources:
-

	8.
	Contact information

	8.a.
	Submitting State(s) Party(ies): China

	8.b.
	Contact person for correspondence:
Contact person: Xiang Kui
Address: Sichuan Music and Dance Institute,11 Ximianqiao Street,
Chengdu City, Sichuan Province, China

Postal Code: 610041

Tel: 0086-028-85535790

Mobile Phone: 0086-136-2899-5298

Email: xkyws@126.com

	8.c.
	Competent body involved:
Culture Department of Sichuan Province

Address: 19 Dongsheng Street, Chengdu City, Sichuan Province, China

Postal code: 610015

Contact person: Ren Qiu

Tel:0086-028-86243712

	8.d.
	Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s):
Wenchuan County People's Government - Postal Code:623000

Contact person: Wu Yan - Tel:+86-0837-6227818 - 15984700210
Li County People's Government - Postal Code: 623100

Contact person: He Jianglin - Tel: +86-0837-6822943 - 13990431668

Mao County People's Government - Postal Code: 623200

Contact person: Yu Xiaoping - Tel: +86-0837-7422944 - 13909045345

Songpan County People's Government - Postal Code: 623300

Contact person: Liu Xueting - Tel: +86-0837-7232764
Beichuan Qiang Autonomous County People's Government 
Postal Code:622750  Contact person:Lin Chuan - Tel: +86-0816-4822303
Pingwu County People's Government - Postal Code: 622550

Contact person: Xie Chengfei - Tel: +86-0816-8826962 - 13700964088

	9.
	Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies):

	
	<signed>
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