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The Minister of Culture and Information, Neo. 0293

Based on the Powers Granted to him.

And based on the Ministerial Council Decision no. (168), dated 18/5/
1428H indorsing the joining of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and
authorizing the Ministry of Culture and Information, in cooperation with
the High Commission for Tourism and Antiquities to make a national
plan for documenting intangible heritage in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

And according to the Vice Minister of Ministry of Culture and
Information statement indorsing the Deputy Minister for Cultural Affairs
letter on the agreement terms which include generating lists
of national intangible heritage elements, and based on the public national
interest, we decide the following;

First: authorize the deputy ministry of cultural affairs to generate
inventories of the intangible heritage and periodically update these lists.

Second: require all ministry departments to collaborate with the deputy of
cultural affairs, each in its field, to make this work successful.

Third: the Deputy Minister for Cultural Affairs is requested to submit an
update report periodically on what has been achieved.

Fourth; this decision is to be reported to concerned departments so as to
carry it out, on its due date ,

Minister of Culture and Information

Abdulsziz Ben Mohyee eddin khojah
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National Inventories of Intangible Heritage - Performance Arts
‘No. Name of Place & - Element details :

the element | enivrement

Alardhah Central
05/001 | Alnajdiyah | Region

Alardhah Alnajdiyah is a ceiebratory song-dance performance prevaient in
Saudi Arabia with origins in the Najd region in central parts of the country,
and is considered a fundamental component of the cultural expressions,
practices, knowledge and skills of the Saudi community where it plays an
important roie.

The word Alardhah is derived from the Arabic verb ‘Ardh “to show, parade”
wherein the actual function of this performance is implied. Despite being
widespread in the Upper Guif region, Alardhah is generally referred to as
Alardhah Ainajdiyah “The Alardhah of Najd”, and in its broadest sense
refers tc the song-dance performance of the Najd. In modemn day Saudi
Arabia, it is referred 1o specifically as the Alardhah A'Sau’udiya.

As a communal and participatory event, this performance takes place in
cities, villages and Bedouin regions, and is an integral part of the local
social activities. Here, no distinction is made of the social status, age, or
professional background of participants. It is not uncommon to find
members of the royal family occasionally join in with their feliow
countrymen 6n an equal footing, thus demonstrating a social levelling field
and rendering the event as a show of unity, and at the same time
propagating the sense of muiual respect and embracing all participants
equally.

The performance with its verbal and outward manifestations recalls an
older heritage, consolidates social cohesion and is considered a crucial
part of the intangible cuitural heritage as the sense of identity is reinforced.
Its perpetuity exhibits a direct link to forefathers and generations past.

The ‘Alardhah is usually performed to commemorate the beginning or end
of a particular occasion: such as religious holidays, weddings, birth
celebrations, graduation ceremonies, national occasions, or indeed any
event deemed important for the community or group. The participation of
which women is not uncommon provided it is restricted to being held within
a private setting.

This celebratory ‘performance art’ is transmitted from generation to
generation, recreating itself each time as it responds in content ta the
natural surroundings as well as current events of the particular period in
time.

The original function of the Alardhah was to incite warriors and strengthen
their resolve, however, this saw a gradual transformation ai the turn of the
20th century in response to changing social conditions, and it aliered fo
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a private setting.

This celebratory ‘performance art’ is transmitted from generation to
generation, recreaiing itself each time as ii respends in content to the
natural surroundings as well as current evenits of the particular period in
time.

The original function of the Alardhah was to incite warriors and strengthen
their rescive, however, this saw a gradual fransformation at the tumn of the
20th century in response to changing social conditions, and it aliered to
better suit the functions and occasions where it is to be performed.
Consequiently, the subject matter of the poetry underwent transformations,
morphing from its original function of inciting batile to encouraging social
cohesion among the members of the Saudi community, with statements {o
befit the particular occasion.

The participating males performing the Alardhah carry swerds and stand
shoulder to shoulder in two sets of rows facing each other, leaving enough
space between these rows to accommodate a separate row of single file
drummers. The participants sing lyrics antiphonally voiced to them by a
poet, a Mulagqin, who stands by each row and periodically recites the
verse in a loud chanting voice, and who is supposed to generate a spirit of
widespread enthusiasm. These poems, cailed horab, comprise of three
verses suited in theme to the day's event.

Once the perfermance starts, the first row of men repeat the first hemistich
of the Mulaqgin, which is then echoed by the second row of men. Following
the chorus of the second hemistich, the bearers of the Takhmir drums strike
three doubie-strokes in quick succession, followed by a fourth stroke, on
the strike of which, the carriers of the Tathilith drums deliver a patiem of cne
stroke followed by two quick strokes, thus setting the rhythm for the
Alardah.

The Tathlith drummers, in addition to striking their drums, perform particular
body movements, such as raising the drums high, lowering them beneath
their knees, skipping, and turning.

During the singing, all the performers, participants and dancers, rock back
and forth, side to side, front o back, and whether they nappen {0 be sitting
or standing, move their swords up and down in rhythmic movements, as
they sway to the beat of drums and swing their swords in harmony with the
verses. Whilst the swords are in the upright position, participants would
jiggle them quickly, and as one row would raise its swords, the opposiie
row would have it in a resting position on their shoulders.

In certain cases, especially during lengthy performances, some of the
performers from both rows would step into the center of the Alardhah venue
(called Al-Dayyir), and walk in a straight line foilowing their leader to
sventually form a circle around the Taihlith drummers who would be
standing in the center between both rows. This encircling act is called
Subha or Halaga, throughoui which the Takhmir drummers would retain
their positioris at the back. The performers follow their leader in every
movement he makes, as they continue their motion in a circular path
around the drummers. in the event that the leader inserts the blade of the
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Performance Arts

No.

Name of the
eiement

Place &
enivrement

Element details

05/002

Aimzmar

Alhijaz

Almzmar of the most popuiar games prevalent in
the Hijaz and around the neighboring villages. The
exercise of Aimzmar in festive occasions. Aimzmar
plays usually at evening where the players dance
round the fire and dance in pairs with drums. One of
the senior standing in front of a row of players and
ging « Zumai » and the ieader of each team
repeating this Zumal songs that usuaily symbolizes
the qualities of good and welcoming . In the middie of
the playground two people to piay and later foliowed
by others, each player has a « shon » , which is a
stick to swordsman the other player in front of him ,
which carries a stick too. When the conflict rages
with stick the Harh (area) Sheikh or one of the older
interfere to avoids confrontalicns, especially in the
case of the arrival of young people from other
Harah.

05/003

Aisamry

Middle
province

Alsamry is Folk art in the center of the Kingdom in
the Najd region. Oid folk dancing fueled by
enthusiastic Poetry Mohsen Alhazzani in the
nineteenth century, and Mohammed bin Labon were
famous poets of Alsamry. Bin Labon wrote the
melodies Alsamry now known allabonyat proportion.
This art depends on tambourines and Almarwas.
Alsamry composed of about thirty tune one of the
famous tunes Alsamry AlNaijdi. Alsamry performed
by group at night..
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National Inventories of Intangible Heritage - Performance Arts
No. Name of the | Place & Element details
element eniviement | 7 o
Alkhbaytei is a folk art with beautiful darice, drums
and string instrument {Samsamiyah). Alkhbaytei
At'taif, Practiced by the people of At'taif, Bader, Rabigh and

05/004 | Alkkhbaytei | Bader,Yanbu

Yanbu and others along the west coast of Saudi
Arabia. Dancers in harmony with the music and
rhythm. player spins in unison with the rhythm and
with the oboe reeds. In this folk art the dancers
wearing a dress, called Alhoisy. This Old heritage
dress is famous and it is suitable for this kind of
dance it's helping the dancer to come up with
rotational movements, beautiful and distinciive.
Etymoiogy of the word Khabt which is decreased and
widened from the ground,

05/005 | Alersiah South
Province

Alersfah folk dance, practiced by men in the region of
Najran in the south of the kingdom in various
weddings celebration and Eids and so on. It consisis
of two rows facing one another in parallel and the
poet stand in the middie chants and the parlicipants
repeat poetry with meledy. Repeating what the other
row chants, so that it becomes a mutual singing
between participants. Participants hoid down guns or
swords to the ground and shake their heads up and
down in succession gestures and light creases of the
upper part of the body. There are dancers with their
swaords or guns roam between grades in steady
steps and throwing swords or rifles high in the air to
grab it again before falling to the ground. Alersfah is
completely devoid of drums, but rich in melody
rhythm and participants movements and it has its

own poets.
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Performance Arts

Element details

Almzmar of the most popular games prevalent in
the Hijaz and around the neighboring villages. The
exercise of Almzmar in festive occasions. Almzmar
plays usually at evening where the players dance
round the fire and dance in pairs with drums. One of
the senior standing in front of a row of players and
sing « Zumal » and the leader of each team
repeating this Zumal songs that usually symboiizes
the quaiities of good and welcoming . In the middle of
the playground iwo pecple 10 piay and later followed
by cthers, each player has a « shon » , which is a
stick to swordsman the other piayer in front of him ,
which carries a stick too. When the conflict rages
with stick the Harh (area) Sheikh or one of the older
interfere to avoids confrontations, especially in the
case of the arrival of young people from other
Harah,

No. Name of the | Place &
element | enivrement
05/002 | Aimzmar Aihijaz
05/003 | Alsarry Middle
province

Alsamry is Folk art in the center of the Kingdom in
the Najd region. Oid folk dancing fueled by
enthusiastic Poeiry Mohsen Althazzani in the
nineteenth century, and Mohammed bin Labon were
famous poets of Alsamry. Bin Labon wrote the
melodies Alsamry now known allabonyat proportion.
This art depends on tambourines and Almarwas,
Alsamry composed of about thirty tune one of the
famous tunes Alsamry AlNajdi. Alsamry performed
by group at night..
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STATEMENT

Saudi Heritage Preservation Society (SHPS), which is a Saudi NGO located in Riyadh, has
initiated in 2012 an ongoing project for inventorying performing arts as one of the important
domains of intangible cultural heritage. Alardhah Alnajdiyah is included in this inventory,
which is being conducted with a strong involvement of communities, groups and individuals
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. An electronic database is being set up by the SHPS for the
inventory, as new inventoried information will be fed in, and access to it will be governed by
a special monitoring committee composed of community and governmental members to have
it constantly updated.

This project on community based inventorying of Saudi performing arts was initiated as a
result of the interest of the Saudi communities throughout the Kingdom in safeguarding their
intangible cultural heritage. Communities. groups and individuals were provided with
information about this project: i.e. how inventorying is of great importance for safeguarding
ICH for the bearer’s communities and groups. Community representatives and performers,
especially of Alardhah Alnajdiyah. were key players in several meetings and workshops
organized by the SHPS at its premises. They have freely expressed their willingness to
collaborate with the Government and SHPS in the inventorying process. They proposed
safeguarding measures and modalities that would lead to a better transmission. The last event
in this regard was a workshop entitled (Community Based Inventorying of Intangible Cultural
Heritage in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: Performing Arts) from [*'to 5"f February 2015.
The workshop was facilitated by two accredited UNESCO facilitators and attended by
performers of Alardhah Alnajdiyah and other representatives of the communities, groups and
troupes. SHPS also held two workshops throughout regions of the Kingdom for training the
performers on the effective involvement in inventorying their performing arts. As a result.
SHPS, as one of the NGOs representing a wide range of communities in Saudi Arabia, would
like, in collaboration with the Saudi government and the local communities and groups, to
nominate Alardhah Alnajdiyah for a possible inscription to the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Communities, groups and individuals in the
Kingdome believe, inter alia, that the inscription on the Representative List will contribute to
the visibility of the ICH, raise awareness about its importance, promote a positive influence
on safeguarding and transmission of ICH in general, and Alardhah in particular, and enhance
cultural dialogue at national and international levels.

Following the articles of the 2003 Convention for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural
Heritage and its Operational Directives. the nomination file has been prepared with in
cooperation of the communities. groups and individuals and the collaboration of several
governmental agencies and SHPS as explained in the nomination file.

Chairperson of the Board of Directors

"”’/ﬁ—_—}d{g: b

Adila bint Abdullah bin Abdulaziz
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Saudi Heritage Preservation Society

His Excellency

Mr.Abdulrahman Abdulaziz Alhazaa

President of Television and Radio Authority

Sir

I would be gratefully to convey greetings ,I refer to file
preparation of Alardhah Alnajdiyah file to register in the
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage statement of
the UNESCO Convention.

We solicit to directive to concern to furnish society with Minister
Photos and Records of Alardhah Alnajdiyah, with participating of
public to serve on preparation of the presented file to the
UNESCO. Bearing that the deadline of delivering the file to them
is March 2015 ,You are Kindly requested to receive the file before
expiry fixed date later than two weeks at least .Additional kindly
fill the attached Form.

In meantime ,You may nominate whom will coordinate with us in
this concern with Society Executive Director Dr.Maha A.Alsenan,
Mobile 0505240610 ,email msenan@shps.org.sa.

Appreciated your value support to safeguard the Heritage programs

which will have achieved our objectives, which aim at maintaining
and reviving our national Heritage.

Best Regards.

Adila Bint Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz (Signed)
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Saudi Heritage Preservation Society

His Excellency

Mr. Ronal Leek

Principal of Riyadh school

Sir

I would be gratefully to convey greetings I refer to file
preparation of Alardhah Alnajdiyah file to register in the
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage statement of
the UNESCO Convention.

We solicit to directive to concern to furnish society with Students
Activities ,Performing Arts Photos and Records of Alardhah
Alnajdiyah, during last years ,to serve on preparation of the
presented file to the UNESCO. Bearing that the deadline of
delivering the file to them is March 2015 ,You are Kindly
requested to receive the file before expiry fixed date later than two
weeks at least .Additional kindly fill the attached Questionnaire
Form.

In meantime ,You may nominate whom will coordinate with us in
this concern with Society Executive Director Dr.Maha A.Alsenan,
Mobile 0505240610 ,email msenan@shps.org.sa.

Appreciated your value support to safeguard the Heritage programs
which will have achieved our objectives, which aim at maintaining
and reviving our national Heritage.

Best Regards.

Adila Bint Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz (Signed)
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Saudi Heritage Preservation Society

His Excellency

Mr. AbdelMohsen Abdulaziz AlTweijri

Deputy Minister of National Guard

Sir

I would be gratefully to convey greetings ,I refer to file
preparation of Alardhah Alnajdiyah file to register in the
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage statement of
the UNESCO Convention.

We solicit to directive to concern to furnish society with Photos
and Records of Royal Alardhah Alnajdiyah, during Period (1994-
1997) , should be from various areas especially(Riyadh —Onaizah-
Hail )in participating with public ,to serve on preparation of the
presented file to the UNESCO. Bearing that the deadline of
delivering the file to them is March 2015 ,You are Kindly
requested to receive the file before expiry fixed date later than two
weeks at least .Additional kindly fill the attached Questionnaire
Form.

In meantime ,You may nominate whom will coordinate with us in
this concern with Society Executive Director Dr.Maha A.Alsenan,
Mobile 0505240610 ,email msenan@shps.org.sa.

Appreciated your value support to safeguard the Heritage programs
which will have achieved our objectives, which aim at maintaining

and reviving our national Heritage.

Best Regards.
Adila Bint Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz (Signed) g,/ sk ket i e ;f;;wﬁ
Chairperson —Board of Directors . | Wy Vingeas ’
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Saudi Heritage Preservation Society

His Excellency

Engineer Ibrahim Mohammad Alsultan

Riyadh Area Mayor

Sir

I would be gratefully to convey greetings ,I refer to file
preparation of Alardhah Alnajdiyah file to register in the
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage statement of
the UNESCO Convention.

We solicit to directive to concern to furnish society with Photos
and Records of events of Riyadh Eid Festivals Activities of
Alardhah Alnajdiyah, with participating with public ,during last
years ,to serve on preparation of the presented file to the
UNESCO. Bearing that the deadline of delivering the file to them
is March 2015 ,You are Kindly requested to receive the file before
expiry fixed date later than two weeks at least .Additional kindly
fill the attached Form.

In meantime ,You may nominate whom will coordinate with us in
this concern with Society Executive Director Dr.Maha A.Alsenan,
Mobile 0505240610 ,email msenan@shps.org.sa.

Appreciated your value support to safeguard the Heritage programs
which will have achieved our objectives, which aim at maintaining
and reviving our national Heritage.

Best Regards.

Adila Bint Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz (Signed)
Chairperson —Board of Directors
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Saudi Heritage Preservation Society
His Excellency

General Director of King Abdulaziz Foundation

Sir
I would be gratefully to convey greetings ,I refer to file
preparation of Alardhah Alnajdiyah file to register in the
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage statement of
the UNESCO Convention.

We solicit to directive to concern to furnish society with Photos
and Records of Alardhah Alnajdiyah, with participating with
public ,during the period (1994-1997)last years ,to serve on
preparation of the presented file to the UNESCO. Bearing that the
deadline of delivering the file to them is March 2015 ,You are
Kindly requested to receive the file before expiry fixed date later
than two weeks at least .Additional kindly fill the attached Form.

In meantime ,You may nominate whom will coordinate with us in
this concern with Society Executive Director Dr.Maha A.Alsenan,
Mobile 0505240610 ,email msenan@shps.org.sa.

Appreciated your value support to safeguard the Heritage programs
which will have achieved our objectives, which aim at maintaining
and reviving our national Heritage.

Best Regards.

Adila Bint Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz (Signed)
Chairperson —Board of Directors
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Workshop (Heritage Condition —Heritage Preservation Society Indicator )
Sunday 18-06- 1434H ,4-7 P.M.(Corresponding April ,28/2013)
Location National Museum.

Participation

Serial | Name Entity

1 HRH Princess Adila Bint Abdullah Bin Chairperson of Board

Abdulaziz of Directors SHPS

2 Excellency Dr.Majed Abdullah AlQasabi | Project Member of
Society

3 Dr.Zahir Abdulrahman Othman Project Member of
Society

<4 Dr.mashari Abdullah Alnaecem Urban Heritage Center-
GCTA

5 Dr.Ali Saleh Alanbar (Bari)- GCTA

6 Dr.Saeed Alotaibi Antiquities Sector —
GCTA

7 Mr.Yusuf Mansour Abu Haimed Documentation Sector-
KAF

8 Prof.Dr.Faleh Shabeeb Alajmi Parlances&Heritga
Association-KSU

g Mr.Sultan Abdulrahman Albazi SA Association for Arts
& Culture

10 Mr.Abdullah Ali Alelwai GD of Heritage &
N.Arts-MoC

11 Dr.Fahad Ali Alhussain Tourist & Antiquities
Faculty-KSU

12 Dr.Abdelnasir A.Alzahrani Tourist & Antiquities
Faculty-KSU

13 Dr.Jamal Saad Omar Antiquities Sector —
GCTA

14 Dr.Hussain Ali AbuAlhassan Antiquities Sector —
GCTA e -

15 Society Members of Directors [ Dskia bz 5 gl

16 Society Executive Director E . &
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-Dr. Hani Faisal Hayagna —Yarmouk University —JCrééﬁ*—”i . 450 |
Expert at UNESCO

- Dr. Ismail Ali AlFuhail ,Counsultant and Expert at Intangible
Heritage Department ,Abu Dhabi Tourism Commission.

-Dr. Zaki Mohammad Zaki Aslan .Manager of Regional Center
For cultural Heritage Preservation ,United Arab Emirates.

Prepared & Presented By:

-Me.Ghassan Barrah /Booz & Co.

- Sponsored By: -Saudi Consulate In UNESCO
- Booz & Co.

- National Museum/General Commission For Tourism &
Antiquites.
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Dear Professor, Jane greenwood

Greetings

The Saudi Heritage Preservation Society is working on a programm
operates through its cultural heritage documentation of the intangible
(Performing Arts), which requires the rehabilitation of a number of experts
to work on the inventory and record files in the list of heritage safeguarding
intangible heritage at UNESCO.

Therefore, the association plans to hold a workshop "inventory of
intangible cultural heritage-based society in Saudi Arabia," Performing
Arts "under the supervision of certified UNESCO experts in Riyadh
Cultural Center of the Saudi Heritage Preservation Society. The workshop
period is from February 1st - 5th 2015. Accordingly, we are pleased to call
Mrs.Haifa Al-Habbabi to participate in such an important workshop to be
a part-time candidate consultant with the Saudi Heritage Society in the
near future. Also, your Excellency's guidance and cooperation is much
appreciated of whoever you see is capable to coordinate in this regard
with the project manager Dr. Damna Alzahrani on Mobile (0508952097)
or via Email (Damnaz@shps.org.sa) Please do not hesitate to contact us
if you need further information

Yours faithfully

Maha al-S%q

Executive Director
\
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