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Please provide only the information requested below. Annexes or other additional materials cannot be accepted.

	A. Identification of the organization
	
	

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report
	
	

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.
	
	

	   Unione Nazionale Pro Loco d’Italia
	
	

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.
	
	

	     Italian network of Pro Loco Associations
	
	

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated on all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)
	
	

	    NGO-90211 
	
	

	A.2.
Address of the organization
	
	

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone, e-mail address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.
	
	

	Organization:
   UNPLI  
Address:
Piazza Flavio Biondo, 13 – 00153 – ROME (ITALY)
Telephone number:
+ 39 06.99223348
E-mail address:
progetti@unpli.info
Website:
 www.unpli.info  
Other relevant information:
Facebook page: “Unpli”
Online Inventory on YouTube: “Memoria Immateriale”

	
	

	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence
	
	

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.
	
	

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):
Mr.    
Family name:
Desiderio
Given name:
Gabriele 
Institution/position:
Responsible of the Intangible cultural heritage department of UNPLI and Senior project manager
Address:
 Piazza Flavio Biondo, 13 – 00153 – ROME (ITALY) 
Telephone number:
+ 39 06 99223348 / + 39 06 5812946 - / +39 328 3894658 (mobile)
E-mail address:
gabriele.desiderio@unpli.info
Other relevant information:

	
	

	
	
	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention)

	
	

	Distinguish completed activities and ongoing activities. If you have not contributed, so indicate. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.
	
	

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s participation in State efforts to develop and implement measures to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding ICH (Article 13 and OD 154), e.g. in the drafting of ICH related policies or legislation, in the establishment of national ICH committees or in other government-led processes.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	      UNPLI in 2012, in collaboration with another italian accredited ngo “SIMBDEA”, has taken the initiative to propose a process of "Italian network for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage". The initiative encourages the exchange of experiences, sharing of problems, training and communication between local, national and international subjects. UNPLI is an extensive network of local associations representing local communities while SIMBDEA gathers ethnographic museums and associations related to the world of studies and research (anthropology and social sciences).
In January 2013, UNPLI participated at the organization of an international conference in Milan, "Intangible cultural heritage among civil society, research and institutions” that brought together some Italian NGOs with regional and national institutions, and with the contribution of scholars and specialists of ICH as Antonio Arantes, Chiara Bortolotto, Marc Jacob.
In 2014, SIMBDEA it’s been appointed to a monitoring mission by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, for the preparation of a report about the state of the intangible cultural heritage in Italy. UNPLI cooperated at the preparation of this report giving an NGO contribution for the italian periodic report. 
In 2014 UNPLI organized a national conference about the role of the Pro Loco in the safeguarding of the ICH. The event was held at the Chamber of Deputies in Rome, with the partecipation of researchers, local communities, politics and members of the national ICH committee.
In 2015 UNPLI supported the organization, by the University of Florence, of a training course dedicated to the management of cultural heritage: “Pedagogical Approach for Sustainable Development and Heritage valorization”.
	
	

	B.2.
Describe your organization’s cooperation with competent governmental bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage (Article 13), including existing institutions for training and documentation of intangible cultural heritage (OD 154).
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	     Since 2012 UNPLI is working with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the national ICH Committee in order to promote through its network, of more than 6 thousand associations, the objectives and the instruments provided by the Convention. UNPLI it’s been involved by this Ministry in specific activities related to the little villages in order to promote the enhancement of internal areas of the country, often suffering from depopulation and abandonment of the younger generation because of the lack of job opportunities.
In 2014 UNPLI started its cooperation with the Central Institute for Demoethnoanthropological Studies in order to define the criteria related to the protection, preservation, enhancement and promotion, in Italy of the intangible cultural heritage.
In the last four years UNPLI began working with several Universities (e.g. University of Venice « Ca’ Foscari », University of Florence, University of Rome « La Sapienza » and « Tor Vergata »), on various aspects of the Convention in order to promote our work with local communities and to develop partnerships for future projects in the fields of the intangible cultural heritage.
UNPLI has a continuos cooperation with the Italian UNESCO Committee on several activities. Every year the Italian UNESCO Committee patronizes all our initiatives, especially those in which schools and universities are involved.

	
	

	B.3.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the State’s Periodic Report (OD 152).
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	     UNPLI it’s been involved only marginally in the State’s periodic report. UNPLI is waiting for greater involvement by the italian Government in order to give our contribution in the drafting of this periodic report. In the last week our national President met the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Mr. Dario Franceschini, who guaranteed a broader collaboration with our association in the field of intangible cultural heritage. 
	
	

	B.4
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Best Safeguarding Practices.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	     UNPLI is one of the main actor in the preparation of the nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding list about one of the most famous tradition in Italy. We are talking about the “Feast of San Domenico Abate and the rite of snakes” in Cocullo, a little village, is one of the most ancient feasts in Abruzzo. For centuries the faithfuls went on pilgrimage to the Sanctuary of San Domenico from everywhere in Abruzzo and nearby regions to be healed from any sort of disease, especially from the bites of vipers, rabid dogs and toothache. On the first Thursday of May the pilgrims arrive by car or bus (in the past on foot) outside the village, and reach the church singing religious hymns in the Saint's honor to the music of bagpipes. UNPLI worked since the beginning of the preparation of the nomination in order to raise the awareness of the local Pro Loco by providing technical assistance and support to volunteers working in this association. UNPLI worked also for a great action to raise awareness of its member about the aims and the opportunities given to the local community by the 2003 Convention.
UNPLI it’s been involved also in the nomination of the Big shoulder-borne processional structures (inscribed in 2013), one of the first network nomination. UNPLI made an important action in order to raise the awareness of the communities involved in this process and to inform them about the accreditation process. 
	
	

	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in the identification, definition (Article 11.b) and inventorying of ICH (Article 12, OD 80 and OD 153). Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	     Almost all the italian towns and small cities have a “Pro Loco”, a civic membership association of volunteers that works with schools, universities and institutions in order to project ways to enhance the town and provide assistance to visitors. From 2007 UNPLI started to work on the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage with several national projects realized through this national network. Our staff travelled all around Italy in order to collect contributions, interviews and materials about ICH from our network. In every place we’ve been we had a public assembly where we invited local institutions and citizens to reflect and debate about the opportunities of the 2003 Convention. 
One of the main result of our activities is the online inventory “Memoria Immateriale” with more than 1300 videos and interviews to craftsmen, musicians, local experts and many other people on their connections with the cultural heritage of their regions:  www.youtube.com/user/ProgettiUNPLI.
The channel is an important example of how the local communities have been involved in our activities. The channel it’s been realized with the informed consense of the local communities. It has become a true repository for traditions, rites, social events, enogastronomy and the arts and crafts of Italy. The channel reached over 3 million and a half minutes displayed.

	
	

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in other safeguarding measures, including those referred to in Article 13 and OD 153, aimed at:
a. promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society;
b. fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;
c. facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.
Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	     After the accreditation, one of the main objectives of UNPLI it’s been the raising of the knowledge of the Convention and its instruments between its members and all the volunteers that every day work in a Pro Loco association. UNPLI organizes during the year several meetings in different part of the country. In each of these meetings UNPLI always reserve a space for the thematic linked to the Convention and to what these associations can do to spread the spirit of the Convention and its opportunities. These meetings or lessons are usually held by experts, in cooperation with other accredited ngos.
Pro Loco associations work closely with municipalities and local communities and often are themselves an expression of the community: this condition greatly facilitates the involvement of groups and individuals in the preservation and enhancement activities.
UNPLI thus plays a role of mediation between the international level and the local one. 

	
	

	B.7.
Describe your organization’s involvement in measures to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 and ODs 105 to 109 and OD 155:
a. educational, awareness-raising and information programmes aimed at the general public, in particular at young people;
b. educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;
c. capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;
d. non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;
e. education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.
Explain in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	     In January 2013 UNPLI launched the first Local Languages and Dialects’ Day. Every year on January many Pro Loco associations organize, all around Italy, hundreds of events in which the relevant element is the protection and the transmission of these particular ways of communication, still used in many parts of our country. Cultural associations, schools, universities, institutions and municipalities are constantly involved in these activities. At the end of the 2013 UNPLI organized the national literary prize “Save your local language” with the patronages of many ministries and institutions. The most important aspect of this activity is the involvement of the schools. Students’ participation (from 5 to 18 years old) is crucial because the study of dialects allows them to get in touch with their cultural roots.
In 2015 UNPLI worked with the General Directorate Culture, Identity and Autonomy of Lombardy Region, in the promotion of a capacity building workshop. Bringing together 25 participants, including representatives of the local administration, civil society, tradition bearers, academia and professionals from the tourism and environment sectors, the workshop introduced fundamental objectives and concepts of the 2003 Convention and enhanced the understanding of participants about obligations and safeguarding activities involved in implementing the Convention at national and local levels. 
Every year UNPLI organizes training courses in which a relevant part is dedicated to raising the awareness of the Pro Loco associations about their strategic role in the safeguarding and transmission of the intangible heritage. Now some of our associations are filming and inventorying themselves the items that they consider important for their communities. A sort of documentation realized directly by the communities, with a community-based point of view.
	
	

	
	
	

	C.
Bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation
	
	

	Report on activities carried out by your organization at the bilateral, sub-regional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 and OD 156. You may, for example, consider the following issues:
a. sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH (OD 87);
b. participating in regional cooperation activities including for example those of category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage established under the auspices of UNESCO (OD 88);
c. developing networks of NGOs, communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes at sub-regional and regional levels to develop joint and interdisciplinary approaches concerning shared ICH (OD 86).
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	a. UNPLI created a national library about the italian cultural heritage with almost 4.000 documents coming from all the country about traditions, rites, local heritage and much more, and collected from Pro Loco associations, municipalities, universities, schools and other associations. Now the material is preserved in the new office in the center of Rome and it’s open to public and researchers. We had several contacts with international partners in order to promote this particular library and our online inventory “Memoria Immateriale”.
b. In 2014 our responsible, Mr. Desiderio, participated as a guest speaker at the conference organized by ICHCAP, a category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage, at Jeonju, Republic of Korea. The conference allowed us to present our network: not only as associations able to dialogue with the local communities but also as a model of engagement in community life and the preservation of local traditions.
In 2015 UNPLI hosted a responsible of ICHCAP for a one month internship that studied our network and methodologies of work in the field of safeguarding ICH and the involvement of local communities.
c. In Italy UNPLI is working for an “Italian network for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage”. 
At the international level UNPLI is one of the main actor of the ICH NGO FORUM. The Forum organizes meetings and symposia on shared international challenges in the safeguarding policies and practices of ICH. Periodic meetings take place simultaneously with the sessions of the Convention’s General Assembly and of the Intergovernmental Committee.
	
	

	
	
	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	
	

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the Committee meetings or those of the General Assembly? If yes, please indicate which meetings you attended and describe the nature of your contribution to the Committee’s work.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	   7.COM, 8.COM, 9.COM, 4.GA, 5.GA, 6.GA   
Since 2012 UNPLI joined the ICH NGO FORUM, proposed and created the website of the ICH NGO FORUM (www.ichngoforum.org). The ICH NGO Forum is the platform for communication, networking, exchange and cooperation for NGOs accredited by UNESCO to provide advisory services to the Intergovernmental Committee in the framework of the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. The Forum also welcomes NGOs that  are active in the field of ICH and are in the process of accreditation. The ICH NGO Forum has become a useful component in the implementation of the Convention. Instruments it has created such as its website provide a valuable platform for exchanges of ideas and information and facilitate the induction of newly accredited NGOs by their peers in a supportive manner. 
The ICH NGO Forum organizes meetings and symposia on shared international challenges in the safeguarding policies and practices of ICH, and is particularly committed to follow the implementation and the evolution of the 2003 Convention. 
UNPLI runs the Facebook page “Intangible cultural heritage and civil society”, an open platform where communities, organizations, institutions and individuals interested in the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) can share information. These tools are increasing the visibility of the Convention and involving people, cultural and local communities in our activities. UNPLI is responsible also for the periodical newsletter of the ICH NGO FORUM. This newsletter reaches out to the worldwide growing network of people and organizations following our NGOs work on the ICH Convention, counting more than 800 subscriptions already.

	
	

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Evaluation Body (OD 26 to 31), or as a member of the Consultative Body (between 2012-2014)? If yes, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words
	
	

	     NO
	
	

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (OD 96) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words
	
	

	     UNPLI has not provide yet advisory service to the Committee. In the future UNPLI could give its support to the Committee thanks to the experience gained through the management of the ICH NGO FORUM communication and to the relations built with NGOs accredited and not all over the world. Our association has grown a lot over the last four years. UNPLI acquired specific skills that could give a contribution to the implementation of the Convention and to the work of the Committee, especially in the social sphere and in all activities related to the involvement of local communities.
	
	

	E.
Capacities of your organization for evaluation of nominations, proposals and requests (as described in OD 27 and OD 96):
	
	

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff demonstrate a very good command of English or French? If yes, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	    English – 2 members 
	
	

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several ICH domains? Please describe your experiences.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	   UNPLI, the italian network of Pro Loco associations, represents approximately 6,000 Pro Loco associations (a unique type of Italian association devoted to promoting a specific town or location) from various municipalities and old medieval towns, where approximately 600,000 members work as volunteers organizing over 10,000 events, fairs, festivals and much more. 
Many Italian towns and small cities have a Pro Loco, a civic membership association of volunteers that works with schools, universities and institutions in order to project ways to enhance the town and provide assistance to visitors. 
From 2003 UNPLI started to work on the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage with several national projects in all the ICH domains: oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage; performing arts; social practices, rituals and festive events; knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe; traditional craftsmanship. Collection and storage on our online inventory followed precisely the domains proposed by the Convention.
With these projects UNPLI wanted to address the social problems related to depopulation of at least 1/3 of the italian municipalities. UNPLI always acted in order to promote a sustainable development of these territories by promoting a sustainable tourism. At the end of each project we have presented a guide book written with the collaboration of the local communities. Our staff travelled all around Italy in order to collect contributions and materials from our network. In every place we’ve been we had a public assembly where we invited local institutions and citizens to reflect and debate also about the opportunities of the 2003 Convention.
Pro Loco associations are the tool for the involvement of the local communities in our projects concerning the intangible cultural heritage because many of them already worked for the promotion, enhancement and transmission of many local traditions. 
	
	

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	     UNPLI it’s been involved in different proposals of inscription as described before. We had the opportunity to address the study and knowledge of all phases of submission of an application or a proposal. In the last four years UNPLI raised the awareness of its role as a mediator between local communities, experts and national and international institutions. During the last four years our staff participated to several workshops of capacity building and meetings in which they have dealt with the analysis of documents and critical issues that may arise from the application process for the UNESCO’s lists.
The participation at the ICH NGO FORUM’s activities incremented our skills in the analysis of proposals and applications. The participation to the Forum allowed us to compare with realities different from ours, often composed of experts and researchers. Thanks to the different meetings organized by the Forum we have improved our ability to manage and produce documents within the Convention.
	
	

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	     English - 2 members
	
	

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to extrapolate from local experience to apply it within an international context? Please describe such experience.
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	     Thanks accreditation received by the Intergovernmental Committee of UNESCO, UNPLI started to develop and to follow up constantly a range of activities that go in the direction of:
a. increase our internal skills through a continuos training of the staff (on the themes of the Convention but also on the data collection methods).
b. raise awareness of the network of our associations and local communities in which they operate.
Now UNPLI have formed a staff capable of interacting at the international level also, starting from the smallest local realities. For example UNPLI is following the Pro Loco of Cocullo in the preparation of the nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding list about the “Feast of San Domenico Abate and the rite of snakes”. 

	
	

	
	
	

	F.
Cooperation with UNESCO
	
	

	Report on activities carried out by your organization in cooperation with UNESCO (both direct cooperation with UNESCO as well as activities carried out under the auspices of UNESCO or for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention, or financial support, such as e.g. funding from the Participation Program).
Not to exceed 250 words
	
	

	     We often cooperate with the UNESCO Secretariat in the communication field. Our responsible have frequent contacts with the Secretariat in order to coordinate the communication of the ICH NGO FORUM and to disseminate (through the website and social networks) many of the informations arriving by UNESCO, regarding different aspects of the Ngo’s participation to the Convention or UNESCO’s activities.
	
	

	
	
	

	G.
Signature
	
	

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization.
	
	

	Name:
 Mr. Antonino La Spina 
Title:
   National President  
Date:
[image: image1.png]  13 february 2017
Signature:



�	.	In case your organization operates in several States, please clearly indicate which State or States are concerned by your answers when filling in parts B, C and E.
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