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Please provide only the information requested below. Annexes or other additional materials cannot be accepted.

	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	The International Organization of Folk Art (IOV)

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	The International Organization of Folk Art (IOV)

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated on all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	     

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone, e-mail address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:

The International Organization of Folk Art
Address:

P O Box 4043

Sequim, WA  98382
Telephone number:

360 582 0712
E-mail address:

gfrandsen@aol.com
Website:
www.iov-world.com
Other relevant information:



	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mr.
Family name:

Frandsen
Given name:

George
Institution/position:

Secretary-General
Address:

PO Box 4043, Sequim, WA  98382  USA
Telephone number:

360 582 0712
E-mail address:

gfrandsen@aol.co,
Other relevant information:



	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention)


	Distinguish completed activities and ongoing activities. If you have not contributed, so indicate. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s participation in State efforts to develop and implement measures to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding ICH (Article 13 and OD 154), e.g. in the drafting of ICH related policies or legislation, in the establishment of national ICH committees or in other government-led processes.

Not to exceed 250 words

	It is important to state at the outset that the very mission and purpose of the International Organization of Folk Art is to safeguard the intangible cultural heritage.  We have done it for 35 years.   Philippines (completed):  IOV President, Carmen Padilla, initiated drafting of the law creating the National Commission of Culture and Arts, which she oversaw as its director.  The law provides the rule and systems that safeguard the ICH in the Philippines.  Brazil and USA (ongoing): Worked with state and national legislators to place traditional dance and music in the school curriculum.  China (completed):  Bulgaria: Prof Mila Santova , IOV Vice President, led in drafting ICH policies and legislation in Bulgaria, and is now the head of ICH Committee of Bulgaria.  Elvira Kunina, former IOV Vice President, and chair of the Russian Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee, contributed to the drafting of legislation to safeguard ICH in Russia. In reality, every national section organized by IOV is an informal ICH committee.   (The USA Section was invited to apply for accreditation as a separate entity.)   IOV Vice President Mila Santova is an advisor to the Regional Centre for Safeguarding ICH in South-Eastern Europe under auspices of UNESCO.

 

	B.2.
Describe your organization’s cooperation with competent governmental bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage (Article 13), including existing institutions for training and documentation of intangible cultural heritage (OD 154).

Not to exceed 250 words

	In some countries, our members are also members of national unesco commissions (Carmen Padilla, Philippines; Mila Santova, Bulgaria, Elvira Kunina, Russian Federation). IOV Vice president Mila Santova is Chair and member of the National Board of ICH atthe Ministry of Culture of Bulgaria.  She is head of the team of experts that prepared the inventory of ICH in Bulgaria; Author of the Council of Minsiters decree to replenish the national inventory; and Chair of the National Council of Experts on ICH.

IOV members organize more than 100 international folkloric festivals each year.  These are most often a joint project with a local or state government, and involve several hundred traditional performing artists from 4 to 15 foreign countries.  Funding frequently comes in large part from local government.  For example, in Nova Petropolis, Brazil, the IOV festival involves most members of the German-speaking population.  The city funds the $1 million budget.  IOV has a representative working in Mayor's office year round.. Russia:  State Russian House of Folk Art, which is funded  government, is our partner organization in Russia, and is a member of the UNESCO Commission of the Russian Federation.  IOV members Elvira Kunina, Ksenia Fokina have taken an active role in the Committee for Safeguarding the ICH, which Kunina chairs.
The IOV Research Commission, which is comprised of academicians and professional folklorists and researchers work together with government entities to present seminars, workshops and other events.  For example, in Ukraine a conference was recently organized jointly with the Rylsky Institute of the Ukrainian Academy of Science.  Another conference was produced with the Mariie Curie Sklodowska University of Lublin Poland where academicians presented papers and best practices on identification and inventorying the ICH.   
Patricia Stoddard, Vice Chair of IOV USA, was instrumental in documenting the tradition of  quilt-making in the Rilli Valley in Pakistan.  The exhibit was seen by over 10,000 in Utah and Colorado.
 

	B.3.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the State’s Periodic Report (OD 152).

Not to exceed 250 words

	IOV has not been officially asked to participate in this activity.  States parties, UNESCO commissions and the individuals responsible for drafting the State's periodic Report need training, to better understand the benefits of consulting with, and seeking the assistance of the NGOs .  Likewise, UNESCO has given little direction, especially at the time IOV was accredited.  A strategy for involving IOV in activities such as drafting the report, should be developed with the ICH Committee, UNESCO and the IOV together.                                                                        

	B.4
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Best Safeguarding Practices.

Not to exceed 250 words

	China  (2010): After its nomination failed, the Nanjing Brocade Research Institute invited IOV China to bring a team of experts to assist the institute prepare another nomination to the Representative List (completed).  The team members were from 6 countries and served mainly as consultants.  (2010) IOV panel of experts consulted on the application to inscribe the Chinese abacus (completed);  The following are ongoing in China:   (2010 - 2011) consulted on the application for inscription of Chinese Acupuncture.  (2014) application of Chinese cuisine culture; other technical assistance was provided for the application for inscription of decorated steamed bread of Wenxi, common belief of Guangong, Shanxi Vinegar Brewing Techniques and Straw Painting of Pucheng County.  IOV members, as individuals, have participated in all areas named in this question.  Bulgaria:  Mila Santova, IOV Vice President authored the file of the Bulgarian element, "The tradition of carpet making in Chiprovci," which is included in the Representative List of the Ninth Session of the Committee in 2014.

	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in the identification, definition (Article 11.b) and inventorying of ICH (Article 12, OD 80 and OD 153). Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	IOV members have individually been highly involved in identifying and inventorying ICH.  In Bulgaria, Prof. Mila Santova, who is a national expert in ICH and Vice president of IOV, led efforts to inventory the ICH of Bulgaria. Former IOV vice president Elvira Kunina, chair of the ICH Committee of the Russian Federation, led efforts to implement the convention there.  Other IOV members have been active in identifying and inventorying the ICH in many countries.
Mila Santova has worked as president of the National System of Living Human Treasurers, which has lead to entries of ICH elements in the national representative list of Bugaria.
Our individual members have been active in identifying ICH in the United States, for example, where Dr. Florence Neubauer has documented the rituals of the Plains Indian Tribes, as well as those of the Navajo Indian Nation.  Patricia Stoddard has worked with the women of the Rilli Valley in Pakistan to bring their tradition of quilt making to the public eye.  She assists a group of the women participate each year in the UNESCO supported Santa Fe Folk Art Market.

We have served as consultant to several groups trying to have their ICH inscribed on the Representative List (see answer on B4). 

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in other safeguarding measures, including those referred to in Article 13 and OD 153, aimed at:

a. promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society;

b. fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;

c. facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.

Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	IOV's activities to promote the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage are divided between two commissions, one of which is the IOV Research Commission.   This commission is made up of scientists, professors and other academicians, and researches of folk art and folk culture.  The commission chair is Prof. Mila Santova of Bulgaria.  The commission is in the final stages of producing the first issue of the IOV Journal of Intangible Cultural Heritage, which is a peer-reviewed  scientific and academic periodical journal, whose contributors include experts well known to UNESCO and the academic and research professions. 
Vice president Mila Santova also founded the National Center for ICH and 2 local centers, whose duties include archiving documentation for ICH, accessible to holders and beneral public. 

The activities of the Research Commission are also carried out by regions.  Using the UN geoscheme, IOV is in the process of organizing commissions in each region.   Our Central and Eastern European Research Commission has been the model we follow, as it has been functioning well for 30 years.  In June, 2013, the commission, together with the Relsky Institute of  Art Studies, Folklore and Ethnology of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine produced a conference in Crimea Roots  and Routes of Traditional European Cultures in the Twenty-First Century.  Presenters from presented on the topics: 
•
Preservation and study of traditional folk culture; 

•
Contemporary borderland ethno-cultural processes in the countries of the Black Sea;

•
Ethnic culture and national identity within the modern European integration process;

•
Wandering cultures” – permanence and/or change 
In China, IOV organized a conference on the topic, "Protecting Endangered ICH of Minority Populations - Preparing for Natural Disasters.  Researchers from 25 countries traveled to the part of China devastated by the earthquake, where they presented papers. 

	B.7.
Describe your organization’s involvement in measures to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 and ODs 105 to 109 and OD 155:

a. educational, awareness-raising and information programmes aimed at the general public, in particular at young people;

b. educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

c. capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;

d. non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;

e. education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.

Explain in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The IOV Youth program is international, with chapters in many countries.  

The First IOV World Youth Congress was held in Utah, USA on the theme, Living Tradition:  Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Youth from 40 countries delivered papers, gave demonstrations and lectures.  The second conference was held in Nanjing, China, the them was Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Urban Populations, with 200 youth from 40 countries.  The third international congress, in Sweden, on topic of Sustainability of Intangible Cultural Heritage.  Regional congress in Southeast Asia, organized with assistance from UNESCO in Thailand, held in Malaysia with 100 youth attending.  The theme was A taste of Asia:  The Intangible Cultural Heritage of Food brought youth from 15 Asian countries.  A regional congress also took place in Brazil, with more planned in coming years.  

IOV supports and promotes youth participation in folkloric dance and musical groups.  Each year, more than 2500 young people participate in folkloric groups in festivals throughout the world.

The public is invited to participate in workshops and recreational dancing with folkloric groups at festivals each summer.  

The IOV web site www.iov-world.com devotes a large section to intangible cultural heritage, with the ICH Kits produced by UNESCO (used with permission).  The site is available to the public.

A Directory of folkloric festivals, is also found on the web site, with information about the traditional dance and music program, traditional foods available, handicrafts exhibits and sales, and other public events.

IOV’s admission policy welcomes all people, including the general public, who have an interest in intangible cultural heritage. 

	

	C.
Bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation

	Report on activities carried out by your organization at the bilateral, sub-regional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 and OD 156. You may, for example, consider the following issues:

a. sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH (OD 87);

b. participating in regional cooperation activities including for example those of category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage established under the auspices of UNESCO (OD 88);

c. developing networks of NGOs, communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes at sub-regional and regional levels to develop joint and interdisciplinary approaches concerning shared ICH (OD 86).
Not to exceed 250 words

	a.   IOV conferences organized by the IOV Research Commission are venues where information about identifying, inventorying and documenting ICH is shared. The program of the IOV Asia youth congress in 2014 included a traditional “cook off,” where youth from the 15 participating countries shared the culinary traditions with the Malaysian public.  The youth also traveled to an Iban village on Sarawak to share food, demonstrate traditional dance and music, and learn from the Iban to use the  blowgun. 
IOV publishes a quarterly periodical called Folk Culture.  Published in Bahrain, Folk Culture contains research and scholarly articles on traditional folk art among the Arab Nations, in Arabic with English and French summaries.   IOV also publishes a directory of folk arts festivals where traditional dance and music are performed by amateur performers.  Traditional instrumentation and costuming are required of all performers.
c. IOV is itself a network of institutions and individuals, with over 800 active members and 4500 associated members in more than 85 countries.  Members include associations with thousands of members each, such as the Swedish Society of Handicrafts Associations (SRH)
 UNESCO identified and added to its roster 40 IOV experts in the intangible cultural heritage.  Their expertise covers all 5 domains.  In 2011, IOV founded the China Luodai Center for Protection of Folk Art.

IOV President contributed an article to the first publication of the ICH Category 2 Center in Korea.  

IOV has developed a network of more than 200 international folkloric festivals.  An estimated 500,000 to 700,000 members of the public participate as audiences for folk dance and musical performances..  

	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the Committee meetings or those of the General Assembly? If yes, please indicate which meetings you attended and describe the nature of your contribution to the Committee’s work.

Not to exceed 250 words

	IOV President Carmen Padilla and Vice President Mila Santova were present in Abu Dhabi when IOV accredited.  The president and Vice President Emma Chen attended the NGO meetings in Bali, Indonesia.  Both also attended the forum in Kenya, and in 2012, the president attended the IGC and NGO meeting in Paris.  She contributed to the drafting of the NGO statement, which she read at the end of the session. The president attendeed NGO forum in Baku, and was a member of the coordinating body.  In 2014, she presented a paper on NGO participation at the NGO forum in Paris.
Immediately after accreditation in 2010, the secretary-general attended NGO meeting at UNESCO in Paris. Forty of IOV's many qualified researchers and professors have been identified by UNESCO and added to its roster of experts.  

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Consultative Body or Evaluation Body (OD 26), or was it appointed in 2009 or 2010 to evaluate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List or a request for International Assistance? If yes, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words

	No, but we are willing and qualified.

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (OD 96) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words

	In order for the Committee to receive the benefit of IOV's expertise, it must be willing to request it.  IOV stands ready and is qualified to render such assistance.

Indirectly, IOV has provided advisory assistance to the committee.  Our conferences, festivals, and other activities have reached many hundreds of thousands of members of the public (see other responses for details).  Bringing ICH to the forefront of the public's consciousness by making it aware of the existence and importance of ICH is a first step.  As mentioned in this report, the public participates in many of our events, including festivals, handicraft markets, as well as public workshops.  IOV has publicized the ICH convention and its implementation on our web site, where we have the UNESCO ICH Information Papers.  Our 25th and 30th anniversary publications contain articles on various aspects of the convention, and these are posted on our web site and published on ISSUU.  

IOV Publications (Folk Culture Journal and the IOV Journal of ICH) are devoted to the dissemination of information on intangible cultural heritage. The varous conferences that are organized by IOV, referred to herein, support the committee's efforts to raise awareness of the convention and the importance of ICH.

By standing ready to provide advice and consultation, as well as hands-on services, IOV is in fact supporting the committee.  We have more than 40 scientists, academicians, praticioners and researchers across all five domains of the ICH, which UNESCO identified as experts and listed on its roster of experts.  These individuals are prepared to consult if asked.

We intend to continue our programs with the youth, our conferences, festivals, and support of traditional folk dance and music festivals, culinary festivals, handicrafts exhibits, lectures and projects in support of the IOV Mission, which includes safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage through dissemination of information.  We intend to further develop and build our network of individuals and institutions active in the fields of folk art and folk culture.     

	E.
Capacities of your organization for evaluation of nominations, proposals and requests (as described in OD 27 and OD 96):

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff demonstrate a very good command of English or French? If yes, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	English:  approximately 30, including 20 native speakers;   French:  approximately 20, including 10 native speakers.  We also have 10 or more native speakers of Arabic, Russian, Chinese, and more than 40 Spanish.  Many other languages are represented.

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several ICH domains? Please describe your experiences.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Even before the convention existed, IOV was active in all five domains of the ICH.   Every two years, an international conference on Myths and Legends is held in the Philippines. Our members organized over 100 international folkloric festivals in each of the past four years where 120 to 300 traditional dancers and musicians from, 4 to 15 countries gather for performances, dance labs, workshops and master's classes.  

Many festivals combined handicrafts sales and exhibits, and traditional food, with scientific seminars or conferences. 

Social Practices, rituals and festive events have been topics of conference held in Lublin, Poland and elsewhere.  Folk Culture, a quarterly IOV publication from Bahrain has publish several issues devoted to wedding rituals and other festive events.

The IOV Asia youth congress in 2014 focused on the intangible cultural heritage of traditional foods in Southeast Asia.  Traditional medicine has been a topic of a conference. 

IOV is very active in Handicrafts, and works with some of the world's leaving handicrafts organizations. The IOV Handicraft Project is being organized with Makhfuza Salimova as chair.   She has been awarded the UNESCO Seal of Excellence in Handicrafts for her work with women artisans in Uzbekistan.  We have handicrafts artists who organize markets in Saudi Arabia, China and many other places.   We have organized exhibits of textiles in the United States, Germany, China and elsewhere.

An IOV youth congress asked young people to present papers and reports on the state of ICH in their countries.

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Many of our members are also members of other arts organizations, including some that are granting agencies.  In such capacity, they have both prepared and reviewed proposals for funding.  The membership of the IOV Research Commission is comprised mainly of academicians, who would be experienced in analysing documents and papers. 

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	I have not been able to find a definition of the term "synthetic text."  It is not found in any of the English dictionaries.  I don't know what it means.  With respect to drafting texts of resolutions and other public documents, the secretary general and several other lawyer members of the IOV Legal Committee may be able to assist. 

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to extrapolate from local experience to apply it within an international context? Please describe such experience.

Not to exceed 250 words

	As the responses to the questions on this form attest, IOV has been operating at the international level since it was first founded 35 years ago.  The very name, International Organization of Folk Art, indicates that our work is internatinoal in its nature.  Please see other responses for details of our ability to work and organize at the local, regional and international level.
In addition to the resonses given elsewhere, IOV organized several international conferences, one of which was held in Baku, Azerbaijan on Traditional Cuisine.  Two hundred chefs from all over the world prepared traditional cuisine from the Islamic countries.

In Bahrain, with support from the King, IOV organized an academic conference, with papers presented on a variety of topics within the broader context of preserving the intangible cultural heritage.


	

	F.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Report on activities carried out by your organization in cooperation with UNESCO (both direct cooperation with UNESCO as well as activities carried out under the auspices of UNESCO or for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention, or financial support, such as e.g. funding from the Participation Program).

Not to exceed 250 words

	IOV organized the IOV European Congress, which was held in Bratislava, Budapest and Vienna.  Funding was received from the UNESCO Participation Program.  The IOV Conference on Myths and Legends held in Manila, the Philippines received funding from the National UNESCO Commission of the Philippines. The UNESCO Regional Center in Bangkok participated in the IOV Asia Youth Congress in 2014 by sending a speaker the topic was traditional Asian cooking.  The UNESCO Center in Quito, Ecuador participated in a Conference on Traditional Couples Dances held in Quito. 

	

	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization.

	Name:

George M. Frandsen
Title:
Secretary-General
Date:
September 15, 2015
Signature:
    Signed George Frandsen                               



�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please clearly indicate which State or States are concerned by your answers when filling in parts B, C and E.





Form ICH-08 Report-2015 - EN – revised on 16/10/2014 – page 1
Form ICH-08 Report-2015-EN – revised on 16/10/2014 – page 9

[image: image1.png]