
 

Plenary Session 1 – MIL as a defense against misinformation, false news, disaster risk reduction and 
management 

Ms Alice Y. L. Lee 
 

 

(China), Head, Department of Journalism, Hong Kong Baptist University 
alicelee@hkbu.edu.hk  
Professor Alice Y. L. Lee is Head of the Department of Journalism at the Hong 
Kong Baptist University in Hong Kong. She was a member of the Editorial and 
Advisory Committee of the UNESCO Global MIL Assessment Framework 
document. Currently, she serves as the International Associate Coeditor of 
Comunicar. In Hong Kong, Alice is the vice-chairperson of the Hong Kong 
Association of Media Education. She is also a member of the Steering 
Committee on Strategic Development of Information Technology in Education, 
Education Bureau, HKSAR Government. She is working with the Education 
Bureau to promote information literacy framework in schools. 

Ms Renee Hobbs (USA), Director, Media Education Lab 
hobbs@uri.edu 
 

Ms Rose-Marie Farinella 

 

(France), Public School Teacher, Académie de Grenoble 
rose.farinella@free.fr 

 French teacher; former journalist 
 Creator of pedagogical scenario that has been experimented in a 

primary school over the last 3 years  
 MIL project, “Real or fake news? How to make the difference on the 

web, from 10 years old on? “, was awarded during French annual  
congress for Journalism “Les Assises du Journalisme” 2016,  at 
“Innovative Teacher’s Forum” 2016, and  at National Congress of digital 
culture and MIL 2017 

Mr Sriram Arulchelvan  
 

(India), Assistant Professor, Department of Media Sciences, Anna University  
arulchelvansriram@gmail.com  

 Teacher of Journalism, Community Media, Development 
Communication, Educational Media, Research Methodology,  
E-Learning subjects for Master degree courses; NSS Programme Officer 
and Coordinator of CEG Campus; former Journalist in Tamil newspaper 
industry 

 Ph.D. in Educational Media and holder of FCT Post-Doctoral Research 
Fellowship from Portugal and European Union 

 Winner of Best Young Media Teacher Award  
 Research projects with the support of Anna University, NSS, UNICEF, 

Government of Tamilnadu, and others 
 

Ms Tara Susman-Peña 

 

(USA), Senior Technical Advisor, Center for Applied Learning and Impact and in 
the Information & Media practice, IREX  
tsusmanpena@irex.org  

 Extensive publication in areas of specialization: The role 
of information, media, and innovation in governance, development, and 
resilience 

 Recent leader of the development of IREX’s new Vibrant Information 
Approach 

 Experience includes strategic planning, learning, human-centered 
research and design, impact, evaluation, and international development 
policy 
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Ms Anna Kozlowska 

 

(USA), Social Sciences Liaison Librarian, Dickinson College  
kozlowsa@dickinson.edu  

 Experienced in working in academic libraries – both in liberal arts and 
public education settings 

 Currently teaches information literacy instruction, designs and delivers 
professional development workshops for librarians, builds information 
literacy programs into curriculums, and participates in outreach and 
marketing activities in social science and language departments 

 M.A. degree in Political Science with a primary focus on international 
relations and comparative politics and library degree 

 

Parallel Session 1a – Special Session: UNESCO and the Caribbean School of Media and 
Communication (CARIMAC): Multistakeholder Consultation on UNESCO project Defining Internet 
Indicators 

Mr Alton Grizzle  
 
 
 

(France), Programme Specialist, UNESCO  
a.grizzle@unesco.org  
I manage UNESCO’s global actions on media and information literacy (MIL). My 
research interest centers around the development of MIL as an umbrella term 
harmonizing many notions of information, media, and technological 
competencies (knowledge, skills, and attitudes). Broadly, I am concerned with 
how MIL relates sustainable development, including gender equality in the 
media, privacy, enhancing human rights and tolerance, and countering, hate, 
radicalization, and extremism. My work then involves all dimensions necessary 
to achieve MIL for all: policy and strategy, curricula, assessment and monitoring, 
international cooperation etc. 
 

Mr Hopeton Dunn (Jamaica), Director, Caribbean School of Media and Communication (CARIMAC)  
hopetondunn@gmail.com 
 

Mr Marcus Leaning (UK), Head of Department, School of Media and Film, University of Winchester  
marcus.leaning@winchester.ac.uk 
 

Mr Cordel Green 

 

(Jamaica), Director, Broadcasting Commission of Jamaica  
ddavis@broadcom.org ; cgreen@broadcom.org  

 Attorney-at-Law; former Assistant Attorney-General of Jamaica and 
broadcaster 

 Commissioner, Jamaica National Commission for UNESCO; Member of 
the Law Committee - IEEE Global Initiative for Ethical Consideration in 
Artificial Intelligence and Autonomous Systems; Fellow of the 
Telecommunications Executive Management Institute of Canada; and 
Honorary member of the Multicultural Media, Telecom and Internet 
Council, Washington D.C.  
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Ms Carolyn Wilson 

 

(Canada), Chair, GAPMIL International Steering Committee, Lecturer, Western 
University 
cwils66@uwo.ca  

 Over 30 years of work experience in Media and Information Literacy 
education at elementary, secondary and post-secondary levels and for 
libraries, NGOs, media industries, and governments    

 Chair of the first UNESCO/UNAOC International University Network 
on MILID  

 Member of the Culture, Communication and Information Sectoral 
Commission for the Canadian Commission for UNESCO   

 Service on Boards of MediaSmarts (Canada), MENTOR Association for 
Media Literacy (Spain); Past President of the Association for Media 
Literacy in Toronto, Canada.   

 Winner of Prime Minister of Canada Award for Teaching Excellence, 
the Distinguished Contributions to Teaching Award from the University 
of Toronto, and the Excellence in Teaching Award from the Students’ 
Council of Western University, Canada.    

 

Ms Robin Kear 
 

 

(USA), Liaison Librarian, University of Pittsburgh  
Robin Kear is Liaison Librarian at the University of Pittsburgh, leading efforts to 
develop partnerships with senior faculty, in order to ensure optimal instruction, 
support and materials for courses. She is highly active in library instruction, 
supporting students and staff to make best use of available information 
resources. She joined Pittsburgh University in 2007, and previously worked at 
Nova Southeastern University and St Thomas University, Florida. She obtained 
her Masters in Library and Information Science at San Jose State University, 
and a Batchelors in Global Policy Studies from Chatham University. She is an 
associate of IFLA’s International Leaders Programme. 

 

Parallel Session 1b – MIL as a tool for gender equality and advocacy in information environments 

Ms Tessa Jolls 
 

 

(USA), President and CEO, Center for Media Literacy  
tjolls@medialit.org  

 Working in partnership to demonstrate how media literacy works 
through school and community-based implementation programs   

 Awards: Global Media and Information Literacy Award 2015, in 
recognition of work in Media and Information Literacy and Intercultural 
Dialogue, from the UNESCO-initiated GAPMIL, in cooperation with 
UNAOC; International Media Literacy Award by Gateway Media 
Literacy Partners 2014; Jesse McCanse Award 2013 for Individual 
Contribution to Media Literacy by the National Telemedia Council 

Ms Isabel Moya Richard 

 

(Cuba), President, Department of Gender and Communication, International 
Institute of Journalism Jose Marti  
imoya@enet.cu  

 PhD in Communication Sciences and degree in Journalism 
 Titular Professor in the School of Communication, University of 

Havana, Cuba 
 Editor in chief in Women Publishing House 
 Publications include: Letter with gender. Proposal for the treatment of 

violence in the media; Reinvent journalism. Toward a feminist 
counterculture in the media; Without password. Gender and transgression 
media; The sex of angels. A view of gender to the media; The Quicksilver 
and mirrors. Communication and gender 
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 Participation as expert in national and international events; lectures at 
several universities in Latin America, Europe and United States 

 Winner of Unite Award from Secretary General Ban KI Moon 
Campaign against Gender Violence, and of José Martí National 
Journalism Award 

 

Mr Stephen Wyber 
 

 

(Netherlands), Manager, Policy and Advocacy, International Federation of 
Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA)  
Stephen.Wyber@ifla.org  
 
Stephen Wyber is Manager, Policy and Advocacy at the International 
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA). He is responsibility 
for leading IFLA’s work to promote the work of libraries to external partners, 
and to engage in relevant policy discussions. He started at IFLA in early 2016, 
working on copyright and access to information issues. He previously worked 
at the British Embassy in Paris, and before this at the UK Permanent Delegation 
to the OECD. 

Ms Hilary C. Nicholson 
 
 

(Jamaica), Representative, World Association for Christian Communication 
(WACC) 
hilarycnja@gmail.com ; hello@wmwja.org  

 Co-founder of Women’s Media Watch (WMW-Jamaica), which seeks 
an exploration of ways to enhance gender-aware media literacy in 
Jamaica and the Caribbean 

 Pioneer researcher for the Global Media Monitoring Project spearheaded 
by WACC; Coordinator of Caribbean arm of WACC 

 Adjunct lecturer at Caribbean School of Media and Communication; 
producer of video documentaries; theatre practitioner 

 
 

 
Parallel Session 1c – MIL for journalists’ safety, freedom of information, freedom of expression and 
to build trust in journalism 

Ms Zhang Kai 
 

(China), Director, Media Education Research Center, Communication University 
of China (CUC) 
kai61a2003@163.com  

 Professor at Institute of Communication Studies, CUC; course leader of 
International Journalism and News Literacy; teacher of Media and 
Culture, and Communication Theory to the students of Master Program 

 Deputy Director of Academic Board of China Media Literacy of State 
Administration of Press, Publication, Radio, Film and Television 

 Research interests: International Journalism; Media Literacy; 
International Communication 

 Publisher of nine books, and over 70 journal articles and book chapters  
 

Mr Wilfried Runde (Germany), Head of Research and Cooperation, Deutsche Welle  
wilfried.runde@dw.com 
 

Ms Roslyn Kratochvil-
Moore  

(Germany), DW Akademie 
roslyn.kratochvil-moore@dw.com ;   
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Mr José Luis Saca Jímenez 

 

(El Salvador), President, International Association of Broadcasting  
mail@airiab.org ; centraloffice.iab@gmail.com  

 Professional Industrial Engineer with extended career in broadcasting 
industry  

 IAB President; Executive Vice President of Radio Corporación, El 
Salvador; Director of the National Association of Private Enterprise 
(ANEP) 

 former President of the Salvadoran Association of Broadcasters 
(ASDER); former Latin America Area Director, Entrepreneurs 
Organization (EO) 

 Areas of specialization: MA Business Administration, Incae business 
school; Entrepreneurals Master Program, Massachusets Institute of 
Technology; Breaking the growth barriers, London Business School  
 

Mr Jamal Eddine Naji (Morocco), Director General for Audiovisual Communication, High Authority of 
Audiovisual Communication  
jamaleddine.naji@gmail.com  
 

Mr Alexandre Bianquini do 
Amaral 

 

(Brazil), University of São Paulo 
alexandrebdoamaral@gmail.com  

 Student of Journalism, School of Communications and Arts, University 
of São Paulo 

 Former Press Room Secretary for Global MIL Week 2016  
 Member of the group “Journalism, Law and Freedom” 
 Research topics include: Human rights, such as freedom of expression 

and privacy.  
 Producer of reports and chronicles for radio at Universidade 93.7 

Ms Kemesha Kerry (Jamaica), Blogger, Youth Advocate, Miss Jamaica Festival Queen 2012  
kemesha.a.kelly@gmail.com  
 

 

Plenary Session 2 – Resetting MIL in the present information and media landscape 

Mr Ian Randle 

 

(Jamaica), Founder, Ian Randle Publishers Ltd. 
ianlucienrandle@gmail.com 
Ian Randle is a Jamaican publisher and is Chairman of his 26-year old eponymous 
company, Ian Randle Publishers. He holds a Bachelors degree with honours from the 
University of the West Indies and a Masters in International Politics from the 
University of Southampton in England. He is recognized as the leading publisher 
globally, of books on Caribbean history, culture and the arts, and the Regional 
Integration Movement.He has consulted with regional governments and conducted 
training workshops in educational publishing, copyright, editing and marketing. Randle 
is the recipient of numerous honours including a Jamaican National honour, the Order 
of Distinction and an honorary Doctor of Laws from the University of the West Indies, 
St Augustine Campus in Trinidad . He is one of only 4 persons from the Caribbean who 
have been made Fellows of the Prince Claus Foundation in the Netherlands.   

Ms Zhang Kai (China), Director, Media Education Research Center, Communication University of 
China (CUC) 
kai61a2003@163.com  
(See photo and bio above) 
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Mr Renaud de la Brosse 
 

(Sweden), Professor, Linnaeus University  
renaud.delabrosse@lnu.se  

 Professor in Communication Studies with specialization in Journalism 
 Research interests: Democratic dimension of news literacy; inventory of media 

regulation worldwide; questioning of supposed interdependence between 
media regulation and democratic governance (through case studies in Africa, 
North Africa and Eastern Europe); effects induced by technological 
convergence of regulatory activities 

 Experiences include: Expert Consultant for the International Francophonie 
Organization, the Council of Europe, the European Commission (Europ-Aid), 
the Panos Institute, the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia (UN), and UNESCO 

 

Ms Meri Seistola 

 

(Finland), Executive Director, Metka Centre for Media Education  
meri.seistola@mediametka.fi  

 Close cooperation with Metka's traditional partners such as film artists, 
librarians, government officials and researchers 

 M.A. in Fenno-Ugric Linguistic Research minoring in Communications and in 
Development Studies 

 Strong background of digital service design in several organizations including 
the Finnish UNICEF National Committee, and in commercial digital media 
appointments based on foreign trade graduation from Helsinki Business 
College 

 Chairman of the parental board at Pakila elementary school; chairman of the 
school board at Helsinki media high school; founder of MetkaEdTech 
hackathon event 

Mr Wesley Gibbings (USA), President, Association of Caribbean Media Workers  
wgibbings@gmail.com  

 Freelance journalist; newspaper columnist; press freedom advocate  
 Member of Coordinating Committee of the Latin American and Caribbean 

Alliance of the International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX) 
 Has written, published and presented extensively on Caribbean media affairs 

and a wide range of subjects related to press freedom and media development  
 Winner of 2017 Percy Qoboza Foreign Journalist Award by the US National 

Association of Black Journalists in recognition for his press freedom activism  
 Experience includes: Training of journalists throughout the English-speaking 

Caribbean; visiting lecturer at the Caribbean Institute of Media and 
Communication, University of the West Indies (UWI) in Jamaica; training 
coordinator for Media Development Authority of Fiji 

 

Mr Itay Weiss 

 

(Israel), Youth Representative, Networks of Mediterranean (NET-MED) Youth Israel  
itay1weiss@gmail.com 

 Social entrepreneur, who believes that the shared passion of activists and 
business leaders for innovation would bring many long-awaited solutions for 
the world's burning challenges 

 Founder of “Café Eliyahu”; partner in NetMed Youth Project Israel; Member of 
Israeli Bar 

 Bachelor in Law; completing his Master in Public Policy, Georgetown 
University, Washington D.C. 
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Parallel Session 2a – Stimulating critical civic engagement in sustainable development and democracy 
through MIL empowerment 

Mr Mark-Shane Scale  
 

 

(Jamaica), Lecturer, The University of the West Indies, Mona  
markshane.scale02@uwimona.edu.jm  

 Masters in Library and Information Studies (MLIS) Degree  
 Pursuing doctoral studies 
 Topical focus in area of international librarianship and global information flow 

Ms Milica Pesic 

 

(UK), Executive Director, Media Diversity Institute  
milica.pesic@media-diversity.org  

 Over 20 years work experience in field media development field as designer 
and supervisor of multi-national, multi-annual diversity media development 
programmes  

 Professional Journalist; reporter for BBC, Radio Free Europe, the Times HES, 
TV Serbia and other media 

 MA in International Journalism, City University, London 
 Other experience includes: New York University; IFJ, Brussels; the Alternative 

Information Network, Paris.  
 Co-designer of MA Course in Diversity and the Media jointly run by MDI and 

University of Westminster 
 

Ms Lisiane Lemos (Brazil), Co-founder, Brazil Black Professionals Network  
lilemos@microsoft.com  
 

Ms Irina Zhilavskaya 
 

(Russia), Head, UNESCO Chair of Media and Information Literacy and Media Education 
of Citizens, Moscow State Pedagogical University  
zhiv3@yandex.ru  

 President of Media Education Professional Association; member of Russian 
committee for UNESCO “Information for all” program; National Association of 
Mass Media Researchers board member; editor-in-chief for “Media. 
Information. Communication.” online magazine 

 Author and developer of such notions as: Informal media; journalistic model of 
media education; media-educational activities in mass media 

 Member of International UNESCO expert council on adapting UNESCO MIL 
teaching program for Russia 

 Author of over 100 books and articles on media-related topics 
 Head of various sociological research projects on youth media literacy 

problems 
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Ms Tina Berezhnaya  
 

 

(Russia), Russia Today TV 
tberezhnaya@rttv.ru 

 Media professional with over 20 years of experience in all types of traditional 
and new media 

 profound knowledge and expertise of digital media; popular public speaker on 
the theme 

 Teacher at UNESCO Chair of Media and Information Literacy and Media 
Education of Citizens in Moscow Pedagogical State University 

 
 
 

Mr Abel Antonio Grijalva 
Verdugo 

(Mexico), Research Professor, Department of Social Sciences and Humanities, 
University of the West  
abel.grijalva@udo.mx  
 

Ms Vannie Kouamou 
Djounguep 

 

(Cameroon), Promoter, Africa Resilience Association  
vanniedjounguep@gmail.com  
 

 Sociologist; Expert Gender and Development 
 Winner of Islamic Development Bank Prize for the contribution of women to 

development 2016  
 Author of L'appropriation des femmes in Cameroon: the case of Lékié 

appeared at the European University Editions (2014) 

 
Parallel Session 2b – The potential of media and libraries and technological intermediaries to support MIL 

Ms Guna Spurava 
 

 

(Latvia), Head, UNESCO Chair of Media and Information Literacy, University of Latvia 
guna.spurava@gmail.com  
Guna Spurava, head of UNESCO Chair on Media and Information Literacy at the 
University of Latvia. Guna is a researcher and lecturer at the Faculty of Social Sciences, 
Department of Communication Studies at the University of Latvia.  Guna is responsible 
for the development of MIL research focusing on practices of young people’s media 
use. Guna has also been teaching media research methods and media economy at the 
University of Latvia. Shi is doctoral student at University of Tampere, Finland, Faculty 
of Communication Sciences in the field of MIL. Over the course of her professional 
career, she has been heavily involved in different aspects of the Latvian media 
landscape, with a focus on magazine publishing management. 

Ms Jill Chisnell 

 

(USA), Integrated Media and Design Librarian, Carnegie Mellon University 
jillianc@andrew.cmu.edu  

 Bachelor of Fine Arts in Film and Television, New York University; Master of 
Library and Information Science, University of Pittsburgh  

 Presentations of work at the 2016 IFLA Annual Conference in Columbus, Ohio 
and LOEX 2017 in Lexington, KY 

 Case study, “Collaboration, Cameras and Cuba: A Librarian’s Journey Through 
the Maze”, to appear in the forthcoming Rowman & Littlefield publication, 
Moving Beyond the Wow Factor: The Savvy Librarian’s Guide to Technology 
Innovation in Academic Libraries 
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Ms Pia-Marie Wehrling 
 

 

 (Sweden), Film Advisor, West Sweden  
pia-mari.wehrling@kulturivast.se 
Pia-Marie Wehrling is a film advisor at the culture administration of Region Västra 
Götaland, and is working with 49 municipalities in West Sweden along with a number 
of stakeholders both regional and national wise.  
Pia-Marie is also the chairman of the board of film education who are assisting the 
Swedish Film institute in this issues. She has also been active in the boards of national 
NGO´s who are working with film educational matters. 

Ms Linda Sternö  

 

(Sweden), Lecturer, University of Gothenburg  
linda.sterno@gu.se  

 BA in Film Directing, University of Gothenburg; MA exam in Visual Culture and 
Education, Konstfack, Stockholm 

 Experience includes: Film directing and production of films shown on 
international festivals, television and cinema 

 Focus on development of ideas around film pedagogy in a digital era 
 
 
 

Mr David Drysdale (Jamaica), Campus Librarian, University of Technology, Jamaica  
 

Mr Jagtar Singh (India), Professor, University of Punjabi  
jagtardeep@gmail.com  

Ms Maylin Bojórquez 

 

(Guatemala), Faculty of Humanities, University of San Carlos of Guatemala  (USAC) 
mbojorquez@fahusac.edu.gt  

 Teacher, virtual tutor and instructional designer of e-learning program of 
Department of Virtual Education 

 Research subjects: Literacy Informational and Media; Multi-literacy; others 
related to educational technology 

 Consultant of Ministry of Education of Guatemala; Consultant prequalified by 
General Secretariat of Planning (SEGEPLAN), Guatemala 

 Obtained recognition of Academic Excellence as university professor in 2015 
and 2016 

 MA in University Teaching,Faculty of Humanities, USAC, and MSC in Direction 
and Production of E-learning, University of Galileo 
 

 
Parallel Session 2c – MIL for social inclusion, dialogue, and development (culture, gender, ethnicity, 
religion, and capabilities) 
Ms Hania Bitar 
 

 

(Palestine), Director General, PYALARA 
haniabitar@gmail.com 
Born in 1967, Bitar received Bachelor degree in English Literature from 
Bethlehem University, and M.A. degree in English and American Literature from 
the Catholic University. 
Bitar started her professional career as a teacher of English Language at 
Bethlehem University. In 1994, business manager of the "Jerusalem Times" 
newspaper. In 1998 Bitar established “The Youth Times” Palestinian youth 
newspaper. Then founded PYALARA organization focusing on empowering 
Palestinian young people to “Be the change they want to see in the world” and 
make a difference in their society.  
Bitar is a member of the International Women’s commission, member of board 
of directors and trustees of the Arab American University of Jenin, Ilham 
Falasteen Foundation. 
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Ms Ena Omerovic 

 

(Netherlands), Researcher, Utrecht University 
e.omerovic@uu.nl   

 Involved in long-term sustainable media literacy project “Literacy 
through Media Making” (MMM) targeted at newcomers in the 
Netherlands, coming mainly from conflict areas 

 Teacher; active in documentary filming 

Mr Marcus Leaning (UK), Head of Department, School of Media and Film, University of Winchester  
marcus.leaning@winchester.ac.uk  

Mr Philippe Coen 
 

 

(France), Founder, Respect Zone 
philippe.coen@respectzone.org  

Ms Bérangère Blondeau 

 

(France), Pedagogical Director, Savoir *Devenir 
berangere@savoirdevenir.net  
MIL teacher and doctoral researcher MICA (Mediations, Information, 
Communication Arts) University Bordeaux Montaigne, MIL project manager and 
Pedagogical director Savoir * Devenir, European MIL project ECFOLI Mena 
region, Co- author MOOC "DIY Media and Information Literacy" (European 
ECO project). 

 
Plenary Session 3 – GAPMIL and MILID Network Information Session 

Ms Carolyn Wilson 
 

(Canada), Chair, GAPMIL International Steering Committee, Lecturer, Western 
University  
cwils66@uwo.ca  
(See photo and bio above) 
 

Mr Alexandre Le Voci  (Brazil), GAPMIL Latin America and the Caribbean Chapter Representative, 
ZeitGeist Education and Media  
alevoci@gmail.com 
 

Ms Esther Hamburger (Brazil), 2016/2017 Chair, MILID Network, Professor, School of Communications 
and Arts, University of São Paulo  
ehamb@usp.br  
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Ms Paulette Stewart / Ms 
Paulette Kerr 

(Jamaica), Co-Chairs of the Global MIL Week 2017 Local Organizing Committee, 
The University of the West Indies, Mona  
paulette.stewart@uwimona.edu.jm; paulette.kerr@uwimona.edu.jm  
 

 
Plenary Session 4 – Better Internet experiences through MIL (opportunities for learning, engagement, and 
advocacy; respect for privacy, cyber security and safety) 
Mr Keith Campbell 
 
 

 (Jamaica), CEO, Public Broadcasting Corporation of Jamaica 
KCampbell@pbcjamaica.org  

Mr Hopeton Dunn (Jamaica), Director, Caribbean School of Media and Communication (CARIMAC)  
hopetondunn@gmail.com 
 

Ms Gabriella Thinsz  

 

(Sweden), Executive Producer, UR, Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company  
Gabriella.Thinsz@ur.se   

 Radio and TV producer; training of producers, teachers and journalists in 
practical Media Literacy for Swedish 

 Responsible for UR’s editorial line-up when for television and radio programs 
on media and information literacy  

 International media and information literacy projects include production of 
digital toolkit in Tunisia, “EdumediaTunisie”, which contains videos and 
educational material on media issues aimed to empower children and 
youngsters for developing media awareness and critical thinking 
 

Ms Monowara Begum Moni 
 

 

(Bangladesh), Vice president, German Journalist Union (DJV) 
m-begum@t-online.de  

 Professional journalist and media researcher; member of IAMCR 
 Lecturer at Daffodil University, Press Institute, Democracy Watch, Bangladesh 
 Studies include: Bengali Literature and Linguistics, Economics and Pali, Dhaka 

University; Post Graduate Study Journalism and Commercial Business, 
University Hohenheim 

 Awards: Best Journalist of the Year 1989, Bangladesh Diploma Engineers 
Association; Deutsche Welle (DW) and Amnesty International (AI) Prize on 
„Drinking Water/Human Right“ 

 Publications include: In Quest of a Golden Dream Dhaka; Mass Media in 
Bangladesh and its Press Freedom;  various research papers in Bangladesh and 
Germany 

 Holder of PANOS INSTITITE Fellowship, and of Media21Geneva for Probalt 
conference Fellowship 2009 
 

Ms Aichurek Ursupbaeva 
 

 

(Kyrgyzstan), Project Manager, Media Support Center Foundation 
aichurek.msc@gmail.com  

 Management of Media Information Literacy promotion in Kyrgyzstan through: 
Trainings; workshops; manuals; lessons; online platforms 

 Founder of MIL expert group; coordinator of working group on developing MIL 
lessons and MIL manual for the school teachers 

 Work experience in provision of technical assistance in rule of laws and 
election administration; civic education; development of teachers curriculum  
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Ms Nazira Sheraly 
 

 

(Kyrgyzstan), Project Assistant, Media Support Center Foundation 
naziramsc@gmail.com  

 Organization and maintenance of Media Information Literacy programmes; 
coordination of activities across the foundation; liaison with governmental 
departments, experts, international community, and other stakeholders 

 Maintenance of foundation’s databases; management of social media and web-
site; network and partnership development for MIL development in Central 
Asia 

 
 

 
Plenary Session 5 – Special Session (UWI Department of Library and Information Services, IFLA and 
UNESCO): Libraries, Development and the United Nations 2030 Agenda 

Mr Gerald Leitner 
 

(Netherlands), Secretary General, International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions (IFLA) 
Gerald.Leitner@ifla.org  
Gerald Leitner is Secretary-General of the International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions (IFLA), and is leading the organization’s work to 
build a stronger library field. He was previously Secretary-General of the 
Austrian library association for 17 years, overseeing significant growth in the 
association’s work. He was awarded the Austrian Cross of Honour for Science 
and Art, in recognition of his work, in 2016. 

Ms Sheila Webber (UK), Director, Centre for Information Literacy Research, University of Sheffield  
s.webber@sheffield.ac.uk  

 Senior Lecturer Information School, University of Sheffield; Head of 
iSchool's Libraries,Information and Society Research Group; Honorary 
Fellow of Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals 
(CILIP); Fellow of the UK's Higher Education Academy 

 Recipient of the UKeiG's Jason Farradane Award, and of University of 
Sheffield Senate Award for Sustained Excellence in Teaching 

 Co-chair of interim committee of European Chapter of GAPMIL 
 Member of IFLA Information Literacy Section Committee from 2009 – 

2017 
 Previous professional involvement includes: Membership of CILIP 

Information Literacy Group committee; Chairing the ASIST European 
Chapter and The Institut of Information Scientists Scottish (IIS) 
Chapter; membership of 
IIS Council 
 

Ms Katy Manck 
 

 

(USA), President, Internaitonal Association of School Librarianship  
katy.manck@gmail.com  

 Many years in academic, corporate, public, and school libraries in Texas; 
adjunct professor, University of North Texas 

  ‘Librarian-at-large’ recommending young adult books beyond 
bestsellers at BooksYALove.com 

 Masters in Library Science, University of North Texas 
 Founding member of IASL’s free GiggleIT Project for global student 

writing through school libraries 
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Mr Mark-Shane Scale  
 

(Jamaica), Lecturer, The University of the West Indies, Mona  
markshane.scale02@uwimona.edu.jm  
(See photo and bio above) 
 

Ms Eno Ottong 
 

 

(Nigeria), Professor, Akwa Ibom State University  
enojoseph2001@yahoo.com  

 Librarian of Akwa Ibom State University  
 Former head of almost all the divisions of a University Library; teacher 

and trainer of professional Librarians 
 Author; External Examiner to Library Schools and Consultant to 

Corporate Libraries in Nigeria;member of Nigerian Library Association 
(NLA), Librarian Council of Nigeria (LRCN), and UNESCO -MIL, Nigeria 

 
Parallel Session 3a – MIL revolutionizing the learning process 

Ms Melda N. Yildiz 
 

 

(USA), Associate Professor, New York Institute of Technology 
melda.yildiz@fulbrightmail.org  
Melda N. Yildiz, Ed.D. teaches Instructional Technology in the School of 
Interdisciplinary Studies and Education at NYIT. Melda served as a Fulbright Scholar in 
Turkmenistan (2009) and Azerbaijan (2016) taught and researched integrating new 
media and technologies in P20 classrooms. Melda co-authored, published, and 
presented featuring Media and Information Literacy, Instructional Technology, 
Multicultural and Global Education. She received Ed.D. from University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, in Math & Science and Instructional Technology; M.S. from 
Southern Connecticut State University in Instructional Technology. She majored in 
Teaching English as a Foreign Language at Bogazici University, in Turkey 
 

Ms Tatiana Murovana 
 

(Russia), Programme Specialist, UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in 
Education  
t.murovana@unesco.org  

 Manager of various projects on information access, digital information 
preservation, information ethics, media education and information literacy, and 
multilingualism in cyberspace 

 Issued about 20 publications on those and related topics 
 Developer of project aimed to promote MIL via mobile learning, and to 

contribute to the non-formal and informal teachers’ professional development 
through a set of mobile learning tools based on MIL programmes in line with 
the lifelong learning concept 

Ms Tessa Jolls 
 

(USA), President and CEO, Center for Media Literacy  
tjolls@medialit.org  
(See photo and bio above) 
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Mr Felipe Chibás Ortiz 

 

(Brazil), Associate Professor, Center for the Study of Evaluation and Measurement in 
Communication and Marketing (CEACOM), University of São Paulo  
chibas_f@yahoo.es  

 Author of 18 books published in several countries on topics of creativity, 
innovation, communication and education based on research in 11 countries  

 Coordinator of the study group Toth-CRIARCOM-Creativity, Innovation, 
Communication and Marketing, and of International Congress “CULTURE, 
COMMUNICATION, MARKETING AND COMMUNITY” 
 

Ms Nusrat Sohail (USA), New York Institute of Technology  
nsohail09@gmail.com  
 

Mr Alfonso Gutiérrez-
Martín 

 

(Spain), Professor, University of Valladolid  
alfguti@pdg.uva.es  

 PhD in Education from Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia (UNED) 
Spain 

 Master of Philosophy in Media Studies, Institute of Education, University of 
London) UK 

 Research interests: Media education, e-learning, educational technology, digital 
literacy, MIL, transmedia, Open Educational Resources 

 Contribution to numerous books and journals on these subjects 

Mr Michael Hoechsmann 

 

(Canada), Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, Lakehead University (Orillia)  
mhoechsm@lakeheadu.ca  

 Research focus: Digital and media literacies; cultural studies; education in 
formal and non-formal settings 

 Teaching interests: social studies; multicultural and anti-racist education; media 
education 2.0.  

 Publications include: Media Literacies: A Critical Introduction (Wiley Blackwell)  
 Board member of non-profit organization Media Smarts: Canada’s Centre for 

Digital and Media Literacy; Canadian co-Chair of the North American network 
of UNESCO GAPMIL 

Ms Emmanuelle Leneuf (France), CEO, FlashTweet 
eleneuf@gmail.com  

 
Parallel Session 3b – MIL in media policies, enabling diversity and pluralism 

Ms Pia-Marie Wehrling 
 
 

 (Sweden), Film Advisor, West Sweden  
pia-mari.wehrling@kulturivast.se 
(See photo and bio above) 
 

Mr Mohamed El Allali (Morocco), Coordinator of Masters of Political Communication, High Institute of 
Information and Communication 
 mohamedallali04@gmail.com  
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Ms Irene Andripoulou (Greece), Media and Film Literacy Expert, Michael Cacoyannis Foundation  
ireneandriopoulou@gmail.com  

 Media Researcher/Analyst 
 Experience includes: 2004-2011 Head of the Media Literacy 

Department at the Hellenic Audiovisual Institute (IOM); Content 
Designer for PSB in Greece  

 Presently: Media policy expert at Sec Gen for Media and 
Communication of the Hellenic Ministry of Policy, Telecoms and the 
Media; media literacy consultant to "Fest of Fests" network by renown 
Michalis Cacoyannis Foundation; Greek delegate of the EU Media 
Literacy Expert Group from 2006 

 Co-draft author of Paris Declaration on Media and Information Literacy in 
the Digital Era (2014) 

 Advocate for media literacy in multiple ways: With the media industries; 
Council of Europe; with European Audiovisual Observatory; with 
NORDICOM et al 

 Recent work includes: Greek edition of global DIMLE – Digital Media 
Literacy e-Book (www.dimle.org); EU StudyMapping of Media Literacy 
Practices and Actions in EU-28 (2017)  

 

Ms Lilia Raycheva 
 

 

(Bulgaria), Professor, The St. Kliment Ohridsky Sofia University  
lraycheva@yahoo.com  

 PhDis Professor at Department of Communication and Audio-Visual 
Production of the Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication 

 Former member of Council for Electronic Media  (2001-2008) 
 National and international lectures; extensively publications; portfolio 

includes a number of TV programs 
 Participant in a number of international projects and networks on 

various media issues 
 Scientific interests relate to information and communication 

technologies’ impacts, media developments, audiovisual production, and 
media ecosystem 
 

Ms Dobrinka Peicheva (Bulgaria), South-West University  
peichevadobrinka@abv.bg  
 

Mr Jochen Spangenberg (Germany), Innovation Manager, Deutsche Welle  
jochen.spangenberg@dw.com  
 

Mr Robert Beveridge (Italy), University of Sassari 
rdbeveridge@uniss.it  
 

 
Parallel Session 3c – MIL as platform supporting production and distribution of youth media and 
information 

Ms Lisiane Lemos (Brazil), Co-founder, Brazil Black Professionals Network 
lilemos@microsoft.com  
 

Mr Abhrahim Simmonds (Jamaica), Co-Founder, Jamaican Youth Empowerment through Culture, Arts 
and Nationalism (JAYECAN) 
abrahim.simmonds@jayecan.com  
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Ms Linda Sternö  

 

(Sweden), Lecturer, University of Gothenburg  
linda.sterno@gu.se  

 BA in Film Directing, University of Gothenburg; MA exam in Visual 
Culture and Education, Konstfack, Stockholm 

 Experience includes: Film directing and production of films shown on 
international festivals, television and cinema 

 Focus on development of ideas around film pedagogy in a digital era 

Mr Daniel Nwaeze 

 

(Nigeria), Chair, Media, and Communications, Afrika Youth Movement  
danielnwaeze@gmail.com  

 Development Communications / Media and Information Literacy young 
professional building over 4 years of media strategies and project 
implementation locally and globally 

 Continually works towards changing the African narrative and creating 
impact through projects based learning for youths in media across Africa 

 Founder of information website www.diplomacyopp.com 
 

Ms Eva Reina 

 

(Luxembourg), Director, European Youth Information and Counselling Agency 
(ERYICA)  
eva.reina@eryica.org  

 Provision of ERYICA with strategic oversight, advice and policy 
guidance 

 Advocate for right of young people to full and reliable information, as a 
means to ensure their ability to think critically, take informed decisions, 
reach their autonomy, and participate in society 

 Conceptualized, drafted, and implemented numerous international 
projects aimed to facilitate access to quality education, young people’s 
access to rights, youth work, youth information and counselling, and 
MIL 

 Research in the fields of higher education and youth; contributions to 
scientific conferences, articles, and project-related publications in these 
fields 

 BA in Translation and Interpretation; MA in Communications and Public 
Relations; MA in European Studies 
 

Mr Evyatar Be’er (Israel), Youth Representative, Networks of Mediterranean (NET-MED) Youth 
Israel  

 
 
Parallel Session 3d – MIL in the workplace 

Ms Sherri Hope Culver 

 

(USA), Director, Center for Media and Information Literacy, Temple University  
shculver@temple.edu  

 Associate Professor at Klein College of Media and Communication; 
membership on executive board of the National Association for Media 
Literacy Education 

 International presentations on media literacy and children’s media 
topics  

 Former co-executive editor of the UNESCO 2016 yearbook on Media 
and Information Literacy and Intercultural Dialogue; former co-editor 
of yearbooks from 2013-2015.  

 Author of “The Television and Video Survival Guide and The Media 
Career Guide” 
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Ms Yanqui Zhang  

 

(China), Deputy Dean, Faculty of Journalism and Communication, 
Communication University of China  
yqzhang@cuc.edu.cn  

 Director of Africa Communication Research Center 
 Research interests: Media literacy; new media studies; international 

communication 
 Winner of Special Award for Canadian Studies (2003) and China 

Scholarship(2006) 
 Former visiting scholar at University of New South Wales (UNSW, 

Australia, 2004) and London School of Economics and Political Science 
(LSE, UK,2008) 

 Author and co-editor of 5 books and 40+ academic articles and 
chapters  

Ms Tomica Daley (Jamaica), Acting Director, Access to Information Unit, Office of the Prime 
Minister  

Ms Julie Roberge 

 

(Canada), Former Senior Public Affairs Officer, Canadian Armed Forces  
julieroberge42@gmail.com  

 Independent Public Relations Consultant and Intercultural 
Communication Specialist with more than 25 years of civilian and 
military strategic communication experiences.   

 Served on the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in 2006 
with main purpose to train the Afghan National Security Forces 
(ANSF) and assist Afghanistan in rebuilding key government 
institutions.   

 Close cooperation with renowned  Canadian and international 
journalists, and local Afghan media representatives and NGOs 

 MA in Intercultural and International Communication, Royal Roads 
University, Victoria (2012) 
 

Ms Daniela Cornelia Stix 
 

 

(Germany), Senior Lecturer, HAWK Holzminden, Universitiy of Applied Sciene 
and Art  
daniela.stix@hawk-hhg.de  

 Teacher and researcher on media literacy and digital media design in 
Social Work; former media teacher and youth worker 

 Current research focuses on professional Youth Workers using Social 
Media in their daily work 

 Articles with interim results published in "deutsche Jugend" and "Der 
pädagogische Blick“  

 Member of Professional Association for Media Education in Germany 
(GMK).  

  

Parallel Session 4a – Conceptualising MIL cities, MIL and popular culture (music) 
Mr Steven Bruce Golding (Jamaica), President, Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA)  

stevenbgolding@gmail.com  
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Mr Leo Pekkala  
 

 

(Finland), Deputy Director, National Audiovisual Institute  
Leo.Pekkala@kavi.fi  
Leo has a long academic career both in Finland and internationally. He has 
worked in media education, teacher education and school development sectors 
both in the developing country context and in the developed country context. 
Since 2012 he has worked within the government structure, promoting media 
education and better media environment. He is also the Finnish regulator on 
classification of audiovisual media (age ratings). 
 

Mr O’Neal Mundle (Jamaica), Lecturer in Music Education, School of Education of UWI  
oneal.mundle@uwimona.edu.jm  
 

Mr Ras Astor Black (Jamaica), Founder, The Reggae Walk of Fame and Museum Limited  
reggaeinthesun@gmail.com  
 

Mr Craig E. Arthur 
 

 

(USA), Community Engagement Librarian, Virginia Tech University Libraries  
crarthur@vt.edu  

 Master of Library and Information Studies degree, University of North 
Carolina, Greensboro (2012) 

 Active DJ since 1997 
 Research interests: Media literacy instruction; hip hop pedagogy; 

academic and public library partnerships; critical pedagogy; learning 
 

 
Parallel Session 4b – MIL within the Caribbean 

Ms Anthea Henderson 
 

(Jamaica), Lecturer, Caribbean Institute of Media and Communication 
(CARIMAC), The University of the West Indies, Mona 
anthea.henderson02@uwimona.edu.jm 

Ms Daisy M. Hazzard 
 

 

(Grenada), Corporate Communications Officer, Ministry of Education and 
Human Resource Development 
daihazzard@gmail.com 

 Former teacher; former Desk Editor, Curriculum Development Unit; 
former chair and host of Grenada’s Literary Festival; anchored 
television programme featuring Grenadian authors 

 Conceptualized and spearheaded numerous projects in collaboration 
with Ministry(s) of Education and of Culture 

 Present engagement includes: UNESCO sponsored project, “Barefoot 
Hero’s”, a book designed to engender a sense of heritage and 
community pride, while teaching historical facts to Grenadian young 
people in a social context; campaign to advocate and promote MIL in 
Grenada especially within the education sector 

 MA in International Communication and Journalism from 
Communication University China; qualified Teacher’s certificate, 
University of the West Indies (UWI)Trained in public relations, events 
planning and marketing advertising, St. George’s University 

Mr Alexandre Le Voci (Brazil), GAPMIL Latin America and the Caribbean Chapter Representative, 
ZeitGeist Education and Media 
alevoci@gmail.com  
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Ms Kiran Maharaj 

 

(Trinidad and Tobago), Director, Media Institute of the Caribbean  
kiran@clcommunications.com  

 Managing Director and Co-owner of Caribbean Lifestyle 
Communications; Vice-President of Trinidad & Tobago Publishers and 
Broadcasters Association (TTPBA); other Board positions include: TT 
Chamber of Industry and Commerce; TT Debates Commission 

 Former Freelance Journalist and Freelance Correspondent for CNN 
World Report 

 Degrees in Literature, Journalism, Business Administration, Marketing 
and Events Management; completed programmes at Harvard Business 
School in Effective Media Strategy and the Business of Media, Sport 
and Entertainment 

 Fellowship in Broadcast Leadership Management from National 
Association of Broadcasters, Washington, D.C.  

 Founder of world's first radio station for women, Heartbeat Radio. 
 

Ms Valerie Clarke 

 

(Barbados), Librarian, The University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus  
valerie.clarke@cavehill.uwi.edu  

 Liaison Librarian for the Medical Faculty; Information Literacy 
Instructor in Foundation Language programme 

 Fellowships include: The Cunningham Memorial International 
Fellowship (2013); Mortensen Center International Library Program 
(2012); ICROM Fellowship Safeguarding Sound and Image Collections 
(2009) 

 Publications include: The Learning Resource Centre (chapter) in UWI 
Cave Hill Forty Years; a Celebration (2003); The Learning Resource 
Centre (DVD, 2009); Echoes of the Caribbean: Documentation of 
Caribbean Tradition and Identity in the Audiovisual Collection 
(SALALM 2014)  

 Contributor to “Who Gabby Think He Is: the Story of the Mighty 
Gabby (2015) 

 Special interest includes: Material culture; preservation of recordings 
of intangible cultural heritage; digital scholarship 

 
Parallel Session 4c – MIL and the different actors of information environments and situations of 
learning (formal and non-formal MIL education) 
Mr Rudolph Anthony 
Lacerna 

 

(Philippines), Chief, Marketing and Promotion Section, Institute of Continuing 
and Professional Development, Polytechnic University of the Philippines  
raalacerna@pup.edu.ph  

 BA in Broadcast Communication; MA in Communication; PhD in 
Educational Management, all Polytechnic University of the Philippines 

 Accredited broadcaster of Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster ng Pilipinas 
with a regular radio program over DWDD 1134 KHz. 
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Ms Carole Helpiquet 
 

(France), Media and Information Literacy Manager, Center for Media and 
Information Education (CLEMI)  
c.helpiquet@clemi.fr  

 Conductor of dual professional track in Education and Culture; 
Teacher and teacher trainer in Media and Information Literacy  

 Former secretary general for ‘Scène nationale’; former artistic 
consultant for live shows and cultural action; former head of network 
of academic coordinators of Liaison Centre for Media and Information 
Literacy (CLEMI) 

 Involvements include: Social issues such as school remediation, 
prevention of violence, man/woman equality in and outside the school 
system; knowledge management and mediation in digital cultures; 
freedom of expression of the young people; citizenship 

 In charge of international relations for MIL at CLEMI, a service of 
Canopé network 

 

Ms Sherri Hope Culver 
 

(USA), Director, Center for Media and Information Literacy, Temple University  
shculver@temple.edu  
(See photo and bio above) 

Mr Slimane Aboulkacem 

 

(USA), Doctoral Research Assistant, Sam Houston State University  
sxa066@shsu.edu  

 Alumnus Fulbright Scholar; doctoral student and research assistant 
Department of Language, Literacy, and Special Populations, Sam 
Houston State University; served as editorial assistant for Education 
Media International and English in Texas journals; member of National 
Association of Media Literacy Education 

 Research focus: Personal media ecologies; news literacy; participatory 
journalism 

 Interests include: Development of methods to help develop media and 
information literacy competencies 

Ms Anna Eriksson 

 

(Sweden), Film Development Officer, Cultural Department in the region of 
Halland, Sweden  
Anna.K.Eriksson@regionhalland.se  

 Filmmaker and producer since 1992; member of the board of IYMS; 
member of Doris Film - a project challenging and changing the gender 
balance in the Film Industry in Sweden 

 BA in film directing at Akademin Valand, Gothenburg University 
 Experience includes: Teaching of filmmaking at Katrineberg College for 

adult education (2008-2013); participation in International Youth 
Media Summit IYMS as an Advisor (2012-2014); Hosting of IYMS in 
Sweden (2017), in cooperation with UNESCO 

 
Plenary Session 6 – Incorporating MIL in education policies and other social policies and 
programmes 

Ms Carolyn Wilson (Canada), Chair, GAPMIL International Steering Committee, Lecturer, Western 
University 
cwils66@uwo.ca  
(See photo and bio above) 

Mr Tomas Durán-Becerra  (Colombia), National Research Director, National Unified Corporation of 
National Education (CUN)  
tomasduranb@gmail.com  
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Mr Wang Tiande (China), Professor, Zhejiang University of Media and Communications  
WTD37@126.com  

 Deputy director of media literacy research base of China Radio and 
television federation 

 Research fields: China's media information literacy macro research; 
media information literacy; youth practical education research; 
network literacy research 

 
 

Ms Monika Johansson 

 

(Sweden), Lecturer, University of Borås  
monika.johansson@hb.se  

 Developer of online courses in MIL for educators and librarians with 
Tobias Ruhtenberg from the School of Education 

 Areas of interest include: School Librarianship and Media and 
Information Literacy (MIL) 

 Currently collaborating with Kenyan partners to develop online 
courses for in-service training in Media and Information Literacy for 
teachers and librarians in Sweden and Kenya 

 
 

Mr Tobias Ruhtenberg 

 

(Sweden), Lecturer, University of Borås  
tobias.ruhtenberg@hb.se  

 MA in Pedagogical Work  
 Lecturer at Department of Education 
 Focus on educational technology, MIL, and ICT in higher education 
 Developer of online courses in MIL for educators and librarians with 

Monika Johansson from Department of Library Science  
 Currently collaborating with Kenyan partners to develop online 

courses for in-service training in Media and Information Literacy for 
teachers and librarians in Sweden and Kenya 

 

Ms Tatiana Murovana (Russia), Programme Specialist, UNESCO Institute for Information 
Technologies in Education  
t.murovana@unesco.org  
(See photo and bio above) 
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