
ThriveRead
Cultivating meaningful 
reading opportunities 

through reading role models 
and local language books.

Catalyzing reading skills and 
habits to  help children, 

families, and communities 
thrive.

Connect
Building sustainable book 

ecosystems by bringing 
together book creators, 

publishers, organizations, 
and readers.

Create
Overcoming book scarcity by 
creating new books through 

BookLabs and building 
libraries through translation. 

The Asia Foundation
Experiences Providing Digital Learning to 

Marginalized Children in SEA 



COVID-19 Response

• Repackaged library
• Created stories re: COVID-19 concerns
• Created reading activities 
• Translated more books
• Printed books
• Shared via media, stakeholders



http://www.letsreadathome.org/


New Books and Activities Every 2 Weeks
www.LetsReadatHome.org



Special effort to provide COVID-19 related books









Collaborations to Translate Content 
into Ethnic Languages

Padang Translation Event in Indonesia S’gaw Karen Translation Event in Northern Thailand



Lessons Learned
What are the constraints and barriers?

• Who is making the decisions about 
resources to be used?
• What motivates and concerns the 

decision makers?
• What do they need that others aren’t 

providing?
• When do they need it?
• What are their own constraints?



•Social media 
•Partnerships and networks
•Adjust
•Meet families’ urgent needs first 
and/then layer resources for learning

Lessons Learned
How can we reach people during COVID-19?



Lessons Learned
How can we reach people during COVID-19?



Moving Forward to Overcome Constraints 

• Collaborate
• With ethnolinguistic writers, artists
• With communities
• With MOEs and ethnic education committees

• Technology features
• Print books - Sign agreements w/local publishers
• Partnerships with you?!



Collaborations to Create Ethnic Language Content 





@LetsReadAsia

Melody Zavala
Melody.Zavala@asiafoundation.org

Let’s Partner!

www.LetsReadAsia.org
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