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Yopal, February 19, 2016

MINISTRY OF CULTURE
Coordination of Intangible Heritage
Bogoté D.C. Colombia.

Cordial greeting.

As legal representative of the FESTIVAL INTERNACIONAL DE CONTRAPUTEO Y VOZ RECIA CIMARRON
DE ORO Corporation, | present a brief summary of our activities.

The CIMARRON DE ORO corporation was born out of the initiative of several devotees of Llanero
music who year after year have contributed to the strengthening of our cultural identity. (27
festivals and counting each December, approaching No. 28 in 2016; and 3 CIMARRON DE
CIMARRONES, for the winners of past events). These numbers give faith of the importance of the
organization.

The corporation was legally born on December 11, 1990, and since then it has kept the festival alive,
which owns a special place in the cultural life of the Colombo-Venezuelan Llanos and is known by
all, even bestowing its name to Yopal, now called “The Land of the Cimarron”.

The corporation has as its main mission the PROMOTION OF LLANERO FOLKLORE in all its
manifestations, especially with the staging, each year, of the international festival in the genres of
counterpointing (contrapunteo) and “strong voice” (voz recia). To achieve its vision, the corporation
perpetuates Llanero identity through the dissemination and promotion of the idiosyncrasies of the
Llaneros. And by showcasing Llanero culture, above all in the artistic outbursts of the singers and
bearers of Llanero music, in addition to other artistic and cultural expressions.
PURPOSE.
The Corporation has, among others, the following purposes.
a) To further the knowledge of the music and the native song of the Colombo-
Venezuelan Llanos, particularly through the integration of the community of
folklorists.



b) To develop cultural and artistic advancement activities that further the cultural world
of associates and folklorists.

¢} To serve as a trailblazer of the interests of the Llanero folklorist community in the
search of resources from likeminded organizations and from the national and regional
governments.

d) To coordinate between the government and the folklorist community to guarantee a
proper use of the budget destined to these objectives.

e) To encourage regional and local events with the purpose of choosing the contestants
for the CIMARRON DE ORO International Festival.

QUALITY POLICIES AND CORPORATE VALUES.

To keep alive the promotion and diffusion of our Llanero culture, the corporation is managed by a
group of professionals that defend Llanero culture, and by an artistic committee that chooses the
best values of our native song, and keeps in contact with all the festivals in Colombia and Venezuela
that also carry out this type of activities.

RESPONSIBILITY. The general citizenry admires the festival and, for this reason, it keeps it alive. This
is the greatest example of our duty towards the promotion and diffusion of our Llanero folklore.

SERVICE. The promotion and diffusion service we provide — not only for folklorists — has been
endorsed by its longevity within the cultural environment that makes up our identity, which is why,
for native and adoptive Llaneros, it represents a boost for tourism and economic activities.

UNITY. There is no other element like culture to unify a people. The singers and bearers of Llanero
music UNIFY people with their songs. In these events, aimed at integration and healthy recreation,
differences in politics, race or religion have no importance.

QUALITY. These events display the most authentic elements of our culture. The best singers-
songwriters and exponents of the Llanero culture have kept alive the lineage of our authentic and
strong men.

In keeping with the foregoing, and in representation of our associates, we freely express our support
for the nomination of the governments of Colombia and Venezuela before UNESCO of the Colombo-
Venezuelan Llano work songs to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent
Safeguarding, as this identity forming manifestation of our region is threatened by diverse
phenomena, which endanger the survival and the practice of an oral tradition that has characterized
us for more than 200 years.

Sincerely,

JOSE PABLO RIVERA PARRA
Legal representative of the Cimarrén de Oro Corporation.
CC. No. 9.654.298 of Yopal (Casanare)
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