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Name of an element Category of an element I ICH 
domain 

Nowrouz Social practices, rituals and festive events 

Khidr Elias Feast and its Vows Social practices, rituals and festive events 

Zachariah Day Celebration Social practices, rituals and festive events 

The Provision of Services and Social practices, rituals and festive events 
Hospitality during the Arba'in 
Visitation 

AI- Muhaibis Game Social practices, rituals and festive events 

Murabba'at Songs Oral Traditions and Expressions, including 
language as a vehicle of the intangible 

cultural heritage 

The Palm Tree: Knowledge, Skills, Social practices, rituals and festive events 
Traditions and Practices 

AI- Mudheef Skills related to traditional craftsmanship 

AI- Dabkka Performing arts 

AI- Chobby Dance Performing arts 

AI-Ata'aba Oral Traditions and Expressions, including 
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12 AI-Abothia Oral Traditions and Expressions, 
including language as a vehicle of the 

intangible cultural heritage 

- +------ . -
13 AI-Naoor Skills related to traditional craftsmanship 

14 AI-Baptizing Social practices , rituals and festive events 

15 Prophet's Birthday Celebrations Social practices, rituals and festive events 

16 Manna Candy Industry Skills related to traditional craftsmanship 

17 AI-Mutanabi Street Visitation Social practices, rituals and festive events 

--- - -----
18 Men and Women Abaya Skills related to traditional craftsmanship 

1------

19 Arabian Coffee Social practices , rituals and festive events 

-- - -- -
20 Art of Crafting and Playing Skills related to traditional craftsmanship 

O'ud 

21 Art Crafting of AI-Mashhoof Skills related to traditional craftsmanship 

--f---- - -~ I--

22 Al-Ahazeeg Oral Traditions and expressions, including 
language as a vehicle of the intangible 

cultural heritage 

-- -
23 AI-Tuf AI-Husseini Theater Performing Arts 

- -----
24 Ashura'a Broth Social practices, rituals and festive events 
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25 AI-Daheena Sweet ·' kills related to traditional craftsmanship 
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Inventory card of the ICH element 

1. Name of the element 

The Provision of Services and Hospitality during the Arba'in Visitation 

2. Inventory number and date of registration 

On 17 I August /2017, the element was listed under number ( 4) on the National 
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Iraq for 2014 and Updating 
in 2017. 

3. Category and sub-category of the element 

• Social practices, rituals and festive events 

4. Geographic range of the element 

The provision of services and hospitality during the Arba'in visitation is a social 
practice performed across the central and southern regions of Iraq from where 
processions of visitors, or pilgrims, converge towards the holy city of Karbala 
situated about 100 km south of the Iraqi capital of Baghdad. 

5. Name of communities, groups and individuals concerned 

Hundred of thousands of Iraqis provide services and hospitality during the Arba'ln 
visitation. This social practice linked to a religious event cuts across religious or ethnic 
affiliations albeit members of the Shilte community are the majority of the practitioners. 
Furthermore, in recent years, a limited but growing number of people from other Arabian 
and foreigner countries have joined In the practice that Is open to all. 

6. Description of the element 

Annually, Karbala govemorate witnesses on the 20th of the Islamic month of Safar, 
millions of visitors from different Iraqi govemorates in processions on foot with the 
participation of hundreds of thousands of those who are coming from the world 's 
throughout, marching to the Holy Shrine of lrnam Hussein ( p ), the grandson of the 
Prophet Mohammad (pbuh), to revive the remembrance of the Arba 'in of his 
martyrdom during the battle of Karbala ( AI-T aff Battle ) that happened on the 1Oth of 
Muharram 61 AH ( 680 AD). 

( 1 ) 



For the sake of providing services and hospitality to those millions of pilgrims who 
are coming from inside and outside of Iraq, the owners of pavilions and processions, 
responsible individuals and Husseinian services associations under the two Holy 
Shrines of lrnam Hussein and Abbas, private people, non- governmental bodies, 
religious and non-religious bodies began to take all relevant popular preparations and 
at least two weeks preceding the marching date, to setting up pavilions and parades, 
re- habilitating the visitors' cities inside and outside the city of Karbala and supplying 
them with all necessary and fundamental needs ( blankets, bed sheet, carpets, 
mattresses, different types of food and drinks and medical supplies, etc) to be offered 
for free and through the donations by normal Iraqi citizens (workers, fanners, wage 
earners, tradesmen, and wealthy individuals,etc) to those millions of visitors during 
the event's days. Adding to the participation of hundreds of Iraqi families, local 
villagers and townspeople along the regions towards Karbala, who live in a state of 
competition during the period of the visitation to obtain the honor of hosting the 
visitors of lmarn Hussein (p) in their own homes, especially those who used to 
practice their traditional rituals by walking for long distances on foot aiming to reach 
the Holy Shrine of lmam Hussein. Moreover, hundreds of the universities students 
and schools pupils and even the local families' children are also participated in 
providing services as volunteers, by preparing the accommodations tents and 
pavilions in their residence regions as well as welcoming the marched and ritual­
doing visitors in their own houses and offering them with all permanent facilities 
(rest, sleep, kitchens, bathrooms, washing clothes, etc.), 

In addition to that, all the governmental institutions have a fundamental role in 
providing services to those millions of visitors through setting up facilities to assure 
the foreigners entrance to Iraq, providing means of transportations, supplying 
medications and ensuring the state of the security protection throughout the period of 
the visitation. 

lt is worth mentioning that, the element starts to take its global dimention especially 
during the recent years, where the Holy City of Karbala witnesses the participation of 
many of services processions ( mawakib) related to the Arabian and foreigner 
countries that have joined the practice which is opened to all. 

7. The bearers and practitioners f the element 

The people in charge and members of Husseinian services associations. 

- Female and male cooks. 

- Most of Iraqi families ( men, women and children ). 

- The administrations of the two Holy Shrines of Imam Hussein and Abbas in 
Karbala. 

- The volunteer guides ( men and women ) in the centers for lost visitors. 

- The volunteers of both sexes from the local governments and other public 
institutions, non-governmental organizations, school pupils and university 
students. 

- The volunteer medical teams ( men and women ). 

-The benefactors. 

(2) 



8. Level of the element's viabili ty 

• High 
D average 
D low 
D very low 

9. Are there any threats to the viability of the element and need for its urgent 
safeguarding? 

• No 
D Yes (if yes, please provide the description) 

10. Availability of photo, audio and video materials 

• photo D audio 
• video 

11. Resoonsible entity, state agency, institution 

The Cultural Relations Directorate I Iraqi Ministry of Culture, Tourism 
and Antiquities. 

( 3) 
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To I The Committee of the Intangible Cultural Heritage- UNESCO 

Sub./ Approval Document 

Best greetings ... 

In accordance with Articles ( 11, 12 ) of the 2003 Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, the Cultural Relations 
Directorate under the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Antiquities, 
hereby certifies that the element of the Provision of Services and 
Hospitality during the Arba'in Visitation is included in the annexed 
National List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Iraq 
under No.(4 ). 
This List has been prepared with an extensive participation of the 
concerned community members, groups of both public and private 
sectors and the representatives of the relevant NGOs. 
The Cultural Relations Directorate will keep conducting the work on 
further updating and managing the mentioned National List. 

Please, accept our respect and appreciation 

/!fl· 
l)r~AIWu . 

assan Shaker ~~7~ 1sP 

orized by the 
Minister of lture, Tourism& Antiquities 

~5 /3/2018 

Cultural Relations Directorate - Baszhdad -AIM~ ~ r 

e-maii: ~p.iq Mob:+964-7901247S08 .jS.A'1t tP-..u-U- JLloif 
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