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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION
Fifth session

UNESCO Headquarters, Room XII
2 to 5 June 2014
Report on the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention
1. The General Assembly at its fourth session invited States Parties and other stakeholders to implement activities to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Convention, and requested the Committee to promote cooperation between the States and other stakeholders (Resolution 4.GA 8). The General Assembly also encouraged States Parties to support the creation of a photography exhibition on the intangible cultural heritage and its contribution to sustainable development, to be displayed at UNESCO. It invited the Committee to submit at its fifth session a report on the celebration of the tenth anniversary.
2. In that Resolution, the General Assembly also took note of a tenth anniversary website created by the Secretariat and invited States Parties and other stakeholders to register their planned activities there (http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/anniversary). A total of 166 anniversary events were registered worldwide, including conferences on the results of implementation of the Convention; meetings related to capacity building; workshops and events to raise awareness about the Convention among young people, students and teachers; and visibility and media outreach events including festivals, exhibitions, film production and television series. The activities also included publications such as the translation of the Operational Directives in local languages, as well as cultural events held at UNESCO Headquarters. The website presents information on all these activities in the form of a map, a calendar and a list. In connection with a number of the planned events, the Secretariat received requests for patronage and use of the emblem of the Convention. From January to December 2013, 20 requests were received and 16 resulted in the granting of the Convention’s patronage for tenth anniversary events.
3. Thanks to generous financial support from Monaco and Turkey, the exhibition ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage for Sustainable Development’ was developed and displayed on the fence around UNESCO Headquarters from 28 October to 10 December 2013, and a digital version was displayed in Baku (Azerbaijan) during the eighth session of the Committee. A virtual exhibition is available on the website of the Convention. The exhibition illustrates how cultural practices, expressions and knowledge are important for economic development, health, food security, environmental sustainability, social cohesion and conflict prevention. It was inaugurated at Headquarters by the Director-General, accompanied by the Chairperson of the eighth session of the Committee, H.E. Mr Abulfas Garayev, Minister of Culture and Tourism of Azerbaijan. The design and digital files of the exhibition are available to Member States and others for remounting in other venues.
4. A highlight of the anniversary events was the Chengdu International Conference on Intangible Cultural Heritage in Celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of UNESCO’s Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, which was held from 14 to 16 June 2013 and dedicated to the theme: ‘The Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention: its first decade’. It was co-organized by UNESCO, the International Training Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region (CRIHAP) and a number of other Chinese institutions. More than 300 experts convened in Chengdu for wide-ranging debates on the achievements and challenges of the first decade of the Convention and on its opportunities and perspectives for coming decades. The conference was enriched by the participation of a number of persons who had played key roles at the time the Convention was drafted at the turn of the 21st century, and complemented by those who have more recently been involved in implementing the Convention. 

5. The Conference acknowledged that the Convention has had far-reaching impacts in every region of the world, among its States Parties and even among States not yet party to the Convention. The concept of ‘intangible cultural heritage’ has entered the vocabulary to an extent that few could have imagined a decade earlier. The Convention’s ground-breaking definition of intangible cultural heritage has fundamentally reconfigured the relations between the bearers and practitioners of intangible cultural heritage and the officials, experts and institutions involved in its safeguarding. By emphasizing the active agency of communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals, and their indispensable role in recognizing their own intangible heritage and taking responsibility for its safeguarding, the Convention has established a fundamentally new paradigm, the Chengdu participants highlighted.

6. In the Chengdu Recommendations, participants called upon the international community to renew its commitment to the Convention’s fundamental premise that intangible cultural heritage is a guarantee of sustainable development, and recommitted themselves to strengthening the contributions of intangible cultural heritage to fostering creativity, dialogue and mutual respect. The Conference also noted that the Convention’s great success has been accompanied by a number of real challenges such as the lack of adequate institutional and human capacities for effective implementation of the Convention. Consequently, it saluted the Convention’s global strategy for strengthening national capacities for safeguarding intangible heritage, and took appreciative note that a number of donor countries have generously provided support to implement that strategy in developing countries in every region of the world.
7. The General Assembly, at its third session, considered that the tenth anniversary of the Convention would be an occasion for the international community engaged in safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage to conduct an initial assessment and identify the main challenges, constraints and opportunities related to the implementation of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention (Resolution 3.GA 10). The large number of activities organized in every corner of the globe contributed effectively to that stocktaking effort, and the Convention enters its second decade with renewed vigour, facing opportunities to further solidify the place of intangible cultural heritage and its safeguarding within the global effort to secure the future we want for all.

