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To whom it may concern

With this lelter, we officially confirm that the element of Novruz with registration
number FT010100007 is included into the Holidays and ceremoriies > Folk
holidays section of the Register of Intangible Cultural Hentage of the Republic of

Azerbaijan.

Enclosed: An exiract from the Register referring 1o Novruz and the list of intang ble
elements included into the SI =" [ Intangible Cultural Heritage

Nurlyya Mammadova '
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BAYRAM, M3RASIM, AYIN > XALQ BAYRAMLARI

FT010100007 Novruz

Azarbaycan Respublikasinin

Qeyri-Maddi Madani Irs Niimunzlarinin Doviat Reyestrindan

« Novruz»a dair qisa ¢ixaris

Reyestr Azarbaycan Respublikas) Madaniyyat ve Turizm Nazirliyinin
218 sayl 28.04.2010 tarixli dmri ile tesdlq edilmigdir.

1. Elementin adi
Novruz
Reyestrda bdlmasi: Bayram, merasim, ayin
Alt b&ima: Xalq bayramian
2. Elementin novil '
B qeyri-maddi madani irsin [X ifa incosanati X sosial faallyyat,
vasitasi kimi gifahi ananalar vo ayinler va bayram
ifadalar, o ctimladan dil tadbirlari
B3 tabiat va kainata aid bilikler va [ ananavi sanatkarlq ] madani makanlar
faallyyat
O digar(lan)
3. Elementin cografi movqeyi
Azarbaycanin bitun rayonlan
4. Aidiyyasti icmalarnin va qruplarin adi.
Azarbaycan Respublikasinin arazisinda yagiyan butiun icmalar va gruplar
Icmalarin istirak) barada malumat:
Goruslar: Baki, Mingacevir, Naxgivan, $aki, Ganca, Sumaqayit, Quba, Lankaran, Masalll
(20.03.2007, 19.05.2008, 17.11.2008, 18.11.2008, 25.11.2008,
02.12.2008, 03.12.2008, 08.12.2008, 15.12.2008; geyri-hékumsat
taskilatlan, vatendas cemiyystinin namayandalari, expertiar, Milli Eimiar
Akademiyasinin nimayandalari).
Faylin kodu: 0122207 Nazirliyin amri (ndmrasl): N2 128
5. Element haqqinda malumat

Novruz bayrami Azerbaycanda har il 20-21 mart tarixlarinds geyd edilir.

Novruz bayrami 6zGinamaxsus xGsuslyystiari ila farglenir. Bu bayram xalgin tarixi koku ila
badh oldugundan adat-ananalaria zangindir. Azarbaycanda adate gdre Novruz bayraminda
gdyardilon samani yazin galmasinin, tabistin canlanmasimin, akingiliyin ramzidir.
Azarbaycan kandlisl ssmani gdyartmakla ndvbati tassarrifat ilina barskat, bolluq arzulamig,




bayrama dérd hafta qalmis, har garganba axsami va bayram gun{ tongal galamagla, mahni
qosmagla oda, atase, gunase olan etigad va inamini ifada etmisdir. Batin bu marasimiar
tslamdan gox-gox avval mdvcud olmus qadim sarg ananalarinin davamidir.

Novruz bayrami qabagi adatan evda hayatda abadliq, tamizlik islerl apaniir, agac akilir va s,
Novruzun sufresi farglidir. Bela ki, ister sifreds, garsenbalarda, istorsa da Novruz
axsaminda milli xéreklar, an baslicasi isa plov olmalidir. Sakarbura, paxlava, sakar coroyl
va digar sirnlyyatlar, kismis, plsta, badam, boyanmis yumurtalar sifralari bazayir. Adata
gdre sifraya "s" harfl ila baslayan 7 ndv arzaq goyulur. Su, stid, samani, sinbil, sucuq,
slyanak bahigi, sizma va saira do bayram sifrasinin bazayi olur. Sam yandinlr, tonqgal
qalanmir, samani qoyulur, Slanlarin xatirasi yad edilir, kUisdlUlar bansir, qohum-gongular bir-
birine qonaq gedir, pay gdndarirlar. Odlan va qizlar taza paltar geyib calib oynayir, yall
gedifar. Cavanlar at capib, gulssir, kOsti tuturdar. Novruz bayraminda “haxista”,
"banovsa“, "kos-kosa” oynayiriar.

Novruz axsami axir ¢arsanbada oldugu kiml niyyst edib qulaq falina ¢ixirlar. Esidilan ilk séz
niyyatin bas tutub-tutmayacagimi agkar edir. Bu qadim adat illarin sinagindan
¢ixaraq 8zinid dogruldub, Papagatma da Novruzun gadim adatlarindadir. Ev ylyasi papaga
bayram sirnilarindan yigaraq onu gapiya qoyur. Papadin yiyasi 6z sovqatini gbtiirGb gedir.

Gox erkan yaranan marasimlar iginda Novruz bayrami giinlarinda gdstarilan tamasa va
oyunlar xilisusi yer tutur. Kigik gilladan baglayaraq bu tamagalara haziragirar.
Cavanlann 6zlarini gdstardiyl cidir tamasalan at capma ila baglar, sonra at oynatmaya
kegardi. Tamasaya widisanlar cavanlara udur arzulayib mixtalif nagmalsr oxuyardilar.
Atoynatmadan sonra ox atanlar meydanda gérunurdi. Onlann arasinda qizlar da olurdu.
Amma odlan paltan geyindiklarindan qiz olduglan bilinmirdi.

Novruz bayramini kosasiz tasavvir etmak miomkian deyil. Sevindirici haldir ki, kosa oyunu
har bayram xatirlanir, raqs etmayi bacaran bir usafin aynina tarsina ¢evrilmis kirk
geyindirarak, (iziina kadizdan gayriimis 0zIok (maska) taxib, basina da kalla gand
kadizindan uzun sis papaq qoyardilar. Belina zanciroviu bir kemar baglanardi. Boynuna da
zingirovlar asardilar. Bu gakilde hazirlanan kosani mahalla usaglan araya alb, hayatlari
gezdirarak bir hava ila xor halinda xGsusi bir nama oxuyar, kosa isa oynayardi. Kosanin
xurcununa bayram sovgati qoyardilar, Kosani adstan kegal mugayiat edardi.
Belaca asrlarin yasidi olan Novruz bayrami adat-ansnelarle zangindir. Bu adat-ananalari
Azarbaycan xalql unutmur va har il qeyd edir. A§saqqallar, nana-babalar 8z bildikiarini
damigdigca yeni-yeni malumatlar alda edirik.

Bazi qadim inanclara gdra kainat 4 Unsurdan - su, od, torpaq va kiilakdan yaramib. Buna
uydun olaraq da Novruz bayramu arafasinde 4 c¢arsanba qeyd olunur.
Birinci garsanba su garganbasi adlandinlir. Yani bahara dodru caylann azaciq buz baglayan
yerlari  arlyib  caylara  tdklGldr. Torpaq  yavas-yavas islanmada  baslayir.
Ikincisi od ¢arsanbasi adlanir. Ona gérs ki, bahara dodru ginas yavas-yavas torpadi
qizdinir, isindirir, onu akin Uglin haazirlayir. Od ¢arsanbasinda tongallar qalanir. Har aila
tizvOnun adina bir dana sam yandinhr, Xongalar hazirlanir.
Uglinctsd yel garsanbasidir. Bazi bdlgalerda bu ¢arsanba gox aziz tutulur. Yani yel arbq
azaaq oyanmis torpadi, yaza hasret guileri tarpadir, tumurcuglanan adaclan yelladir.
Axinnasi torpaq ¢arsanbasidir. Torpadi ana tabiat su ila islatdi, glinasla isitdi va onu akina
hazirfdadi. Ona g6ra da ilk yaz akinini xigla-kotanla mahz torpaq c¢arsanbasl giiniinda
baslayiriar.

6. Elementin étiriilmasine dair malumatlar

Azarbaycanin qeyri-maddi madani irsinin ayrilmaz hissasi olan novruz bayramina aid anana,
bilik va bacanglar qeyri-formal qaydada nasildan nasila startiGr. Olkanin har bir icmasinda
bayrama aid olan adat-ananalarin sosial va madani funksiyalan, magsadiari ve
xususiyyatlari barada biliklar valideynlardan usaglara dtdralir.

7. Elementin cari praktikasinin saviyyasi
X ala O yaxg O orta O zauf [ cox zaif

8. Elementin tacili qgorunmaya ehtiyaci (eger varsa)




O vardir & yoxdur

9. Madeniyyat va Turizm Nazirliyinin aidiyyeti séba(ler)nin ad;

e Madaniyyat va Turizm N

aziriyinin sahar va rayon sébalari, Nazirliyin Markazi
Aparatinin Tahsil sobasi




Translation of the Register (inventory) extract into English

HOLIDAYS AND CERI MONILS > 1 OLK HOLIDAYS
FTOI0100007 NOVRUZ

A short extract from the Register of Intangible Cultural Heritage of

the Azerbaijan Republic, regarding the holiday of Novruz

The Register was approved by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism
of Azerbaijan Republic by Order No. 218, dated 28.04.2010

ame of the clement

Novruz
Section Holiday s and ceremonies
Sub-section lolk holidays

Category of the element
X _oral traditions and expressions. including language as a vchicle of the intangible cultural heritage

X _performing arts
X social practices, rituals and festive events
X_knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
X_traditional craftsmanship
cultural spaces
other

Geographic scope of the element
All the regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Name of community

All the communities living on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Data on community involvement

Meetings held:  Baku, Mingechevir, Nakhchivan, Sheki, Ganja, Sumgayit, Guba, Lankaran, Masalli
(20.03.2007, 19.05.2008. 17.11.2008. 18.11.2008. 25.11.2008, 02.12.2008,
03.12.2008, 08.12.2008. 15.12.2008; non-govemmental organizations. civil socicty
organizations, experts, representatises of the National Academy of Scicnces).

Reference code of the file: 0122207 Ministry Order: Ne 128

Information about of the element
T'he Novruz Holiday is celebrated on the 20th and the 21st of March of each year in Azerbaijan.

Lhis festivity differs from others due to its special traits. It abounds with many rites and traditions
related to the historical roots of the Azerbaijani people. According to the legends of Azerbaijan, the
samani (a green sprouting wheat sced) symbolizes the arrival of spring, Nature’s awakening and the
commencement of the sowing of crops in the agricultural land. Azerbaijani villagers usually hope for an
abundance and plentiful growth of the new crop year by planting samani. | hey express their belief and
faith with the symbolisms of flame. fire and sun by building bonfires and singing songs on the festive
day, and also on each Tuesday commencing from the fourth week until the Novruz. All these
ceremonies are the continuation of the ancient Lastern traditions that had existed long before the arrival
of Islam.




Peoplc usually clean their courtyards and plant trees on the eve of the Novrus Bayram. The abundance
of the fare on tables at the time of the Novruz is also very different. The national meals of Azerbaijan,
of which the famous piluf is the most important, are the must-have elements on the tables both on the
Tuesdays and on the Novruz cvening. Every table at Novruz is covered by many special foods: these
include - the shakarbura, the pakhluva, the shaker chorek (sweet bread in Aserbaijani) and other
sweets. which are accompanied by raisins, pistachios, almonds and painted eggs. The ancient custom is
that seven types of food, whose names start by an 'S, are served to the guests. In Azerbaijani, these are
words such as su (water), sud (milk), sumani (green sprouting wheat seed), sunbul (wheat ear), sucug (a
dry spicy sausage). sivanak (clupea fish). suzma (strained yogurt) and many others. A candle is lit.
People build bonfires, grow samani, visit cemeteries and pay their respects to the dead. Those who are
at odds with cach other usually reconcile themselves during the Novruz. Neighbours and relatives visit
cach other and send gifis. Boys and girls put on ncw clothes, play music. sing songs and dance the yalli
(the national dance of Azerbaijan). Young people ride horses and wrestle between themselves. During
the Novruz celebrations. they play the games such as 'hakhyshta ', 'banovsha ' and "kos-kosa .

On last Tuesday, people have the Lradition of eavesdropping in the Novruz evening. The first overheard
word revcals whether a dream will come true or not. This tradition has tested itself throughout long
years. Cap dropping is also a part of the ancient Novruz traditions. The house owner usually puts
holiday sweets in that cap and puts it down near the entrance door. Then, the cap owner comes 1o pick

up the present.

Among the curliest ceremonies, the performances and the games take a particular place on the festive
days of Novruz. The smallest groups of people start 10 prepare these performances. The jydyr (horse
race) tournaments are demonstrated by young people. They start to ride a horse and then, perform
various actions on the horse back. Spectators wish successes to the competitors and sing various songs.
Following the horse riding, archers take their turn. Among them, there are also ‘girls’. However, these
arc boys disguised as girls. And, nobody would know about it.

It is merely impossible to imagine the Novruz Holiday without the Kosa (the bald and bearded
cntertainer). It is pleasant (o note that the Kosa game is played cach holiday. 1t supposes to put on a
kurk (thick sleeveless coat) on a little boy upside down with a paper mask on his face and a long round
hat made of a paper used for lump sugar. He also uses the chain as a belt and hangs bells from his neck.
Such entertainer called Kasa is accompanied by other children to other courts under the chorus singing.
He dances (o this song. The Kosa's khurjuns (saddlebag) is stuffed with presents. Usually. the Aosa is
accompanied by his companion called the Bald.

I'hercfore, the Novruz Holiday is very rich by traditions spanning several centuries. The Azerbaijani
peuple preserve these traditions and ccicbrate it cach year. We obtain newer information as told by our
grandfathers and grandmothers.

According to some ancient beliefs, the Universe is created by four elements: water, fire, land and wind.
Therefore, four Tuesdays are celebrated on the eve of the Novruz Holiday.

I'he first Tuesday is the Water [uesday. It means that some icy parts of rivers starl to melt with the
spring arrival. The soil starts to water step by step.

The sccond is the Fire Tuesday. It supposes that the Sun starts to warm the soil surface gradually to
prepare it for the cultivation. The bonfires are made on the Fire Tuesday. A candle is lit for each
member of a family. The khonchas are prepared during the 1oliday.

The third is the Wind Tuesday. This is a very revered day in some of our regions. The wind blows
slightly ovcr the land and shakes the spring flowers and buds on trees.

The last is the Soil Tuesday. I'he Nature waters the soil with the river's water. The Sun warms and
prepares it for cultivation. Therefore, the spring cultivation starts indeed on the Soil Tuesday using the
plow.

Information on transmission of the element

Being an integral pant of the Azerbaijani intangible cultural heritage. traditions. knowledge and skills
related to the Novruz Holiday are transferred informally from one generation to another. The social and




cultural functions and purposes of this lloliday's rites are transferred to each community of the country.
The knowledge about its specific features is given from parents to their children.

Level of viability of the element
X _Excellent
_Good
_Avcrage
_ Weak
~ Very weak

Need to urgent safeguarding (if any)

_Yes
X No

Names of concerned departments of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism

*  Departments of Ministry of Culture and Tourism in cities and regions of the country
e [ducation and Science Department of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism




