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Item 2:

Examination of a request for preparatory assistance for
elaborating a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List
	Summary

Paragraph 49 of the Operation Directives provides that requests up to US$25,000, including preparatory assistance, are examined and approved by the Bureau of the Committee. The present document concerns one such preparatory assistance request.
Decision required: paragraph 5


1. Paragraphs 9 (d) and 18 of the Operational Directives provide for preparatory assistance to be available to States Parties wishing to elaborate nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding or to elaborate proposals to the Register of Best Safeguarding Practices. Paragraph 49 of the Operational Directives provides that requests for international assistance up to US$25,000, including preparatory assistance, are examined and approved by the Bureau of the Committee. 
2. By 31 March 2014, the Secretariat had received three preparatory requests for the elaboration of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List. Two of them had been received in previous years and were treated by the Secretariat, which requested additional information but did not receive any response from the requesting States. A third was assessed by the Secretariat as complete and is transmitted now to the Bureau for its examination and decision:
	Draft Decision
	Requesting State
	Title
	Amount requested
	File No.

	9.COM 4.BUR 2
	Morocco
	Taskiwine, Amazigh dance and songs of western High Atlas
	US$14,600
	01052


3. The complete request is available for consultation by the Bureau at http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/9COM-BUREAU, in English and French. The draft decision below contains an outline of the request and a general assessment of the file from the information provided. The Secretariat recommends to the Bureau to approve this request.

4. Due to the delay with which the request is brought to the attention of the Bureau, the work plan cannot be respected as it was proposed. Therefore, if the request is granted, the timetable for preparing the nomination file will need to be adjusted. Nominations elaborated following assistance requested in 2014 should normally be submitted by 31 March 2015 for possible inscription in 2016 or by 31 March 2016 for possible inscription in 2017. Considering the late date at which such assistance may be made available to the State concerned, the Bureau may wish to grant an additional period of three months to enable it, on an exceptional basis, to submit its nomination by 30 June 2015, should it wish to be included in the 2016 cycle. 
5. The Bureau may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 9.COM 4.BUR 2
The Bureau,

1. Recalling Article 23 of the Convention as well as chapter I.1 of the Operational Directives related to the inscription of intangible cultural heritage elements on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and I.4 related to eligibility and selection criteria of international assistance requests,

2. Having examined Document ITH/14/9.COM 4.BUR/2 as well as the request for preparatory assistance No. 01052 submitted by Morocco,
3. Takes note that Morocco has requested assistance in the amount of US$14,600 to elaborate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List of Taskiwine, Amazighe dance and songs of western High Atlas. The Taskiwin songs and dances are performed by the Touramat and Tigouliane rural communities of the province of Taroudant in the north and south slopes of the Western High Atlas. The Targa-Aide association will be responsible for elaborating the nomination file in close collaboration with the communities, groups and individuals concerned, elected councillors, the Directorate of Cultural Heritage and researchers from the University of Ibn Zuhr Agadir, the Polydisciplinary Faculty of Taraudant and the National Institute of Archaeology and Heritage;
4. Decides that, from the information provided in file 01052, the request responds as follows to the criteria for granting International Assistance given in Paragraphs 10 and 12 of the Operational Directives:

The State Party is determined to involve the representatives of the concerned communities in drawing up a preliminary inventory of the Taskiwine dance and songs, choosing the photographs and elaborating the script of the film as well as in establishing a diagnosis of the current state of viability of the element and designing adequate safeguarding measures (criterion A.1). The proposed timetable reflects preparatory activities for elaborating the nomination that seem well planned and feasible (criterion A.3).

Despite a minor inconsistency in the total amount of funds requested from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund and a lack of budgetary details regarding the production of a documentary film and the services of the experts who will draft the nomination form, the amount of assistance requested seems appropriate (criterion A.2). The different planned public consultations and the community involvement in fieldwork should provide frameworks for capacity-building (criterion A.6) which may have results in the short and medium term (criterion A.4). The State Party proposes to share 10% of the costs of the activities for which preparatory assistance is requested while the implementing agency proposed to share 18% of such costs (criterion A.5). Morocco is currently one of the beneficiary countries of a regional capacity-building programme financed by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund thanks to a voluntary contribution from Norway; the implementing agency has previously carried out work in compliance with UNESCO’s regulations (criterion A.7).
5. Approves, as authorized body, the preparatory assistance request No 01052 for a revised amount of US$14,100; 
6. Authorizes the requesting State, on an exceptional basis, to submit its nomination to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding by 30 June 2015 in order to be considered in the 2016 cycle, while taking note that it may alternatively be submitted by 30 March 2016 for possible inscription in 2017;

7. Requests the Secretariat to reach agreement with the requesting State Party on the technical details of the preparatory assistance, including a revised timetable and detailed budget.

