








(i) FIRST CONTACT

A media correspondent based in Kisii town alerted an officer from the Department of
Public Communications (MOIC) on the sensitivity of the case. It was noted that even the
local media have avoided covering it following threats on their lives. The contact said
he had credible information as to the killers of the correspondent whom he alleged
belonged to a terror group in the region named Sungusungu (who are said to practise the
reverse of community policing) and who were actually drawn from his neighbourhood.
The contact explained that Mr. Francis Nyaruri had been lured to Kisii town from his
Nyamira home for “a big story”. Being an enthusiastic reporter covering stories on
scandals, and at the invitation of a prominent politician, Mr. Nyaruri allegedly fell into
the trap. On arriving in Kisii town, he was taken to Armstrong Hotel where he shared
drinks with his caller. Later, he was asked to join two people in a taxi outside the hotel
to ‘go for the story’. He was sandwiched between two men and driven to his fateful

destiny in Kodera forest.It is said his neck was broken before he was beheaded.

The correspondent explained that before this event, the late Mr. Nyaruri had worked on
stories exposing corruption in Nyamira Police Service especially the misuse of A.LE and
police vehicles. The last story which was printed posthumously was about the local
police diverting resources meant for a Police Housing Project, in which low quality iron
sheets were being used instead of those tendered for. The iron sheets were allegedly
removed at night after the anticipated exposure. It is claimed that some local journalists
betrayed Mr. Nyaruri on the last story he was working on. This is said to be the catalyst
of the correspondent’s woes. It is alleged that the local politician in collaboration with
the Nyamira Police boss, engaged the services of the Sungusungu to eliminate Mr.

Nyaruri.

A local journalist based in Oyugis indicated that a boy who was herding cattle nearby
witnessed four men alight from a vehicle. They allegedly headed into the forest but
only there of them returned. It is was the story the boy told his father about the
occurrence that prompted him to counter check, only to encounter human remains. It

was claimed that the journalist’s jaws were broken to ensure he did not scream before he
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