JUST F

DELEGATION PERMANENTE i3 acd | oy el S
DU POYAUME D’ARABIE SAOUDITE . . ,
AUPRES DE L’'UNESCO Syl g (Sl a3,

PARIS }( ol

Ref: 2567 Paris 21/05/2020

Subject: Update on the Case of the Saudi Journalist Jamal Khashoggi

Dear Sir,

The Saudi Permanent Delegation to UNESCO presents you its compliments and best regards, and in
reference to your letter (ref: CI/FEJ/2020/344) dated the 2nd of April, concerning the information on
the case investigation of the Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi. And in reference to our letter (ref:
19-2582) dated the 12th of December 2019 concerning the reply of the Saudi Government to your
letter requesting additional information on the same topic (ref: CI/FEM/FOE/ft/ 2019/38) dated the
15t of May 2019.

Please find attached the answer of the Saudi Government (in Arabic).

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Haifa Al Mogrin

BB =

Permanent Delegate of the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia to UNESCO
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Subject: Update on the Case of the Saudi Journalist Jamal Khashoggi

After studying the case and reviewing the available documents and information, and as a
follow up to the report previously sent to UNESCO’s Director-General on December 12, 2019,
it was found that:

First: Regarding the legal measures taken by the Kingdom’s government in investigating the case of
the Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi (may God have mercy on him).

As a follow up to the previous clarification about the Kingdom's position on this issue, and an
explanation of the measures taken, plus a clarification of the unprecedented encroachment of
procedures for the work of special rapporteurs in the report prepared by the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Agnes Calamar, on this issue, and the
Kingdom's position on it.

We would like to clarify the following developments:

1) The 11 accused in this case were tried in the court of first instance through a circuit consisting of
three Judges to rule jointly accordingly to item 20 of the justice system, and this was done through
several hearings adhering to fair trials, to ensure that the parties to the case (the accused and their
attorneys, and the private and public prosecutors), have all their rights guaranteed by the Kingdom’s
regulations that are consistent with international standards for fair trial. After hearing the statements of
all parties present, all defenses verbally and in writing, and examining the evidence and records of arrest
and inference, and after all parties had nothing additional to add, the Chamber closed the case for
argument. After studying the case, the Chamber issued a preliminary ruling, according to which:

a. Murder against retribution against five of the accused persons, who were direct and complicit in the
killing of the victim, the citizen /Jamal Khashoggi (may God have mercy on him).

B. Imprisonment of three other accused persons for covering up this crime and violating regulations, for
varying periods, totaling 24 Year.

C. The Chamber responded to the Prosecutor's request for a discretionary sentence of three of the
defendants for not being found guilty in the case in public and private right.

The Special Right Prosecutor and the Public Prosecutor objected to the ruling and the case papers were
filed with the Criminal Appeals Court, and the case is still pending.

It is worth noting that the body that looks into the case in the Criminal Appeals Court is composed of
five judges according to Article (1/15) of the Judicial System, and the litigants are notified to attend the
session that it determines according to Article (1/197) of the Criminal Procedure System, and this
department considers the appeal on the basis of what is in the case file and what the opponents submit
to it, or any new statements to support the reasons for their objections presented in the memorandum.
After hearing the opponents' appeal statements, it decides according to article (2/197) of the system.

During the investigation phase, the Public Prosecution filed the case against ten other people but
ordered their release due to insufficient evidence, according to Article 124 of the Criminal Procedure



Law. The public agency is part of the judiciary in the Kingdom, and it has complete independence in the
exercise of its functions in a manner that guarantees direct neutrality without affecting it, and no one
has any interference in that, for the public prosecution system.

The verdict against the accused represents the independence, impartiality and competence of the
judiciary in the Kingdom, the proper functioning of justice, and the lack of impunity, which are principles
stipulated in the Kingdom’s regulations, foremost of which is the basic system of government.

Second: With regard to the measures taken by the Kingdom’s government to enhance the safety of
journalists and combat impunity, including measures taken to monitor and address gender-related
risks, with a view to sharing good practices.

As previously stated, the Kingdom’s regulations protect and promote the right to freedom of opinion
and expression, and guarantee every person, including journalists and media workers, the exercise of
this right, and ensure that there is no impunity, and does not differentiate between men and women in
relation to procedures for protecting journalists from risks, as well as clarifying procedures taken in this
regard, according to the details mentioned in the previous response.

Third: With regard to the extent to which the Kingdom’s government can agree to publish information
it provides on the safety of journalists and the issue of impunity on the UNESCO website, for the
purpose of transparency.

With regard to the information referred to, it is already published on government websites and other
websites, and can be published on the website of UNESCO.
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