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Item 17 of the Provisional Agenda:
Selection of examiners for International Assistance requests greater than US$ 25,000
	Summary

By its Decision 3.COM 10, the Committee requested the Secretariat to provide the names of potential examiners with relevant competence to examine international assistance requests of more than US$ 25,000. The present document provides these names for a request submitted by one State Party.

Decision required: paragraph 11.


1. As provided in chapter V of the Convention, international assistance may be granted to States Parties to support their efforts to safeguard the intangible cultural heritage present on their territory. At its second session, the General Assembly adopted the Operational Directives of the Convention (Resolution 2.GA 5) which specify in their chapter 2.2 the modalities for the granting of such assistance.
2. Paragraph 73 of the Operational Directives sets the deadline for submitting international assistance requests of more than US$ 25,000 at 1st May of each year. Moreover, paragraph 72 of the Directives specifies that the Secretariat shall seek examination for these requests.
3. By its Decision 3.COM 10, the Committee requested the Secretariat to provide for each such request ‘the names of at least two examiners with relevant competence to examine such […] requests, it being understood that up to the third session of the General Assembly, and in conformity with Resolution 2.GA 6, such examiners will include, as appropriate, non-governmental organizations that the Committee will have recommended for accreditation as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes’.
4. By this same Decision, the Committee delegated to its Bureau, on an exceptional basis, the authority to designate examiners so that the requests submitted before 1st May 2009 could be evaluated by the Committee at its present session (cf. ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/11).
5. Between 1st May 2009 and the date of drafting of the present document, the Secretariat received a single international assistance request greater than US$ 25,000. This request was submitted by Belarus with the title ‘Establishing the national inventory of the intangible cultural heritage in Belarus as a complex system for supporting and promoting Belarusian cultural diversity and safeguarding its intangible cultural heritage’ (file number 00332) for an amount of US$ 134,550.
6. This request, received after the statutory deadline of 1st May 2009, should consequently be considered for the cycle that stretches until the deadline of 1st May 2010, which would result in delaying the designation of the examiners until the Committee’s 5th session in 2010, and the decision on the granting of the assistance until the 6th session in 2011.

7. In order to shorten this period, the Secretariat took the initiative to propose to the Committee, at its present session, that it designates the examiners able to undertake the examination of the request, following to this end the provisions and criteria specified in the Decision 3.COM 10.
8. The Secretariat therefore proceeded to identify several examiners with relevant competence to examine this request. The names of four such examiners are provided in the annex to this document, together with a brief description of the requested assistance. For each examiner, basic identifying information is provided, together with a brief characterization of that examiner’s competence (status, expertise, affiliation, country).

9. In making these proposals, the Secretariat considered their competence in terms of domains, knowledge of regional particularities and specificities, working language, and the proposed safeguarding measures. Prior to presenting names of potential examiners to the Committee, the Secretariat contacted the examiners to inform them of the nature of the task, the subject of the request, the submitting State, the time schedule and the terms of reference. The Secretariat confirmed that they are available in principle to carry out the required work, if the Committee should decide to appoint them, and that they have no conflict of interest or other reason for disqualification (e.g. being a national of the submitting State Party).
10. The Committee may wish to appoint two examiners to examine each submitted international assistance request, and at least one alternate in the event that the appointed examiners are unavailable or unable to complete the examination despite their prior assurances.

11. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 4.COM 17

The Committee, 

1.
Recalling chapter V of the Convention;

2.
Further recalling chapter 2.2 of the Operational Directives related to international assistance and its Decision 3.COM 10;

3.
Having examined document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/17 and its Annex; 

4.
Appoints the following as examiners for the international assistance request submitted by Belarus with the title ‘Establishing the national inventory of the intangible cultural heritage in Belarus as a complex system for supporting and promoting Belarusian cultural diversity and safeguarding its intangible cultural heritage’ (file number 00332):
Examiner 1:
XXX

Examiner 2:
XXX
Alternate:

XXX
ANNEX
Potential Examiners

Belarus: Establishing the national inventory of the intangible cultural heritage in Belarus as a complex system for supporting and promoting Belarusian cultural diversity and safeguarding its intangible cultural heritage – US$ 134,550 (file number 00332)
The main goal of the project is to elaborate and implement the Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Belarus. All possible elements of the intangible heritage present in Belarus (activities, performances, products, cultural expressions) are to be identified and registered. The viability of the inventoried elements and factors (if any) threatening their viability are to be indicated. The inventory will proceed through several stages: 1) organizing the process of data selection (identification, analysis of intangible cultural heritage elements, investigation of the archives of different cultural institutions, a questionnaire of the bearers of traditions); 2) field research; 3) creation of the intangible cultural heritage database; 4) monitoring of data; 5) publication of the results. The project will assist in strengthening the expression of the creative potential of the Belarusian people, and developing the economic potential of traditional crafts, among others. The products of the project will be used in educational institutions for raising the professional level of teachers and otherwise raise public awareness among Belarusians about their intangible cultural heritage and the importance of its safeguarding.

Potential examiners:

1. Association nationale cultures et traditions, France 
(NGO recommended for accreditation)
2. The National Association Cultures and Traditions has worked for over 40 years on the safeguarding and promotion of traditional and popular cultures of the world, and aims to foster research, safeguarding and promotion of intangible cultural heritage, and to encourage exchange between traditional and popular culture organizations at the national and international levels.
3. Lietuvos liaudies kultūros centras / Lithuanian Folk Culture Centre – LLKC, Lithuania (Organization on the provisional list) 
The Lithuanian Folk Culture Centre – LLKC ‑ in Vilnius is a research and publication centre whose 30 specialists carry out studies in folklore, oral traditions, music, dance and theatre, maintaining a large archive and an active publication programme.
4. Dace Bula, Latvia (Expert identified by the Secretariat)
Dr Dace Bula is an anthropologist and ethnomusicologist currently serving as Director of University of Latvia’s Archives of Latvian Folklore.
5. Igor Poshyvailo, Ukraine (Expert identified by the Secretariat)
Dr Ihor Poshyvaylo’s research centres on arts and crafts, to which he has dedicated numerous articles and several books. He currently is Deputy Director of the Ukrainian Centre of Folk Culture “Ivan Honchar Museum” in Kiev.
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