
Declaration 

We feel very happy and proud of our Tais to be registered in UNESCO to become our 

heritage/identity of Timor-Leste. 

There is no other person to imitate our identity. 

Thank you to UNESCO, together with the Government of Timor-Leste, for all the efforts on the 

process registering our Tais as our own cultural heritage. 

 

Weavers Team 

1. Fransisca Perreira   <signed> 

2. Olandina Soares De Araujo   <signed> 

3. Juliana Viegas   <signed> 

4. Maria De Jesus   <signed> 

Aileu, 22/10/2019 

  





Hope from Liurai Village Chief about weaving Tais in Aileu 

Municipality 

 

1. Appreciate MCIA [the then Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Environment. Current 

Ministry of Tourism, Commerce and Industry] and Secretariat of State for Art and Culture, 

in particular the ICH Commission [National Committee for Intangible Cultural Heritage]. 

Based on observation from the activities we have, we feel very proud of the activities we 

have. Today, we mark a new history for us, Aileu, being able to weave Tais also in Aileu 

Municipality. 

We, the elderly people, are ready, support and give permission to weave Tais in Aileu 

Municipality, to our colleagues from Bobonaro who married to Aileu people and became the 

citizen of Aileu. 

That is all the hope from me. 

 

Hoholau 22/10/2019 

<signed> 

Eli Dias Gomes 

Liurai Village Chief 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, as a community leader, agree for Timor-Leste’s Tais to become the identity of Timor, asking 

for us all to value original Tais. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Ilidio Mau Felo 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   [Village Chief] 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Aisirimou 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Aisirimou Village,] Aileu [Sub-district], 

Aileu Municipality 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Declaration 

Since our ancestors until our time, we did not weave Tais, nor make Kaebauk [Timorese 

traditional crown for men] and Mortel [Timorese traditional necklace]. However, following 

Hoholau’s sacred houses’ culture, we use black Tais / Tais Kaseh. 

1. Even though we do not produce or weave Tais, we still use black Tais and white cloth / 

Saun Kles to tie in our wrist, red Tais hung on our shoulder, small Tais tied on our hands, 

lensu [a piece of white cloth] on our head, and Kaebauk and Morten on our neck. 

2. The Tais that we use come from Timorese in the [western area]; Kemak, Marobo, 

Bobonaro and Ainaro. They were not offered to us, but we bought them with money, or 

some in exchange with animals. 

3. Since our ancestors wore black Tais / Tais Kaseh, to meet with rulers Portugal, Japan, 

Australia and Indonesia. 

4. Hoholau Village has 6 sacred houses; 

1. Faninua 

2. Ilbaku 

3. Liurai 

4. Baboe 

5. Haufutu 

6. Lokbesi Hatudosi 

  



We from Aileu, particularly Hoholau and Raimanso villages, from now on, give permission / 

matak malirin for the fellow Timorese from [western area] who make lives in Aileu, that they 

can weave Tais as the same as Aileu people. 

1. Bobonaro 

2. Suai 

3. Ainaro 

We feel very happy with UNESCO’s efforts helping our, Timorese people’s Tais to be 

REGISTERED IN UNESCO to become our own identity. And we, Aileu people, promise to work 

together with our fellows from Atsabe, Marobo, and Ainaro, so that they can teach Aileu people 

to weave Tais as the same as other municipalities.  

We ask UNESCO to help us REGISTER our Tais soon, and we, Aileu people, support and assist 

very much to register our Tais as world heritage. 

  



Full names from lia na’in [traditional and cultural knowledge holders] and organizing 

commission [of rehabilitating the sacred house]. 

1. Kuku [owners of sacred houses] 

• Domingos Ribeiro   <signed> 

• Zilberto Rais   <fingerprinted> 

• Tiago Marques 

• João dos Santos 

• Francisco Martins   <fingerprinted> 

• Agosto Fernandes   <signed> 

• António da Costa   <signed> 

2. Organizing commission [of rehabilitating the sacred house] of Hoholau 

• Afonso Bere-Mau   <signed> 77166345 

• Januario Ribeiro   <signed> 

• Rui Manuel Soares   <signed> 

• Lorenso dos Santos   <signed> 

• Adão Mendonça   <signed> 

• José da Costa   <signed> 

3. Local authority 

• Elidias Gomes 

<signed> 

Village Chief 

78066751 

• Mateus Soares 

<signed> 

Sub-village Chief 

76563908 

 

  









Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I feel very happy about weaving Tais, because I started to learn weaving Tais from my mother 

while I was in school. Until now, I also continue to hand down weaving Tais, and provide training 

of weaving Tais using ATBM [Alat Tenun Bukan Mesin / non-machine weaving equipment] 

materials to others groups in other municipalities, such as, Suai [Covalima Municipality], 

Oecusse and Bobonaro. 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Alexandrina Da Costa Silva  

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Dul Madik Ana 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Ainaro [Village], Ainaro [Sub-district], 

Ainaro [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, as the community leader of Ainaro Village, would like to express our appreciation to the 

national commission which already have the plan to promote Tais as the identity of Timor. In 

particular, Ainaro Municipality may also have its own Tais to represent Ainaro Municipality. We 

look forward to participate in this program to be implemented in Timor, and especially if Ainaro 

Municipality can contribute and participate in this program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   29 – 1 – 2020 

Full Name:   Agapito F. Martins 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Ainaro 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Ainaro [Village], Ainaro [Sub-district], 

Ainaro [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I am a weaver from Ainaro municipality, who began to weave since I was little, and now I joined 

as part of the group “Halibur Feto Ainaro Kassa”. 

I, as a weaver, am happy and agree to nominate Tais to UNESCO as Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of Timor-Leste. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 December 2019 

Full Name:   Rosita Doutel Sarmento 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Halibur Feto Group, Cassa Village 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Cassa [Village], Ainaro [Sub-district], 

Ainaro [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I feel happy and very proud because our Tais is going to be recognized by UNESCO. We would 

like to thank SEAC [Secretariat of State for Art and Culture], SEII [Secretariat of State for 

Equality and Inclusion], Alola Foundation, MTCI [Ministry of Tourism, Commerce and Industry] 

and Timor Aid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   Longuinus De Araujo 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Cassa 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Cassa [Village], Ainaro [Sub-district], 

Ainaro [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I accept to nominate Tais from Timor-Leste to become intangible heritage in UNESCO Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Lucia Ximenes 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Fitun Tais 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Afaca Village,] Quelicai [Sub-district], 

Baucau [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Joaquim Fernandes Ximenes, as Afaca Village Chief, would like to express that weaving Tais 

in the village level is a very important point for the Timorese people to conserve the tradition of 

our ancestors in this country. Therefore, we, as the local authority of Afaca Village, would like to 

ask UNESCO to continue support the women in Timor to continue bringing Timorese Tais to 

the international world. 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   30 / 01 / 2020 

Full Name:   Joaquim Fernandes Ximenes 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   [Afaca] 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Afaca [Village], Quelicai [Sub-district], 

Baucau [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I accept to nominate Tais from Timor-Leste to become intangible cultural heritage in UNESCO-

Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Cipriana Amaral 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Feto Forte Quelecai Group 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Lelalai [Village], Quelicai [Sub-district], 

Baucau [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I accept that Timorese Tais to be recognized by UNESCO to bring Tais to the world, and to 

promote and preserve Tais of Timor-Leste. Thank you very much to UNESCO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Paulo Moreira Soares 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Letemumo 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Letemumo [Village], Quelicai [Sub-

district], Baucau [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, as the group coordinator of “Feto Buka Rasik”, feel happy about the nomination of Tais to 

UNESCO to become Intangible Cultural Heritage of Timor-Leste, and hope that we can get 

approval from UNESCO International Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   30 / 01 / 2020 

Full Name:   Milena dos Santos 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Feto Buka Rasik 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Atu Aben [Village], Bobonaro [Sub-

district], Bobonaro [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, from Feto Buka Rasik Group, Marobo, Bobonaro, am very happy to safeguard Timor-Leste’s 

Tais with traditional Tais. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Maculada Barreto 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Treasurer 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Feto Buka Rasik 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Atu Aben [Village], Bobonaro [Sub-

district], Bobonaro [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, as a local community leader, agree bringing Timorese Tais to the world, because Tais is identity 

or the cultural heritage of Timor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Januario Fernandes 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Atu Aben 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Atu Aben [Village], Bobonaro [Sub-

district], Bobonaro [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, as the Sagrada Familia group, have interest and want to promote continuing Tais for the 

future, because Tais comes from our ancestors, or Tais has many functions, and very important 

in my life with family [as] the primary activity is weaving Tais. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   Judit Mendes Da Silva  

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Sagrada Familia 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Aidabaleten [Village], Atabae [Sub-

district], Bobonaro [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I agree that Tais, as tradition of Timor, to be brought to the world. Tais is the identity of Timor-

Leste. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Francisco F. Leite 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Aidabaleten 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Aidabaleten [Village], Atabae [Sub-

district], Bobonaro [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

We, from Suai Loro Weaver Group, are ready to contribute as weavers to the National 

Committee for Intangible Cultural Heritage, to be able to propose to UNESCO Paris to nominate 

Tais of Timor as the road towards the recognition as cultural heritage as UNESCO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   28 / 1 / 2020 

Full Name:   Meliana Barros De Lima 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Soru Nain Suai Loro 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Suai Loro [Village], [Suai Sub-district,] 

Covalima Municipality 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

- I am satisfied. 

- I want continuation. 

- I agree with the UNESCO’s program. 

- We want this program to be able to [be implemented] in municipality, [sub-district] and 

village [level]. 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 – 12 – 2019, Wednesday 

Full Name:   Martinho Mendonça 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Suai Loro 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Suai Loro [Village], Suai [Sub-district], 

Covalima 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I am happy because today we did the launching for the recognition from UNESCO to become 

intangible cultural heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   Ismenia Gusmão 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Hadame Malu Group 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Matai [Village], Maucatar [Sub-district], 

Covalima [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I agree with this UNESCO’s program, because during this period, as the local authority, we felt 

proud and [we] honor all of your supports. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   João Gusmão 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Matai 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Matai [Village], Maucatar [Sub-district], 

Covalima [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

We, from Suai Kamnasa Weaver Group, are ready to contribute as weavers to the National 

Committee for Intangible Cultural Heritage to be able to propose to UNESCO Paris to nominate 

Tais of Timor as the road towards recognition as cultural heritage. 

I, as the weaver, appreciate organization UNESCO, because [it] was able to be a good partner 

with us, the weavers, to bring our culture to become better in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   28 / 1 / 2020 

Full Name:   Maria Guterres 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):                        

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Moris Foun Ailoklaran 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Kamenasa [Village, Suai Sub-district, 

Covalima Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I appreciate and am very proud of UN Women, Alola [Foundation] and Timor-Aid to cooperate 

together to create activities and revitalize cultural Tais, which is identity of Timor, that is less 

viable. Thank you very much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   Santina De Jesus 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   [Covalima Weaver Group Network] 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Suai Loro [Village], Suai [Sub-district], 

Covalima [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

Tais become the seed that the ancestors left to us and the treasure that the ancestors passed 

down to us. 

With Tais, I sustain my home and family. 

Since when little, learnt Tais from mothers and sisters; [then] the generation of the children 

knows all about Tais. I, as one weaver, would like to extend Tais to the new generation. 

I am happy with the knowledge that I have. 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   Agustihna Soares 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Tais Lafaek Group 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Comoro [Village], Dom Aleixo [Sub-

district, Dili Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, the Comoro Village Chief, with the full name Eurico Da Costa de Jesus, on this day, dated 12 

– 03 – 2020, am ready to cooperate with UNESCO for the activities of genuine / handicraft 

groups that exist in Comoro Village, such as Grupo Lafaek and others, for the development of 

economy of the community’s land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   12 – 03 – 2020 

Full Name:   Eurico Da Costa de Jesus 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   [Comoro] 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Comoro Village, Dom Aleixo Sub-

district,] Dili [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I agree and very happy about Tais that our ancestors left us until now. I was also able to 

establish my own Bobometo Group of weaving Tais because Tais is identity and culture of Timor-

Leste and we will continue this work towards the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 – December – 2019 

Full Name:   Marta Soares 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Chief Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Bobometo Group 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Bebonuk Village, Dom Aleixo Sub-

district,] Dili [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Serafin Masedo, am proud with the government’s program for the submission of Timorese 

Tais, which has undertaken program to support the Tais weaver groups, [and] how to use Tais 

in all institutions in Timor-Leste to become culture. 

Therefore, as the authority of Bebonuk Village, extend our gratitude to the government through 

Secretariat of State for Art and Culture to organize and promote Tais as Timor-Leste’s textile. 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   12 – 03 – 2020 

Full Name:   Serafin Masedo 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Bebonuk 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Bebonuk Village, Dom Aleixo Sub-

district,] Dili [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

Tais is [from] the ancestors’ generation [and something that] we cannot forget in our generation. 

I, as the young generation, have the duty to protect, preserve and promote in Timor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Domingas Goncalves 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Member 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   [Tais Feto Malimea] 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Atara [Village], Atsabe [Sub-district], 

Ermera [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I agree because Tais become the culture of Timor-Leste to be continued to the new generation 

in the coming future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Rosita Maria 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):                        

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   [Tais Feto Malimea Group] 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Atara [Village], Atsabe [Sub-district], 

Ermera [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I feel very happy and proud because of this nomination process that is done by the National 

Committee of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Timor-Leste to UNESCO, and hope that [it] can 

get approval from UNESCO Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   29 / 01 / 2020 

Full Name:   Angelmo Pereira 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   [Atara] 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Atara [Village], Atsabe [Sub-district], 

Ermera [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Atsabe 05/11/2019 

We are from Atsabe Bertais Group. 

From the sacred house of Aculau, we produce Tais such as; Tais Kase (black Tais), Tais Lara 

Hecu, Tais Lara Lifa and white belt Tais. 

Since our ancestors used Tais as cultural identity, therefore, we, as the new generation, would 

like to enrich our own culture so that we will not lose our original culture that came from our 

ancestors. 

We recommend to UNESCO to register our Tais as world heritage and we ask that other 

countries may not imitate our local product Tais. 

 

That is all, and thank you. 

We, from Atsabe Bertais Group. 

 

Full name: Deolinda Pereira 

<signed> 

Group Chief 

  





Malabe 

05/11/2019 

Declaration 

Cultura Hamrik Metin Group 

From the sacred house Locoubu Kota Lau Leimea Leten, from the generation of the kings: 

• Grandfather Dom Mateus 

• Grandfather Dom Nialiki 

• Grandfather Dom Kremoni 

• Grandfather Dom Naise 

Tais from those sacred houses: 

1. Tais Mane Kase 

2. Tais Metan Bodato 

3. Tais Makerek- 

4. Tais Larahecu-Hecu 

5. The Harotete-Haro 

6. Tais Mutin-Kesi Kabun 

7. Tais Amrasi-for horses to wear 

Those Tais mentioned above are the heritage from the ancestors that have been kept for us 

and we continued to pass down until now. With this reason, we agree to register in UNESCO. 

 

Representative of the group 

<signed> 

Paulina Gomes da Costa 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Adelino Gomes Perreira, am the Malabe Village Chief, local authority of the village. The village 

is ready to support this program/plan and appreciate UNESCO because [it] can bring the Tais 

program to our village. It is very important to this village to strengthen Tais to become culture 

and identity of Tais of this village. From the local authority, ready to collaborate with UNESCO 

to be able to bring the Tais program to the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   28 January 2020 

Full Name:   Adelino Gomes Perreira 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   [Village Chief] 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   [Malabe] 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Malabe [Village], Atsabe [Sub-district], 

Ermera [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Atudose 5/11/2019 

DECLARATION 

We, from Tais group of sacred house Lako-Ubu, Baboe Kraik Village, Atudose Sub-village, have 

been doing activities of weaving Tais since the ancestors until our generation exists and continues. 

 The Tais we weave are: 

- Tais Feto [Tais for women] of Marobo 

- Tais Metan Kase 

- Tais Lara Heju 

- Tais Putus 

- Tais Taplak Meja and others 

 

Therefore, we ask UNESCO to help us weavers to bring our Tais to register and be recognized 

as our own identity.  

We support and agree that our Tais to be registered in UNESCO. Also recommends UNESCO 

that our Tais; other nations cannot imitate. 

That is all, thank you. 

Representatives from Tais weaver group 

1. Agostinha Isabel de Assunção Filipe   <signed> 

2. Marta Gomes   <signed> 

3. Francisca Soares   <fingerprinted> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Josefina Frazão, agree with the Tais nomination of Timor-Leste to be recognized by UNESCO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Josefina Frazão 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Secretary of group 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Hadomi Cultura 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Ailebere [Village], Iliomar [Sub-district], 

Lautem [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

UNESCO can consider the declaration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   Libernito Gomes 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Ailebere 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Ailebere [Village], Iliomar [Sub-district], 

Lautem [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I agreed because my Tais will be presented to UNESCO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Armindu Nunes 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Feto Marenu Tais 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Home [Village], Lospalos [Sub-district], 

Lautem [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I agreed my Tais to be maintained and be presented to UNESCO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 / 12 / [201]9 

Full Name:   Kristina Da Costa 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Member 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Feto Marenu Tais 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Home [Village], Lospalos [Sub-district], 

Lautem [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Luis dos Santos, as the Home Village Chief, would like to talk a little bit that weaving Tais in 

the village level is important. Because of this activity, we would like to collaborate with the 

government to support continuing the Tais weaving activity in village, because it is as an 

important part to bring the people’s economic life towards the good future and through 

registration in UNESCO as Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   29 January 2020 

Full Name:   Luis dos Santos (Moubono) 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   [Home] 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Home [Village], Lospalos [Sub-district], 

Lautem [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Feto Fitun Group, appreciate because our Tais moves toward the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Adelina da Costa Belo 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Fitun Foun 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Lore I Village,] Lospalos [Sub-district], 

Lautem [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, as the village chief, give my maximum support to this program, because this organization 

(UNESCO) would like to strengthen our culture as identity of Timor. Therefore, would like to 

work together with this organization to preserve the culture in the future. 

I, as the village chief, appreciate the organization (UNESCO), because it is able to partner well 

with us, the community leader, to bring our culture and make it better in the future, through 

the nomination as intangible heritage. 

 

 

 

 

Date:   29 January 2020 

Full Name:   Abilio Amaral 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   [Lore I] 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Lore I [Village], Lospalos [Sub-district], 

Lautem [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Hadomi Cultura Group, am happy because [Tais] is our cultural heritage since our ancestors 

[time] until today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 December 2019 

Full Name:   Luciana Freitas 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):                        

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Hadomi Cultura 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Asumano [Village], Liquiça [Sub-district], 

Liquiça Municipality 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, as the community leader (village chief), fully agree with consent on the inscription of Tais, 

traditional textile, especially UNESCO’s program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 December 2019 

Full Name:   Bernardino Martins 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Asumano 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Asumano Village, Liquiça Sub-district,] 

Liquiça [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Declaration 

We are from Tais Nain Group learnt from the grandparents. 

In the past, there was no cotton. Our grandparents saw cotton seed as precious thing, which is 

very important, because through this cotton seed, the grandparents, with traditional things, 

turned cotton seed into cotton and wove into Tais. After becoming Tais, grandparents sold them 

to get cash through Tais. Because of this, cotton seed was important thing for them. The process 

of turning cotton seed into cotton is not easy, as it requires so many things which are traditional. 

Our grandparents used to pick the cotton seed from its tree and separate the seed from cotton 

by using [wooden rolling equipment] to soften the cotton and separate the seed. For the ones 

that already became cotton, then they proceed to the Ramatali process to get fine cotton. Once 

it’s turned into fine cotton, they begin to produce thread by using [hand woven bowl made by 

palm tree]. Then they will make the tie Tais Tilun and dye it with leaves of Taum and Leker, 

then roll them on a wooden pole and leave it there for two or three days. After that, they remove 

the leaves of Taum and Leker, then they put Ahu and soak them to get the white color. After 

that, our grandparents took the Tais Tilun which is white and soak it with the liquid of Taum to 

get black color and then dried them up. After that, they unroll the threads and proceed on the 

dyeing process. For the dyeing process, they use the natural ingredients like Madresinda skin 

and boil them to make the white cotton into red color, and then they remove the Taum and 

Leker. After that, they soak the white cotton into the colored liquid using Ahu in order to get 

black color. After that, our grandparents were able to get the three colors: white, black, and red. 

With these, our grandparents were able to produce Tais called Tais Mutin. 

# We use Taun Leker [specific name of a tree] to have black color. 

# We use shell Madresinda [a name of a tree] to have red color. 

 

Liquiça 29/10/2019 

Group Name 

1. Fernanda Pereira   <signed> 

2. Jacinta Bareto   <signed> 

3. Agusta Cardoso   <signed> 

4. Josefina Pereira da Costa   <signed> 

5. Martina Pereira   <signed> 

  





DECLARATION 

As the village chief representing the voices from the community in Dato Village, feel very happy 

with the [National] Committee for Intangible Cultural Heritage, which managed to come to 

identify Tais existing in our village. As the local authority, we promise that [we are] ready to 

support the whole process for the nomination of Timor-Leste’s Tais getting recognition from 

UNESCO to become Intangible Cultural Heritage of Timor-Leste. 

We feel proud and express our agreement for all the process. As the local authority, [we are] 

ready at any time to provide support assistance to the weavers so that they feel safe doing their 

activity. As the local authority, we ask the [National] Committee for Intangible Cultural Heritage 

to bring Tais to be registered in UNESCO. 

 

Dato, 29/10/2019 

<signed> 

Oscar da Silva 

Dato Village Chief 

  





DECLARATION 

 

From Lia Na’in [traditional and cultural knowledge holders] of Uma Lisan [sacred house] of 

“Bei Dato and Bei Bana”, Pai Marcelino Lopes. 

Our Tais in Maubara has three types: 

1. One in red color 

2. One in black color 

3. One in green color 

 

We use these since [the time of] our ancestors up to now, we continue to use. 

Usually we use [these Tais] to do cultural [events], for example, for Lia Umane and Mane 

Foun [ceremony of receiving a man marrying to a woman] and others. If the government have 

an idea of promoting [Tais], it will be good for the government to register our Tais. Thank you. 

 

Lia Na’in 

Bei Dato, Bei Bana 

<fingerprinted> 

Marcelino Lopes 

  





DECLARATION FROM MORIS RASIK GROUP 

Maubara; 30-10-2019 

 

Tais comes from our grandparents, to our mothers, to us and to our children. 

Tais has three types: Tais Metan, Tais Mean and Tais Ki’ak. 

- Tais Metan are used for cultural [ceremonies]. 

- Tais Mean and Tais Ki’ak are brought to festivals and mass. 

Our group is happy because our Tais is brought to be registered overseas, enabling to look after 

our home. 

1. Maria Rosa Nunes   <fingerprinted> 

2. Serafina da Silva   <signed> 

3. Idalina de Fátima Barros   <fingerprinted> 

4. Ines Soares   <fingerprinted> 

5. Emilia Purificação   <fingerprinted> 

6. Ana Barreto   <fingerprinted> 

7. Lourença da Silva   <fingerprinted> 

8. Dircia dos Santos   <fingerprinted> 

9. Augusta Falo   <fingerprinted> 

10. Augusta Boavida   <fingerprinted> 

  





30/10/2019 

DECLARATION 

 

As the highest representative in the Vaviquinia Village, together with the council of the village, 

ready to provide our consent letter for the Tais nomination to gain recognition from UNESCO. 

We feel very happy and provide support for the whole process so that the Tais produced by 

our weavers become Intangible Cultural Heritage recognized by UNESCO. We agree and 

provide our consent that Timor-Leste’s Tais to be registered in UNESCO. 

 

Vaviquinia Village Chief 

<signed> 

Aicino Nunes 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I feel very proud because I lived with weaving Tais since I was born until I grew up, to gain 

economic income for the family. Tais is also very important to be preserved because its value is 

high and [has] history from the ancestors. [I am] very happy that Tais is able to be on the way 

towards the recognition from UNESCO to become ICH [Intangible Cultural Heritage]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   Romana Cárceres 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Lacu-mesak (Kanoin) 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Lacumesac Village, Laclo Sub-district,] 

Manatuto [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

Throughout my existence in the country Timor, [I] opened my eyes to use Tais and consider as 

important element in terms of our custom of cultural activities. 

Therefore, Tais is already my cultural identity. 

As my identity manage to gain the recognition from UNESCO, I [feel like being] at the top of 

heaven and will continue to promote and produce Tais even more. 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 December 2019 

Full Name:   Filomeno R. Pereira Cárceres 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Lacumesac 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Lacumesac Village,] Laclo [Sub-district], 

Manatuto [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I will feel very proud if the nomination of Tais can get approval from UNESCO as Intangible 

Cultural Heritage, because Tais is a cultural element that takes part in our life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Aurora Barros Bento 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Tais Adi Mean 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Orlalan [Village], Laclubar [Sub-district], 

Manatuto [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Antonio Sebastiao. I agree to bring Tais of Batara Village to be registered in UNESCO. And 

furthermore, there are few models of Tais, namely; Tais Mean, Tais Haes Pelin, Tais of women 

such as Sabulu Mean and Rahu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   28 – 1 – 2020 

Full Name:   Antonio Sebastiao 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Representative [of 

Batara Village Chief] 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Batara 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Batara [Village], Laclubar [Sub-district], 

Manatuto [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





The representatives of the two village councils’ members, namely Batara Village Council and 

Orlalan Village Council, feel proud and appreciate the authorities which came to our two villages,  

to be able to bring our Tais in the two villages, to be registered in UNESCO. We believe that, 

the refered activities will bring better life to our two communities through Tais. 

That is all of our short comments to you, and would like to express our gratitude. 

Batara Village Office 

28- 01-2020 

Representative: Orlalan Village Council 

<signed> 

Mr. Jose Alves 

Paas Orlalan 

HP: 75764385 

Representative: Batara Village Council 

<signed> 

1. Mr. Antonio do Rosario 

Balulin Sub-village Chief (76747531)  

<signed> 

2. Mr. Felix Ximenis 

Are Ain Sub-village Chief (76623328) 

<signed> 

3. Mr. Julio Soares 

Fatuha Sub-village Chief (75467850)  

<signed> 

4. Mr. Gaspar Soares 

Wer Ulun Sub-village Chief 

<signed> 

5. Mr. Belarmino Gonzaga 

Lia Na’in (75814985) 

  





Consent of Lia Na’in of Laclubar 

Mr. Francisco Soares 

 

I am the lia na’in [traditional and cultural knowledge holder] in Laclubar and I know the history 

of Laclubar’s Tais’ life; that it did not come from other places, but did come from the ancestors 

of Laclubar. Laclubar’s Tais is the Tais of Laclubar’s, the treasure of Laclubar, and the treasure 

of Timor. As lia na’in, I am ready to agree very much with the government’s program to enable 

our Tais to go to the world and not to be lost. I, together with weavers, agree and accept to 

register our Tais in UNESCO. 

 

Laclubar 28/01/2020 

<signed> 

Francisco Soares 

Lia Na’in 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I declare that I will continue to value and promote our treasure Tais to the next generation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   Natalia Seixas 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Sama Lemo 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Letefoho Village, Same Sub-district,] 

Manufahi [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I declare that, I will value and protect Tais of Timor-Leste in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   Etelvina Da Costa 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Member 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Sama Lemo 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   [Betano Village, Same Sub-district,] 

Manufahi [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Agapito da Costa, would like to declare that I feel happy and very proud when UNESCO 

recognizes and nominates Tais as Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH). Therefore, with honesty 

and strong courage, I declare with consent to support and accept to nominate Tais to UNESCO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 December 2019 

Full Name:   Agapito da Costa 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Letefoho 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Letefoho [Village], Same [Sub-district], 

Manufahi [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Declaration 

We, the communities of Manufahi Municipality, declare that, with honesty and whole heart, we 

offer and put our trust to the government and state of Timor-Leste, to register Tais to UNESCO 

to become World Heritage and identity of Timor-Leste. 

That’s all, thank you for your attention. 

Declarants: 

1. Administrator of Manufahi Municipality 

2. Consultative Council of Manufahi Municipality 

3. Elderly Lia Na’in Council of Manufahi Municipality 

4. Letefoho Village Chief 

5. Daisula Village Chief 

6. Youth Council of Manufahi Municipality 

7. Representative of NGO   <signed> 

8. Sama Lemo Group   <signed> 

9. [Officer] Responsible for Culture, Manufahi Municipality   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

Voluntarily, I accept with the process of bringing Tais to become intangible heritage, because 

Tais is my cultural identify. Tais is mine, yours and also ours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Joana Babo Tanu 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Feto Fitun Fronteira 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Bobometo [Village], Oesilo [Sub-district], 

Oecusse [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I want and agree with the plan, while we follow the cultural events with Tais weaver group. Very 

important to the future of our children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 – 12 – 2019 

Full Name:   Yoseph Elu 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Bobometo 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Bobometo [Village], Oesilo [Sub-district], 

Oecusse [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I voluntarily accept to strengthen the promotion of Tais, because it is important for my life in 

my family, as well as to my culture and for my country Timor-Leste. That's why I agree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   José Antonio Lafo 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Taum Abas 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Taiboco [Village], Pante Macassar [Sub-

district, Oecusse Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I voluntarily accept to strengthen the promotion of Tais because it is important to my life in my 

home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Maria Taec 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Member 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Taum Abas 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Taiboco [Village], Pante Macassar [Sub-

district, Oecusse Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, as local authority, agree to the process that we have made, because it can protect, promote 

and preserve our culture and identify about Tais of Timor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   04 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Joaquim Tafin 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Village Chief 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Taiboco 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Taiboco [Village], Pante Macassar [Sub-

district, Oecusse Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Elda de Carvalho, as the coordinator of Moris Foun Group, which weave Tais in Uani Uma 

Village, declare that our group is surely ready that we agree to the government’s program and 

UNESCO, to nominate our Tais as identity and heritage of Timor to UNESCO, in particular Tais 

from Viqueque Municipality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   30 – 1 – 2020 

Full Name:   Elda de Carvalho 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Group Coordinator 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Moris Foun 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Uani Uma Village, Uatucarbau Sub-

district, [Viqueque Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I, Augusta Pinto, declare that our Moris Foun Group is ready to agree with UNESCO. Tais of 

our Viqueque Municipality / Uatucarbau [Sub-]district cannot become foreigner’s, however our 

Tais also needs to be indeed in UNESCO’s agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   29 – 1 – 2020 

Full Name:   Augusta Pinto 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Vice of group 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Moris Foun 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Uani Uma [Village], Uatucarbau [Sub-

district, Viqueque Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Consent 

1. Uani Uma Village Chief 

As local authority of this village, together with the Tais weaver group, [I am] happy with the 

program which the government and the state together with UNESCO, are nominating Tais of 

Timor together with [all] 13 municipalities, to UNESCO, so that Tais of Timor can be known 

truely as cultural heritage of Timor. The authority is ready to cooperate with this program to 

become successful, in order to promote the culture of Timor not only in Timor but also in the 

world. 

 

Uani Uma 30/01/2020 

Village Chief 

<signed> 

Antonio de Jesus 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I am very happy if Tais gain the recognition from UNESCO as identity of Timor, so that the 

international world can know our culture, especially Tais. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 / 12 / 2019 

Full Name:   Zelia da C. Soares 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Member 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Haburas Kultura 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Uma Qui’ic [Village], Viqueque [Sub-

district, Viqueque Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





Decla ra tion 

 

To: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

As the Tais weaver or the local community leader in Timor-Leste, would like to provide 

the consent to the inscription of “Tais, traditional textile” in the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, together with the Request for 

International Assistance. 

 

I feel happy because I can participate in this forum. Through this forum, we, the people from 

the rural area, can get more deep information about Tais. 

I hope the nomination of Tais can get approval from UNESCO Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   4 December 2019 

Full Name:   Rita Amaral 

Position (Group Coordinator or Member or Village Chief or others):   Weaver 

Weaver Group Name or Village Name:   Haburas Kultura 

Address (Village, Sub-district and Municipality):   Uma Qui’ic [Village], Viqueque [Sub-

district], Viqueque [Municipality] 

Signature:   <signed> 

  





We, as the local authority, feel proud of this program that you shown us. Therefore, we agree 

and support the weaver groups, together with the National Committee for Intangible Cultural 

Heritage, to bring our Tais to be registered in UNESCO. We agree and provide our consent to 

fully support this program, which brings Timor-Leste’s Tais to be registered in UNESCO, to 

become our own heritage recognized in the international world. 

 

Uma Qui’ic Village   29/1/2020 

1. Hermenegildo Rangel – Village Chief   <signed> 

2. Delfin Pinto – Sub-village Chief   <signed> 
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