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Finnish Folk Music Institute 
Jyväskyläntie 3 
FI-69600 Kaustinen 
FINLAND 
www.kansanmusiikki-instituutti.fi  
 
 
To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
Expression of consent 
Kaustinen fiddle tradition and the related practices and expressions 
 
The Finnish Folk Music Institute is an organisation for the promotion of Finnish folk music and folk dance. It 
was established in Kaustinen in 1974, when the Kaustinen Folk Music Festival made Kaustinen a focal point of 
Finnish folk music. 
 
Our main forms of activity include recording, archiving, research, publication, education, museum activities, 
and development of the field in cooperation with organisations and other actors in the field. Our organisation 
also includes the professional folk music ensemble Tallari, established in 1986. Especially once we became an 
accredited expert organisation of UNESCO’s Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Herit-
age in 2018, implementing the convention in practice at the grassroots level has become emphasised in our 
work.  
 
There are a total of 10 people working in the Finnish Folk Music Institute and Tallari. The members of the asso-
ciation include other associations and private individuals. Many of them are practitioners of the Kaustinen fiddle 
tradition, and they are represented in the association’s Board of Directors. Nearly all of our employees are also 
members of the Kaustinen fiddle community as players of different instruments, parents of children who play 
music, or both. 
 
Our task is to promote Finnish folk music and folk dance, and the Kaustinen fiddle tradition offers our work a 
crucially important direct contact with the living tradition and the practitioners of tradition. We cooperate and 
interact with the local practitioners of tradition every day. 
 
The Finnish Folk Music Institute has participated in the working group of Kaustinen associations working for 
the nomination for UNESCO’s list since its establishment in the autumn of 2017, and in the coordination of the 
working group and the nomination process as well as implementing related measures (such as four workshops, 
an online survey in the spring of 2019, information visits to different events, keeping a blog on the nomination 
and editing a series of columns related to the nomination in the local newspaper). The Finnish Folk Music Insti-
tute has been responsible for the actual writing of the nomination and producing the nomination video. 
 
The Finnish Folk Music Institute is committed to working for ensuring the vitality of the Kaustinen fiddle tradi-
tion and implementing and developing the safeguarding measures described in the nomination. We see the po-
tential inscription of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity as a valuable addition to the range of phenomena on the list and a way to support our 
work to strengthen the phenomena of the living tradition and promote sustainable cultural development. 
 
Kaustinen, 27 January 2020 
 

 Matti Hakamäki Samuli Valo 
 Director  Chair of the Board  





   
 
To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
CONSENT OF THE KAUSTINEN YOUTH ASSOCIATION TO THE NOMINATION OF THE KAUSTINEN FIDDLE 
TRADITION FOR INSCRIPTION ON UNESCO’S REPRESENTATIVE LIST OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF HUMANITY 
 
The Kaustinen Youth Association (Kaustisen Nuorisoseura r.y.) was established in 1895; its main task is 
cultural work with children and young people, and preserving, maintaining and developing the folk dance 
and music tradition as well as organising the Kaustinen Folk Music Festival as a member of the Pro Kaustinen 
ry association. 
 
The most important task of the association is organising folk dance and music activities as a hobby for children 
and young people. More than 200 children and young people ranging from 3 to 25 years of age participate 
in the goal-oriented, year-round hobby every year. The association has 275 members. The members of the 
association’s Board of Directors are practitioners of the Kaustinen tradition or the parents of practitioners. 
 
The Kaustinen Youth Association is one of the founding members of the Kaustinen Folk Music Festival starting 
from 1968, and starting from 2011, it is one of the founding members of the Pro Kaustinen ry association 
that currently organises the Kaustinen Folk Music Festival. Every year, the association contributes 
significantly to the organisation of the festival as a content producer and presenter of folk dance and music 
from Kaustinen, especially the purppuri wedding dance from Kaustinen that has been preserved in the area. 
 
From the start, the Kaustinen Youth Association has been a member of the working group established with 
other folk tradition organisations from Kaustinen that has prepared the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle 
tradition for inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The 
elected representatives and members of our association have actively participated in drawing up the 
nomination, the related discussion and interaction as well as workshops. Cultural heritage education is a 
natural part of the curriculum of our folk dance activities. We support the nomination and are committed to 
working for maintaining and promoting the Kaustinen fiddling tradition and the functions that support it. 

 
 

Kaustinen, 20 January 2020 
 

KAUSTISEN NUORISOSEURA R.Y. 
 
 
 

Tiina Paavola   Taru Varila 
Deputy Chair   Secretary 
 
 
 
Kaustisen Nuorisoseura r.y., Kalliontie 16, FI-69600 Kaustinen, Finland, tel. +358 40 5832714, email: 
kns@kaustinen.fi 





 

 

 
 

Kaustisen Näppärit ry. 
c/o Kansanmusiikki-instituutti, Jyväskyläntie 3 / FI-69600 Kaustinen / Finland 

www.napparit.fi 
 

 

Expression of consent to the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for in-
scription on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity 

 
To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

The association Kaustisen Näppärit ry, established in 1987, organises playing music as a hobby and other 
related activities based on folk music for the children and young people in the Kaustinen area, such as per-
formances, producing recordings and sheet music, instrument rental and joint workshops with Finnish and 
international partners. 

Our activities are based on the Näppäri Method of music education, which in turn is based on the Kaustinen 
fiddle tradition. Hundreds of people in the Kaustinen area have started playing and learning local pieces of 
music by participating in a Näppäri group. The practice can nevertheless also be applied to other traditions 
and instruments, and the Näppäri Method of music education has been presented in many contexts as a 
good practice for transmitting intangible cultural heritage (such as in the Nordic Safeguarding Practices por-
tal). 

The Näppäri group in Kaustinen meets weekly and performs several times per year. Approximately 50 chil-
dren and young people, both girls and boys, participate in the group. Many of their parents also participate 
in playing music. There are also short courses held all around Finland with several thousand children partici-
pating every year, and we have cooperated with groups in more than ten countries around the world. 

We consider the Kaustinen fiddling tradition to be important for our members and the people in the area, 
and we continue to work to safeguard its vitality. From the start, we have participated actively in the prepa-
ration of the UNESCO nomination of the Kaustinen fiddling tradition in the nomination working group that 
met every month starting from the end of 2017, as well as the workshops related to the nomination pro-
cess on 29 October and 3 December 2018 as well as 4 April and 23 September 2019. The children partici-
pating in our activities and their families have been informed about the nomination and the opportunities 
to participate in the workshops and the online survey in March 2019, and many of them have participated. 
We are familiar with the contents of the nomination and we support the measures presented in it. We sup-
port the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, believing that it would enrich the image of global intangible cul-
tural heritage while also transmitting information about the Näppäri Method as a practice of nurturing and 
transmitting intangible cultural heritage that can also be applied to other situations and environments. 

 
Kaustinen, 16 January 2020 
 
  Lauri Oino 
  Chair 
  Kaustisen Näppärit ry. 





Kaustisen Pelimanniyhdistys ry 
 
 
Expression of support for the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for 
inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity 
 
 
Kaustisen Pelimanniyhdistys ry (The Kaustinen Folk Musicians’ association) was 
established in 1970, and its task is to nurture the tradition of skilled folk musicians in 
Kaustinen, publicise it and promote the pursuit of folk music. The association aims to 
uphold the local folk music tradition and repertoire by gathering the musicians in the 
area regularly together to train and perform. Providing information to the 
practitioners of tradition outside the Kaustinen area and including them by e.g. 
supplying sheet music is also important. The association organises tours and produces 
a part of the programme of the Kaustinen Folk Music Festival, and it also organises the 
teaching of traditional music and dance in the area. The association also supports 
research on the Kaustinen fiddle tradition. 
 
The activities of Kaustisen Pelimanniyhdistys ry are open to everyone, and a couple 
hundred musicians, singers and dancers from Kaustinen participate in them every 
year. The activities include practitioners of tradition of all ages, both men and women, 
as equals. The administration of the association mainly consists of folk musicians from 
Kaustinen, and the aim is to have all villages and village ensembles in Kaustinen 
represented.  
 
Kaustisen Pelimanniyhdistys ry has been closely involved in the nomination process 
already since the preparation of the national nomination. The association was 
represented in the working group for the nomination established in autumn 2017 and 
involved in preparing the nomination for UNESCO’s list. Members of the association 
have actively responded to surveys related to the nomination process and participated 
in workshops. Kaustisen Pelimanniyhdistys ry supports the nomination of the 
phenomenon Kaustinen fiddle tradition and the related practices and expressions for 
inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity. 
 
Kaustinen, 30 January 2020 
 
 
Elina Havia 
Chair 
Kaustisen Pelimanniyhdistys ry 





Pro Kaustinen ry / Kaustinen Folk Music Festival, Jyväskyläntie 3, FI-69600 Kaustinen, Finland, 
www.kaustinen.net 

 

 

To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
CONSENT OF PRO KAUSTINEN RY./ THE KAUSTINEN FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL TO THE NOMINATION OF 
THE KAUSTINEN FIDDLE TRADITION FOR INSCRIPTION ON UNESCO’S REPRESENTATIVE LIST OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF HUMANITY 
 
Pro Kaustinen ry. is an event production organisation whose member organisations include the 
associations for the practitioners of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition, Kaustisen Nuorisoseura r.y., 
Kaustisen Näppärit ry. and Kaustisen Pelimanniyhdistys ry. The activities of Pro Kaustinen ry. aim to 
increase awareness of folk music and dance and promote hobby activities in the field by organising 
the Kaustinen Folk Music Festival. 
 
The Kaustinen Folk Music Festival has been organised since 1968. Nowadays the event is held on 
the second week of July and it lasts for one week. The annual statistics of the event include 
approximately 45,000 visits, more than 4,000 amateur and professional performers from more than 
10 countries on average, more than 1,000 scheduled performances on nearly 30 stages, dozens of 
workshops and countless spontaneous occasions of music and dance. The festival also presents a 
wide variety of intangible cultural heritage outside music and dance. 
 
The event has been created on the basis of the strong and vibrant Kaustinen fiddle tradition and 
folk music and dance tradition. The musicians from Kaustinen give dozens of performances both 
together and individually at the event every year. Due to the visibility and the opportunities to 
perform offered by the Kaustinen Folk Music Festival, the festival is a significant factor in 
safeguarding the Kaustinen fiddle tradition and the vitality of the related cultural phenomenon, and 
the Kaustinen fiddle tradition will remain at the centre of the event. 
 
From the start, Pro Kaustinen has participated in the working group together with other traditional 
associations from Kaustinen and worked for inscribing the Kaustinen fiddle tradition on UNESCO’s 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity; it has also participated in 
drawing up the nomination. Together with the practitioners of tradition in its member associations, 
the association is committed to maintaining and promoting the Kaustinen fiddle tradition and the 
related practices and expressions by basing the value system of the Folk Music Festival on 
safeguarding the vitality of the local tradition. 
 
Kaustinen, 17 January 2020 
PRO KAUSTINEN RY. / KAUSTINEN FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 
Ira Korkala      
Chair of the Board 
________________________________________________________________________________ 





Kaustinen Wedding Choir Supporter Association 
 
 
To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
Dear receiver, 
 
Kaustisen Hääkuoro (Kaustinen Wedding Choir) is a folk music choir established in 1963 by the folk 
musician, cantor and music teacher Aaro Kentala. Kentala created the foundation for the choir’s repertoire by 
arranging traditional music from Kaustinen for singing. Many of the songs are folk music sung with lyrics or 
nonsense words, many others are wedding melodies; they are also the most likely origin of the choir’s name. 
The later choirmasters have continued the same work. 
 
Throughout its existence, the repertoire of the Hääkuoro choir has included the tunes of folk musicians from 
Kaustinen, such as Kreeta Haapasalo, Wiljami Niittykoski, Konsta Jylhä and Aaro Kentala. The repertoire 
has been expanded not only with melodies and lyrics from the book of songs from Kaustinen, but also with 
pieces created by today’s composers from Kaustinen, such as Asko Hanhikoski and Arto Anttila. Arto Anttila, 
Master of Music, currently acts as the artistic director of the choir. Currently, the choir has 30 members, 9 of 
whom are men and 21 women. 
 
The Kaustisen Hääkuoro choir considers tradition as the starting point of its activities and supports the 
nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. If this tradition was not a living heartbeat within us, the choir would not even 
exist. For its part, the Kaustisen Hääkuoro choir is responsible for keeping the tradition alive by performing its 
basic repertoire again and again in its public concerts. 
 
The association Kaustisen Hääkuoron tukiyhdistys ry. (Kaustinen Wedding Choir Supporter Association), 
most of the board members of which are also members of the choir, is responsible for organising the 
activities of the Kaustisen Hääkuoro choir. 
 
We have received information about the nomination and the nomination process and the opportunities to 
participate in it by following the nomination blog and participating in the village meetings held at the different 
villages of Kaustinen during 2019, where information about the issue was provided. Many of us responded to 
the online survey about the nomination in the spring of 2019. At the board meeting on 28 January 2020, we 
decided unanimously to support the nomination. 
 
 
Kaustinen, 28 January 2020 
 
On behalf of Kaustinen Wedding Choir and Kaustinen Wedding Choir Supporter Association 
 
 
 
Arto Anttila   Mikko Keskilammi 
Artistic Director   Chair of Kaustinen Wedding Choir Supporter Association 
 





 

 

Kaustinen Chamber Music Association 
www.kamarimusiikkiviikko.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To the Unesco Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage 

The Kaustinen Chamber Music Association organises the annual Kaustinen Chamber 
Music Week, taking place every January since 1979, as well as occasional other 
chamber music events. Our programme’s speciality is our co-operation with the local 
fiddle playing tradition and its practitioners. This manifests in the position that local 
folk music often has in our programme, as well as the musical crossover projects that 
bring the Kaustinen fiddle players and their music and canonical chamber music and 
chamber musicians together. We consider this to be a safeguarding measure of the 
Kaustinen fiddle playing tradition, increasing its vitality by a creative bidirectional ex-
change of ideas, skills and experiences with the classical genre and its representatives,
and creating new audiences. We are committed to continuing this line of action. 

Many of our board members and volunteers are themselves practitioners of the 
Kaustinen fiddle playing tradition and have participated in a survey and workshops 
during the nomination process of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition.

The Kaustinen Chamber Music Association wishes to express its support for the nom-
ination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition to UNESCO’S Representative List of the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

Kaustinen, 31 January 2020 

Anni Järvelä 
Vice-chairperson 
Kaustinen Chamber Music Association 





LLetter of consent to the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 
Kaikenlaisen musiikin yhdistys Musiiki ry 
 

Kaikenlaisen musiikin yhdistys Musiiki ry (The Association For All Kinds of Music Musiiki ry.) was established 
in 1983, and its operating principle is to support and promote local musical life by arranging different kinds 
of concerts and musical events in the municipality of Kaustinen, taking the whole population into account. 

As the name says, it is an association for all kinds of music, and accordingly it promotes every kind of music 
and offers free concerts for schools, assisted living facilities for senior citizens and all other residents of the 
municipality. The association has coordinated the ‘Taiteen päivä’ (The Day of Art) event for 23 years, and it 
gathers dozens of producers of free shows together for the day of free events. With an equally long 
tradition, the ‘Kevätjamit’ spring concert gathers together performers of all kinds of different music in 
Kaustinen, ranging from classical to folk music. In addition to these, the association has arranged the 
regular P-Klubi concert series for a decade in addition to charity concerts and evening entertainments, jam 
sessions and concerts related to the Kaustinen musical culture in the different villages of Kaustinen. 

The members of the association are actively involved in the cultural life of the municipality as enthusiasts 
and music professionals as well as influential parties in the field of culture. They have participated in the 
workshops related to the UNESCO nomination, responded to surveys and discussed the possibilities of 
intangible cultural heritage in numerous official and unofficial discussions. The accessibility of intangible 
cultural heritage and supporting its new forms by organising concert activities are the principal starting 
points of Musiiki ry. Therefore, the association is happy to support the nomination for inscription on 
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and states that its contents 
are also in accordance with the association’s principles and naturally in line with its activities. 

 

 

Kaustinen, 19 February 2020 

 

On behalf of the Kaikenlaisen musiikin yhdistys Musiiki ry 

 

Ritva Talvitie 

(vice chairperson) 





To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
 
Expression of consent 
 
Nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
 
Häävi is a folk music ensemble from Kaustinen with seven members between 28–36 years of age; there 
are six women and one man. The sounds of the ensemble include fiddles, harmonium, double bass, and 
singing in parts. Our members include long-term music enthusiasts and professionals brought together by 
the shared hobby, even if not everyone still lives in Kaustinen. The group was originally created to play 
accompaniment for the folk dance group of the Kaustinen Youth Association. Playing for dance groups 
has made Häävi’s music suitable for dancing, which is one of the goals of this style of folk music. From 
the start, Häävi has also acted as an independent ensemble, creating its own identity. 
 
The repertoire of the ensemble, which has played together for nearly 15 years, includes both instrumental 
music and vocals, traditional folk music from Kaustinen, a wide variety of folk dance music, singing, and 
increasingly also music written for Häävi. For its own part, Häävi renews the music tradition in Kaustinen 
with fresh arrangements as well as its own compositions that respect its roots. 
 
We perform at various parties, concerts and events in Kaustinen, elsewhere in Finland and occasionally 
also abroad. The annual highlight is the Kaustinen Folk Music Festival, where we have several perfor-
mances as an independent ensemble, as accompaniment for dancers, and in cooperation with other en-
sembles. 
 
If you are from Kaustinen and play music, the folk music tradition and folk music stay with you automati-
cally. After growing up and moving elsewhere, folk music is not necessarily a self-evident part of everyday 
life. Playing with long-term friends in an ensemble like Häävi still motivates people to play folk music and 
also anchors them to other traditions from their home region that might have otherwise been forgotten. 
 
We have studied the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription on UNESCO’s list. In our 
opinion, the nomination reflects the core of the folk music we practice in many different ways, and we can 
support it. The members of Häävi have been involved in the nomination process in ways such as partici-
pating in the recording of the presentation video and the demonstration events included in the village tour, 
by responding to the survey on the Kaustinen fiddle tradition related to the nomination, and by writing 
about our own experiences with playing music in the local newspaper and on social media. 
 
Kaustinen, 13 January 2020 
 
 
Iida Bernhardt 
Sampo Korva 
Vuokko Korva 
Jenni Myllymäki 
Katariina Salminen 
Annu Varila 
Tiia Varila 





To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
 
LETTER OF CONSENT 
Kaustinen fiddle tradition and related practices and expressions 
 
 
 
 
JYLHÄN PELIMANNIT 
 
 
Jylhän pelimannit is a folk music ensemble operating in the village of Jylhä in Kaustinen that 
gathers together folk musicians from amateurs to professionals who have grown up in the village, 
live there or simply want to join. Jylhä is one of the villages in Kaustinen, and it is located 
approximately ten kilometres from the centre of the municipality towards the city of Kokkola. 
There are approximately 160 people living in the village. The villagers make their living mainly as 
entrepreneurs in fields such as agriculture, as well as in service occupations. 
 
Jylhän pelimannit is open to everyone interested in folk music and playing music together. You can 
play in the ensemble at every performance or come once every five years to find the common tune, 
whatever best fits each musician’s situation in life. During the past few years, sixteen musicians 
have been playing in the group; half of them are women and the other half men, ranging from 12 to 
58 years of age. We play at weddings, funerals, village Christmas parties and other events, the 
homes of villagers and the Kaustinen Folk Music Festival. Our repertoire consists of folk music 
songs from Kaustinen that we play in our own style and with our own chords, pieces by late folk 
music composers from Kaustinen and the neighbouring municipalities such as Konsta Jylhä, 
Viljami Niittykoski and Otto Hotakainen, as well as new pieces and arrangements written in the folk 
music style by folk musicians that currently play in the ensemble. 
 
Some of us have participated in the survey on the Kaustinen fiddle tradition related to the UNESCO 
nomination as well as discussion events on the topic, and everyone has had the opportunity to 
familiarise themselves with the contents of the application. We received more information about the 
UNESCO nomination process when we were recorded playing music for the Kaustinen fiddle 
tradition presentation video on 23 May 2019 as well as at a village discussion event at the Jylhä 
village centre on 18 November 2019, where we also performed. We feel that the Kaustinen fiddle 
tradition is a part of our own everyday life and that of our community, and that the nomination 
describes the phenomenon comprehensively. We are happy to support the nomination, and we are 
proud that the phenomenon in question has already been included in the Finnish National Inventory 
of Living Heritage and that it is the Finnish nomination for inscription on UNESCO’s 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
 
Kaustinen, 25 January 2020 
on behalf of Jylhän Pelimannit 
 
Asko Hanhikoski 
Juha-Matti Hanhikoski 
Tony Uusitalo 
Sampo Korva 
Päivi Paananen 
Laila Heikkilä

Vuokko Korva 
Marjut Kupari 
Mikko Hanhikoski 
Ella Hanhikoski 
Tuija Hanhikoski 





To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

Puumala is a village located approximately 4 km from the centre of Kaustinen; it consists of four parts with 
400 residents in total. For several generations, skilled players of the traditional Kaustinen wedding dance, 
purppuri, have lived in the village. The Puumala purppuri group was established in 1999. Currently the 
group includes approximately thirty dancers, an equal number of men and women, and a small group of 
folk musicians from Kaustinen as accompaniment. Participants also come from the other villages of 
Kaustinen. The group is not organised officially, but it operates in very close cooperation with the Puumala 
village school and village association. The undersigned has acted as the group leader from the start. 

Our basic idea is to practice, maintain, transfer and perform Kaustinen wedding and celebration traditions, 
with the purppuri dance at the core. The performances of the group often include elements created 
through the methods of drama and theatre; in those cases, the children, young people and senior citizens 
of the village also participate in the activities. 

Our ideology is to transfer traditions from one generation to another as a communal experience: through 
stories, reminiscences and shared experiences instead of through guidebooks or by being led from above. 
In our opinion, traditions are allowed to adapt and develop and find new forms. 

In the opinion of our group, it is excellent that the Kaustinen fiddle tradition is nominated for inscription on 
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, because the Kaustinen fiddle 
music is central in providing the beat for nearly all of our activities. We have received information about 
the nomination process and reviewed the nomination, and we want to give it our support. We feel that the 
nomination also takes the purppuri dance and the Kaustinen festive traditions we nurture into account in 
an appropriate way. Our opinion has been heard, and our activities have been taken into account as a part 
of our shared living tradition. 

 

On behalf of the Puumala purppuri group, Kaustinen, 26 January 2020 

 

Kai-Eerik Känsälä 

Group leader 





To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 

We are young folk musicians from Kaustinen, 13–15 years old. We play folk music from 
Kaustinen as well as other folk music in various contexts, such as the group called Näppärit. 
People of all ages, both young and old, play in Näppärit. We have heard about the 
nomination in different contexts, such as Näppärit training sessions and from our parents. 
 
We support the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription on UNESCO’s List 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage, because playing music is important to us. We have the 
chance to play with good friends of ours, and we enjoy the music we play. We have grown 
up surrounded by the Kaustinen fiddle tradition, and we hope that the tradition will continue 
and that future generations can also experience the same thing. 
 
 
Kaustinen, 21 January 2020 
 
Esko Huntus 
Hilma Kangas 
Veera Paavola 
Veikko Virkkala 
 
 
 
 
  





To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
 
Consent to the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription on UNESCO’s Representative 
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
 
I am a dance teacher (BA), 35 years old, majoring in Finnish folk dance. I live in Jyväskylä, a city with 
approximately 140,000 inhabitants, located 200 km from Kaustinen. I have practiced the tradition 
nominated for inscription on the list my whole life. I started folk dance as a hobby when I was 3 years old 
and playing the fiddle when I was 6 years old.  
 
I was born in Kaustinen, and I feel that I practice the tradition even though I no longer live in Kaustinen. 
With the music from Kaustinen, I can always come home – to the safe and familiar environment; it reminds 
me of my roots, without which I would not be who I am: an artist and a teacher. In my opinion, awareness 
of one’s own roots, both mental and physical, is one of the most important values a person can have. 
 
I feel privileged, because I had the chance to grow up surrounded by the music and dance from Kaustinen. 
Without the strong support of the community, I would not be a dance teacher with an awareness of 
tradition. My growth from an amateur to a professional has been supported by the Kaustinen fiddle 
tradition in its many forms. In addition to the phenomenon offering mental resources, it raises you to 
become a versatile professional. I use the Kaustinen tradition in my work weekly, from the point of view of 
music or dance. 
 
The Kaustinen folk music and dance have always belonged together. Inscription on the List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage may help strengthen this connection and create visibility for folk music and dance, which 
compete with mainstream culture for people’s time. In my opinion, the key to remaining viable is to lean 
strongly on the tradition along with actively living and developing with the times. Today, the information 
and skills are transferred to children, young people and adults through hobby activities. 
 
I have participated in drawing up the nomination by responding to the online survey in the spring of 2019 
and by commenting on the draft nomination in the autumn of 2019. I am aware that my responses were 
included in the process and that they have helped with drawing up the nomination. Therefore, I give my 
full support to the nomination. 
 
I strongly support the inscription of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition on UNESCO’s Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, because the Kaustinen fiddle tradition and the other related 
phenomena, dance and music, bring people together and strengthen the community’s feeling of 
togetherness. The selection for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity may act as an eye-opening impulse, and it may also help other communities and individuals to 
understand the value of their traditions. 
 
 
Jyväskylä, 12 February 2020  
   Paula Kettu 

Dance teacher 
 





To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

 

Consent to the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription on UNESCO’s Representative 
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

 

I moved to Kaustinen five years ago, and I did not have much contact with folk music before moving to the 
area. For me, learning about the Kaustinen fiddle music and tradition first began with my children, when 
they started folk dance as a hobby before reaching school age. Folk dance was an easy choice for a hobby, 
because most of the children’s friends also did folk dance; because I had moved to the area only recently, it 
seemed very unusual for me. At the same time, I also came into contact with the Kaustinen fiddle tradition, 
because even the performances of the youngest dancers were accompanied by live musicians in 
accordance with the tradition. 
 
As a natural progression, my children also started to play the fiddle as a hobby when they reached 
preschool age. From the start, the community spirit in fiddling stood out. The children were excited about 
the Näppäri activities, where beginners played together with more experienced musicians. 
 
I also became interested in fiddling through my children’s hobbies. A fiddle group for adult beginners 
started in the area, and it was easy to join. I also participated in a Näppäri course with the children; it was 
an unforgettable experience that included performing at the festival. If children are enchanted by the 
Näppäri activities, those who have only started playing as adults are equally drawn into them. Without the 
community, playing together and the atmosphere it creates, I would not have started this new hobby. Now 
I continue my hobby in the folk music group for adults, which gathers the musicians in the area together 
every week. The musicians include both young and old people, new enthusiasts as well as master 
musicians. Nevertheless, folk music and the joy of playing together are in the main role.  
 
The Kaustinen-style folk music does not only consist of playing old songs; it is a living tradition that is 
reshaped again and again when new generations join and make old songs their own, adapting them into 
their own kind of heritage for future generations. 
 
When I heard about the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription on UNESCO’s 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, I was fully in agreement. Even though 
my roots are elsewhere, I recognised the special characteristics of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition mentioned 
in the nomination in my own environment. I have had the chance to influence the nomination by 
participating in a survey, where I could state my own opinion on how I experience the Kaustinen fiddle 
tradition and how it is visible in my everyday life.  
 
 
Kaustinen, 9 January 2020 
 
    Antti Nevala 
 





To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
 
NOMINATION OF THE KAUSTINEN FIDDLE TRADITION FOR INSCRIPTION ON 
UNESCO’S REPRESENTATIVE LIST OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF 
HUMANITY 
                                              
                                             CONSENT TO THE NOMINATION 
 
 
The mindscape of my early childhood in the 1950s shows the life in the village of Nikula in 
Kaustinen. My family on both my mother’s and father’s sides has lived in the village of Nikula 
since the early 17th century. The families of my mother and father have always sung and played 
music. On my father’s side, there are fiddlers from wedding musicians to the winners of folk music 
contests. 
 
There was plenty of music and singing in my childhood family. My own earliest experiences of 
making music took place in my father’s lap, searching for the chords of the harmonium used as 
accompaniment – my feet did not yet reach the pedals. The musical scenery of my childhood had no 
events, festive occasions or parties where music did not play a central role. 
 
In the south–west direction, Kaustinen is bordered by Swedish-speaking neighbouring 
municipalities, and I found my wife in Teerijärvi across the linguistic border. This is how the 
Finland-Swedish culture of traditions, music and customs became a part of the everyday life and 
festivities of my family. Through my children’s music studies, I also learned more about the 
Finland-Swedish folk music. I became interested in the relationship between the Kaustinen fiddle 
tradition and the tradition across the linguistic border and began to study it. This study resulted a 
few years ago in the creation of a book of sheet music, a CD, workshops, concerts and materials for 
the use of music schools and enthusiasts, among other things. All this consists of a living interaction 
of wedding music from Kaustinen and across the linguistic border. 
 
While working as a teacher, I have also been able to use music as an educational tool. A wedding 
march from Kaustinen that is a couple of hundred years old may have played at the school assembly 
hall – afterwards, the study of mathematics has been even more enthusiastic! I have also aimed to 
continue the Kaustinen fiddle tradition as the leader of a folk music group in adult education. In 
addition to my own personal family ensemble, I continue the fiddle tradition in my extended 
family’s folk music ensemble (Nikulan Pelimannit) as well as the joint performance of musicians 
from Kaustinen at the Kaustinen Folk Music Festival every year whenever possible.  
 
As described above, the Kaustinen fiddle tradition has been engraved deep into my soul. It is 
intangible cultural heritage imbibed with the ”mother’s milk” – a part of natural social culture. The 
pieces of music inherited from the folk musicians of the past are played at all celebrations of my 
own and extended family as well as at more ordinary meetings. The tradition continues in my own 
daughters and grandchildren, even crossing genre borders; in that case, an old wedding drinking 
march from Kaustinen can take the shape of a jazz waltz with a jazz band. 
 
After familiarising myself with the UNESCO nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition, I find it 
easy to approve its contents and warmly support the nomination.  
  
Pietarsaari, 13 January 2020 _____________________________________ 
                                                            Heikki Nikula 
                                       Teacher of mathematics, physics and chemistry, retired. B.Sc.  





KAUSTISEN KUNTA 
PL 10 

69601 KAUSTINEN 
www.kaustinen.fi

EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT FOR THE NOMINATION OF THE KAUSTINEN FIDDLE TRADITION 
FOR INSCRIPTION ON UNESCO’S REPRESENTATIVE LIST OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF HUMANITY 

On behalf of the Municipality of Kaustinen and its residents, we express the support of our 
municipality for the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription on 
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and our 
commitment to the measures presented in the nomination. 

The Kaustinen fiddle tradition and the related customs and traditions are a part of the 
everyday life of our municipality and its residents and an important part of our roots and 
community spirit. It strongly defines our local identity and creates a rich cultural growth 
environment for the young people of our municipality. It is precisely through our young 
people that we experience our cultural heritage as a living, renewing thing in the everyday 
life of our municipality, because they also boldly create new elements in our cultural activ-
ities. Other people who have moved into the area from elsewhere are also inspired to think 
about their own cultural heritage and background when they encounter our local living 
tradition. 

During this council term, the Municipality of Kaustinen is preparing a municipal living her-
itage strategy in order to include the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in munic-
ipal planning with regard to matters such as the school curriculum and local infrastructure. 

As an external member, a representative of the municipality has participated in the working 
group preparing the nomination for UNESCO’s list; the working group has also provided 
information to the decision-making bodies of our municipality at different stages of the 
work on the nomination. 

Kaustinen, 5 February 2020 

Arto Alpia  Jouni Koskinen 

Mayor  Chair of the Municipal Board 

 





 

 

 

To the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
Kaustinen College of Music (Kaustisen musiikkilukio)  is a national specialist upper secondary 
school established in 1976. The school has been awarded the national development responsibility 
for music until 2025 by the Ministry of Education and Culture.  

Kaustinen College of Music provides education in a music and a general programme as well as 
according to the adult curriculum. The average number of students per academic year is 150–160. 
More than half of the students have chosen the music programme. The school aims to facilitate 
versatile study methods and participatory assessment.  
 
In the framework of the national development responsibility for music, Kaustinen College of Music 
both creates and offers pedagogical solutions for music education in basic education and secondary 
schools. Creating a comprehensive folk and world music teaching package for the use of the Finnish 
education system is one of the central tasks of Kaustinen College of Music. This is why Kaustinen 
College of Music started training Finnish music teachers in autumn 2019.  
 
Kaustinen College of Music has studied the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for 
inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and 
states that it commits to the measures mentioned in the nomination that concern Kaustinen 
Kaustinen College of Music. 
 
 
Kaustinen, 30 January 2020 
 
 
 
Ilona Salomaa-Uusitalo 
Principal of the Kaustinen College of Music 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Kaustisen musiikkilukio, Meerbuschintie 1, FI-69600 Kaustinen, Finland 
tel. +358 40 5561783, email: kamulu@kaustinen.fi 

www.musiikkilukio.net 
 





 
 
 

Central Ostrobothnia 

CONSERVATORY 
KOKKOLA ,, 

 
 
 

To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
 
 
 
 

The Central Ostrobothnia Conservatory has studied the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription 
on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and states that it commits to the 
measures mentioned in the nomination that concern the Central Ostrobothnia Conservatory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kokkola, 31 January 2020 
 

Heikki Aho 
Principal 
Central Ostrobothnia Conservatory 
Pitkänsillankatu 16 
FI-67100 Kokkola, Finland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Ostrobothnia Conservatory 
Mellersta Österbottens konservatorium 
Pitkänsillankatu 16, FI-67100 Kokkola, Finland 
tel. +358 (06) 824 1300. fax +358 (06) 824 1350 
www.kpkonsa.fi 





 
 
 
Perhonjokilaakso Community College (Perhonjokilaakson kansalaisopisto) 
Koulukuja 1 
FI-69700 Veteli 
Finland 
info(at)perhonjokilaaksonkansalaisopisto.fi 
+358505790151/+358505790163 
 
 
 
 
To the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage 
 

The Perhonjokilaakso Community College (Perhonjokilaakson 
kansalaisopisto) started its operation in 1970. It operates in Haisua, 
Kaustinen, Perho and Veteli municipalities. Nearly 3,000 students attend 
courses organised by the college each year. The college organises 6,500–
7,000 education hours annually, half of which are music education. Violin has 
been a part of the curriculum since the beginning of the centre’s operations 
and enthusiasm for the violin is still going strong. 
 
We support the nomination of the Kaustinen fiddle tradition for inscription on 
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
and confirm that our organisation will commit to the measures mentioned in 
the nomination concerning the Perhonjokilaakso Community College. 

 
 
Veteli, 12 February 2020 
 
 
 
Johanna Järvelä   Aino Salo 
Chair of the Board of Directors  Principal 
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