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To: FDRE Ministry of Culture and Tourism
To: FDRE Ministry of Culture and Tourism: Authority for Research and Conservation of

/7 Cultural Heritage

Subject: Request for the inscription of Shadey/ Ashendive/ Solel Young Girl’s festival by

UNESCO as intangible cultural heritage to be human representative list

Shadey/Ashenediye/ Solel which is celebrated every year from August 22-27 in most parts of
Amhara Regional State especially in Waghmera Administrative zone, North Wollo ( in Lasta-
Lalibela ., Raya-kobo and Mekite districts),North Gondar, South Gondar and in East Gojjam
Administrative zones. This intangible cultural heritage has so many social-cultural, economic and
political significances for the people of the Region in general and the sustainability of the cultural
heritage in particular. Because of this significance, the people of the Region, Religious Leaders

and the Governments are now asking Us to present their question and need for the Ministry and

the Authority to be inscribed by UNESCO as intangible cultural heritage.
Therefore, we have send to you our interest and the peoples request to be inscribed by UNESCO
as intangible cultural heritage and we attached the overview (history, significance, ceremonial

process) of the cultural practice of the festival.

Cop//

Nehemislf Abje Ejign
Heritage onservation & .
Preservation Directorate Directo
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1. Meaning of Shadey/Ashendiye/ Solel

It is a girls and young women's festival in most parts of Amhara region especially in Waghemera
Administrative zone, in North Wollo ( lasta-lalibela ,Mekit and Raya-kobo),in South Gondar, North
Gondar and East Gojjam zone. The green plant leaf that grows around the river sides of the
surrounding  estimated at around 80-90 cm (31-35 in) minimum height that girls wear around their

waists during the holiday.

The festival is celebrated once in a year in relation to the end of Orthodox Christians “Filseta”
fasting starting from August 22 up to 27. The reason why this celebration day selected is that
because of the end of Ethiopian summer rainy season and the growing of flowers on the
mountains, gorges, & plateaus followed by the beginning and promotion of New Year which
indicates the hope of bright feature of peoples, and also they acknowledge their God for peaceful

reaching of the New Year.

2. Celebration of Shadey/ Ashendiye/ solel

This festival is one of the spectacular intangible cultural heritages practiced in Ethiopia. It is
celebrated by women, children and mainly by virgin ladies. During the festival period women’s
should free from any burden of task and responsibility at home. In the reverse they should go to
square and field to reflect their feeling, tendency, hope,l belief, attitude, philosophy, affection,
and sorrow, happiness through music, dance, poem and folklore in a group. Due to this reason

the festival is said to be locally, the declaration of freedom in women in general.

On the main day of the festival different social practices, arts, festive events, showing and selling
traditional handicrafts are performed by community. Such as, singing the nation’s cultural music
using traditional instruments, dancing (locally known as shadey/ Ashendiye / Solel), clothing’s,

ornaments, jewelleries, hairstyle, and poems.

The festival is presented at large level by young and adult women groups with no segregation of
age. Performers in the festival begins their celebration from home to church in order to

, second from church to the houses of




elders in order to get blessing and reward (money and in kind), followed by making trip to square

in order to participate in the festival collectively, and finally, they had return back to their home.

The knowledge and practices associated to the festival such as handicraft works, honourable
cultural goods, weapons, music instruments and more than 30 different music’s dances poems,
cultural dressings, and local cuisines and drinks are the cultural expressions. These cultural
practices were constantly celebrated every year, for more than twenty one centuries. All the local
communities are the bearers of the knowledge and practitioner of the element. Extra to their
roles and responsibilities associated to the element, all members of the community are
voluntarily go to street, home to home, square and field venues to celebrate the festival. The
transmission of these practices to the next generation through democratic participation of the
nation peoples. Virgin young ladies every year, women, elders, religious fathers, youths, and
traditional local association (Edir) leaders strongly involved in the transmission of the element.
All these concerned bodies taught the values and practical experience of the element to the
young generation through formal and informal schools. Besides they are constantly protect this

intangible cultural heritage from acculturation (cultural modification) and cultural assimilation.

3. Some Significances of celebration of Shadey/ Ashenedye/ Solel Young Girl’s festival

The Shadey/ Ashendiye/ Solel festival has its own social, cultural, economic and political
significance to the peoples of Waghemera, North Wollo( Lasta lalibela,Raya-kobo),South
Gondar, North Gondar and East Gojjam and some parts of Amhara Regional state.

Social significance: The festival creates great opportunity for family, friends and relatives
reunion who are living far from their earlier birth place, it strengths family and relatives

communication and it built peaceful co-existence among the community and neighbour nations.

Cultural values: It strengths the positive image of local societies culture, lifestyle and promotes
in advance for tourism market, it ensures cultural linkage between local people and the other
nation, nationalities and peoples of Ethiopia, and also it plays an important role in attracting

market opportunity for locally produced cultural music’s and cassettes,

Economic Values: the festival creates market opportunity for locally produced Handicrafts,

traditional cuisine & drinks, Hair makers/decoratgrsé; chg;gmodation institutions and festival
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performer groups getting cash reward. In addition it inspires the local people to participate and
devote their time, energy, material and knowledge for local development and environment

protection works.

Political Values: One of the significance of Shadey/ Ashendiye/ Solel is collecting local, zone,
regional and National higher government officials in one forum and creates conducive situation
to discuss regarding the existed problems and challenges that the local community faces in all

dimensions which seeks special attention from the government.

In general, the festival contributes the strengthening of social interaction and peaceful co-

existence.

4. Participants and roles of shadey/ Ashendiye/ Solel Festival Ceremony

The festival is highly participatory by its nature. The preparation for the festival had started
before 15 days reach to the main festival. Regarding special responsibilities and roles of peoples

and institution for the practice and transmission of the element:

1. Households: are responsible for buying and collecting cultural dressings, jewelleries,
and cultural goods for their children, ladies and women and encourage them to participate
every year. Besides they had to share their knowledge and experience to young

participants, give blessing and reward to participants.

2. Elders: are responsible to give rewards in cash and in kind to Shadey/ Ashendye/ Solel
groups. Such as goats, breads, crops, local drinks and money. Besides they give blessing
to participants, clapping when groups performing their dance and song, protecting

abnormal practices which are new to the area and receiving guests.

3. Youth’s: are responsible for protecting their local group performers from any annoyance
and disturbance groups who came from other villages by accompanying, handling thick
stick, decorating their hairs, with attaching a comb, wearing of short trouser with shirts
and animal skin and hides. Moreover, in this day male youths have the right to choose

their future partner.

4. Children: are responsible for watching the IWahp.;gctlce to grasp practical knowledge
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and experience for future to be good participant.

5. Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church: are responsible for taught the people to

preserve and transmit the element to the next generation.

6. Government: are responsible for preserving the element from acculturation, cultural

assimilation and promoting in advance to get better tourism mark

Generally, the festival has huge significance particularly for women’s. On this day women’s
free from work at home and any social and cultural influence. In the reverse they declare

their freedom to present at square.
5. The Importance of inscribing by UNESCO

The inscribing of Shadey/Ashendiye/ Solel Young Girls festival by UNESCO in the human

representative list has the following importances.

e To maintain the sustainability of the intangible cultural heritage (young Girls
performance and their unique culture).

e To promote the unique young Girls festival as a part of intangible cultural heritage for
the people of world

o To develop awareness of the people of Ethiopian to preserve the Young Girl’s unique
cultural practice.

e To develop the socio cultural value of the intangible heritage among FEthiopian people

e To create job for younger’s.

e To attract more international tourists and to increase economical value of the festival
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To: FDRE Ministry of Culture and Tourism: Authority for Research and
Conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa |

Subject: Request for inscription of Ashenda, Ayniwari and Marya by UNESCO
on the representative list of human intangible cultural heritage
Ashenda,Ayniwari and Marya are colorful cultural festivals of Tigrean girls celebrated

in the last week of August. Bedecked with tender verdant knotted Ashenda grasses
around their waist, Ashenda girls fill the fields and streets dancing, jumping, and singing
accompanied by drums, they own the whole wide land. Arguably thus are taken as
historically sacred and secular feasts, Ashenda, Ayniwari and Marya currently are by and
large cultural rituals. Ashenda, Ayniwari and Marya as folkloric rituals convey much
messages about cultural beliefs, history, philosophy and the people’s co-existence with
the eco-system.

Ashenda, Ayniwari and Marya have potential to be inscribed in UNESCO as intangible
cultural heritage and have so many economical, socio-cultural, political significances for
the people of the region and sustainability of the heritage if it will have a chance to be
property of the world. Therefore, the peoples and the government of Tigrai National
Reigional State are now claiming for inscribing Ashenda, Ayniwari and Marya in the
UNESCO representative list of intangible cultural heritage. Addressing the peoples’ and
the government’s demand is found to be timely, appropriate and urgent. Hence forth, The
Tigrai culture and tourism Bureau is requesting The Authority for Research and
Conservation of Cultural Heritage to meet the need for it is a delegated sate party to the
issue in point. To this end, reasonable written document, video and 50 photographs are
attached with this letter.

\ With regards

)

L Ve o PP o K 124 Mekelle, Tigrai, Ethiopia
0344409360 0344401031 W0344402028  T20344414990

Fax: 034 440 1032 E-mail: Tigrai.tourism@cthone.etwww.tigraitourism.com
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free %e prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -

Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultura] Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultura] Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of various communities, groups, individuals, elders, members of institutions hereby confirmed with our
signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ashenda Ashendye Aynewari Mariya Shadey Solel -
Ethiopian Girls Festival on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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