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Kingdom of Bahrain

Ministry of Culture

Administrative Decision No. (4) of 2018

Regarding the identification and issuance of the Bahraini Intangible Cultural Heritage
Lists

Chairman of Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiguities:
After reading Decree of Law No. (11) of 1995 regarding the protection of antiquities,

And Decree No. (10) of 2015 regarding the establishment of Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiquities,

And after reviewing the agreement of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) regarding the protection of intangible cultural heritage which was
adopted in Paris on 17" of October 2003 and attested as per Decree No. (7) of 2014, as well as
for the purpose of issuing the Bahraini Intangible Cultural Heritage Lists for the protection and
preservation as shown in the agreement and law, the following has been decided:

Article (1)

The Antiquities and Museums and National Heritage Administrations shall be tasked with the
study, identification and issuance of lists that determine all forms of the intangible cultural
heritage in the Kingdom of Bahrain, including but not limited to:

1. The practices, perceptions, forms of expression, knowledge, skills and the related
machines, pieces, crafts and cultural locations.

2. The practices, customs and traditions linked to verbal expression.

3 The arts and traditions that are linked to performances, social practices, rituals and
celebrations.

4. The knowledge and practices that are related to nature, the universe, and the skills
related to traditional handicrafts.
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# |, the signatory to this document, as a legal translator duly licensed and sworn in by the Ministry of Justice, dao hereby
certify that the enclosed translation is correct and identical to the original text.




Article (2)

For the sake of performing their duties stated in the previous article, the assigned
administrations may:

1. Request any information, data, reports, or documents from any groups, individuals, or
specialized departments inside or outside the Authority.

2 Seek help from the experts who specialize in the heritage and antiquities affairs inside or
outside the Authority.

Article (3)

The two administrations shall send periodic reports to the Chairman of the Authority in which
they explain what has been achieved in the require fields, and shall attach lists that show what
has been identified as subjects for the Bahraini intangible cultural heritage that is concerned
with the protection and preservation as per the legal systems referred to in this decision for the
purpose of approving the same and issuing a decision from her excellency. The two
administrations may also present any suggestions to modify the lists in the future.

Article (4)

The employees in the Authority, each in his/her field of specialization, must implement this
decision, which shall be enforced as of the date of signing the same.

(signed)
Chairman of the Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities

Mai Bint Mohamed Al Khalifa

Issued on: 26" of Jumada Al Akhira, 1439 AH
Corresponding to: 14" of March, 2018 AD
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Updated Inventory



Name of Element Date Palms (Al-Nakheel)
Informative Title " Alternatively referred to as: Al-Nakhla, Al-
Zira'a. Agricultural cultivation of the Palm

tree gardens
Registration no. ICH/D4/01

Domain Knowledge and practices concerning
nature and the universe
Community/ies Practicing Bahrain’s farming community

Location Northern and Western villages, Manama
and Muharraq

Origins To be studied
Still in Practice (Yes/No) Yes

Practice Periods Throughout the year

Description

Palm tree gardens are of great importance to the community as
Bahrain was once known as the land of a million palm trees. The
Palm trees are a native tree to Bahrain and have been in existence
for millenniums, However the prosperity of these tree gardens across
the Island was the result of the agricultural cultivation method used in
the beginning of the Islamic era. During this era the people followed
the ways of Islam and the sharia, seen as palm trees were regarded
as one of life’'s wealthy and prosperous trees. Over the years locals
grew fond of this tree which led to the invention of systems and
practices for its preservation. One of these inventions were the water
canal; which were built by the people to preserve and transport water
from the natural springs and aquifers to the agricultural lands,
however today the existence of these canals have vanished due to
the increased development in the island.

Palm tree gardens weren'’t standalone gardens they were actually
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brought by a purpose for serving a community. The way this is known
is that relatives or families would take care of their lands and build
their houses around these gardens, this gave them their wealth as
well as offered them a safe and healthy environment to live in. These
communities are mostly located in agricultural and coastal areas; in
the Northern and western parts of the island, however they can also
be found in cities such as Manama or Muharraq.
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