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Sample of ASER test used in Botswana



Learning Comparison: Phone vs Face-to-Face
Differentiates learning level, similar distributions



Randomized Questions, Parallel Forms Reliability
No statistical difference in correct response



Effort vs Cognitive Skill
Can design test to tease out mechanisms



Cost-effectiveness

PIRLS 2011 Botswana

$62.5 per child

Phone Assessment

$4.40 per child



Takeaways and Future Directions

• Phone-based assessments are promising
• Potential to complement existing testing infrastructure for higher 

frequency, low-stakes diagnostics
• More validation and reliability testing
• Cross-context assessments 
• Take-up is a first-order issue
• Protocols as critical as technical validation of learning constructs
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