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COVID19 has reinforced the importance of good city planning

…And the importance of evidence to inform policy and practice





+Undertake policy-relevant studies



+Understand the policy world we  were trying to influence



+ Partnership with policy-makers and practitioners



Question 1:  Are the underlying domains  of 
liveability associated  with health and wellbeing?

+ Create an exciting scientific enterprise (Badland et al…)



Question 2:  Are there spatial 
variations in access to health-
promoting amenities in 
Melbourne?
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Melbourne’s walkability
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+Influencing policy:  Making sense of the evidence



+Influencing policy:  Making sense of the evidence



Is anyone listening?

Have we had policy impact?



National Government



Local government municipal health planning



State government
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1. Genuine partnerships between academics, policymakers and 
practitioners

2. Research that is policy-relevant

3. Researchers understand the policy world they are trying to 
influence

4. A dynamic high quality scientific enterprise

5. Researchers want to influence policy: they make sense of the 
evidence 

6. Policymakers and practitioners open to learn and to use 
evidence to inform policy and practice

Features of healthy and sustainable learning cities
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