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Adult illiterate population (15+ years)

772,641,202
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A comparison between usual and direct literacy measures
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LITERACY DATA COVERAGE
CURRENTLY, 64 COUNTRIES OUT OF 195 HAVE IMPLEMENTED A DIRECT ASSESSMENT OF 

ADULT LITERACY SKILLS (33% OF COUNTRIES)

Asia & Pacific
22 COUNTRIES OUT OF 
63 (35%)

1

Africa
4 COUNTRIES OUT OF 54 
(7%)

2

Latin America
7 COUNTRIES OUT 32 
(22%)

3

Gaps in literacy data
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North America & Europe
31 COUNTRIES OUT OF 46 
(67%)

4
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Source: UIL
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Where do the data come from?
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INTERNATIONAL ONLY
Three international 
assessments were carried 
out: LAMP from UNESCO, 
STEP from the World Bank 
and, most often, PIAAC from 
OECD. STEP does not assess 
numeracy skills.

NATIONAL ONLY
Bangladesh, Bostwana, 
Lao PDR and Papua New 
Guinea. The four of them 
collected data on both 
literacy and numeracy 
skills.

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
With the exception of Kenya (STEP), all the 
countries have also participated in PIAAC.

EXISTING ASSESSMENTS

Source: UIL



What are the main challenges?
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RESOURCES
Direct assessments are 
more expensive and 
complex to conduct than 
usual household surveys: 
Requirement for high 
financial, human and 
technical resources.

FLEXIBILITY
International assessment 
are highly standardized. 
No additions. No 
adaptations. No flexibility 
in timelines.

TARGET
Cover usually the full 
range of proficiency. Not 
focused on specific 
country needs. Difficulty 
in reaching the most 
vulnerable populations.

OWNERSHIP
Lack of capacity building. 
Ownership of data. 
Opacity of softwares and 
statistical methods. Not 
easy to replicate the 
survey.



The Literacy Assessment and Monitoring Programme (LAMP)
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• Short, includes literacy and numeracy
• Questions field-tested in 10 languages

Cognitive 
instrument

• Focused on professional and daily 
uses of literacy and numeracy skills

• Easily adaptable

Background 
questionnaire

• Documentation and guidelines
• Software package

Sound 
methodology



Modes of delivery
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Paper and pencil
Pre-designed questionnaire
Guidelines for training, administration, scoring and coding

Tablet-based
Multilingual portable tool
Low connectivity

Phone-based
People in geographically isolated or dangerous areas
Low operational costs



UIL can…

• Share the mini-LAMP survey

• Develop new or share existing guidelines

• Provide targeted technical advice

• Engage with donors, ministries and technical 

partners

• Support countries in all phases of 

implementation

More generally, UIL can…

• Help countries in developing their own 

instruments

• Upcoming: provide online training

How to get and implement mini-LAMP?

A UNESCO instrument: Mini-LAMP



Thank you
Learn more: www.uil.unesco.org

@UIL

@uilunesco

@unescouil

http://www.uil.unesco.org/
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