
Numbering at  least 370-500 mil l ion,  indigenous
peoples represent the greater part  of  the world’s
cultural  diversity,  and speak the major share of  the
world’s almost 7000 languages – more than 4000.
Numbering approximately 5% of the world’s
populat ion,  indigenous people are guardians of
some 20% of the world’s terr i tory,  playing a vital
role in the protect ion of biodiversity and natural
cultural  her i tage,  as well  as the management of
natural  resources and the f ight against  cl imate
change.  The protect ion of indigenous peoples is  not
only a human r ights issue but also one of preserving
cultural  diversity and ancestral  wisdom.
 
According to the Coordinat ing Body of Indigenous
Organizat ions of  the Amazon Basin,  there are
already nearly 7,000 cases of  infect ion in the
Amazon Basin,  and there have already been 639
off ic ial  deaths among 93 indigenous nat ional i t ies .
Cases have been reported in al l  Amazon countr ies,
from Bol iv ia ,  Colombia,  Venezuela and Brazi l  to
Guyana,  French Guiana,  Peru,  Ecuador and
Suriname. In the Canadian town of La Loche,  more
than 200 indigenous people in the community have
contracted the virus so far  and two elderly care
home residents died,  according to local  off ic ials .
Meanwhile,  concerned for their  community,  elders
of the Bontoc group in northern Phi l ippines have
imposed since early March a tradit ional  lockdown
called a tengao.   
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Besides being knowledge repositories on the environment,  history,  terr itory,  production of specif ic
artefacts and medicines,  these elders provide polit ical  and spir itual  guidance,  being fundamental in the
struggle for terr itorial  recognit ion.  They remind their  peoples of who they are in a fast-changing world,

Bruna Rocha,  a lecturer in archaeology at  the Federal  University of  Western Pará,  Brazi l .
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Indigenous peoples are also bearers of   intangible cultural  her i tage and some
groups supplement their  income through the sale of
crafts  and  tradit ional   produce.   The Fund for the Development of  Indigenous
Peoples of  Lat in America and the Car ibbean has expressed i ts  concern about
the great vulnerabi l i ty of  indigenous peoples,  s ince they are at  r isk of
physical  or  cultural  disappearance.  I t  est imates that in Lat in America,  some
462 peoples currently have fewer than 3,000 inhabitants and around 200 of
them are in voluntary isolat ion,  al l  in a s i tuat ion of extreme poverty .
Furthermore,  the  Internat ional  Work Group for Indigenous Affairs has
expressed i ts  concerns about the  economic  impl icat ions,  for  example,  c i t ing
The  United Organisat ion for  Batwa  Development  in Uganda,  which
reports  on  how  the lockdown  is  cr ippl ing  their  l ivel ihood.  More worryingly
st i l l ,  the disappearance of elders puts in per i l  inter-generat ional  transmission
of culture and tradit ional  knowledge.
 
According to the  United Nations  Special  Rapporteur on the r ights of
indigenous peoples,   José Francisco Cal i   Tzay,  the  tradit ional  l i festyles  of
indigenous  peoples’   can create greater r isks of  spreading infect ion when
they involve large gatherings to mark events l ike harvests,  or  l iv ing in mult i-
generat ional  housing with elderly family members.  Indigenous people
also  suffer  from a relat ively high degree of socio-economic marginal izat ion
that makes them more vulnerable.  In his statement on 18 May,  the Special
Rapporteur   also expressed concern for indigenous communit ies affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic,  saying that in  many countr ies,  states of  emergency
are exacerbat ing the marginal isat ion of  indigenous communit ies .   He cal led
for  urgent special  measures  to  be put in place to ensure avai labi l i ty and
access to cultural ly-appropriate medical  services.  
 
He further implored that the r ights to development,  self-determinat ion and
lands,  terr i tor ies and resources be guaranteed,  in order for  indigenous
peoples to manage the cr is is  and advance sustained development and
environmental  protect ion.   In some countr ies,  he stated,  consultat ions with
indigenous peoples – as well  as environmental  impact assessments -  are
being abruptly suspended in order to force through megaprojects relat ing to
agribusiness,  mining,  dams and  infrastructure.  The s ituat ion of indigenous
peoples highl ights the issue of cultural  discr iminat ion of many groups
around the world,  part icularly in terms of accessing adequate health care
during this pandemic.

José Francisco Cali Tzay, Special Rapporteur for the
rights of indigenous people - a Maya Kaqchikel from
Guatemala (18 May, 2020)

The pandemic is teaching us that we need to change: we
need to value the collective over the individual and
build inclusive societies that respect and protect
everyone. It is not only about protecting our health.
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Now more than ever ,  we need to  recognise ,  incorporate ,  and support
cul tura l  concerns  in  our  response to  the  cr is i s  and p lann ing for  the
recovery .  …Overa l l ,  responses  to  th is  pandemic  should  a im to  be
inc lus ive  and look  at  a  broader  f ramework  of  inequal i ty  and
chal lenges  to  susta inable  development ,  inc lud ing c l imate  change and
disaster  r i sk  reduct ion .  …  
 
But  we too  of ten  fa i l  to  rea l i se  that  cu l ture  i s  both  a  source  of
insp i ra t ion  and a  means  of  rea l i s ing  our  thoughts  and ideas ,  that
cul ture  makes  i t  poss ib le  to  mend the  soc ia l  fabr ic ,  to  forge new
forms of  so l idar i ty ,  to  create  new spaces  in  which  to  draw the  energy
needed to  meet  together  the  in tense chal lenges  fac ing us…
 
We have an  opportun i ty  to  bu i ld  back  bet ter ,  des ign ing pol ic ies  that
a l low cul ture  to  fu l f i l  i t s  ro le .  Do ing so  wi l l  prov ide  a  more
comprehens ive  f rame to  understand our  wor ld  and make for  s t ronger ,
more  innovat ive ,  more  to lerant  and more  res i l ient  communi t ies
tomorrow. "

Whilst  the  health consequences of the  pandemic are
now  part icularly  affect ing  some countr ies of  the Americas  and  a few
countr ies in Afr ica,  the disrupt ive effect on the cultural  sector had
sometimes been felt  well    before  cases of  infect ion are detected.   Despite
the impact being felt  at  different t imes and in different ways in  var ious
countr ies around the world,  i t  is  beginning to become clear that there wil l
be a profound impact on the cultural  sector in the long term. 
 
Civ i l  society groups  envisage that the post-pandemic  world can open new
horizons  to use culture  to “bui ld back better” .   A coal i t ion of
several   internat ional  and regional  c iv i l  society organizat ions,  the Culture
2030 Goal Campaign off ic ial ly launched i ts   cal l  for  act ion at  the end
of May,    advocat ing  for the role of  culture in the  longer term response to the
cr is is :

RESPONSE: INTERNATIONAL  CIVIL SOCIETY

The Culture  2030 Campaign is  a  coal i t ion  of  several  internat ional  or  regional  C iv i l  Society  Organizat ions :  
IFACCA,   IFCCD,   Agenda 21  for  cu l ture  (UCLG) ,   Cul ture  Act ion  Europe,   Ar ter ia l  Network ,   In ternat ional  Mus ic
Counc i l ,   ICOMOS,   IFLA   and the  Lat inoamer ican  Network  of  Ar ts  for  Soc ia l  Transformat ion .

#Culture2030
Goal Campaign
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From  Wor ld  Her i tage s i tes   to   Creat ive
Ci t ies ,  UNESCO par tners  and teams jo in
forces  aga inst  COVID-19 ,  to  br ing  out  the
best  in  our  shared humani ty  through
cul ture ,  in format ion  and so l idar i ty .
 
Fu l l  in teract ive  map access ib le  here :

In  Bol i v i a ,  the  Min is t ry  of  Cul ture  and
Tour ism has  launched a  campaign to
connect  people  to  Bol iv ian  cul ture  whi ls t
in  lockdown,  prov id ing  v ideos  content  of
museums,  concer ts  and food

In  A l b a n i a ,  The House of  Leaves
Museum  is  ca l l ing  for  personal  s tor ies  f rom
ci t i zens  to  document  the  impact  of  COVID-

19  for  i t s  exh ib i t ion   “A lban ia  and Corona
Exh ib i t ion-  Your  s tory  i s  par t  o f  h is tory ”

In  L e b a n o n ,  UNESCO par tnered wi th   the
NGO MEADOWS in  organ iz ing  a  V i r tua l
Mask  Ar t  Exh ib i t ion  wi th  250 ar t i s ts  f rom
120 countr ies  cont r ibut ing
to   the   f ight  aga inst  COVID-19

EXAMPLES OF GLOBAL RESPONSE TO COVID-19

In  N e w Z e a l a n d ,  the  government  i s
invest ing  an  ext ra  NZD $4  mi l l ion   (USD,

2 .59  mi l l ion )  to  boost  c reat ive  learn ing
programmes and prov ide  employment

for  300 ar t i s ts  

 

STORIES OF CONFINEMENT

ARTISTS FOR RESILIENCE

ARTS EDUCATION

CONNECTING PEOPLE AND CULTURE  

In  N i g e r i a ,   the  COVID-19  has  set
up a  Pres ident ia l  Task  Force  that

has  a  cu l tura l  a rm contr ibut ing  to
ra is ing  awareness  through cul tura l

messag ing and comedy
performances

RAISING AWARENESS

EXPLORE INITIATIVES & STORIES
FROM UNESCO NETWORKS

EN FR

The  S i n g a p o r e  Book Counc i l  has
organ ized an  onl ine  Book I l lus t ra tors ’

Gal lery ,  as  par t  o f  i t s  Annual  As ian
Fest iva l  o f  Ch i ldren ’s  Content

CREATIVITY IN CONFINEMENT

RESPONSE: INTERNATIONAL  CIVIL SOCIETY

https://en.unesco.org/covid19/initiatives
https://fr.unesco.org/covid19/initiatives


The book publ ishing industry has taken a hit  around the world due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.  Est imated  in 2017  to be worth 122 bi l l ion
euros  (USD  139  bn) ,   books are also a key  domain  in the
cultural   sector .   Books  provide  an opening on to the imaginat ive world of
others and  enr ich us  with their  creat iv i ty ,  shaping our perception of  the
world.   Furthermore,  translat ions of  books  promote  a
greater understanding of  the values,  act ions,  accumulated wisdom,  tradit ions
and thoughts of  the people from  other parts of   the world,  contr ibut ing to
intercultural   dialogue.   Books are also  one of the main tools for
educat ion,   including in adult  educat ion target ing  the  773
mil l ion  i l l i terate adults around the world.
 
Singapore has seen i ts  book sales fal l  by 65% this year due to
the  pandemic  whilst  the  Argentinian  Nat ional  Scient i f ic  and Technical
Research Counci l  showed that 71% of the publ ishers conf irmed that sales fel l
by more than 60% in Apri l .   The German Publ ishers and Booksellers
Associat ion est imates that i t  lost  half  a bi l l ion euros in four weeks in the
country .  Meanwhile,  more than half  of  the UK’s small  publ ishers fear they
could be out of  business by the autumn as a result  of  the coronavirus
pandemic,  according to research by  The Bookseller ,  which also est imates
that ,  pr ior  to the pandemic,  global  ebook sales accounted for 19% of total
book sales by revenue,  and 36% of the number of  books sold.  Book fairs have
been cancelled around the world,  from Colombia to Bahrein .  Meanwhile,  in
Tanzania,  the National  Swahil i  Counci l  that offers translat ion services,  the
cert i f icat ion of  books and other tra ining such as book edit ing,  has seen i ts
act iv i t ies reduced as there is  a lack of  demand.    
 
Governments  and nat ional   l ibrar ies,   as well  as  publ ishing civ i l  society
organizat ions,  have responded  to the  impact of  the  pandemic.  Whilst
the  ent ire  sector  –  especial ly authors  themselves  –  needs support   from the
publ ic authorit ies,   l i terary professionals and organizat ions have also
been  working to  ensure that l i terature can be a source of sol idar i ty and
inclusion.  Through onl ine platforms,  there have been  init iat ives  to expand
access and spur innovat ion.

SPOTLIGHT ON... BOOKS AND THE PUBLISHING INDUSTRY

Tianjin Binhai Library, China (MVRDV)
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In Serbia ,  the University Library of  Belgrade and NGO Adl igat Society / Lazić
Library have digital ised relevant content about epidemics,  the treatment of
infect ious diseases and medicine in general ,  f rom the late 19th century unt i l
today.  The Korean Publ ishers ’  Associat ion collected 14,000 books donated
by 102 publ ishers through the COVID-19 book donat ion campaign,  which
were distr ibuted to pat ients in quarant ine.  In addit ion to providing f inancial
support  for  the purchase of books by local  authors,  Maurit ius is  also funding
the production of  collect ions of  short  stor ies by local  authors on their
COVID-19 experience in e-book format .  In a s imilar  move,  the Ministry of
Culture of  Jordan ,  in  cooperat ion with the Crown Pr ince’s Foundation,  have
launched the “Dai ly Writ ings in the Times of Corona” award,  to present
stor ies detai l ing dai ly l i fe dur ing the current pandemic.  In Italy  a  performing
arts event Racconti  per Ricominciare (Stor ies to Start  Over)  wi l l  take place in
royal  bui lding and her itage s ites around the town of Naples with
presentat ions of  monologues written by contemporary authors .  

Haiti  has created new exchange mechanisms between the Department of
Books and writers,  encouraging them to produce l i terary works during the
confinement .  One of the pr ior i t ies of  the  Minister of  Culture of  Paraguay  is  to
strengthen the publ ishing and l ibrary sector ,  pr ior i t iz ing the acquis i t ion of
nat ional  edit ions and the provis ion to the country's publ ic l ibrar ies,  in order
to keep the publ ishing sector act ive in the face of the suspension of book
fairs and the closing of bookstores.  In Norway ,  the Minister of  Culture
announced NOK 100 mil l ion (USD 10,6 mil l ion)  to ensure that writers can
continue their  art ist ic work,  whilst  the United Arab Emirates  has set up a
AED 1mil l ion (USD 272,257)  fund for the book industry .  In Turkey ,  the
publ ishing sector is  on the l ist  of  “sectors affected by force majeure” and the
appropriate measures are under considerat ion.  In Egypt ,  the Minister of
Culture has pledged to make a donat ion to the Egyptian Publ ishers
Associat ion.  In Brazil  the National  Union of Book Publ ishers (SNEL) regularly
updates on COVID-19 related act ion of  government,  part icularly on
the Emergency Employment and Income maintenance programme.  

LITERATURE FOR SOLIDARITY, MEMORY AND HOPE

2

SUPPORT FOR PUBLISHING AND AUTHORS

1

Book-Of-Life-Butterflies, Kristen Moeller

We wi l l  cont inue to  convince pol icy  makers  of  the
importance of  copyr ight  as  an  enabler  of  creat iv i ty  and
innovat ion ,  whi le  at  the  same t ime f ight ing  for  our
freedom to  publ ish  whatever  we th ink  appropr iate .
Hugo Setzer ,Pres ident ,  In ternat ional  Publ ishers  Assoc ia t ion  

SPOTLIGHT ON... BOOKS AND THE PUBLISHING INDUSTRY
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The  Jamaican  National  Library is  helping secondary-school students to
prepare their  School-Based Assessments via i ts  onl ine resource.   Educat ional
Publ ishers have  al lowed  books to be uploaded to the  Kenya  Inst i tute of
Curr iculum Development cloud platform, free of  charge during the lockdown
period.   In celebrat ion of  the Internat ional  Day of Archives,  the National
Direct ion of  Librar ies and Archives in  El Salvador   invited  cit izens  to reflect
on the importance of those resources with regard to the history of  the
country .   In  Georgia ,   publ ishers have  united  with pr ivate-sector e-book
platforms to provide free access to al l  Georgian e-books,  including for
educat ion.   F inal ly ,  in the  Dominican Republic ,  the  virtual  Book and Culture
Show 2020,  organised by the Minister of  Culture,  carr ied the theme
“Literature and Startups:  looking to the future. ”

With the cancellat ion of  many book fairs several  organizers switched to
digital  format,  such as Nigeria’s Ake Fest ival .  The onl ine l i terary fest ival
Afrol i t  San Front ières,  founded by author and publ isher Zukiswa Wanner,  was
held onl ine three t imes s ince the beginning of the year,  promoting Afr ican
l i terature across the cont inent and in the diaspora.  In Mongolia ,  the Ulan
Bator Book Fest ival  was held early June in both onl ine and off l ine formats.
During Afr ican Heritage Month,  the National  Library of  Colombia presented
onl ine anthologies of  poems from female writers of  Afr ican descent .  The f i rst
  cultural  magazine Afkar Magazine in Jordan  -  which covers l i terature,
cr i t ic ism and publ ishing creat ive works of  poetry,  short  stor ies and theatre –
wil l  be made avai lable onl ine by the Ministry of  Culture.  In Saudi Arabia ,  the
Ministry of  Culture launched a Reading Marathon init iat ive open to age
groups,  with a dedicated website to share quotes,  in order to encourage
reading during conf inement .  

LITERATURE FOR EDUCATION AND INNOVATION
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INNOVATING TO PROMOTE ACCESS TO LITERATURE

3

Arabic Books in Amsterdam, Micmode

Safeguarding publ ishers  and promot ing the  local
knowledge industry  is  the  need of  the  hour  as  the
pandemic  has  proven beyond doubt  the  eff icacy  of
the  book as  the  most  susta inable  tool  for  spreading
awareness ,  promot ing values  of  peace and
coexistence,  and encouraging cultural  d ia logue.
Sheikha  Bodour  b int  Sul tan  Al  Qas imi ,  founder  and pres ident
of  the  Emirates  Publ ishers  Assoc ia t ion ,  EPA

SPOTLIGHT ON... BOOKS AND THE PUBLISHING INDUSTRY



Upcoming Resil iArt  edit ions
 
Senegal  (21  June,  9,  27 July,  13,  31 August)  |   Global:
Global Foundation for the Performing Arts (22 June)
Iberoamerica :  UNESCO (18 June,  16 July)  |  Cameroon
(18 June) |  Saudi Arabia  (18 June) Global :  UNESCO
with Mémoire de l ’avenir  (19 June) Central  Africa
(covering 10 countr ies)  (19 June) |  Union
internationale de la marionette  (22,  29 June,  6 13 20,
27 July)  |    Europe/Canada  (22 June) |  Canada  (23
June) |  Kazakhstan  (24 June) |  Pakistan  (24 June) |
Kenya  (25 June) |  Mexico (25 June) |  UNESCO/UN75
(26 June) |    China  (7  July )  |  Canada  (July 7)  |  Pakistan
(8 July)  |  Senegal (9 July)  |  Russia (13 July)   |  Senegal
(27 July,  13,  31 August
 
For more information cl ick here

EVENTS

UN Special  Rapporteur on the r ights of   indigenous peoples  (18 May)

UNESCO Pol icy on Engaging with Indigenous Peoples

Culture #2030 Goal Statement

 

FIND OUT MORE. . .

This update is published by UNESCO

To contribute, please send inputs to: platform.culture2030@unesco.org 

Follow us on social media: #ShareCulture

USEFUL LINKS

ADVOCACY MATERIALS

Click on the image to see UNESCO's platform of

living heritage experiences and the COVID-19

pandemic

Click on the image to see the Compendium

of measures for the 2005 Convention on

the Protection and Promotion of the

Diversity of Cultural Expressions

 

https://ich.unesco.org/en/living-heritage-experiences-and-the-covid-19-pandemic-01123
https://en.unesco.org/creativity/covid-19
http://bit.ly/ResiliArt!
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25893&LangID=E
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/in/documentViewer.xhtml?v=2.1.196&id=p::usmarcdef_0000262748&file=/in/rest/annotationSVC/DownloadWatermarkedAttachment/attach_import_836565dc-3b02-4953-854f-f4358f32bc3f%3F_%3D262748eng.pdf&locale=en&multi=true&ark=/ark:/48223/pf0000262748/PDF/262748eng.pdf#%5B%7B%22num%22%3A55%2C%22gen%22%3A0%7D%2C%7B%22name%22%3A%22XYZ%22%7D%2C0%2C624%2Cnull%5D
http://www.agenda21culture.net/sites/default/files/files/documents/multi/en_culture2030goal_declaration_culture_and_covid19.pdf

