
GAML 7: PROGRESS ON POLICY 
LINKING FOR MEASURING 
GLOBAL LEARNING OUTCOMES

October 2020



Policy Linking for Measuring Global Learning Outcomes Progress

Section 1

Methodology 
Overview



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 4.1.1

Target 4.1

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, 
equitable and quality primary and secondary education 
leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes

Indicator 4.1.1
4.1.1 Proportion of children and young people: (a) in grades 2/3; (b) at the 
end of primary; and (c) at the end of lower secondary achieving at least a 

minimum proficiency level in (i) reading and (ii) mathematics, by sex
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Assessments are not comparable because…

• Differences in content / language
• Differences in assessment difficulty
• Lack of benchmarks
• Lack of low-cost methodologies to express results on the same 

scale

What is needed to address these challenges?

• Definition of a common knowledge and/or skills to measure
• Definition of common expectations for proficiency 

(performance standards)
• Definition of a methodology for harmonizing data from 

different contexts on the same scale

CHALLENGES OF REPORTING TO SDG 4.1.1
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/deepblue66/13147777535/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


WHAT IS POLICY LINKING?

Low-cost, practical method that relies on 
panelists’ judgments to link assessments to the 

Global Proficiency Framework (GPF) 
for reporting on 

SDG 4.1.1
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LINKING TO THE GLOBAL PROFICIENCY FRAMEWORK
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SETTING BENCHMARKS FOR MULTIPLE ASSESSMENTS
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Source: Davis, Ferdous, Kelly, et. al., Policy Linking Toolkit for Measuring Global Learning Outcomes, October 2020



BENEFITS OF POLICY LINKING FOR SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT
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PRE-WORKSHOP 
4.1.1 REVIEW PANEL 

VALIDITY REVIEW

POLICY LINKING 
WORKSHOP

OPTION: S tudy to 
identify why the  gaps  
exis t and subsequent 
inte rventions  to ta rge t 

those  gaps

IDENTIFICATION OF 
GAPS IN LEARNING 

OUTCOMES

PERCENTAGE POINT 
IMPROVEMENT IN 
OUTCOMES FOR 

TRACKING

PERCENT OF 
LEARNERS MEETING 

GLOBAL MINIMUM 
PROFICIENCY 

REPORTED TO UIS

ASSESSMENT 
BENCHMARKS

RATING ON LEVEL OF 
ALIGNMENT BETWEEN 

ASSESSMENT(S) AND GPF

INFORMATION ON LEVEL OF 
ALIGNMENT BETWEEN 

CURRICULUM AND 
ASSESSMENT

OPTIONS: 

- Adapt 
assessment and/or 
curriculum to 
improve  a lignment 
(cons ider other 
parts  of the  
sys tem)

-Work to bring 
assessment (and 
other sys tem 
aspects ) in line  
with the  GPF

INFORMATION ON 
RELIABILITY AND 

VALIDITY OF 
ASSESSMENT(S) 

FOR POLICY 
LINKING

OPTION: 
Revis ions  to 
assessment to 
increase  
re liability 
and/or va lidity



Section 2

Progress
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GLOBAL PROFICIENCY FRAMEWORK OVERVIEW
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TOOLS CREATED AND AVAILABLE TO COUNTRIES

POLICY LINKING:

Policy Linking Toolkit, including 
tips on remote workshops 

(Oct. 2020)

Workshop Facilitation Slides 
(Oct. 2020)

Training for governments, donors, 
and partners
(March 2021)

GLOBAL 
PROFICIENCY 
FRAMEWORK 

(Oct. 2020)

GLOBAL 
CONTENT 

FRAMEWORK 
(Oct. 2018)

SDG 
4.1.1

GLOBAL ITEM BANK:
Item Bank Database

4.1.1 REVIEW 
PANEL & 

CRITERIA FOR 
PL VALIDITY
(Dec. 2020)
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QUESTIONS?
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Learn more http://uis.unesco.org/

@UNESCOstat

Questions or Feedback
Melissa Chiappetta –
mchiappetta44@gmail.com

http://uis.unesco.org/
mailto:mchiappetta44@gmail.com
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