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<bl.µuJlq a.dl..iil.JI aj-Jb ,. 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE ·: 

AND TOURISM 

Register of Intangible Cultural Heritage- Abu Dhabi Emirates 

"Traditional Handicraft Arts" 



United Arab Emirates 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi 

1. Defining the Cultural Heritage Element 

• Name of the element as used : 

Falconry 

Element Form 

• Other name (s) of the element, if any: 

Hunting 

• Domain(s) of cultural heritage manifested by the element, 

Social practices and heritage rituals 

• Communities or groups concerned: 

I Men and youth 

• Geographical location and range of the element: 

In the wild and desert areas in all Emirates of the United Arab Emirates 

Brief description of the element: 

Falconry is one of the most important and authentic sports in the Arabian Gulf region and the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

Since ancient times the people of Abu Dhabi excelled in the art of breeding and tra ining falcons with 
knowledge and experiences passed down through the generations. 

They have developed the ir own unique methods of training which are considered among the best in 

the world . 

Falconry has many benefits including physical and psychological and it is a social sport that brings 
people together to share their practice and experiences during the hunt. 

Falconry is highly regarded in the United Arab Emirates thanks to His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan, Founder of the State, may he rest in peace. 



His Highness believed that "falconry is an important sport and a means of learning patience, 
perseverance, and strength. It is also a discipline for overcoming opponents with intelligence and 
strength. 

This sport has also allowed the sons of the desert to hone their God given skills and instincts to 
domesticate this bird of prey and train it to follow commands." (1) 

Falconry is a fun pastime that embodies cultural communication between children, parents and 
grandparents, and despite the passage of years and the introduction of modern technology in all 
traditional sports, the sport of falconry still maintains its position and its legacy. For this reason it is 
considered one of the most important sports in the region. (2) 

The narrator Bou Saeed (3) tells us that the world of birds is a vast one, like the sea . It begins with 
selecting and training the falcon. The training begins with the waving of bait (4) then goes onto real 
live prey. The length of training varies from bird to bird but usually lasts about a month. 

The gyrfalcon is a hybrid mix between the shaheen falcon and saker falcon while the alfaradi is a pure 
saker falcon. It is a ruthless hunter that learns to hunt by itself, as is the case with the shaheen. 

Falconry tools: 
Al Makhala: A cotton shoulder bag for carrying a length of rope - skeen- pieces of bait meat and 
other gear the falconer may need during training. 

Al Burqa: The falcon's head cover, made of soft leather with a small opening for the beak. 

Al Manqalah: Protective glove made of thick padded fabric and burlap, this big glove protects the 
falconer's arm from the falcon's sharp clays when it lands. 

Al Sabouq: Strong and flexible nylon rope composed of two equal lengths used to secure the falcon to 
its perch so that it does not escape. 

Al Wakr: A perch for the falcon made of metal and wood and padded top. 

Al Mursel: A thicker rope than the a/sabouq composed of three parts connected by a metal ring in the 
middle to secure the falcon yet allow it to move in all directions. 

Al Tilwah: Houbara bird wings placed on top of each other and attached to a long rope that the 
trainer swings in the air to lure the falcon to pounce. It is also swung to prompt the falcon back if it 
strays too far or is lost during the hunt.(5) 

Al Muqeeth: 
This is the off season and goes from the beginning of March until the end of September. The weather 
in the Arabian Gulf region during this period is too hot for falcons to hunt and there is not enough 
prey like the houbara bird. It is also the season when falcons shed and grow their feathers.(6) 

According to the narrator Bou Saeed: "Some birds are left in almuqeeth until October, while other are 
ready to hunt in September - depending on the bird. Among the types of birds there are the saker 



falcon, gyrfalcon, shaheen Jae/on, and lanner falcon. The best types of falcons is the gyrfalcon because 
they tend to be bigger and faster than others. Its hunting season runs from September to March. 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia recently opened its territory to falconers. Other states are open for 
those issued with a license to visit and hunt. (7) 

How falcons were obtained in the past 
Falconers used to capture birds from nearby islands. Among the most famous falconers were Ahmed 
bin Yaarouf Al Mutawa and Mohammad Al Humaidi. Many Baniyas tribesmen still practice hunting in 
the Abu Dhabi islands. The most important of these islands where the falcons descend early in the 
season are Marawah and Jananah islands. These islands are still inhabited by people who used to 
work in pearl diving, fishing, and falconry.(8) 

2. Features of the element 

• Concerned practitioners and bearers of the element (including name, gender, occupational category, 

etc.): 

I Men, especially those of young age 

• Other concerned participants whose work is related to the element: 

People concerned with the care for birds, craftsmen who produce various falconry equipment, 
merchants 

• The language (s) used (in the element): 

The vernacular language is used to communicate with birds and to tell stories, tales and poems during 
hunt 

• Tangible elements associated with the practice of the element and its transmission, such as: 
instruments, equipment, costumes, spaces, and ritual tools (if any): 

Altair, almanqalah, alwakr, altilwah, alsabouq, alsayour, alburqa, almakhla, dove, bustards, ducks, 
alyad, pigeons 

• Other intangible elements related to the practice and transmission of the element in question (if any): 

Oral communication between the falconer and the bird, songs, poetry and other sayings related to 
falconry 



• Customary practices governing access to the element or any of its specific aspects: 

Falconry-related practices govern customs and traditions recognized in society in terms of hunting 
times and various related rituals. 

• Modes of transmitting the element to others within the group: 

• Training the current generation in skills related to hunting. 
• Mixed contact between the young and adults during training and hunting seasons. 
• Through heritage clubs and falconry groups. 

• Concerned organizations if any (associations/civil society organizations, etc.): 

• Ministry of Culture & Knowledge Development. 
• Department of Culture and Tourism -Abu Dhabi. 
• Heritage societies and clubs. 
• The National Avian Research Centre. 
• Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital. 

3- Status of the component: its viability and sustainability 

Threats to the practicing of the element in the context of the relevant community/ groups concerned : 

• Hunting outside of tried and tested traditional practices. 
• Hunting by expatriate workers. 
• Strict conditions and few places where hunting is allowed. 
• The huge sums needed for hunting equipment. 

• Promoting the element and ways to preserve it 

• Through the media, flyers, heritage clubs, and exhibitions. 
• Train the current generation in hunting-related skills. 
• The introduction of the bird hunting component in educational curricula. 
• Competitions held by Sheikh Fazza (Fazza Championship for Falconry). 



• Data: restrictions, and private permissions (collectively and access) 

Community/ group approval and involvement in data collection: 

The narrators showed willing cooperation with researchers during the field collection process and 
support what the authority in doing to preserve and protect this heritage. 

• Restrictions on data access and use: 

There are no restrictions that prevent access to this element and keeping it with in popular traditions 

• Sources of information, experts, narrators, and others (their names, position, and affiliation) : 

Narrator Matar Sagheer Al Dhaheri, 30/01/2015, his house in Asharej District, Al Ain 

• Dates and locations of data collection : 

01/2015, at his home in Asharej District, Al Ain 

4- Sources of information about the item (if any) 

Literature: books, articles, and others: 

• Al Dhafra Magazine, Issue 4, 2007 
• Al Dhafra Magazine, Issue 5, 2007 
• Hamdi Tamm am, Zayed Encyclopedia, Second Book, Center of Emirates and Heritage, 2nd edition, 

1992 
• Heritage Magazine, issue 8, 2007 
• Folk Heritage Committee, Folklore in the United Arab Emirates, 3rd edition, 1980 

ft' 



Audio-visual materials, records etc. in archives, museums, and private collections (if any): 

A cassette tape with the interview made with the narrator 

• Documentary materials and tools in archives, museums and private collections (if any): 

In some books documenting falconry as part of traditional customs, traditions and rituals, in addition 
to pictures and tools used in hunting operations preserved in a number of museums and archives 

5- Data about the inventory process 

• The person(s) who performed the classification and collection 

I Ayesha Sagheer Al Dhaheri 

• Date the information was entered into the inventory: 

116/03/2015 

• Pictures: 

Houbara bird 



{\ri,, 



Written on : 20/11/2015 

Updated on : 

Falcon, alwakr, alsabouq, almanqalah 

Feeding the falcon after a hunt 

(1) Hamdi Tammam, Zayed Encyclopedia, Second Book, Center of Emirates and Heritage, 2nd edition, 1992. p 46 
(2) Heritage Magazine, issue 8, 2007, P 138 

(3) Narrator Matar Sagheer Al Dhaheri, 30/01/2015, his house in Asharej District, Al Ain 

(4) Al Tilwah: a group of houbara wings tied together and used to attract the falcon 

(S) Al Dhafra Magazine, Issue 4, 2007, P 121 

(6) Al Dhafra Magazine, Issue 5, 2007, P 134 

(7) Previous narrator 

(8) Folk Heritage Committee, Folklore in the United Arab Emirates, 3rd edition, 1980, p. 80 




