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traditional craftsmanship 

Crafting and Playing the Dud 
None 
Crafting of the Dud was spread in Syria through the transfer of experience from 
master craftsmen to their trainees and children, as the craft was never 
monopolised, and crafting one Dud of excellent quality takes a duration of 20-
25 days period. The Dud consists of the following parts: face, bridge, neck, big 
box, nut, strings, pick guard, pick, and Dud manufacturers consider fermented 
walnut wood to be the best type for the purpose of Dud manufactury. Dud 
craftsmen have to have a musical ear, to be able to distinguish the correct 
sound of strings. Dud is considered to be an essential instrument ,in Oriental 
music - AI-Takht AI-Sharqi-, and Dud muscians play in general or private social 
events and festivals, and Dud was previously named as the Lady's instrument 
or "Alat Al-Set" as many women play the Dud. Crafting and playing the oud 
represents a spirit that reflects Syria and its heritage. 
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Crafting and Playing the Dud 

Image source: Syria Trust for Development. 

Crafting and Playing the Dud falls under the category of " Traditional craftsmanship", as to how precise the manufacturing of this intstrument is. The Dud is 
known as the Sultan and master of oriental instruments, it is present in any social event, therefore it also falls under "Social practices, rituals and festive 
events". Most often, singing is accompanied by playing Dud, therefore the element is also considered to be in "Oral traditions and expressions", and "Performing 
arts" categories. 

The element is spread all over Syria, especially in Damascus and Aleppo. 

Bearers and practitioners of the element are mucicians, composers, singers and craftsmen, working on this craft from father to son, in factory-like workshops, 
as more than 40 craftsmen can be working in one workshop each with their own role, or one craftsman can be working on the manufacturing of Dud throughout 
all the steps, with two or three trainees that learn from his practice and experience. The element is practiced by women and men, as today there are women 
that practice the craft of manufacturing the Dud and participate in all the stages of the craft. The first documentation of Dud manufacturing in Damascus was 
of the Georgy AI-Nahhat family year of 1879, and they were six siblings: Abdo, Hanna, Antoun, Elias, Mafi, Georgy. Other families are known in this craft, in 
Damascus: (AI-Halabi, AI-Taweel, Khalifa, Safi, and other families) , and in Aleppo: (Sukkar, Jesri, and Khaw , thers) 
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