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1. Defining the cultural heritage element 

• Name of the element as used: 

Element Form 

Camel Chants 

• Short and useful title of the cultural heritage element (Including domain(s) of cultural heritage 

manifested by the element) 

Performance arts. 

• Practitioners and groups concerned : 

Male and female camel keepers and herders. 

• Geographical location and range of the element: 

I Desert, camel ranches. 

• Brief description of the element: 

Al heda' means to chant, and people may say what a lovely heda' (chant) or heda' al ebil (camel 
chant). The camel herder who chants is called hada' or alhadi1

. Hadou is the process chanting while 
herding the camels2

. The chant is also a signal or a call made to the camel3
• 

Narrators said that the heda' is an element of the heritage of camel herding and is a way for the 
herder to call the camels that gather around when they hear it or walk together in a particular 
direction when in a caravan or they may be directed to drink or graze4

• 

1 Fatima Masoud Al Mansouri, Camels in the Emirates, Historical, Heritage, and Literary Study, Emirates Heritage Club, Zayed 

Center for Studies and Research, Abu Dhabi, 2nd edition, 2018, p. 184. 
2 Mohammad Khair Junkat, The Detailed Name of Camel Names and Recipes, Greater Amman Municipality, Amman, 2002, p. 

80. 
3 Al Bayan Newspaper, 8 April 2012. 
4 Al Bayan Newspaper, 8 April 2012. 
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Types of heda': 
There are different types of chants for guarding the camels, directing them to water, while drawing 
water from a well, while riding -the latter being particularly important to motivate the camels, 
especially on long trips. The Arab poet Al Akhtal said of the heda': 

When the chanter calls forth They are the riders who motivate for successs 

Riding the camel required attention to a great many things to direct and control the herd, and good 
communication is essential for this. Such communication requires a great deal of effort from the rider 
so that he makes the correct sounds to give the right orders that the camels would respond to. This is 
how herders manage, control and care for their camels6 

Heda' to drink water: 
The narrator Mohammad Ali Salem Al Kaabi says: When the chant 'tahyeen' is made, the camels head 
for a water source. They may be called by name as well so that a camel named Bin Dhabyan might be 
called with the chant 'huah, huah, huah, mouh Bin Dhabyan two or three times. If we want the camel 
to drink more the herder may call 'ooouh ooouh ishrab ishrab two or three times. That encourages 
the camels to drink till they are satiated and then to walk away from the water. 

Usually one camel is called and the rest of the herd follows suit. Al Kaabi adds that some people call 
the heda' al houbal, which is the call for camels to go to water and goes like this: yaheyii yaheyii 
yaheyii. Others chant this when drawing water from the well for the camels7

• 

The call for camels to return to the herd: 
Al Kaabi says that the herder may have to call camels that are dispersed and far away or if they are 
grazing behind a tree or out of side in a gulley. In this case he may call out the camels name such as 
'hamloulah hamloulah' if the camel was grazing behind a tree or out of sight. When the camel hears 
this it would recognize the call and respond to the herder's familiar voice. Should someone else call, 
the camel would not recognize the voice and not respond. However, the camel would never forget 
the voice of its herder because he cares for it, feeds it, and the camel is accustomed to him. 

There is a difference between the heda' and the taghrooda, with the latter used while the camels are 
walking in the desert in unison. The heda' on the other hand is used while the camels are grazing 
(almisrah) or when being given water (tahyeen). 

An example of the heda' for drinking as is used the desert of the UAE: 

5 Fatima Masoud Al Mansouri, Camels in the Emirates, Historical, Heritage, and Literary Study, Emirates Heritage Club, Zayed 
Center for Studies and Research, Abu Dhabi, 2nd edition, 2018, p. 185. 
6 Abdullah Hamad AI-Makhial, In the Trail of Camels, Obeikan Library, Riyadh, 1st edition, 2006, p. 14-15. 
7 Interview with Mohammad Ali Salem Al Kaabi, Bu Salem, residents of Hili, Rumailah. The interview took place in Souq Al 

Qattara on 21 January 2020. 
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Camel calls: 
Al ja'ia': call to drink 
Al ha'ha': call to food 
Al ibsas: call to milking 
Al hajhajah or jahjaha: restraining or reprimanding the camel13

• 

2. Features of the element 

• Concerned practitioners and bearers ofthe element (including name, gender, occupational category, 
etc.): 

I Male and female camel herders and breeders. 

• Other concerned participants whose work is related to the element: 

I Young people with an interest in breeding camels and caring for them. 

• The language (s) used (in the element) : 

I Local dialect is used in words when calling camels. 

• Tangible elements associated with the practice of the element and its transmission, such as: 

instruments, equipment, costumes, spaces, and ritual tools (if any): 

I Sounds and sometimes accompanyi.ng hand gestures. 

• Other intangible elements related to the practice and transmission of the element in question (if any): 

I The words used between practitioners of the element. 

• Customary practices governing access to the element or any of its specific aspects: 
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The element is conducted according to rituals and traditions recognized by the herders, especially to 
ensure the camels are well cared for. 

• Modes of transmitting the element to others within the group: 

The camel chanters pass their knowledge and experience and skills in heda' to their sons, grandsons, 
and others who wish to learn the skill. 

• Concerned organizations if any (associations/civil society organizations, etc.): 

• Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi. 
• Ministry of Culture and Knowledge Development. 
• Emirates Heritage Club. 
• Heritage festivals. 

3- Status of the element: its viability and sustainability 

• Threats to the practicing of the element in the context of the relevant community/ groups 

concerned: 

I The element is still in use among camel herders and does not face any threats. 

Data: restrictions, and private permissions (collectively and access) 

• Community/ group approval and involvement in data collection : 

Practitioners show positive interactions regarding the collection of information and support 
government and non government organizations in this regard. 

• Restrictions on data access and use: 

There are no restrictions to access to information or knowledge related to this element. In fact there 
is a great deal of cooperation between official bodies concerned with heritage and agencies that are 
researching and documenting elements of heritage. 

• Experts (their names, position, and affiliation) : 

I Mohammad Ali Salem Al Kaabi, resident of Hili, Al Rumailah. 

• Dates and locations of data collection: 

J 1n Souq Al Qattara on 21/01/2020 

4 



4- Sources of information about the cultural element (if any) 

• Literature: books, articles, and others: 

• Mohammad Khair Junkat, detailed the names and characteristics of camels, Greater Amman 
Municipality, Amman, 2002. 

• Abdullah Hamad AI-Makhial, In the Trail of Camels, Obeikan Library, Riyadh, 1st edition, 2006. 

• Fatima Masoud Naye' Al-Mansouri, Camels in the Emirates, historical, heritage, literary study, 
Emirates Heritage Club, Zayed Center for Studies and Research, Abu Dhabi, 2nd edition, 2018. 

• Hanna Nasr El-Hatta, Authentic Arabian Camels, Graus Lebanon, Tripoli, 1990. 

• AI-Bayan Newspaper, 8 April 2012. 

• Audio-visual materials, records etc. in archives, museums, and private collections (if any): 

I There are some recordings about the element in the media. 

• Documentary materials and tools in archives, museums and private collections (if any): 

I General information related to camels. 

Data about the inventory process 

• The person(s) who performed the classification and collection 

I Roqaya Sobaih Khamis Saeed Al Kaabi. 

• Date the information was entered into the inventory: 

j 15/02/2019 

•Pictures: 
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Heda' during drinking 

Heda' while walking in a caravan 
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