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National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the 

State of Qatar 

The intangible cultural heritage in the State of Qatar is a major 

pillar of the national vision of culture, which has been activated 

by various national institutions, NGOs, education sectors and 

individuals. The interest in the intangible cultural heritage in 

Qatar is as follows: 

1. Field collection and documentation 

2. Research and studies 

3. Publishing 

4- Media 

5 - Employment and inspiration 

6. Digital heritage. 

Heritage institutions: 

1- Ministry of Culture and Sports 

2- Ministry of Municipality and Environment 

3- The General Establishment of Cultural Area (Katara) 

4- Qatar University 

5- The General Authority for Tourism. 

6- Qatar Museums Authority 
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7- Poetry Center (Diwan Al Arab) 

8. Visual Arts Center 
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Civil society associations: 

1- Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community 

Development 

2- Qatar Olympic Committee 

3- Qatar Sniper Association 

4 - Capabilities Center for Development 

5- Grass (Women's Association for Home Agriculture) 

Formation of official institutions since the mid-fifties of the last 

century, the beginning of the organization of documentation of 

heritage, where the National Library began printing a collection 

of poetry books (Nabati poetry) after the achievement. 

This was followed by the contribution of Qatar Radio and Qatar 

Television in the recording and photography of television and 

specialized programs in the field of intangible cultural heritage, 

which over the years has become an important archive of the 

elements of folklore in the State of Qatar. 

Field work phase : 

Beginning in the mid-1970s through organized work in the 
Department of Culture/ Ministry of Information, the 

Department mainly contributed to the real beginnings of the 

study of folklore based on the scientific approach of the group 
of experts and international organizations. 

In the mid-1980s, with the launching of the field works of the 

Center for the Folklore of the Arab Gulf States, the scientific 
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curricula were applied to study the heritage more accurately. 

This trend coincided with the publication of many publications 

and the popular magazine "The People's Matter" The Center 

continued its activity until 2005, (closed). 

In parallel: 

• The Ministry of Culture and Sports/ Department of Public 
Libraries and Heritage played an important role in preserving 

the heritage and highlighting it in the ceremonial aspects such 

as: Doha Cultural Festival - Qatar Cultural Weeks in the world 

capitals - Cultural festivals and cooperation with international 

organizations - Convention on the Protection of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage). 

• Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community 

Development recently contributed to the preservation of 

marine heritage through the updating of the Qatar Maritime 

Festival. 

..::.,IJJIJ ;....WI ..:..,~ I o)->~ 

Puhlic Libraries & Heritage 
Inventories 

Based on: 

• Research reports and field studies carried out by the 

specialized centers: Center for Folklore of the Arab Gulf States -
r----

Department of Culture/ Ministry of Information - Qatar 

National Museum: contained a large amount of data and 
background information for elements of intangible cultural 

heritage, Research and its human and geographical areas. 

• Researchers and interested in intangible cultural heritage 

through their opinions and observations, confirm the content 
of the information, and modify or add to the element. 
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• Practitioners, informants, newsletters: are the main sources 

of information on ICH elements, and provide lists with 

background information. 

• Audiovisual Archives: Qatar Radio - Qatar TV - Archive of the 

Center for Popular Heritage of the Gulf States. 

• Official institutions: supported and provided all administrative 

assistance and human and financial resources, and programs 

on recreation and means of preserving elements of intangible 

cultural heritage. 

onvention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage (2003) 

Article 2 

1. For the purposes of this Convention, the term "intangible 

cultural heritage" means: practices, perceptions, expressions, 

knowledge, skills - and associated machines, parts, artifacts and 

cultural places - which are considered by groups, groups and 
sometimes individuals as part of their cultural heritage, This 

intangible cultural legacy inherited from generation, is 

constantly created by communities and groups in accordance 

with their environment and interactions with nature and 

history, which fosters a sense of their identity and sense of 

continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and 
human creativity. For the purposes of this Convention, only 

intangible cultural heritage, which is consistent with existing 

international human rights instruments, and with the 

requirements of mutual respect between groups, groups and 
individuals and sustainable development, is taken into account. 
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2. In the light of the definition in paragraph (1) abovel 

"intangible cultural heritage" is reflected in particular in the 

following areas: 

1. Oral traditions and expressions, including language as an 

expression of intangible cultural heritage. 

2 . the arts and traditions of the performances. 

3. Social practices, ceremonies and ceremonies. 

4. Knowledge and practices relating to nature and the universe. 

5. Skills associated with traditional handicrafts. 

(1) Traditions and popular expressions 

1. Popular poetry 

2. The Popular Tale 

3. money 

4. Proverbs and popular expressions 

5. puzzles 

6. Songs 

7. Local dialect 

8. Foolish phrases 

(2) arts and traditions performing performances 

Notes 

1. Al Ardaa 

2. To Mardaa 

Notes 

---- ~ . :. . ....JI 
\ ~I 4\_.ihUo~ 

3. The art of sound 
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4. For the Fugger 

5. Ashoury 

6. The Samaritan 

7. popular games 
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8. love Knock 

(3) social practices, ceremonies and ceremonies 

1. Karnakha 

2. The Voluntary 

3. The living Beeh 

4. Al Dasha and diving locker on pearls 

5. Coffee 

6. Boards 

7. Traditional medicine 

8. RAMADAN month 

9. Falconry 

10. Christmas habits 

11. marriage habits 

12.Death habits 

Notes 

13.Holiday celebrations (Eid al-Fitr - Eid al-Adha} 

14.Camels 

15. Horse 

16.Women's fashion accessories 

(3) knowledge and practices relating to nature and the universe 

Notes 
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1. Modes 

2. Cut the impact 

3. Marine Calendar 

4. Agricultural Calendar 

5. seasons 

6. the rain 

7. The Palm 

8. Sidr 
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Qatar 

4. Knowledge and practices relating to nature and the universe 

NO. Item Name 
1/4 Modes 

Description of the item 
Is the changes that occur in: wind, 

temperature, clouds, rain, fog, eclipses and 
eclipses; because of the stars coming, God 
Almighty swore by, saying: 11 I swear by the 
stars, and it is a section if you know great 11 

This section of the star sites, and its impact 
on the planet, which we live on, is very 

important in our lives and our lives. 
In the past times, before the arrival of 

lighting, the stars were close to the lives of 
people, and their knowledge is imposed by 
the nature that surrounds them from each 
side, so we find a large male in the Arajazm 

and similarities and poems, and even 
writings and entered from this door to 

their ethics and science, Not only that, but 
they have woven around it a lot of myths 

that fit their places and conditions. 
Since the knowledge associated with the 

lunar months and the associated solar 
months, the stars, the bronzes and the 

accompanying events are the basis of the 
knowledge of the plane, the people of 

Qatar have known many calendars, 
including the calendar of Qatar, which we 
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take from its version number ( 63) for the 
year 1439 AH, which came as follows: "The 
period from 13 Muharram to 25 Muharram 
1439 AH, accompanied by the period from 
3 October to 15 October, agrees with the 
pure Tala, the third of the horoscope of 

the fall season, and agrees 11 of the Libra, 
and 41 From the star Suhail, "This came as 
follows: "It is called pure to leave the heat 

at the beginning, and cold when falling, 
and one bright star, and around the small 
blur, the first rain beneficial, and the entry 
into the days of al-Wasmi sprouted to the 

mackerel, and the types of herbs and 
flowers, and plant clover, pulses and 
winter vegetables - : If pure Talaat: 

Abandoned every craft - and avoid eating 
cold dry, and ends eating beef and 

eggplant, and his name at the farmers (the 
last stars Suhail), and the number of days 

13 days. 
It determines the range of knowledge 

about: eating times and drinks, choosing 
the right time for treatment in folk 

medicine, catching boats in the sea, dates 
of wild plants, types of suitable crops, 
times of disentanglement & travel and 

land travel. 
The cutting of the impact is divided into 

two types: the cutting of the human 
impact, and the hospitality of the impact. 
The cutting of the human impact is the 
inference of the bodies of the human 
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organs of what is intended to be revealed, 
and the measurement of the effect is the 

inference of the foot, 
The Arabs, in general, and the Bedouin in 
particular, are unique in this knowledge, 
without any other nations, and have a 

remarkable skill in which they can hardly 
compete, relying on rudeness, accuracy of 

observation, experience gained and 
continuous follow-up. Almost at times up 

to the level of myths and paranormal. 
The Bedouin's permanent attachment to 
his "religion" and his association with his 

family necessitates maintaining the 
continuity of life in its natural form in 

order to prevent its disturbance. AI-Badawi 
examines his 11dirah 11 day and night, but he 

notices a strange trace that follows him 
until he reveals his truth. The owner of the 

impact, and also appoints the party to 
which he directed. 

Cutting the impact is one of the most 
important methods that lead to the 

discovery of many mysterious incidents in 
Bedouin society, and perhaps the reasons 

that have increased the importance of 
cutting the impact include: 

1. The nat ure of desert land: It is easy to 
leave the movement of human or animal, 

whatever light, a clear impact on the 
desert land; because they are sandy by 

nature. 
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2. Low population: The lack of population 
in the desert facilitates the observation of 
any new impact on them, and facilitates 

the retribution of the impact of long 
distances. 

3 - Fear of the strange effect; The Bedouin 
by nature always warned attention to what 

is around him, and is interested in the 
observation of new effects on the desert, 

causing him to fear that the danger to 
himself or his family or the fear of his 

livestock. 

4. Avoidance of dangers: The Bedouin also 
track the effects of different predatory 
animals such as hyenas and wolves to 
eliminate them, because they pose a 

threat to the Bedouin and their livestock. 

5 - Hunting hobby: The Bedouin is a hunter 
of nature since ancient times, and he 

boasted to the members of his tribe his 
skills in this art, and for this to check the 

observation of the effects of fishing 
animals such as deer, rabbits, rabbits and 

others, and then trace t heir effects to limit 
the area in which there are, and then 

choose the right time For hunting. 
The people of Qatar have a strong and 

deep relationship with the sea. Throughout 
the ages, the people of Qatar have known 
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that they are the people of marine culture. 
They built ships, rode the sea, and cut the 

gates of the Gulf and the oceans to work in 
trade and hunting. The pearls were the 
most beautiful and precious of the sea, 
Live with them, united with difficulties 
with unswerving determination, with 

tireless determination, to discover many of 
his treasures and secrets, to invent in his 

art, and to write in his science. 
The marine calendar is a guide that 

monitors the knowledge associated with 
the days and months, and records the 

movement of stars, bronzes, queues and 
the accompanying events throughout the 

year. As regards Qatar's maritime heritage, 
it deals with the following topics: 

- The sea in history (before the advent of 
Islam, after the entry of Islam}. 

- Sea in geography (characteristics of sea 
water, places of villages and coastal cities, 

Qatari islands, ports). 
- Diving on pearls (places of pods, 

directions and paths). 
- Marine navigation (tides, stars of 

navigation, planets and directions, and 
measuring the depths of all kinds and 

specifications, country, compass). 
- Marine fishery sites (fish species, 

traditional fishing: broken and urban). 
- The movement of common sea birds and 

their implications. 
- The location and types of marine life. 
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Is a guide to the knowledge related to wild 
plants, trees and shrubs, and plant grazing 
animals, medicinal plants, plants eaten by 

humans, grasses of all kinds, which is 
estimated in the State of Qatar 300 wild 

plants, and these types of plant dates and 
seasons determined according to the 

movement of stars and proges, 
Accompanied by winds, ie changes in wind, 
temperature, rain, and so forth, resulting 
in air humidity, evaporation, in addition to 

the nature of the soil and its terrain of 
clumping, Riyadh, perennials, sand dunes, 

spach, 
It monitors the common names of each 
plant, its presence in the oral cultural 
heritage, the names of the areas, the 

gardens, the valleys and the silhouettes 
that derived their names from the wild 
plants, the types of plant seeds that are 

seen by the naked eye and which are not 
visible to the naked eye. 

They also provide a list of wild plants uses, 
for example: 

- The tree "Aljosj", suffering in the 
treatment of tooth pain, and cracks lips 

and cough and abdominal diseases, Berlin. 
- "Crimean" tree, engaged in soil and fish 

breeding. 
- Al Athal tree, use for windbreaks, stability 

of sand dunes and landscaping. 
- AI-Raqrouq shrub, which is essential for 
the growth of the plant rich in protein. 
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- Use some weeds as food for humans, 
such as 11Hawa" and freshly eaten, and 

"Gergella" eaten fresh and cooked. 
- Most wild plants are used as food for 

livestock, and fuel. 
- Maintains the life cycle of many useful 

reptiles and insects for soil. 
There is no doubt that the seasons of the 

year have a strong impact on human life, in 
the activities he performs, the foods and 
drinks he takes, the clothes he wears, and 

the mood he feels. 
The seasons of the year are divided into 
four chapters, each chapter seven stars, 

each star 13 days, except the front star 14 
days, the total stars 28 stars, the number 

of 365 days a year, the seasons of the year, 
namely: 

Winter (7 December- 7 March) consists of 
the following constellations: Scorpio (star 
of coronation, star of heart, star of Shula), 
Sagittarius tower (star of Nairn and village 

star), Tower of Capricorn (star of 
slaughter), Tower of Aquarius gulp}. 

The spring of March 8 to June 6 consists of 
the following towers: Aquarius (Najm al
Saud, AI-Akhbiyeh), Al-Mustansar Tower, 

And the star of the ventricle). 
Summer of the period from June 7 to 
September 5, consists of the following 
towers: Taurus (Star of Thuraya, Star of 

Debra, Star of Hick), Gemini Tower (Star of 
Mask, Star of Arm), Cancer Tower Blink). 
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Autumn (yellow) from September 6 to 
December 6. It consists of the following 

towers: Al Asad (Star of the Front, Star of 
Zubra and Pure Star), Tower of the Virgin 

(Star of Al Awa, Star of Sammak and Star of 
the Desert) ). 

"This is the phrase when the rain falls in 
Qatar. It reveals the Qatari man's 

awareness of the importance of rain, 
which provides man, animal and plant with 

water, as the origin of life. 
"The rain rained on the sun and the sun 
was shining," another sign. The rain is a 

source of inspiration for the imagination of 
individuals in the community; to formulate 
songs and songs popular thin and delicious 
reflect the joy of his arrival and describe Its 

freshness and beauty. 
The rain has become a rare title for the joy 

of adults and children together, and a 
symbol of the signs of love and harmony; 

to be established as an important occasion 
to clear grief and depression from the 

hearts of human beings, parallel to 
washing and tree and stone, even in Qatar 
t here is a frequent expression: "rain wash 

the heart and the earth." 
Thus, oral expressions have been devoted 

to a large area of rainwaves, which 
children, women and even older people 
have been able to praise during rain, or 

when the rain has subsided, and has been 
employed in folk tales, popular proverbs 
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and Nabataean poetry., Finds as much of 
those poems that dealt with rain. 

Rain names and names in Qatar include: 
- Wetness: indicates the moisture left by 

the rain. 
- Life: Rain that revived the earth after its 
death, is modesty (the origin of fertility). 

- Small beads of rain. 
- Spring: any evergreen. 

Mercy: For by the mercy of God comes 
down from heaven. 

- Spray: the rain is weak or static. 
- Spraying: little light rain. 

- Cloud: little rain. 
- The Tickling dewy Like clouds covering 

the earth. 
- Tales: the weak rain, which came down in 

the morning. 
- Rain: is the water spilled from the clouds. 
- Torrent (Combination: Torrents): Water is 

a lot of liquid resulting from the fall of a 
large amount of rain. 

- Types of clouds: Hqab, Dima, and TuHuff. 
- Cold: When rain water turns into frozen 

grains (ice). 
These names and names reveal an ethical 

and cognitive system in which Qatari 
people are aware of their world and 

directly relate to their cultural heritage and 
Islamic heritage. 

"The rain of lightning rain 
Our house is new .. Marzamna iron " 
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about 25 meters. It has a single leg, its 
leaves are feathery, monocultural, two
dwelling, masculine, called the phoenix, 
and the feminine called palm, and fruit, 

and its roots are scattered and deep. 
The palm grows perfectly in Qatar and 

bears the harsh environmental factors. The 
temperature rises to 50 ° C, and the 

drought, wind and salinity are tolerated 
and suitable for planting light sandy soil. 

The palm life cycle is linked to its service at 
all stages, from the planting stage to the 
embryonic stage: palm groves, irrigation, 

pruning, fertilization, pollination, dew, 
curving, mulching, harvesting and post

harvest treatments such as crop 
conservation, storage and drying., And so 

on. 
An environmentally friendly tree because 
all its waste benefits from man. Its fibers 

are used in the manufacture of ropes used 
for pearl diving, traditional fishing and 

furniture stuffing. And their leaves {wicker 
or palm) are used in the manufacture of 

Juffair, travel, mats, and Mahfas. Its leaves 
are used in the manufacture of baskets, 

storage containers and dates, fish 
t ransport, and the furniture industry. In 

addition to the trunks used in the 
manufacture of household utensils for t he 
flourishing of love, and in t he tradit ional 
architecture in the roofs and supports. 
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While palm dates are offered as animal 
feed; as well as many parts of the palm 

used in folk medicine. 
Qataris are interested in Palm Tree for a 

variety of reasons: 
- The religious value: it is a 11blessing tree"; 
where the "Palm" in the Koran more than 
twenty times, and in the Sunnah is very 

honorable. 
- National value as a component of the 

official logo of the State of Qatar. 
- Spiritual value as it is employed or 

inspired in creative writing and folk arts 
and beautiful. 

- Economic value, food, and aesthetic 
engineering coordination. 

- Heritage value reflected in skills related 
to agriculture, handicrafts, patterns of 

anecdotes, Nabataean poetry, folk 
proverbs, songs, knowledge associated 

with folk medicine, and traditional 
architecture. 

- To provide date dates in the celebrations 
of the holy month of Ramadan, and in 

traditional councils. 
- Its role in reducing the dust from the 

atmosphere and clean the air and soften it. 
- Symbolism for blessing, generosity, 

tenderness and hospitality. 
(There are more than twenty varieties of 

date palm cultivated in Qatar, and the 
most famous types of wet: Salvation, 

Khnezi, Arziz, Berhi, Halali, Shishi). 
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The tree belongs to the placenta, a tree of 
shade, fast growing, evergreen, its legs 

cylindrical, its branches hanging with some 
thorns placed in pairs: the first is clearly 

long and the other is very short crooked or 
nonexistent, Its flowers have a distinctive 

aroma, spherical fruits are green and 
become yellow at maturity, eaten, and 

sweet taste. 
The Sedu tree grows in the deep, sandy 

sandy soil, characterized by extreme 
desert conditions such as high 

temperature, drought, extreme winds and 
water sea rcity. 

It is mentioned in the hadiths of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be 

upon him), so it is not without the house of 
the people of Qatar from the tree of Sidr. , 
And adorn the major projects, the theme 
of the Qatar Foundation for Education, 
Science and Community Development, 
which is for shade and decorations in 

public parks and streets. As well as 
windbreaks, air purification, agricultural 

soil protection and desertification control 
because they contain a deep and strong 

root mass. 
It also has many uses in folk medicine, and 

its leaves are useful as boiling drink in 
cases of chest and breathing diseases, 
facilitator, blood tonic, stomach tonic, 

sputum and gas, and relieves menstrual 
pain in women. It is useful in the treatment 
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of joint pain, inflammation of the mouth 
and gums, and washed by the dead. It is 
also used in the manufacture of henna, 
orthopedic fractures, and cream in the 

case of some skin diseases, and its useful 
for women during pregnancy, and is 

recommended as a general tonic. The 
honey bee is accepted and nourished by its 
nectar, and it produces honey called honey 

Sidr, which is one of the most expensive 
types of wild honey for its therapeutic 

properties. 
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