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Unofficial Translation 

AK~EHiR 
NASREDDIN HODJA AND TOURISM ASSOCIATION PRESIDENCY 

TO "THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
SAFEGUARDING OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE" 

Nasreddin Hodja and Tourism Association was established in 1959 with the aim of safeguarding 
and keeping alive the cultural elements formed around Nasreddin Hodja. Since its establishment, we 
organize Nasreddin Hodja festivals in Ak~ehir every year in cooperation with the Municipality. In 
addition, we prepare various publications and carry out promotional activities about "The Telling 
Tradition of Nasreddin Hodja Anecdotes" element, with the municipality, researchers and other 
NGOs together. 

Our Association, which carries out efficient activities at the local, national and international 
level within the scope of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, 
became an accredited NGO (No.90148) in the 3rd General Conference held in 2010. We 
periodically present reports on our work to UNESCO. 

We wholeheartedly support the inscription of "The Telling Tradition of Nasreddin Hodja 
Anecdotes" file which we have been actively involved in file preparation and writing processes since 
2010, as a multinational file on the "UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity". 

isaKURT 
President of Association 

< original signed > 



T.C. 
SEL<;UK UNiVERSiTESi REKTORLUGU 

Nasreddin Hoca Uygulama ve Ara~tirma Merkezi 
Miidiirliigii 

Say1 : 57210348-/ 
Konu 

Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Mirasm Korunmas1 Hiiki.imetleraras1 Komitesi"ne 
"UNESCO Genel Sekreterligine" 

1111111111111~1111111111111111111111111 
* B E O N Z B A 1 

SUNHAM(Nasreddin Roca Uygulama ve Ara~tmna Merkezi Miidiirliigi.i) olarak Bilge 
degerimiz Hocam1zm dogru anla~1lmas1, yorumlanmas1 ve gelecek nesillere aktanlmas1 ii;:in 
i;:ah~1yoruz. Bu amai;:la Hocam1zm hayatm1, ya§ad1g1 donemi ve ara~t1rmac1/gezginlerin dilinden de 
Nasreddin Hocamn tiim insanhk ii;:in dogru alg1lanmasm1 ve aktanlmasm1 onemsiyoruz. 

Nasreddin Hoca, XIII. yilzyilda Anadolu'nun onemli yerle~im yerlerinden biri olan Ak~ehir'de 
ya~am1~, Turk Diinyas1 ba§ta olmak iizere diinyanm i;:e~itli iilkelerinde de tamnan bir §ahsiyettir. 
Tiirk'iin giilen ve giildiiren yiizii olan Hocam1z, sadece Anadolu'da ya~ayan Tiirklerin degil tiim Tiirk 
Diinyasmm hatta biitiin insanhgm bilgesidir. Hoca'm1z, "giil-dil~i.in"lerindeki ban~ ve karde~lik 
mesajlanyla, tatlt dili ve giiler yiiziiyle kendini bi.itiin insanhga benimsetmi~tir. O'nun i.ini.iniin bu denli 
yay1lmasmda "giil-di.i~i.in"lerinde i~ledigi konularm biitiin insanhg1 ilgilendirmesi, "giil-dii§iin"lerin 
ibretli mesajlar ii;:ermesi yatmaktadir. Toplumun kar§tla§tlg1 sorunlara, ya~ad1g1 s1kmt1lara hazircevap 
ki~iligiyle, niikteleriyle verdigi mesajlar olduki;:a dikkat i;:ekicidir. 

Nasreddin Hoca'mn sozleri, dil~i.ince tarz1, bakt~ a<;:1S1 eskimeden yenilenerek i;:aglar otesine
bugi.ine- ula~m1~t1r. Kendisine hekimlik bilir misin diye soranlara cevap olarak verdigi "Ayag1m s1cak 
tut, ba~m1 serin / Gonliinil ferah tut, dii~iinme derin derin" sozii / rei;:etesi ya~ad1g1 donemden 
giiniimiize kadar gelmi~ ve bu rei;:ete, giiniimiiz insanhgma onemli bir yol gosterici olmu~tur. Her i~in 
bir emek, gayret, i;:aba, azim gerektirdigini bilen Hoca'm1z bu dii~ilncesini "Paray1 veren dildiigii i;:alar" 
soziiyle bizlere aktarm1~t1r. Hoca'm1z yapacag1m1z her bir i~in saglam temeller ilzerine in~a edilmesi 
gerektigini "i~i saglama baglamak" soziiyle vurgulam1~ttr. 0 , her bir insamn kendine gore bir tak1m 
s1kmt1lannm oldugunu "Allah dagma gore k1~ verir" soziiyle bizlere bildirtni~tir. Hoca'm1z i~imize 
ba§kasmm bak1§ a91sm1 "El, elin e~egini tiirkii soyleyerek arar" dii§i.incesiyle dile getirmi~tir. 
Ba§kalannm bizim hakk1m1zda iyi veya kotii konu~tugunu "Elin agz1 torba degil ki bi.izesin!" ~eklinde 
ifade eden Nasreddin Hoca, "Sen de hakhsm." diyerek kar§irmzdakini yeri geldigi zaman hakh 
gormeyi bilmemiz gerektigini bizlere ogretmi~tir. 

24 Subat 2020 tarihinde Ara§tlrma Egitim Genel Miidilrlilgilnde geri;:ekle~tirilen "Nasreddin 
Roca F1kralan AnlatI Gelenegi" unsurumuzun UNESCO insanhgm Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Mirast 
Temsili Listesine aday dosya olarak sunulmasma ili~kin toplant1sma kurum olarak katilun /katkt 
saglad1k. 

insanhgm Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras1 Temsili Listesine kaydettirilmesini 
destekledigimizi belirtmekten onur duyanz. Ak§ehir'den tiim insanhgm ortak degeri olarak yaytlan 
Hoca'nm ortak deger olarak tescil edilmesini onemsiyoruz. 

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Kadir OZTAS 
Merkez Miidiirii V. 

Evrak1 Dojrulamak lfin: https://evrakdogrulama.selcuk.edu.tr/enVision-Sorgula/Validate Doc.aspx?V=BEON3 

Ak~ehir Meslek Yuksekokulu, Kozaga~ Mevkii, P.K.42550 Ak~ehir-KONYA 

Bilgi l~ln: Tahsin YUKSEL Tel:03328140111-7533 Faks:0332 8140114 

e-Posta :info@selcuk.edu.tr Elektronik Ag :sunham@selcuk.edu .tr 



Unofficial Translation 

REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 
SEL<;UK UNIVERSITY RECTO RA TE 

Nasreddin Hodja Practice and Research Center 
Directorate 

To "The Intergovernmental Committee for the 
Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage" 

As being SUNHAM (Nasreddin Hodja Practice and Research Center Directorate) we are 
working for correct understanding, interpretation and transmission to future generations of our 
sagacious value Nasreddin Hodja. For this purpose, we care about the perception and transmission of 
Nasreddin Hodja's life, the period he lived to all humanity, even from the dialect of researchers and 
travelers. 

Nasreddin Hodja is a character who lived in Ak~ehir, one of the important settlements of 
Anatolia in the XIII. century, and is also known in various countries of the world, especially the 
Turki~h World. Our lfodja, who is the smiling face of the Turks, is the sage of not only the Turks 
living in Anatolia, but of the entire Turkish world, and even of all humanity. Our Hodja has adopted 
himself to all humanity with the messages of peace and brotherhood in his "laugh and think"s and his 
sweet language and good-humour. The reason why his reputation has spread so much is that the 
subjects he deals with in his ""laugh and think"s concern all humanity, and his anecdotes contains 
exemplary messages. The messages he gives with his witty personality and his repartee for the 
problems faced and the troubles experienced by the society are quite remarkable. 

Nasreddin Hodja's anectodes, his way of th inking, his perspective have been renewed without 
aging and has reached beyond the ages - up to the present-. The answer and recipe, which he gave to 
those who asked him if he knew of medical science "Keep your feet warm, keep your head cool/ 
Keep your heart cool, don ' t think deeply" has come from the time he lived, and this receipt has been 
an important guide for today's humanity. Our Hodja, who knows that every work requires effort, 
struggle, studiousness and tenacity, conveyed this idea to us with the words " who pays the piper 
calls the tune". Our Hodja emphasized that every work we do should be built on solid foundations 
with the words of "belt and braces". He informed us that each person has some problems according 
to him, saying, "God gives winter according to the mountain." Our Hodja expressed someone else's 
perspective for our own work with the thought of "Someone looks for someone else's donkey by 
singing". Nasreddin Hodja while expressing as "Their mouth is not a pouch to pucker" for others 
talking about us good or bad, taught us that we should know how to justify the other if need be, by 
saying "You're right too." 

As an institution, we have participated in and contributed to the meeting about the submission of 
the "The Telling Tradition of Nasreddin Hodja Anecdotes" element, which was held at the General 
Directorate of Research and Training on February 24, 2020, as a nomination file for Representative 
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

We would be honored to express that we support the inscription of the element on the 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We care about the 
inscription ofNasreddin Hodja, which has spread from Ak~ehir as a common value of humanity. 

Phd Faculty Member Kadir OZT A~ 
Deputy Head of Center 

< electronically signed > 



Somut Olmayan Kt.ilturel Miras Dernegi / Ankara sokumenstitusu gma1l.com 

Say1: 122 
Konu: Nasreddin Roca Ftkralan Anlatma Gelenegi 

UNESCO SOMUT OLMA YAN KUL TUREL MiRAS 
HUKUMETLERARASI KOMiTESi'NE 

24.02.2020 
Ankara 

!012 y1hnda somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras alamnda egitim, aktanm, muzecilik, surdiiriilebilir 

kalkmma, sivil toplum, katihm gibi alanlarda faaliyet gostermek amac1yla kurulan dernegimiz, ulusal 

ve uluslararas1 platfonnlarda somut olmayan kiilturel mirasm korwunasma odakh etkinliklerini 

surdurmektedir. Somut olmayan killturel mirasm be~ alaniyla da ilgilenen demegimiz, sozlii 

anlatrmlar ve toplumsal uygulamalar alanlannda degerlendirilebilecek unsurlar banndrran Nasreddin 

Hoca fikralan anlatma gelenegi konusunda diger kurum ve kurul~larla ~al1~malar yfuiitmektedir. 

Ulusal envantere de kay1th olan Nasreddin Hoca fikralan anlatma gelenegi konusunda ol~turulan 

ulusal koruma eylem planina sivil toplwn ayag1 olarak katkI saglamaktay1z. Kiiltur ve Turizm 

Bakanl1gmm koordinasyonunda ~ok uluslu dosya olarak UNESCO'ya sunulmas1 planlanan bu 

unsurun dosya yazim surecinde UNESCO'ya akredite bir sivil toplum kurul~u olarak aktif rol 

almaktayiz. Aynca, Ankara Somut Olmayan Kiilturel Miras Muzesi biinyesinde diizenli olarak 

tekrarlanan ve scSzlii anlatimlari one ~1karan (meddahhk, masal anlatma, a§Ikhk gelenegi) etkinliklere 

demek olarak: dani~manl1k destegi saglamaktayiz. Dolayis1yla, yalmzca antlan unsur konusunda 

degil, sozlii anlatrmlan ilgilendiren diger hususlarda da uygulama deneyimine sahibiz. 

Nasreddin Hoca fikralan anlatma geleneginin fark:h cografyalarda varhk gostennesi, bu 

unsurun insanl1gm ortak: kiilturel miras1 oldugunu da kamtlamaktadtr. Bu nedenle UNESCO'nun 

diyalog, uluslararas1 i~ birligi, ban~ gibi iistiin evrensel degerlerine hizmet etme potansiyeli banndtran 

bu mirasm Temsili Liste'ya kaydettirilmesi, geni~ kitlelerce tanmmasma ve goriiniirlilgiiniin 

artmasma katkt saglayacaktrr. Bu alanda akademik ve uygulamali birikime sahip olan bir sivil toplum 

kurulu~u olarak Nasreddin Hoca fikralan anlatma geleneginin Insanhgm Somut 01 

Miras1 Temsili Listesi'ne kaydettirilmesini gontilden destekliyoruz. 

D°'r· Dr. Evrim Ol~er Ozilnel 

Somut Olmayan Kultt.irel Miras Dernegi / Ankara sokumenstitusu gma1l.com 



Unofficial Translation 

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSOCIATION 

Number: 122 
Subject: The Telling Tradition ofNasreddin Hodja Anecdotes 

24.02.2020 
Ankara 

TO "THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
SAFEGUARDING OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE" 

Our association, established in 2012 to be involved in activities of education, transmission, 
museology, sustainable development, civil society and participation in the field of intangible cultural 
heritage, continues its activities focused on intangible cultural heritage in national and international 
platforms. Our association, concerned with all five areas of intangible cultural heritage, conducts 
studies with other institutions and organizations on the subject of "The Telling Tradition of 
Nasreddin Hodja Anecdotes" which includes constituents that can be evaluated in the areas of oral 
narratives and social practices. As a social community, we are contributing to the national 
safeguarding action plan on "The Telling Tradition of Nasreddin Hodja Anecdotes" which is also 
inscribed in the national inventory. As a NGO accredited to UNESCO, we take an active role in the 
preparation process of the file of the element, which is planned to be submitted to UNESCO as a 
multinational file under the coordination of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. In addition, as an 
association, we provide consultancy support to events (meddah, fairy tale telling, tradition of "a~1k") 
that are repeated periodically and highlight oral traditions within the Ankara Intangible Cultural 
Heritage Museum. Therefore, we have practical experience not only in the mentioned element, but 
also in other issues related to oral expressions. 

The existence of the Telling Tradition of Nasreddin Hodja Anecdotes in different geographies 
proves that the element is the common cultural heritage of humanity. Therefore, inscription of this 
heritage which has the potential to serve UNESCO's superior universal values such as dialogue, 
international cooperation and peace, will contribute to its public recognition and increase its 
visibility. As a NGO with academic and practical accumulation in this field, we wholeheartedly 
support the inscription of the Telling Tradition of Nasreddin Hodja Anecdotes on the 
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

General Secretary of the Association 
Associate Prof. Evrim Ol9er Oziinel 

< original signed > 
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13 Mart 2020, Sivrihisar 

SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRASIN KORUNMASI HUKUMETLER ARASI KOMiTESiNE 

Sivrihisar KOltOr Turizm Tanitma ve Dayarn~ma Dernegi 05.08.2016 tarihinde 26-016-186 

kutOk no ile kurulmu~ olup, Sivrihisarh kadrnlarrn, genc;:lerin ve dezavantajh guruplann 

desteklenmesi amac1yla Eski~ehir ve Sivrihisar iii srn,rlan dahilinde yurt ic;:inde ve yurt d1~rnda 

tanitlm politikalan olu~turmak somut-somut olmayan kultur varhklannrn tarihsel, bilimsel, 

sanatsal, sosyal ve ekonomik degerlerinin ara~tlnlmas,, korunmas1, ya~atllarak geli~tirilmesi 

ve gelecek ku~aklara aktanlmas, ic;:in her turlu faaliyette bulunmak ic;:in kurulmu~tur. 

Eski~ehir'in Ankara srnmnda yer alan ilc;:esi Sivrihisar, tarih boyunca birc;:ok medeniyete ev 

sahipligi yapm,~tlr. Bu nedenle ilc;:e kulturunde onemli bir ho~goru kulturu geli~mi~tir. 

Felsefi mizahrn temsilcisi kabul edilen Nasreddin Hoca, Sivrihisar'rn Hortu koyunde (~u anki 

ad, Nasreddin Hoca mahallesi) 1208 yilrnda dogmu~tur. Anadolu'nun c;:e~itli yerlerinde gorev 

ald1ktan sonra dogdugu topraklara donmu~ ve burada vefat etmi~tir. Anadolu insanini iyi 

taniyan Nasreddin Hoca; k1vrak zekas1, hazir cevaphhg1, ele~tirel ve c;:ozumleyici (analitik) 

du~Onmeye te~vik eden Oslubu ile c;:ogu ya~anm1~ olaylardan yola c;:1karak anlatllmakta olan 

fikralan ile anilmaktad1r. Nasreddin Hoca, ilk sozuyle gulduren son sozuyle du~Onduren 

mizah, ile hem ilc;:emizde hem de Olkemizde c;:ok sevilmektedir. Bugun Sivrihisar'da hangi kap, 

c;:ahnsa Nasreddin Hocaya ait fikralarm halk tarafindan anlat1ld1grn1 duyma firsatl bulunsunuz. 

Dernegimiz, Nasreddin Hoca'y1 ya~atmak, yeni ku~aklara dogru bir bic;:imde aktarabilmek ic;:in 

birc;:ok etkinlik ve akademik c;:ah~maya katllm,~tlr. 2018 yilrnda Sivrihisar'da kalkrnma 

ajansrndan destek alarak Nasreddin Hoca Kultur evi ac;:ilmasm, saglam,~tlr. Sivrihisar 

Belediyesi'nin duzenledigi Nasreddin Hocanrn ya~ad1g1, anlat1ld1g1 ya da kendi anlatl 

kahramanlannin oldugu Olkelerin davet edildigi "Uluslararas, Nasreddin Hoca KOltOr ve Sanat 

Festivali" n de etkin olarak yer alm,~tlr. 

Kultur ve Turizm Bakanl1g1 Ara~tlrma ve Egitim Genel Mudurlugunde gerc;:ekle~tirilen dosya 

haz1rhk c;:ah~malanna Sivrihisar Belediyesi olarak katlhm saglad1k ve olumlu goru~lerimizi 

sunduk. Dosyadaki unsurun ya~atllarak korunmasrna katk1 saglayacag1 goru~Ondeyiz. 

"N~! .. ~,~--~l n Hoca F1kralan Anlatl Gelenegi" unsurunun "UNESCO insanl1grn Somut Olmayan 

NA~~ Temsili Listesi"ne kaydettirilmesini destekliyoruz. 

Sivrihisar Kultur Turizm ve Dayani~ma D 



Unofficial Translation 

SIVRIHISAR CULTURE TOURISM PROMOTION AND SOLIDARITY ASSOCIATION 
13 March 2020, Sivrihisar 

TO "THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
SAFEGUARDING OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE" 

Sivrihisar Culture Tourism Promotion and Solidarity Association was established on 05 August 
2016 with the registry number of 26-016-186 to create promotion policies within the borders of 
Eski~ehir and Sivrihisar and domestic and foreign arena, and to research and safeguard the historical, 
scientific, artistic, social and economic values of the tangible-intangible cultural values and to transmit 
them to the future generations with the aim of supporting the women, young people and disadvantaged 
groups of Sivrihisar. 

Sivrihisar, the county of Eski~ehir located at the Ankara border, has hosted many civilizations 
throughout the history. Therefore, an important hospitality culture has developed in the county. 

Nasreddin Hodja, who is accepted as the representative of the philosophical humour, was born in 
the Hortu village of Sivrihisar (the current name of which is Nasreddin Hodja district) in 1208. After 
serving in various parts of the Anatolia, he returned to the place where he was born and passed away 
here. Nasreddin Hodja, who knows the Anatolian people well, is known as a quick-wit, repartee 
personality with a style that encourages critical and analytical thinking, and with his anecdotes 
narrated based on real events. Nasreddin Hodja is very popular both in our county and in our country 
with his humour which makes us laugh with his first word and makes us think with his last word. 
Today, you have the opportunity to hear the anecdotes ofNasreddin Hodja being told by the public at 
every comer of Sivrihisar. 

Our Association has participated in many activities and academic studies in order to keep 
Nasreddin Hodja alive and to transmit him to new generations correctly. In 2018, Nasreddin Hodja 
Culture House was opened with the support of the development agency. It actively participated in the 
"International Nasreddin Hodja Culture and Art Festival" organized by Sivrihisar Municipality and the 
countries in which Nasreddin Hodja was lived and told or the countries that have their own narrative 
heroes are invited. 

As Sivrihisar Culture Tourism Promotion and Solidarity Association, we participated in the file 
preparation process carried out at the Directorate General of Research and Training of the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism and we presented our positive opinions. We are of the opinion that it will be 
beneficial for the safeguarding of the element in the file. We support the inscription of the "The Telling 
Tradition ofNasreddin Hodja Anecdotes" element on the "UNESCO Representative List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity". 

President of Sivrihisar Culture Tourism 
Promotion and Solidarity Association 

Hilseyin iLHAN 
< original signed > 



<P 
S lVR.JHtSAR, 

&ELEDlYESl T.C. 
SiVR1HiSAR BELEDiYE BA~KANLIGI 

Ba~kanhk 

SAYI :13099423-349/ S:,l('l$ 
KONU : R1za Mektubu Hk. 

SOMUT OLMA YAN KULTUREL MiRASIN KORUNMASI 
HUKUMETLER ARASI KOMiTESiNE 

16.03.2020 

Eski~ehir'in Ankara smmnda yer alan il9esi Sivrihisar, tarih boyunca bin;ok 
medeniyete ev sahipligi yapm1~tir. Bu nedenle il9e kiiltilriinde onemli bir ho~gorti kiiltiirti 
geli$mi$tir. 1877 y1hnda kurulan ve onemli projelerle hizmetlerine devam eden Sivrihisar 
Belediyesi, Nasreddin Hoca ve anlatilarma halk1yla birlikte sahip 91kmaktadir. Belediyemiz, 
Nasreddin Hoca anlatllannm ulusal olarak farkmdahgmm, uluslararas1 dil.zeyde de 
tanmirhgmm artmas1 amac1yla bir9ok 9ah$maya oncil.luk etmektedir. 

Felsefi mizahm temsilcisi kabul edilen Nasreddin Hoca, Sivrihisar'm Hortu koyunde 
($U anki ad1 Nasreddin Hoca mahallesi) 1208 y1lmda dogmu$tur. Anadolu'nun 9e$itli 
yerlerinde gorev ald1ktan sonra dogdugu topraklara donmil.$ ve burada vefat etmi$tir. Anadolu 
insamm iyi tamyan Nasreddin Hoca; k1vrak zeka.s1, hazir cevaphhg1, ele$tirel ve s;ozil.mleyici 
(analitik) dil.~il.nmeye te$vik eden iislubu ile s;ogu ya~anm1~ olaylardan yola 91karak 
anlat1lmakta olan f1kralar1 ile amlmaktadir. Nasreddin Hoca, ilk sozuyle guldiiren son sozil.yle 
dii$il.ndil.ren mizah1 ile hem il9emizde hem de il.lkemizde 90k sevilmektedir. Bugil.n 
Sivrihisar'da hangi kap1 9almsa Nasreddin Hocaya ait fikralarm halk tarafmdan anlat1ld1gm1 
duyma firsatl bulunsunuz. 

Sivrihisar Belediyesi olarak Nasreddin Hoca'y1 ya~atmak, yeni ku$aklara dogru bir 
bis;imde aktarabilmek i9in bir9ok etkinlik ve akademik 9ah~ma yap1lmaktadir. 1965 yilmdan 
itibaren ger9ekle~tirilen "Nasreddin Hoca Dogum ~enlikleri", son y1llarda Sivrihisar 
Belediyesi tarafmdan dil.zenlenen ve Nasreddin Hocanm ya~ad1g1, anlat1ld1g1 ya da kendi 
anlatl kahramanlarmm oldugu il.lkelerin davet edildigi "Uluslararas1 Nasreddin Hoca Kiiltilr 
ve Sanat Festivali" halini alm1~t1r. Festival kapsammda uluslararas1 kat1hmh halk danslar1, 
9ocuk oyunlar1, Nasreddin Hoca fikralarmm anlatim1 ve yan~malar dil.zenlenmektedir. 

Belediyemiz tarafmdan 2018 yilmda "Nasreddin Hoca Neden E~ege Ters Biner?" 
deneme yar1$mas1 yap1lm1~t1r. Ba$ta 9ocuklara yonelik olmak iizere kitap ve materyal 
haz1rlanm1~tir. Aynca Sivrihisar Belediyesi 'nin destegi ile temsili olarak haz1rlanan 
"Nasreddin Hoca ve E$egi" ile il9emizde her zaman kar~1la~abilirsiniz. 

Akademik 9ah$malar1 destekleme faaliyetlerimiz arasmda; Prof. Dr. Erol 
Altmsapan'm bilimsel ba$kanhgmda yil.rtitil.len kaz1 9ah$malar1 sonucunda Nasreddin 
Hocanm k1z1 Hatun'un mezarmm ve ta~mm bulunmas1, Prof. Dr. Mehmet Mahur Tulum 



tarafmdan Sivrihisar Ulucami Kiltliphanesinde muhafaza edilen sanduka mezar ta~mm 
bilimsel olarak Nasreddin Hocaya ait oldugunun tespit edilmesi konulan yer almaktadir. 

il9emiz ogrencilerinin TUBiTAK projelerinde yer almalanm da yine Nasreddin 
Roca'ya bor9lu olduklan soylenebilir. TUBiT AK "Sivrihisar Nasreddin Roca Bilim Senligi" 
projesini en iyi ~ekilde tamamlam1~tir. Projede "Degerlerimizi Gelecege U9uruyoruz, Anlati 
Geleneginde Nasreddin Hoca Atolyesi11 ile yer ald1. TUBiTAK-4004 projesi ile yine 
Sivrihisarh ogrencilerimiz "Geleneklerini Bil, Bilimle Geli~tir" projesini Nasreddin Hoca ile 
ger9ekle~tirecektir. 

Nasreddin Rocanm dogdugu koyde evi, Sivrihisar il9e merkezinde de "Nasreddin 
Roca Kiiltilr ve Sanat Evi" bulunmaktad1r. Aslmda Eski~ehir ve Sivrihisar'da yilzilnilzli 
nereye 9evirirseniz Nasreddin Roca'nm ismi, figilrleri ve ona dair bir9ok simge ile 
kar~1la~us1mz. 

Killtlir ve Turizm Bakanhg1 Ara~tirma ve Egitim Genel Mildilrlilgilnde ger9ekle~tirilen 
dosya hazirhk 9ah~malarma Sivrihisar Belediyesi olarak katihm saglad1k ve olumlu 
goril~lerimizi sunduk. Dosyadaki unsurun ya~at1larak korunmasma katki saglayacag1 
goril~ilndeyiz. "Nasreddin Boca F1kralan AnlatI Gelenegi" unsurunun "UNESCO insanhgm 
Somut Olmayan Killtlirel Miras1 Temsili Listesine kaydettirilmesini destekliyoruz. 
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TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE OF SAFEGUARDING INTANGIBLE 
CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Sivrihisar, the county of Eski~ehir located at the Ankara border, has hosted many 
civilizations throughout the history. Therefore, an important hospitality culture has developed 
in the county. Sivrihisar Municipality, which was founded in 1877 and still continues its 
services with important projects, protects Nasreddin Hodja and his narratives along with its 
people. Our Municipality pioneers many studies in order to increase the national awareness of 
the Nasreddin Hodja narratives and to increase their international recognition. 

Nasreddin Hodja, who is accepted as the representative of the philosophical humor, 
was born in the Hortu village of Sivrihisar (the current name of which is Nasreddin Hodja 
district) in 1208. After serving in various parts of the Anatolia, he returned to the place where 
he was born and passed away there. Nasreddin Hodja, who knows the Anatolian people well, 
is known as a quick-wit, repartee person with a style that encourages critical and analytical 
thinking, and with his anecdotes, which are narrated based on real events. Nasreddin Hodja is 
very popular both in our county and in our country with his humor which makes us laugh with 
his first word and makes us think with his last word. Today, you have the opportunity to hear 
the anecdotes of Nasreddin Hodja being told by the public at every comer of Sivrihisar. 

As Sivrihisar Municipality, many activities and academic studies are carried out in 
order to keep Nasreddin Hodja alive and convey his narratives to new generations correctly. 
"Nasreddin Hodja Birth Festivals", which have been held since 1965, has become the 
"International Nasreddin Hodja Culture and Art Festival" organized by Sivrihisar 
Municipality and the countries in which Nasreddin Hodja lived, told or the countries that have 
their own narrative heroes are invited. Within the scope of the festival, folk dances with 
international participation, children's games, telling of Nasreddin Hodja anecdotes and 
competitions are organized. 

An essay competition called "Why does Nasreddin Hodja mount the donkey 
backwards?" was held in 2018 by our Municipality. Books and materials were prepared, 
especially for children. Furthermore, you can always encounter "Nasreddin Hodja and his 
Donkey", which is prepared as a representation with the support of Sivrihisar Municipality, in 
our district. 



The following subjects are among our activities to support the academic studies: Tomb 
and tombstone of Hatun, daughter of Nasreddin Hodja, was found in the excavations led by 
Prof. Dr. Erol Altmsapan. The sarcophagus stone, which was preserved in the Sivrihisar 
Ulucami Library, was determined to belong to the Nasreddin Hodja by Prof. Dr. Mehmet 
Mahur Tulum. 

It can be said that the students of our county owe Nasreddin Hodja to take part in 
TUBiT AK projects. TUBiTAK successfully completed the project of "Sivrihisar Nasreddin 
Hodja Science Festival". It participated in the project with "Conveying Our Values to the 
Future, Nasreddin Hodja Workshop in Narrative Tradition". The students of Sivrihisar will 
once again complete the TUBiTAK-4004 project of "Know Your Traditions, Improve them 
with Science" with Nasreddin Hodja. 

The house of Nasreddin Hodja is located in the village where he was born, and a 
"Nasreddin Hodja Culture and Art House" is located in the Sivrihisar county center. In fact, 
no matter where you look in Eski~ehir and Sivrihisar, you can see the name, figures and many 
symbols of Nasreddin Hodja. 

As Sivrihisar Municipality, we participated in the file preparation process carried out 
at the Research and Training Directorate of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and we 
presented our positive opinions. We are of the opinion that safeguarding the subject in the file 
will be beneficial. We support the registration of the "Narrative Tradition of Nasreddin Hodja 
Anecdotes" element to the "Representative List of UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity". 
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UNESCO SOMUT OLMAY AN KULTUREL MiRAS HOKOMETLERARASI KOMiTESiNE 

Ak~ehir Belediyesi olarak, Ak~ehir'de ya~am1~ ve Tlirbesi Ak~ehir'de bulunan Unlli nliktedan, 
devrinin ilim adamt Nasreddin Hoca'nm tlim yonleriyle dilnya kliltlirliniln zenginlikleri kapsammda 
algilanmas1, ta111t1mlar yaptlmas1 ve hak ettigi ilgiyi bulmas1 i9in onemli at1ltmlar 
gerr;ek le~ti rmekteyiz. 

1959 ytlmdan beri 5-10 Temmuz tarihleri arasmda dilzenledigimiz Uluslararas1 Ak~ehir 
Nasreddin Hoca ~enlikleri, be~ ytldtr 23-26 Ekim tarihlerinde yap1lan Nasreddin Hoca Anma GUnleri, 
i'vlilli Egitim Bakanlig11niz'111 katk1lanyla dart ytldir ger9ekle~tirilen Ulusal ilkokullar aras1 F1kra 
Canlandirma Yan~malan; hem Nasreddin Hoca gibi tlim evrensel bir kimligin ta111t1lmas111da, hem de 
farkl1 ki.iltilrlerin bir araya gelmesinde etkin bir rol oynamaktad1r. 

Nasreddin Hoca konusunda yaptlan bilimsel, ktiltlirel 9alt~malar htzla artmaktadir. Bu alanda 
,-\.k~ehir Belediyesi olarak Sempozyumlar, Paneller ve Konferanslar dlizenlemekteyiz. Yaptlan her 
yeni 9ah~ma. Nasreddin Hoca'y1 daha iyi anlamam1za ve fikralarmm daha geni~ kitlelere 
aktanlmasma da hizmet etmektedir. 

Birle~mi~ Milletler Egitim, Bilim ve Kliltilr Kurumu UNESCO'nun 1996 yil1111 Nasreddin 
Hoca Yil, olarak ilan etmesi, 2008 y1ltnda Nasreddin Hoca'mn 800. Dogum YtldonilmU 
rni.inasebetiyle, Ulkemizde ve dlinyanm bir 90k Ulkesinde kliltlirel, bilimsel etkinliklerin yapilmas1; 
Nasreddin Hoca'm1z111 tlim dlinyada se9kin bir yer edindiginin gostergesidir. 

Toplumsal bilince bir 9agn olan f1kralan da gelenek ve goreneklerimize; tarihimize, 
kiiltiiri.imUze baglthgm gerekliligini bizlere her firsatta hattrlattrken, gelecege dogru atacag1miz saglam 
ad1mlann garantisini vennektedir. 

Ki.ilti.ir ve Turizm Bakanltgt Somut Olmayan Tilrk KliltUr Miras1 Daire Ba~kanhg1 tarafmdan 
9ali~malan ylirUti.ilen UNESCO nezdinde "Nasreddin Hoca Ftkralan Anlatma Gelenegi"nin somut 
olmayan killtlirel mirasm temsili listesine kay1t edilmesi amac1yla 24.02.2020 tarihinde yapilan 
9ah~ma toplant1s111a kat1lm1~ bulunuyoruz. Bu kapsamda; bilnyemizde yer alan tlim beige, dokliman 
ve gorsellerin kullan1mma da izin verdigimizi taahhi.it ediyoruz. 

Bu mirasm korunmasmda, ya~amp ve ya~at1lmas111da aktif roller Ustlen n Ak~ehir Belediyesi 
olarak Ak~ehir halkt adma UNESCO tarafindan "Nasreddin Hoca F1kra I An tma Gelenegi"nin 
Somut Olmayan KUltlirel Miras listesine 90k uluslu dosya olarak kay1t edynesini d stekliyoruz. 

l__,, /4 4.~ Dr.Salih AKKA Y 
Ak~ehir Belediye B ka111 

Kliltlir ve Sosyal i~ler Mildlirlligli Ayrmt11J Bilgi iyin irtibat: ibrahim ONCEL KSiM 
42550 Ak$ehir/ KONY A 
Tel : (0 332) 813 3 7 00 Fax: (0 332) 813 16 16 
E posta: kultuni aksehir.bel.tr 
Web: aksehir.bel.tr 
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REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 
AK~EHIR MUNICIPALITY 

Culture and Social Affairs Directorate 

02.03.2020 

TO "THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
SAFEGUARDING OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE" 

As Ak~ehir Municipality, we are making significant breakthroughs for Nasreddin Hodja who is 
the famous wit and scientist of his time, who · lived and whose tomb is located in Ak~ehir, to be 
perceived, promoted and received the attention· he deserved in all aspects within the richness of 
world culture. 

· . . International Ak~ehir Nasreddin Hodja Festivals which have been organized between the dates 
of 5-10 July since 1959, Nasreddin Hodja M_emorial Days held between 23-26 October for five 
years, and the National Primary Schools Anecdotes Animation Competitions held for four years with 
the contributions of the Ministry of Education; plays quite effective roles both in the promotion of a 
universal identity like Nasreddin Hodja and in the gathering of different cultures. 

Scientific and cultural studies focused orUhe subject of Nasreddin Hodja are increasing rapidly. 
"As Ak~ehir Municipality, we organize symposiums, panels and conferences in this field. Every new 

study also serves us to understand Nasreddin Hodja better and to transmit his anecdotes to larger 
mas;es. UNESCO's declaration of 1996 as the year of Nasreddin Hodja and many cultural and 
scientific activities held in our country and in many countries of the world due to the 800th 
Anniversary of Nasreddin Hodja in 2008, indicate that Nasreddin Hodja has a distinguished place in 

.. the world. His anecdotes, as being a call to social consciousness, while remind us of the necessity of 
loyalty to our traditions, history and culture, but also it guarantees our solid steps towards the future. 

We have participated in the workshop carried out by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism the 
Intangible Turkish Cultural Heritage Department on 24 February 2020 with the aim of preparing the 
.nomination file of the Telling Tradition of Nasreddin Hodja Anecdotes for UNESCO Representative 

. List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. In this context, we also guarantee that we 
allow the use of all docttments and images owned by us. 

As Ak~ehir Municipality, which has an active role in safeguarding and keeping this heritage 
alive, we support the ' inscription of the Telling Tradition of Nasreddin Hodja Anecdotes on the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage List of UNESCO. 

Dr.Salih AKKA YA 
Ak~ehir Mayor 

< originally signed > 


