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The Vltava River has always played an important role, since the time the surrounding areas were first settled. It was an important 
business route using different types of watercrafts, mainly timber rafts using the natural river flux. Timber rafting on the Vltava River was 
mentioned in the 11st century first. Today, timber rafting is not used for commercial purposes any more, but the traditional crafts related to 
timber rafting and mainly with the manufacturing of watercrafts is still safeguarded in Central Bohemia. This is also thanks to the Vltavan 

ition. 
 

 
 

Individual Vltavan Clubs were founded at the turn of the 20th century and have been active ever since. They can thus be proud of their 
more than 100-year tradition. These days, they greatly contribute to the safeguard of crafts and skills related to timber rafting. They pass 
traditional technologies related to timber rafting to new generations thanks to presentations  of  raft building. To pass their skills to young 
generations they cooperate with several vocational schools. Their international cooperation, e.g. with the rafters from Austria are important 
too. All Vltavan Club are also members of the International Association of Timber-Raftsmen; timber rafting is  performed in other countries 
too. 

 
Timber rafting traditions are linked with all our oral  folklore and celebrations. The Clubs try to collect timber rafting vocabulary or 

songs (e.g. Boaters' polka) which are sung during celebrations and social events. 
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