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SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MIRAS TURKIYE ULUSAL ENVANTERI

ENVANTER BIiLGILERI:

Unsurun Adr: Ahlat Tas Isciligi,

Unsurun Bilinen Diger Adlari: Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Islemeciligi, Ahlat Tas Ustalig
Unsurun Envanter Numarasi: 1.003.05/13

Unsurun Envantere Kayit Tarihi: 28/09/2009

Unsura ili§kin Envanter Giincelleme Tarihleri: 03/08/2012, 13/03/2013, 07/12/2020
Unsurun Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Alanlar:

e Doga ve Evrenle Ilgili Bilgi ve Uygulamalar
e Geleneksel Zanaatkarlik/ El Sanatlar1 Gelenegi

Unsurun Yer Aldig1 Grup Bashgi: Geleneksel Mimari ve Yapi Ustaligi (Tas, tugla, kerpig,
metal, ahsap, cam vb.)

Ana Unsur Bashgi: Geleneksel Tas Yap1 Ustaligi ve Tas Islemeciligi (1.003.05)

Unsurun Envantere Kayith Oldugu Iller: Bitlis

UNSURA iLiSKIN BILGILER

Unsurun Kisa Tanimai:

Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Is¢iligi; asirlardir Ahlath ustalarca Ahlat civarindaki tag ocaklarindan
volkanik Ahlat tasimin gikarilmasi, gikarilan taglarin iglenmesi, siislenmesi ve bu taslarla yapr
insa edilmesine dayanan kusaktan kusaga aktarilan bilgileri, yontemleri ve estetik anlayisi
ifade etmektedir. Ahlat Tasi, Bitlis’in Ahlat ilgesinde Nemrut dag: eteklerinden geleneksel
yontemlerle ¢ikarilan volkanik bir tagtir. Tag ig¢ileri tarafindan tasin ¢ikarilmas: sirasinda halk

takvimi ve dogayla ilgili geleneksel bilgiler de 6nemli bir yer tutar.

Ahlat tagimin kirmizi, siyah, gri, beyaz veya kiil rengi gesitleri vardir. Ilk ¢ikartildiginda

yumusak olan Ahlat taglar1 zamanla ¢ok sertlesmektedir. Cikarilan tas, fazla zaman
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gecirilmeden tas ustalart tarafindan kesilerek islenmekte ve ardindan el aletleriyle

stislenmektedir. Ustalarca meydana getirilen tag eserler sanat degeri tasiyan, zengin bir
bezemeye sahiptir. Tas stislemeler; kazima, kabartma ve oyma teknigiyle
gerceklestirilmektedir. Bu taglar; ev, cami, tiirbe, hamam ve koprii gibi mimari eserlerin yani
sira mezar taslarinda, kitabelerde, cesmelerde ve giiniimiizde ¢esitli sanat eserlerinde de
kullanilmaktadir. Bu taglarla yap:t inga edilmesi ayri1 bir geleneksel ustalik bilgisini
gerektirmektedir. Ahlat Tas Isciligiyle yapilmig mimari eserler ve mezar taglar1 Ahlat kent
imgesinin énemli bir pargasini olugturmaktadir. Unsur, Ahlat’ta yasayan insanlarin kiiltiirel

kimliginin bir parcasi oldugu kadar ulusal diizeyde kiiltiirel devamlilik hissi de yaratmaktadir.

Unsura iliskin geleneksel bilgi, beceri ve uygulamalar usta-¢irak iligkisi iginde

aktarilmaktadir. Son yillarda non-formal egitimlerle de unsurun aktarimi saglanmaktadir.
Unsurun Cografi Dagilimi:

Unsur genel olarak Bitlis’in Ahlat ilgesinde icra edilmekle birlikte baz1 Ahlatl ustalar Tiirkiye
icinde ve disinda Ahlat tas is¢iligiyle eserler de yapmaktadir.

Unsurla Ilgili Grup ve Topluluklar:

Ahlat tas is¢iligini geleneksel teknikler, yontemler ve malzemelerle siirdiiren kisiler unsurun
ilgili toplulugunu olusturmaktadir. Ancak, bu ilgili toplulukta ti¢ ana grup bulunmaktadir:
Birincisi tag ocaklarindan geleneksel yontemlerle tag ¢ikaran tas iggileri, ikincisi, ¢ikarilan
taslar1 isleyen ve siisleyen zanaatkarlar, tiglinciisii, taglar1 ¢esitli el aletleriyle keserek yap1 inga

eden kisiler olan tag ustalaridir.

2012 yilinda Yagayan Insan Hazinesi ilan edilen ve 26 Kasim 2020 tarihinde 92 yasinda vefat
eden Ahlat Tag Ustas: Tahsin Kalender unsurun gelecek kusaklara aktarilmasinda onemli bir
rol oynamistir. Tahsin Kalender birgok usta yetistirmis; sahip oldugu beceri ve eserleri

sayesinde geng nesillerin unsura iligkin farkindaliklarinin artmasina katkida bulunmugtur.

Ayrica, Ahlat’ta unsurla ilgili 3 STK bulunmaktadir. Miras tagyicilari ve sivil toplum
kuruluslar1 unsurla ilgili envaterin olusturulmasinda ve giincellenmesinde aktif olarak yer

almaktadir.
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Unsurla Ilgili Koruma Eylem Plan:

Kamu kurumlari, ilgili sivil toplum kuruluslari, akademisyenler ve miras tasiyicilarinin aktif
katilimlariyla belirlenen ve 25 Subat 2021 tarihinde gergeklestirilen toplantiyla kesinlestirilen

Koruma Eylem Plani 5 ana hedefe sahiptir.

1- Unsurun siirdiiriilebilirligini tehdit eden ekonomik ve sosyal degisimlere kars1 gerekli

O6nlemlerin alinmasi,

2- Geleneksel bilgi ve becerilerin aktarilmasindaki siirekliligin saglanmas1 ve usta-¢irak

iliskisinin giiglendirilmesi,
3- Yerel diizeyde geleneksel mimari ve malzeme kullaniminin yayginlastirilmasi,
4- Unsura iligkin toplumsal farkindaligin artmasi,
5- Ahlat tag ocaklarinin siirdiiriilebilirliginin saglanmasi.
Unsur ile flgili Yaymlar Listesi:

DAVULCU, Mahmut, (2015) Ahlat Yoresi Tag Ustalig1 Geleneginin Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel
Miras Ag¢isindan Onemi ve Yapr Ustas1 Tahsin Kalender, Avrasya Uluslararast Arastirmalar

Dergisi, C:4, Say1:7 Temmuz 2015
KARAMAGARALI, Beyhan (1992), Ahlat Mezar Taslar1, Ankara: Kiiltiir Bakanlig1 Yayinlar:

SAYAN, Yiksel (1999), “Ahlathh Sanatkarlarin Yetismesi ve Tirk Sanatina Katkilari
Uzerine”, Miize Kent Ahlat’mn Tirk Kiiltir Tarihinde Diinii ve Bugilinii Sempozyumu

Bildirileri, Van: Ahlat Kaymakamlig1 Yaymlari.
SUMER, Faruk (1989), “Ahlat”, TDV Islam Ansiklopedisi, c. II, Istanbul, 19-22.

TEKIN, Rahmi (2000), Ahlat Tarihi, Istanbul: Osmanl1 Arastirmalar1 Vakfi Yayinlari.
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GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF
RESEARCH AND TRAINING

THE FORM OF ICH NATIONAL INVENTORY OF TURKEY

INVENTORY INFORMATION:

Name of the Element: Traditional Ahlat Stonework

Other Names of the Element: Traditional Ahlat Stone Carving, Craftsmanship of the Ahlat

Stone

Inventory Number of the Element: 1.003.05/13

Date of the Registration: 28/09/2009

Date of the Inventory Update for the Element: 03/08/2012, 13/03/2013, 07/12/2020

ICH Domains of the Element:
e Knowledge and Practices Concerning Nature and The Universe

e Traditional Craftsmanship
Group name of the element: Traditional Architecture and Craftspeople of Structure (stone,

brick, adobe, metal, glass etc.)
Title of the Main Element: Traditional Stone Masonry and Stonework (1.003.05)

Provinces Submitted Inventory Form for the Element: Bitlis

INFORMATION ABOUT THE ELEMENT:

Brief Description about Element:

Traditional Ahlat Stonework is the knowledge, methods, skills and aesthetic understanding,
transmitted from generation to generation for centuries and based on the extraction of
volcanic Ahlat stone from the quarries around Ahlat by the stone miners, shaping and
ornamenting of the Ahlat stone by stone carvers, and constructing structure and creating

artefacts by the practitioners of the element.
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Ahlat Stone is a volcanic stone extracted by traditional methods from the foothills of the
Mountain Nemrut located near to Ahlat, district of Bitlis province. Stones are extracted from
quarries through "nailing technique" which has been used for centuries. In this technique, the
iron wedges are hammered into the rock mass in a straight line and the rock mass is extracted
in the desired size and removed as a block. Folk calendar and traditional knowledge of nature

have important roles in the extraction of the stone by the stone miners.

Ahlat stone has several natural colours like red, black, grey, white and ash. The extracted
stone is initially easy to carve but becomes tough overtime. So, it is cut and shaped then
ornamented by stone carvers with hand-tools without much delay. The ornamentation on
Ahlat stone is formed by scraping, relief and carving techniques. They are generally used
vegetal, geometric and calligraphic shapes that reveal a certain aesthetic understanding
transmitted from generation to generation. Building a structure by using Ahlat stone requires
special technique and knowledge. The construction of the buildings starts and ends in periods
determined according to the traditional folk calendar. Besides the architectural works such as
houses, mosques, mausoleums and bridges; the stones are also used in tombstones,

inscriptions, fountains and today in various artefacts.

Traditional knowledge, skills, and practice related to the element is transmitted by the
relationship of master-apprentices. Non-formal education is also used to transmit the element

to the new generation in recent years.
Geographical Location of the Element:

The element is generally practised in the Ahlat district of Bitlis Province. However, it is
encountered some stoneworks made by stonemasons and stone carvers from Ahlat by using

Ahlat stone in Turkey and abroad.

Related Groups and Communities:
Concerned communities and relevant group of the element are people who maintain Ahlat
stonework with traditional techniques, knowledge, methods and materials. There are three

main groups in this concerned communities: The first is the stone miners, known as the "Tas
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[s¢isi", who extracts stones from quarries using traditional methods. The second is the stone

carvers who shape and ornament the quarried stones. There is also another group in the stone
carvers who is motif designers and are called "Motifci". The third is stonemasons who build

structures by shaping stones with various hand tools.

Master of Ahlat Stonework Tahsin Kalender, who registered as a Living Human Treasure in
2012 and died on 26.11.2020 at the age of 92, played an important role in the transmission of
the element to the next generations. Kalender trained many apprentices and he contributed to

raising awareness on the element among the young generations.

There are three NGOs located in Ahlat related to the element. Bearers and NGOs related to the
element, have been played an active role in registration, revise and update of the inventory of

the element.
Strategic Safeguarding Plan for the Element:

The Safeguarding Action Plan was determined with the active participation of public
institutions, related NGOs, academicians, bearers and practitioners at the national meeting
held on February 25, 2021. There five main objectives of the framework of the Safeguarding

Action Plan:

Objective-1: Taking Necessary Measures Against Economic and Social Changes

Threatening the Viability of the Element,

Objective-2: Ensuring Continuity in the Transmission of Traditional Knowledge and

Skills and Strengthening the Master-Apprentice Relationship,

Objective-3: Dissemination of Traditional Architecture and Usage of Traditional Materials

at Local Level,
Objective-4: Raising Social Awareness about the Element,

Objective-5: Ensuring the Sustainability of Ahlat Stone Quarries.
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Branch Manager of National ICH Inventory
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SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MIiRAS ULUSAL ENVANTER FiSi

Unsurun Adi Ahlat Tas Isciligi Envanter Numarasi Onay Tarihi
Diger Adlan Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Islemeciligi, Ahlat Tas Ustalig1 1.003.05/13 28/09/2009
Kisa Tanimi

Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciligi; asirlardir Ahlatli ustalarca Ahlat civarindaki tas ocaklarindan volkanik Ahlat tagmnin
¢ikarilmasi, ¢ikarilan taslarin islenmesi, siislenmesi ve bu taslarla yap1 insa edilmesine dayanan kusaktan kusaga aktarilan
bilgileri, yontemleri ve estetik anlayis1 ifade etmektedir. Ahlat Tas1, Bitlis’in Ahlat ilgesinde Nemrut dagi eteklerinden
geleneksel yontemlerle cikarilan volkanik bir tastir. Tas iscileri tarafindan tagin ¢ikarilmas sirasinda halk takvimi ve
dogayla ilgili geleneksel bilgiler de dnemli bir yer tutar.

ORI ALARIARI Doga ve Evrenle Ilgili Bilgi ve Uygulamalar; El Sanatlar1 Gelenegi

Cografi Dagilm (Unsur i¢in

Envanter Formu Génderen iller) Bitlis

Ahlat tas isciligini geleneksel teknikler, yontemler ve malzemelerle siirdiiren kisiler

unsurun ilgili toplulugunu olusturmaktadir. Ancak, bu ilgili toplulukta ii¢ ana grup

figili Topluluk, Grup ve Bireyler |bulunmaktadir: Birincisi tag ocaklarmdan geleneksel yontemlerle tas ¢ikaran tas iscileri,

(Unsurla ilgili Bilgisi ve Koruma |ikincisi, ¢ikarilan taslar1 isleyen ve siisleyen zanaatkarlar, iigiinciisii, taglar1 gesitli el
Onerisinde Bulunanlar) aletleriyle keserek yapi insa eden kisiler olan tas ustalaridir. 2012 yilinda Yasayan Insan

Hazinesi ilan edilen ve 26 Kasim 2020 tarihinde 92 yasinda vefat eden Ahlat Tag Ustast

Tahsin Kalender unsurun gelecek kusaklara aktarilmasinda 6nemli bir rol oynamustir.

Hazirlayan

Onaylayan [
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Ulusal Envanterler Sube Miidiirii
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THE FORM OF ICH NATIONAL INVENTORY OF TURKEY

Name of the Element Traditional Ahlat Stonework

Inventory Number |Date of Approval

Other Names of the Element |Traditional Ahlat Stone Carving, Craftsmanship of the Ahlat Stone

1.003.05/13 28/09/2009

Brief Description of the Element

the practitioners of the element.

of the stone by the stone miners.

Traditional Ahlat Stonework is the knowledge, methods, skills and aesthetic understanding, transmitted from generation to
generation for centuries and based on the extraction of volcanic Ahlat stone from the quarries around Ahlat by the stone
miners, shaping and ornamenting of the Ahlat stone by stone carvers, and constructing structure and creating artefacts by

Ahlat Stone is a volcanic stone extracted by traditional methods from the foothills of the Mountain Nemrut located near to
Ahlat, district of Bitlis province. Folk calendar and traditional knowledge of nature have important roles in the extraction

ICH DOMAIN(S) Knowledge and Practices Concerning Nature and the Universe; Traditional Craftsmanship

Geographical Distribution (Cities

element)

submitted inventory form for the |Bitlis
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Ahlat stonework with traditional techniques, knowledge, methods and materials. There
Concerned Communities, Groups ate three main groups in this concerned communities: The first is the stone miners,
and Individuals (Those providing known as the "Tas Is¢isi", who extracts stones from quarries using traditional methods.
evidence for safeguarding the ~ The second is the stone carvers who shape and ornament the quarried stones. There is
also another group in the stone carvers who is motif designers and are called "Motifci".

The third is stonemasons who build structures by shaping stones with various hand tools.
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