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Kaymakamligimiz, Bitlis ili, Ahlat ilgesinin en {ist miilki amirligi Nola‘rak'i‘l‘geygnfmé ---------
vermektedir. Diinya Sakin Sehirler Birligi (CittaSlow) iiyesi olan ilgemizin sosyo-ekonomik
kalkinmasinin yaninda geleneksel kent dokusunun ve kimliginin korunmasi bizim i¢in son
derece 6nem arz etmektedir.

Insanoglu, var oldugundan giiniimiize kadar hayatinin birgok asamasinda tas ile i¢ ice
olmustur. Ihtiya¢ alanlar1 genisledik¢e gereksinimler ¢esitlenmis, tas farkli alanlarda
kullanilmaya baslanmistir.Giinlimiize kadar ulasan tastan eserler, bu islerle ugrasan
zanaatkdrlarin el becerileri ile gelismis ve basli basina bir sanat kolunun dogmasina yol
acmastir.

Van Golii havzasinda bulunan ve giiniimiizde Bitlis ilinin bir ilgesi olan Ahlat, blgede
“Ahlat Tas1” diye bilinen ve bolge mimarisinde énemli bir yeri olan tasiyla meshurdur. Bu tas
ylzyillardir oldugu gibi, glinimiizde de hem modern mimaride hem de tarihi mimari eserlerin
onartminda ¢okg¢a kullanilmaktadir.

Ozellikle Ahlat ilgesinde tas is¢iligi yogun bir sekilde devam etmektedir. Ilgedeki
mezar taglari, kiimbet, tiirbe, han, hamam, camii, ¢esme, kale, medrese, kervansaray gibi
eserlerde tas is¢iliginin yogun olarak kullamldigi goriilmektedir. Ahlat, tarihte 6nemli eserler
meydana getirmis bir yerlesim yeri olmustur. Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Is¢iligi ile yapilmis eserler
bunlarin basinda gelmektedir. Ahlat’ta UNESCO Diinya Kiiltiir Miras1 Gegici Listesinde de
yer alan Selguklu Meydan Mezarligi ve Oren Yeri, kiimbetler, camiler, kopriiler, tarihi evler
ve kale kalintilar bunun en énemli 6rneklerindendir. Bu eserler ve onu ortaya ¢ikaran ustalik
sadece sanatsal c¢iktilar degil sehir kimliginin insasinda da 6nemli bir yer tutmustur.
Giinlimiizde de bu gelenek Ahlat’li tas ustalar1 tarafindan siirdiiriilmektedir. Ne var ki;
giinlimiizde bu zanaatin arzulanan seviyede stirdiiriildigiinii s6ylemek mumkiin degildir.

UNESCO, Somut Olmayan Kiiltiire] Mirasin Korunmasi (SOKUM) Sézlesmesi’nde
somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasi; topluluklarin, gruplarin ve kimi durumlarda bireylerin kiiltiirel
miraslarimin bir pargasi olarak tammladiklari uygulamalar, temsiller, anlatimlar, bilgiler,
beceriler ve bunlara iliskin araglar, geregler ve kiiltiirel mekanlar olarak tanimlamistir (Somut
Olmayan Kiiltiirel Mirasin Korunmasi Sozlesmesi, 2003: madde 2). Tas Isleme Sanati,
ilgemizin somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasidir.

Kaymakamlik olarak, 2011 yilinda, UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut
Olmayan Kilttirel Miras Listesine unsurun sunulmasi ve sonraki yillarda basta Kiiltiir ve
Turizm Bakanligi olmak tizere ilgili paydaslar ile gelenegin korunmasina yonelik ¢esitli
faaliyetler ve projeler yiiriitiilmiistiir. Ancak elde edilen kazanimlara ragmen halen unsurun
tehlike altinda oldugu goézlenmektedir.Giinlimiizde hizar makinelerinin tas is¢iliginde
kullanilmasi tag ustalarina biiyiik darbe vurmustur. Bu nedenle geleneksel Ahlat tas is¢iligi ile
meydana getirilmis eser sayisi ve gesidi giin gegtik¢e azalmaktadir.

UNESCO’nun bu unsurla ilgili destegine 6zel dnem veriyoruz. Sizden alacagimiz
destegin motivasyonu ile paydaslarimizla yogun olarak icra edecegimiz ¢alismalarimizla bu
zanaatin korunacagina, yasatilacagia ve geleneksel 6ziinii tahrip etmeden gelistirilecegine
derin bir inang beslemekteyiz. Bu sadece bir temenniden ibaret degildir. Basta bu unsurla
ilgili gerceklestirilen dosya hazirlik toplantist olmak iizere; miras tasiyicilary, ilgili kamu
kurumlar: ve sivil toplum kuruluslar: temsilcileri ile birlikte aktif olarak ¢alismakta ve miras
tagryicilarimizla gelecege doniik somut planlar yapmaktayiz. 2019 yilindan beri Ahlat’taki
miras tagtyicilarimizin aktif katilimlariyla yirtitiilen dosya hazirlik ¢alismalar1 kapsaminda ve
Calisma Grubunun tespitleri sonrasinda gergeklestirilen 25 Subat 2021 tarihli toplantida
Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Is¢iligine yonelik tehditlerin belirlenmesi ve koruma eylem planlarinin
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olusturulmasinda paydaslarimizla birlikte aktif olarak yer aldik. Ayrica bu zanaatin korunmasi
ve gelistirilmesine yonelik olusturulacak olan Izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunun dogal
liyesi olarak sorumlulugumuzun bilincindeyiz. Bu gelenegin UNESCO’ya kayd: sonrasinda
da yapilacak olan ¢alismalarda Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig: ile birlikte genis bir inisiyatif
gosterilecektir. Bunun i¢in insan kaynagimizin da yeterli olduguna inamyoruz. Biitge
imkanlarimiz g¢ergevesinde, hazirlanan eylem plani kapsaminda, amaglara ulagsmak i¢in icra
edilecek bircok eylemlerin sorumlulugunu simdiden tistlenmis bulunuyoruz. Ayrica diger
eylemlerde de ilgili kamu kurumlar1 ve unsurun ilgili topluluguyla isbirligi yapilacaktir.

Sonug olarak, Ahlat sehrinin kiiltiirel kimligimin bir parcasi olan Geleneksel Ahlat Tas
Is¢iliginin UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi’ne
sunulmasina riza gosteriyoruz. Ayrica dosyayla ilgili bir kamu kurumu olarak bu gelenekle
ilgili tizerimize diigen sorumlulugun farkindayiz. Bu sorumlulugu yerine getirmeye hazir
oldugumuzu da beyan ediyor, ilgili aday dosyay: hassasiyetle destekliyoruz.

Saygilarimla

Fikret Dag
Ahlat Kaymakami
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TO THE UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Our district governorship serves the district as the highest administrative authority of
Bitlis province, Ahlat district. Besides the socio-economic development of our district, which
is a member of the Citta Slow Union, it is extremely important for us to protect the traditional
urban texture and identity.

Human beings have been intertwined with stone in many stages of their life, from their
existence until today. As the needs expanded, the requirements diversified and the stone began
to be used in different areas. The stone works that have survived until today, developed with
the handicraft of the craftspeople who dealt with these works, and gave rise to the emergence
of an art branch in its own right.

Located in the Van Lake basin and being a district of Bitlis province today, Ahlat is
famous for its stone known as "Ahlat Tas1" in the region and has an important place in the
architecture of the region. This stone is widely used today, both in contemporary architecture
and in the repair of historical architectural works.

Especially in Ahlat district, traditional stonework continues intensively. It is observed
that stonework is used extensively in structures such as tombstones, tomb, inn, bath, mosque,
fountain, castle, madrasa, caravanserai in the district. Ahlat has been a settlement that has
created important works in history. The works made with traditional Ahlat Stonework are the
leading ones. Seljuk Square Cemetery and Ruins, cupolas, mosques, bridges, historical houses
and castle ruins in Ahlat (The Tombstones of Ahlat the Urartian and Ottoman citadel ), which
are also on the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Tentative List, are the most important
examples of this. These works and the mastery that created them have an important place not
only in the artistic output but also in the construction of the urban identity. Today, this tradition
is continued by stone masters from Ahlat. However, today, it is not possible to say that the
element is maintained at the desired level.

Intangible cultural heritage is described in the Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage “means the practices, representations, expressions, knowledge,
skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —
that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize as part of their cultural
heritage. The Stonework Art is the intangible cultural heritage of our city. (2003 Convention
article 2)

As the district governorship, in 2011, various activities and projects were carried out
with the relevant stakeholders, especially the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, to submit on the
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, and to safeguarding the
element. However, despite the achievements, it is observed that the element is still in danger.
Today, the use of machines in the stonework has dealt a great blow to the master. For this
reason, the number and variety of works created with traditional Ahlat stonework is decreasing
day by day.

We pay special attention to UNESCO's support regarding the element. With the
motivation of the support we will receive from you, we have a deep belief that this element will



be safeguard, maintained and developed without destroying its traditional essence with our
intensive work with our stakeholders. This is not just a wish. In particular, the file preparation
meeting regarding this element; We work actively with the representatives of bearers and
practitioners, relevant public institutions and non-governmental organization; and we make
concrete safeguard plans for the future. After the determinations and reports of the Working
Group, since 2019, we have been actively involved with our stakeholders in determining the
threats and creating safeguarding action plans at the meeting held on February 25, 2021, within
the scope of the file preparation studies carried out with the active participation of bearers in
Ahlat. In addition, we are aware of our responsibility as a natural member of the Monitoring
and Evaluation Board, which will be established for the safeguard and development of this
element. A wide initiative will be shown together with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism in
the works to be carried out after the inscription of the element on UNESCO. We believe that
our human resources are sufficient for this. We have already assumed the responsibility of many
actions to be within the scope of the action plan prepared within the framework of our budget
possibilities. In addition, cooperation will be made with relevant public institutions and the
relevant community of the element for many objectives.

As a result, we consent to the submission of Traditional Ahlat Stonework, a part of
cultural identity in the Ahlat city, on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need
of Urgent Safeguarding. In addition, as a component body of the nomination file, we are aware
of our responsibility regarding safeguard the element. We declare that we are ready to fulfill
this responsibility and we sensitively support the nomination file with

Yours Sincerely,
(Signed)

Fikret Dag
Ahlat District Governor



T.C.
AHLAT BELEDIYESI
Yazi Isleri Miidiirliigii

SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS
HUKUMETLERARASI KOMITESINE

Bitlis iline bagli1 Ahlat ilgesi Belediyesi, ilgenin segimle gelen yerel yonetim organidir.
Bu bakimdan sehir insanim1 dogrudan temsil etmektedir. Sehre, sehir insanma ve sehrin
degerlerine hizmet etmek temel sorumluluklarimizdir. Sehrimizin temel degerlerinden bir
tanesi de Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciligidir. Sehir ahalimiz tarafindan asirlardir kugsaktan
kusaga yasatilmis bir unsur olan tas is¢iligi, sehir kimligimizin ayrilmaz bir pargasidir ve bu
unsur sadece mirasin uygulayicilarimi degil tim Ahlat halkini yakinen ilgilendirmektedir.

Belediye olarak bu somut olmayan kiiltiire] miras unsurunun 6neminin ve mevcut
konumunun farkindayiz. Giiniimiizde yok olma tehlikesi ile kars1 karsiya olmasi1 Ahlat halkini
endiselendirmektedir. Belediye olarak yaptigimiz ¢alismalarda, bugiine kadar Ahlat tas is¢iligi
ile meydana getirilmis eserlere zarar vermemeyi, onlar1 korumayi ve yasatmayr diistur
edindik.

Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciligi, sadece gegmiste ortaya konulmus nadide eserlerden
ibaret degildir ve giinlimiizde de Ahlatlh tas ustalar tarafindan yagatilmaya devam etmektedir.
Bu unsurun tagtyicilariyla birlikte ¢esitli toplanti, proje ve uygulamalarda bir araya
gelinmektedir. Envantere kayit siirecinde oldugu gibi 2020 yilinda yapilan envanter tespit
formu giincellemesine de diger sivil toplum kuruluglari temsilcileri ve miras tagiyicilariyla
birlikte katki sagladik.

Belediye olarak, 2011 yilinda, UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan
Kiiltiire] Miras Listesine unsurun sunulmasi ve sonraki yillarda basta Kiiltlir ve Turizm
Bakanlig1 olmak iizere ilgili kurumlar ve sivil toplum kuruluslar ile birlikte ¢esitli faaliyet ve
projeler ile unsura yonelik tehditleri bertaraf etmek i¢in ¢aligmalar yiiriitiilmistiir. Gelinen
noktada kayda deger ilerlemelere ragmen halen unsurun tehlike altinda oldugu
gozlenmektedir.

Unsurun siirdiiriilebilir bir sekilde korunabilmesi i¢gin UNESCO Acil Koruma
Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesine unsurun kaydinin ¢ok énemli bir adim
oldugunu disiiniiyoruz. Bu kapsamda, 2019 yilndan beri yliriitillen aday dosya hazirlik
slirecini bagindan bu yana destekliyoruz. Diger bir 6nemli gelisme ise 25 Subat 2021 tarihinde
gerceklestirilen Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Is¢iligi Dosya Hazirlik ve Yazim Toplantisidir. Aday
dosyanin hazirlanmasi ve koruma eylem planlarinin olusturulmasinda diger katilimcilarla
birlikte aktif olarak gorev aldik. Ayrica Belediye olarak, bu unsurun korunmasi ve
gelistirilmesi kapsaminda kurulacak izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunun dogal tiyesi
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T.C.
AHLAT BELEDIYESI
Yaz Isleri Miidiirliigii

konumundayiz. Bu tiyelik bize hem sorumluluk yiiklemekte hem de unsura yonelik aktif
calismalarda yer alma imkam sunmaktadir.

Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciliginin UNESCO’ya kayd: sonrasinda da yapilacak olan
calismalarda Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1 ve Ahlat Kaymakamligimiz ile birlikte, yerel halkin
temsilcisi olarak 6nemli bir sorumluluk iistlenilecektir. Bunun i¢in gerekli biitge ve insan
kaynag1, imkanlarimiz dahilinde tahsis edilecektir. Bunun yaninda, hazirlanan eylem plam
kapsaminda, hedefler dogrultusunda icra edilecek bazi eylemin sorumlulugunu paylasmaya
hazinz.

Netice itibariyla, Ahlat gehir yapisinin esash bir pargasi olan Geleneksel Ahlat Tag
[s¢iliginin UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi’ne aday
gosterilmesini Ahlat halki adina igtenlikle destekliyoruz. Ote yandan, adaylik basvuru formu
kapsaminda, bir kamu kurumu (component body) olarak bu unsurla ilgili {izerimize diisen
sorumlugun farkindayiz. Bu sorumlulugu yerine getirmeye hazir oldugumuzu da beyan
ediyoruz.

Saygilarimla.12/03/2021
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REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
AHLAT MUNICIPALITY
Editor in chief

TO THE UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Ahlat Municipality of Bitlis the province is the elected local government body of the Ahlat
district. In this respect, it directly represents the people of the city. Serving the city and people,
and promote the values of the city are our main responsibilities. One of the main values of our
city is Traditional Ahlat Stonework. Traditional Ahlat Stonework, an element that has been kept
alive for centuries by the people of the Ahlat, is an integral part of our urban identity. The
element closely concerns not only the practitioners but also the entire people of Ahlat.

As the municipality, we are aware of the importance and current position of this intangible
cultural heritage element. The fact that it faces the danger of disappearing today worries the
people of Ahlat. As a municipality During our efforts, our main principle is that not damaging
the artefacts made with Ahlat Stonework, and safeguarding and keep them alive.

Traditional Ahlat Stonework is not only rare artefacts from the past; the element continues to
be kept alive by masters from Ahlat today. We come together with the bearers of the element
in various meetings, projects and activities. As in the inventory registration process, we
contributed to the update of the inventory determination form in 2020 together with the
representatives of non-governmental organizations and bearers.

As the municipality, in 2011, studies were carried out to submit the element to on the
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, and in the following
years, together with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, relevant institutions and non-
governmental organizations, various activities and projects to eliminate the threats to the
element. Despite the remarkable progress at the point reached, it is observed that the element is
still in danger.

We believe that the inscription of the element on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in
Need of Urgent Safeguarding is a very important step for the element to be safeguard in a
sustainable way. In this context, we have been supporting the nomination file preparation
process, which has been carried out since 2019, from the beginning. Another important
development is the Traditional Ahlat Stonework Nomination File Preparation and Writing
Meeting held on February 25, 2021. We actively took part in the preparation of the nomination
file and safeguarding measures together with other participants. In addition, as the Municipality,
we are a natural member of the Monitoring and Evaluation Board to be established within the
scope of safeguard and development of the element. This membership gives us the opportunity
to both assume responsibility and take part in active efforts towards the element.

As the representative of the local people, we will take on an important responsibility for
carrying out safeguarding measures, together with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the
Ahlat District Governorship, after the Traditional Ahlat Stonework is inscribed on UNESCO.
The necessary budget and human resources for this will be allocated within our possibilities. In
addition, we are ready to share the responsibility of some actions to be carried out in line with
the objectives within the scope of the safeguarding action plan.



As a result, we sincerely support the nomination of the Traditional Ahlat Stonework, which is
an essential part of the Ahlat city structure, to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need
of Urgent Safeguarding, on behalf of the people of Ahlat. On the other hand, we, as a
component body, are aware of our responsibility regarding this element within the scope of the
nomination form. We also declare that we are ready to fulfill this responsibility.

Best Regards,
(Signed)

Abdiilhalim Miimtaz COBAN
Ahlat Mayor



T.C.
AHLAT ESNAF VE SANATKARLAR

ODAS! BASKANLIG!

UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MIiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI
KOMITESINE

Ahlat Esnaf ve San;atkarlaf_ Odamizin iiye‘lerfmin, bir bolimiinit de tag ustalar
olusturmaktadir. Oda olarak tas ustalarmi temsil . ve sorunlarma - ¢6ziim bulmak da
sorumluluklarimiz arasmdadur.

Ahlat sehrinin ve Esnaf ve Sanatkarlar Odasinin kimliginin énemli bir par¢asini Ahlath
tas ustalar ve ¢uraklar olusturmaktadir. Odamz iiyesi tas ustalarmz ve onlarn ortaya koymus
oldugu eserler gegmis ve giiniimiiz arasinda kdprii kurmaktadwr. Oda olarak her platformda
Ahlat tas isciliginin eseri olan tarihi yapilarumizin ve tas ustalarimizin calismalariyla gurur
duyuyor ve destekliyoruz. Ancak iiye saymmuzdaki gelismelerden de takip edebildigimiz iizere,
tag ustalanmizin sayis1 artmamakta hatta azalmaktadir. Geleneksel usta — c¢irak iligkisi de
zayiflamaktadir. Bu durum, asulardmr stiregelen ve kusaktan kugaga ahilik gelenegi icinde
yogrularak aktariim:s olan zanaatin yasatilmasmin tehlike altmda oldugunu gistermektedir.

Odaolarak bu zanaatin yasatilmas: ve {iyemiz olan tas ustalarnmn f;:aymu'x'r\n ve niteliginin.
artirilmasi igin yapilan caligmalarm iginde yer aldik. Odamiza iiye tas ustala_nnm gonitllii
katihmlariyla 2019 yilnda baslayan calismalarda yer aldik ve envanter  formunun
giincellenmesine ka-ki sagladik. 25 Subat 2021 tarihinde organize edilen Geleneksel Ahlat Tas
Isciligi Dosya Hazi-hk ve Yazim Toplantisi bizim icin ayn bir éneme sahiptir. Zira konuyla
ilgili tiim taraflar, senal ortamdan da olsa bir araya geimis ve zanaatin sorunlar tiim tartigilnus,
tehditler belirlenmis ve koruma eylem plani son seklini almustir. Unsurun kaydi sonrasmdaki
izleme ve Degerlendirme ¢ahsmalarina da katilim saglayacagiz.

Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciliginin, UNESCO Acil Koruma (Gerektiren Somut Olmayan
Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi’ne kaydm destekliyoruz.

Saygilanmla

Ahlat Espiaf ve Sanatkaria
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REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
AHLAT CHAMBER OF THE TRADESPEOPLE AND CRAFTSPEOPLE

TO THE UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF
THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Some of the members of Ahlat Chamber of Tradespeople and Craftspeople are Ahlat
Stonework’s masters. As a Chamber, representing to stone masters and finding solutions to

their problems are some of our responsibilities.

Stone masters and their apprentices constitute an important part of the identity of the
city of Ahlat and The Ahlat Chamber of the Tradespeople and Craftspeople. Stone masters
who are members of our Chamber and their works bridge the gap between the past and the
present. We are proud with our historical buildings, and proud and support the works of our
stone masters today. However, as we can follow from our number of members, the number
of stone master does not increase, even number of them are decreasing. The traditional
master-apprentice relationship is also weakening. This situation shows that the viability of the
element that has been continued for centuries and transferred from generation to generation

in the Ahi tradition is in danger.

As a chamber, we took part in the works carried out to keep this craftsmanship alive
and to increase the number and quality of our stone masters. We contributed to the studies
about preparation of nomination file that started in 2019 with the voluntary participation of
our chamber stone masters and also contributed to the updating of the national inventory
form. Traditional Ahlat Stonework Nomination File Preparation and Writing Meeting,
organized on February 25, 2021, has a special importance for us. Since, in this meeting, all
stakeholders related to the element came together, even if digital meeting, and the problems
of the element were discussed in all aspects, threats were determined and the safeguarding
action plan was finalized. We will also participate in the monitoring and evaluation efforts

after the inscription of the element.



We support the inscription of the Traditional Ahlat Stonework on the List of Intangible

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.

Best Regards,
(signed)
Mr. Mesut SEKER
Chairman of the Ahlat Chamber of

the Tradespeople and Craftspeople

Address: Erzican Mah. Uzman Cavus Eren Oztiirk Cad. No.4a, Ahlat/Bitlis
Tel: 0434 412 55 12 E-mail. ahlateso@hotmail.com



AHLAT DOGA VE KULTUREL MIRASI YASATMA DERNEGI

UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MIiRAS
HUKUMETLERARASI KOMITESINE

Ahlat Dogal ve Kulturel Mirasi Yasatma Dernegi; kulturel mirasi ve dogal guzellikleri koruma ve
yasatma amaciyla 2013 yilinda kurulmus ve halen 87 Uyeye sahip Ahlat'ta mukim bir sivil toplum
kurulusudur.

Ahlat sehrimizin kimliginin ayrilmaz pargalarindan biri de Ahlat tasi ile meydana getirilmis nadide
eserlerdir. Uzllerek gézlemlemekteyiz ki giinimuzde Ahlat tasi ile yapilmig geleneksel Ahlat tas isciligi eseri
say|si ve gesidi azalmaktadir. Bunun en énemli nedenlerinden bir tanesi de tas ustalarinin sayisinin
azalmasi usta — ¢irak iligkisi igerisinde yeni ustalarin yetismemesidir. Dernek olarak yok olma tehlikesi ile
kars! karsiya olan bu 6zel gelenegimizi yasatmak icin gesitli proje ve faaliyetler igerisinde yer aldik. Ornegin,
AB projesi olan Tarihin Gérgl Taniklari Ayaga Kalkiyor Projesi ile Selguklu Mezarhginda restorasyon
calismalari yapiliyor. Kadin Eli Sanattir Projesiyle Ahlat tas islemeciligi noktasinda kadinlara egitim verilecek.

Bin 800'l0 yillardan kalma yikiimak tzere olan yapiyi restorasyon ile Ahlat Kultur Evi haline dénasturaidu.

Ancak bir sivil toplum kurulusu olarak bizim gayretlerimizin yeterli olduguna emin degiliz.
UNESCO'nun destedi ve Kultar ve Turizm Bakanhginin ¢alismalari ile bu zanaatin yasatilabilecegine ve
gelistirilebilecegine yurekten inaniyoruz. Bu baglamda Ahlat'ta mukim bir sivil toplum kurulusu olarak
gelenegin surdurtlebilmesine yénelik tim caligmalara imkanlarimiz gercevesinde destek vermeye haziriz.
Ayrica, bu unsurla ilgili gerceklestirilen envanter galismalarina, dosya hazirlik toplantisina miras tasiyicilan,
diger ilgili sivil toplum kuruluslari ve ilgili kamu kurum temsilcileri ile birlikte istirak ettik. Toplanti da da aktif
olarak bu zanaatin yagatiimasi i¢in yapilmasi gerekenleri dile getirdik. Toplanti sonrasinda Geleneksel Ahlat
Tas Isciligine yonelik tehditlerin belirlenmesi ve korum eylem planlarinin olusturulmasinda aktif olarak yer
aldik. Ayrica bu zanaatin korunmasi ve gelistiriimesine yénelik olusturulacak olan Izleme ve Degerlendirme
Kurulunda miras tasiyicisi bir STK olarak gonullu sekilde istirak edecegiz. Bu gelenegin UNESCO listesine
kaydi sonrasinda da yapilacak olan galismalara génulli olarak aktif destek vermeye devam edecegim. Bltce
imkanlarimiz ¢cergevesinde bazi amaglarla ilgili eylemlerin sorumlulugunu simdiden Ustlenmis bulunuyoruz.
Ayrica bazi eylemlerde de ilgili kamu kurumlari ile igbirligi yapacagiz. insan kaynagi olarak, kultur evimizi
projelerde bedelsiz tahsis etmek suretiyle ayni olarak imkanlarimiz digiistinde eylem planinda tstimize
dugen sorumluluklari yerine getirecegiz.

Sonug olarak, Ahlat sehrinin kulturel kimligimin bir parcasi olan Geleneksel Ahlat Tag isciliginin UNESCO Acil
Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kulturel Miras Listesi'ne ulusal dosya olarak sunulmasina riza gésteriyor
ve ylrekten destekliyoruz. Saygilarimla

Samet ADIYAMAN
Ahlat Dogal ve Kiiltiirel Miras: Yasatma Dernegi Baskam
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SATMA DERNEGI
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AHLAT NATURE AND SUSTAINING CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSOCIATION

TO UNESCO INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE INTERGOVERNMENTAL
COMMITTEE

Ahlat Nature and Sustaining Cultural Heritage Association; is established for safeguarding and
sustaining the cultural heritage and natural beauty in 2013. The association is an NGO located
in Ahlat and has 87 members for the time being.

The precious artefacts and structures created by using traditional Ahlat stonework are one of
the inseparable parts of the Ahlat city identity. We regret to observe that, today the number and
variety of traditional Ahlat Stonework is decreasing. One of the most important reasons for this
decrease is the reduction in the number of masters of Ahlat stonework and the lack of training
for new masters in the master-apprentice relationship. As the association, we take part in several
projects and activities in order to sustain the element that is under the risk of disappearing. For
instance, there is a European Union supported restoration project “The Witnesses of The
History are Revitaliating” about safeguarding the artefacts in the historical Seljuki cemetery.
Non-formal education will be organized on Ahlat stone carving for the women by the project
“The Hand of a Woman is Art”. An old building dating to the 19th century was restored and
now is used as Ahlat Culture House.

However, we, as an NGO, are not sure that only our efforts are enough to safeguard the element.
We wholeheartedly believe that the element will be sustained and developed by the support of
UNESCO and the efforts of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. In this context, we, as an
NGO located in Ahlat, is ready to support all the efforts to sustain the element. Moreover, we
participated in the preparation meeting of the nomination file and inventory works with the
other concerning NGOs and public bodies. We declared what should be done to safeguard the
element by active participation. The association took part in determining threats and
safeguarding measures on the element that held after the meeting. Moreover, the association
will take part in the Monitoring and Evaluation Board for traditional Ahlat stonework that is
planned to be established in order to safeguard and develop the element. We will go on our
support voluntarily about the activities which will be held in the framework of safeguarding
plans related to the possible inscription of the element to the UNESCO list. We already took
the responsibility for some activities under some of the objectives that are determined to
safeguard the element in the budgetary boundaries of the association. Moreover, we will
cooperate with the related public bodies for some activities., we will allocate our mentioned
culture house to the activities related to the objectives free of charge and also supply human
resource.

In conclusion, we consent and wholeheartedly support the submission of the Traditional Ahlat
Stonework, which is a part of our cultural identity of the Ahlat, on the List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. Best Regards

(signed)

Samet ADIYAMAN

Ahlat Nature and
Sustaining Cultural Heritage Association

Chairman of the Board



AHLAT FOTOGRAFCILAR DERNEGI
(AHFOD)

UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI KOMITESINE

Ahlat Fotograf¢ilar Dernegi; tanitim faaliyetleri amaciyla 2010 yilinda kurulmus Ahlat'ta
mukim bir sivil toplum kurulusudur.

Ahlat sehrimizin kimliginin ayrilmaz pargalarindan biri de Ahlat tag1 ile meydana getirilmis
nadide eserlerdir. Uziilerek gozlemlemekteyiz ki giiniimiizde Ahlat tag1 ile yapilmis geleneksel Ahlat tas
is¢iligi eseri sayisi ve ¢esidi azalmaktadir. Bunun en 6nemli nedenlerinden bir tanesi de tas ustalarinin
sayisinin azalmasi usta — ¢irak iligkisi igerisinde yeni ustalarin yetismemesidir.

UNESCO'nun destegi ve Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanliginin g¢aligmalar1 ile bu zanaatin
yasatilabilecegine ve gelistirilebilecegine yiirekten inaniyoruz. Bu baglamda Ahlat'ta mukim bir sivil
toplum kurulusu olarak gelenegin siirdiirillebilmesine yonelik tiim calismalara imkanlarimiz
gergevesinde destek vermeye haziriz. Ayrica, bu unsurla ilgili ger¢eklestirilen envanter ¢alismalarina,
dosya hazirlik toplantisina miras tasiyicilan, diger ilgili sivil toplum kuruluslan ve ilgili kamu kurum
temsilcileri ile birlikte istirak ettik. Toplantida da aktif olarak bu zanaatin yasatilmasi igin yapilmasi
gerekenleri dile getirdik. Toplant1 sonrasinda Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciligine yonelik tehditlerin
belirlenmesi ve korum eylem planlarinm olusturulmasinda aktif olarak yer aldik. Ayrica bu zanaatin
korunmas1 ve gelistirilmesine yonelik olusturulacak olan izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunda miras
tasiyicist bir STK olarak gomiillii sekilde istirak edecegiz. Ru gelenegin UNESCO listesine kayd:
sonrasinda da yapilacak olan ¢aligmalara, fotograf ve video ¢cekimlerinde goniillii olarak aktif destek
vermeye devam edecegiz. Biitge imkanlarimiz gergevesinde bazi amaglarla ilgili eylemlerin

sorumlulugunu simdiden iistlenmis bulunuyoruz.

Sonu¢ olarak, Ahlat sehrinin kiiltiirel kimligimin bir parcasi olan Geleneksel Ahlat Tas
Isciliginin UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi'ne ulusal dosya
olarak sunulmasina riza gésteriyor ve yiirekten destekliyoruz.

Saygilarimla

Ozkan OLCAY
Ahlat Fotografcilar Dernegi (AHFOD)
Yonetim Kurulu Bagkam

Selguklu Carsisi Cumhuriyet Cad. No: 30 Ahlat/BITLIS
Tel: 0539 729 59 52 - e.mail: ozkanolcay13@gmail.com



AHLAT PHOTOGRAPHERS ASSOCIATION
(AHFOD)

TO UNESCO INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE INTERGOVERNMENTAL
COMMITTEE

Ahlat Photographers Association; is a non-governmental organization established for
promotional activities in Ahlat in 2010.

The element is an important part of the cultural identity of people living in Ahlat. For this
reason, we aim to keep the element alive; We try to contribute to increase the awareness and
visibility of the element, and we organize various events for this purpose. We regret to observe
that today the number and variety of traditional Ahlat Stonework is decreasing. One of the most
important reasons of this decrease is reducing in the number of craftspeople and the lack of
training for new masters in the master-apprentice relationship.

We wholeheartedly believe that this craftsmanship can be keep alive and developed with the
support of UNESCO.In this context, as a non-governmental organization of the Ahlat, we are
ready to support all efforts to keep alive the element within bounds our possibilities. In addition,
we participated in the studying for inventory update and nomination file preparation efforts
together with the bearers, practitioners, other relevant non-governmental organizations and
representatives of relevant public institutions. Especially at the last meeting held on February
25, 2021, we expressed what needs to be done to keep the element alive, and we actively took
part in identifying threats to Traditional Ahlat Stonework and designation safeguarding action
plan. We will also voluntarily participate as an NGO in the Monitoring and Evaluation Board
after the possible inscription. We will continue to support the efforts actively, photography and
video shootings that will be carried out after this element is inscribed on the UNESCO List. We
have already undertaken tasks for the realization of objective 4 in the safeguarding action plan.

As a result, we consent and wholeheartedly support the submission of the Traditional Ahlat
Stonework, which is a part of our cultural identity of the Ahlat, on the List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.

Best Regards,

(signed)

Ozkan OLCAY
Ahlat Photographers Association (AHFOD)
Chairman of the Board
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UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI
KOMITESINE

Gegmisi Neolitik ¢aglara kadar uzanan ge¢misten giiniimiize kadar birgok uygarliga
merkezlik yapan ve bu uygarliklarin izlerini gilinlimiize tasiyan kadim sgehir Ahlat’in
geleneksel kent dokusunun ve kimliginin korunmas: bizim agimizdan ¢ok dnemli bir husustur.
Ahlat’ta hiikiim siiren uygarliklardan kalan ve giiniimiize kadar ulasan ¢ok sayida mimari eser
bulunmaktadir. Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciligi ile yapilmis olan eserler bunlarin basinda
gelmektedir. Bu eserler ve onu ortaya cikaran ustalik sadece sanatsal ¢iktilar degil sehir
kimliginin ingasinda da 6nemli bir yer tutmaktadir

Ahlatin kentsel kimliginin Onciileri konumunda olan bu eserlerin gelecek kusaklara
aktarilmasi noktasinda Kurumumuz tarafindan 6nemli calismalar yiiriitilmektedir. Bu kent
kimligini olusturan tarihi eser yapilar1 arasinda Kiimbetler (Anit Mezarlar), Tiirbeler ve
Mezartaslar1 6nemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Ozellikle 210 doniimlitk diiz bir arazi {izerine kurulan
ve biinyesinde 9000 civarinda boylar1 4 metreye varan Ahlat Meydan Mezarligindaki mezar
taglar1 dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Tag isciliginin en giizel uygulamalarmin yapildigi bu mezar
taglarimin sanatsal ve estetik degerleri, sadece iilkemiz agisindan degil Diinya sanat tarihi
acisinda da 6nemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Kiiltir ve Turizm Bakanlhigimizin izinleri ve
katkilartyla Universitelerdeki ilgili Akademisyenlerle beraber gegmisteki tas isciligi
uygulamalarim  giiniimiize  tasiyan bu  kiiltlir = miraslarimin  restorasyonlarini,
konservasyonlarini, ¢izimlerini, epigrafik incelemelerini, fotograflamalarimi bilimsel
yontemlerle yapiyor ve kayit altina almasi sagliyoruz. Unsurla ilgili geleneksel bilginin
korunmasi, aktarilmasi ve yasatilmasimin tarihi eserlerin korunmasi, restorasyonu ve
konservasyonu i¢in de son derece Snemlidir.

Gegmiste oldugu gibi giiniimiizde de Ahlath tas ustalar1 tarafindan geleneksel
yontemlerle ¢ikarilan taslarla yapilar insa edilmektedir. Geleneksel yontemlerle ve usta girak
iligkisine bagli kalinarak c¢aligmalarini yiiriiten tas ustalari cesitli eserler yapmaktadirlar.
Ancak bu eserlerin sayis1 ve cesitliligi tarihi ornekleriyle kiyaslandigi zaman bariz bir
azalmanin oldugu anlagilmaktadir. Ayrica bu gelenegi siirdiiren tag ustalarinin sayis1 zamanla
azaldig1 da bir gergektir. Ahlat Geleneksel Kent dokusunun stirdiiriilebilirligini saglamak igin
yok olma tehlikesiyle karsi kasiya kalan bu Onemli unsurun korunmasi ve yasatilmasinin
elzem oldugunu diisiiniiyoruz.

Unsurun siirdiiriilebilir bir sekilde korunabilmesi i¢cin UNESCO Acil Koruma
Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesine unsurun kaydinin ¢ok dnemli bir adim



To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural

Heritage

It is very important for us to preserve the traditional urban fabric and identity of the
ancient city Ahlat, which dates back to the Neolithic ages, is the center of many civilizations
and carries the traces of these civilizations. There are historical artifacts and buildings from
many ancient civilizations that ruled in Ahlat. The artifacts and buildings made with traditional
Ahlat Stone Works are one important of them. These historical artifacts and buildings, and the
traditional craftsmanship that make it, are not only artistic products but also have an

important place for the identity of the city.

Our Museum makes many efforts to protect these historical artifacts and buildings,
which are the part of Ahlat's urban identity. Among these artifacts and buildings, historical
tombs, gravestones and mausoleums have an important place. Especially 9000 tombstones,
some of which are 4 meters, are very remarkable in Ahlat City Cemetery. Artistic and aesthetic
values of these tombstones are not only important for Turkey's cultural history but also history

of world art.

With the contributions of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, we do the restoration,
conservation, drawings, epigraphic examinations and photographs of these works with
scientific methods with the participation of academicians at universities. We think that it is
extremely necessary to safeguard, transmitted and keep the traditional knowledge about the

element alive in order to preserve, restore and conserve historical artifacts.

As in the past, stone structures are built by traditional stone works in Ahlat today.
However, it is seen that there is a clear decrease in the number and variety of these works
when compared with the historical examples. There is also a dramatic decrease in the number
of masters who are practicing the element. We believe that safeguarding of the element,
which is facing the danger of disappear, is essential in order to ensure the continuation of the

urban fabric of Ahlat.



We consider, inscription of the element on the UNESCO Urgent List will be a very
important step for safeguarding of the element sustainably. In this context, we have been
supporting the nomination file preparation studies that have been carried out since 2019. 4In
addition, the File Preparation meeting held on February 25, 2021 has been one of the most
important progression in this field. As the Ahlat Museum, which is an institution that
contributes to the safeguarding and sustaining viability of the element, we actively
participated with other participants in the preparation of the nomination file, the
identification of threats and the creation of safeguarding action plans. We support the efforts
to inscription of the element on the Listof Intangible Cultural Heritagein Need
of Urgent Safeguarding.

(signed)
Mr. Mikail ERCEK

Director of Ahlat Museum



My Consent Letter

Due to the nature of Ahlat stone, it is a volcanic tuff, so it provides convenience in stone
carving. With this feature, it can be easily shaped, but it can be easily deformed according to
environmental conditions. The color variety of Ahlat stone is also one of the most important
features of this stone.

Ahlat stone is used today in tombstone and architecture as a facade cladding. Carving
and shaping is done on request in some workshops.

I am working as a lecturer in Ahlat Vocational School Handicrafts Department. [ make
works related to Ahlat tiles, Ahlat stone, ceramics, gilding, miniature, hand-drawn. I have made
many works to Ahlat with the support of our Mayor and District Governors. With the project
we made jointly with Ahlat District Governorship and Ahlat Municipality in 2016, I designed
10 fountains using Ahlat stone. I made the stone carving of the fountains by stone masters from
Ahlat. My main goal in making this project was to revive the carving and ornamentation
tradition on Ahlat Stonework. With this project, we have once again demonstrated how vital
role women can play in the transmission of the element to future generations.

We try to teach Ahlat stone mastery to apprentices and to students in our vocational school. In
the quarries in Ahlat, while the element transmit to the next generations as a craftsmanship, we,
the artists, aim to raise craftspeople for the old magnificence of the Ahlat tone. As results of
these efforts, we want to see shown the reel value of Ahlat Stoneworks that it is deserve, and
dont want to mentioned as a art is is about to be forgotten.

In this context, as a motif designer who works on the safeguarding, keep alive and
transmit of the element, I hope that the file titled Traditional Ahlat Stonework will be inscribe
on the Listof Intangible Cultural Heritagein Need of Urgent Safeguarding, and I
wholeheartedly support this process.

Best Regards,

(signed)
Ms. Meryem KAPLAN
Motif Designer



Riza Beyanimdir

Ahlat tagini isleyen bir isletmenin sahibiyim. Esim ve ustalarimizla birlikte Ahlat tagina
istenen seklin verilmesini ve tas ustalarina sunulmasi igini yiiriitmekteyiz. -Ahlath bir kadin
olarak boyle bir alanda igyeri sahibi olmaktan gurur duyuyorum.

Yaptigimiz is, benim igin sadece bir kazang vesilesi degildir. Gelenieksel Ahlat Tas
Isciligi her agamas: ile sehir kiiltiiriimiiziin 6nemli bir pargasini olusturmaktacir. Ben de sahibi
oldugum isletme sayesinde bu kiltiiriin bir pargasi ve unsurun yas;cmlmam icin gabalayanlardan
oldugumu diisiiniiyorum.

Bu unsurun bir miras tasiyici olarak aday dosya hazirlik ¢alismalarina katilim sagladim.
Geleneksel Ahlat Tag Is¢iliginin bir somut olmayan kiiltlirel miras unsuru olarak verilen degeri
goriince mutlu oldum. Gelenegimizin yok olma tehlikesi, tas ustalar: ile dogrudan galigan birisi
olarak uziilerek gd:mekteyim. Dolayisiyla, Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciliginin Acil Koruma‘ :
Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi’ne ulusal dosya olarak kaydedilmesinin
unsurun yok olma tehlikesini ortadan kaldirmada dikkatlerin unsura gevrilmesinde faydast
olacaktir. Bu zanaatin UNESCO listesine kaydi sonra5111da da yapilacak olan ¢alismalara da
elimde geldlgmce destek verecegim.

Bu mirasia bir tagiyicisi olarak, kiiltiirel kimligimin bir pargasi olan Geleneksel Ahlat
Tas Isciliginin UNESCO Aci! Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiltiirel Miras Listesi'ne
kaydedilmesine rizami beyan ediyorum.

Saygilarimla
Imza
Ad- Soyad
/UUACQ/) &SP
R (43 REC FS55 &2
Adres: 3647
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My Consent Letter

| am the owner of one of the ateliers where Ahlat Stonework is practiced. Together
with my husband and our masters, we give shape to Ahlat stone, and provide Ahlat Stone to
other masters. As a woman from Ahlat, | am proud to have an atelier working in this field.

I'm not doing this job just to earn money. Traditional Ahlat Stonework is an important
part of our city culture in every aspect. Thanks to the atelier | own, | think that | am a part of
this culture and one of those who strive to keep this element alive.

As a bearer of the element, | participated in the nomination file preparation studies. |
was happy to see the value given to traditional Ahlat Stonework as an intangible cultural
heritage element. As a person who works with masters, | am seeing that the tradition is about
to disappear.

Therefore, inscription of the element as a national file on the UNESCO List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, will help to eliminate the danger of
disappear and to draw attention to the element. | will support as much as | can safeguarding
efforts will be done after the element is inscribed on the UNESCO List.

As a bearer of this heritage, | declare that | consent to the inscription of Ahlat
Stonework, which is a part of my cultural identity, to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Need of Urgent _Safeguarding.

Best Regards,

Name-Surname
Mrs. Nurcan GULSAR
signed
Adres:
Kirklar mah. 1001. Sok.
No.1 Ahlat-Bitlis



RIZA BEYANIMDIR

Ben Ahlat’li bir tas ustastyim. 15 yasindan beri bu meslegi icra etmekteyim. Meslege Yasar
YILDIRIM adli ustanin yaninda basladim. Kendisinden tas ustaliginin inceliklerini ve meslek
ahlakini 6grendim. 8 yil sonra ustamin da rizasini alarak kendi bagima bu meslegi yapmaya ve
ustalik etmeye bagladim. Yaklasik 20 yildir istigal ettigim bu ugrasi ile bugine kadar basta ev,
cesme, Tlrbe, Kopri, Kent girisleri (Ust gegit), Cami, Minare, Mezar Taglari, Barbuke, $6mine,
Sadirvan, Killiye, Saat Kulesi, Sembolik Anit ve Tarihi yapilarin restorasyonu yaparak onlarca
eser meydana getirdim.

Bu unsurun bir uygulayicisi ve taslyici olarak bilgi ve tecriibelerimi yeni kusaklara aktarmak bu
sanatin yasamasina katkida bulunmak istiyorum. Bugline kadar 30- 40 girak yanimda yetiserek
tas ustasi olmustur. Ben meslege basladigim zaman Ahlat’ta insa edilen neredeyse tiim binalar
Geleneksel Ahlat Tas isciligi ile insa edilirdi. iigemizde gok sayida usta ve ciragi calismaktaydi.
Ancak glinimiizde hem ustalarin hem de g¢iraklarin sayist azalmaktadir. Bu durumu ben
kurucusu oldugum Ahlat Sinirli Sorunlu Yapi Tasi Kooperatifi’ nde de yasadim. ilk kuruldugunda
Ahlat’'taki tas ustalarinin bir meslek &rgitii olmasini diisiindigiimiiz kooperatif bugiin
itibariyla maalesef az sayida lyeye hizmet vermektedir. Halbuki bu tir STK’lar ile ustalarin
dayanismasi ve meslegin stirdUrilebilir bir sekilde yasatilmasi miimkin olabilir.

Bitlis il Kiiltiir ve Turizm Muduirliigiiniin daveti ile aday dosya calismalarindan haberdar oldum
ve buylk bir istek ile dosya hazirlik toplantisina katildim. Yukarida belirttigim tespitlerimin de
yer aldigi goruslerimi paylastim. Calismalar sonucunda sunulmasi planlanan aday dosya, biz
miras tasiyicilar igcin umut vericidir. Bu sekilde hem yeni ustalar ve ¢iraklar yetisebilecek hem
de Kooperatif gibi mesleki birlik ¢alismalarimiz daha aktif strdurilebilecektir. Unsurla ilgili
gerek toplantida gerekse sonrasinda destegim devam etti. Ozellikle tehditlerin belirlenmesi ve
koruma eylem planlarinin olusturulmasinda tecriibelerimi diger miras tasiyicilarina aktararak
katki sagladim. Bu zanaatin UNESCO listesinde ilanindan sonra ¢alismalarin ivme kazanacagini
biliyorum. Bir pargasi olmaktan gurur duydugum bu gelenegin dogru sekilde korunmasi,
yasatiimasi ve aktarilmasi benim igin cok dnemlidir.

Bu baglamda, Geleneksel Ahlat Tas isciligi isimli galismanin bir dosya olarak UNESO Acil
Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kdltiirel Miras Liste” sine kaydedilmesini umut ediyor, bu
sireci goniilden destekliyorum.

Saygilarimla,
Metin COSKUN
Tag USTASI /
Adres: Tunus Mahallesi Devlet Bahgeli Bulvari, }

—

Biiyiik Sanayi SITESI yani ERTAS yapi No:8



CONSENT LETTER

I am a master of Stonework. | have been in this profession since | was 15 years old. | started to practice
this craftsmanship as an apprentice of Yagar YILDIRIM. He taught me the knowledge and skills related
to the element and the work ethic. After practicing this profession as an apprentice, | became a master
with consent of my master. As a practitioner of this element, during last 20 years I constructed and
restored many artefacts and structures such as mosque, minaret, tombstone, fireplace, clock tower,
and monument.

As a practitioner and bearers of this element, | would like to share and transmit my knowledge and
experiences with young generations in order to sustain the viability of this element. | have already
trained 30-40 apprentices and they have become master. When | started to practice this element, all
the building were constructing by using Ahlat Stonework. There were so many master and apprentices
related to the element. However, today the number of master and apprentices dramatically increases.
| am one of the founder of professional association called “Ahlat Sinirli Sorunlu Yapi Tasi Kooperatifi”.
Unfortunately, there are very limited numbers of member being master of this element. However,
these kind of professional associations are the only way to sustain the element and solidarity of
masters.

Bitlis Provincial Directorate of Culture and Tourism informed me on the nomination of the element
and | actively participate in the preparation process of the nomination. | shared my opinion mentioned
above with other participants. This nomination file gives hope to us. | contributed to the preparation
process and my contribution will continue after the possible inscription. Especially | contributed to the
determination of threads and risk by sharing my experiences with others. | am sure that the
safeguarding of the element will gain momentum after the inscription of the element by UNESCO. It is
important for me to safeguarding and transmission of the element, which | am proud to be a part of.

In this context, | hope and fully support that the element called Traditional Ahlat Stonework will be is
inscribed to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.

Best regards,
(Signed)
Metin COSKUN

Master of Ahlat Stonework

Address: Tunus Mahallesi Devlet Bahgeli Bulvari

Bilylik Sanayi SITESI yani ERTAS yapi no:8



My Consent Letter

I learned practice to traditional Ahlat Stonework from my masters and I have been trying
to be a straight stone master for years. I practice my mastery (the element) with the methods I
learned from my masters. [ also teach this craftsmanship to apprentices who works with me. I
train my apprentices for they can become both skilled and ethical master of this profession.

As a stone master from Ahlat, I am doing my profession fondly. I also believe that this
element is an integral part of the Ahlat city identity. For these reasons, I believe that the element
should not disappear. As an experienced stone master, I try to keep the element alive as far as
I can, and transmit the element next generations so that the element does not disappear.
Therefore, I can say that I am both a practitioner and a transmitter of the element.

[ understood better the value of Ahlat Stonework as an intangible cultural element in the
preparations of nomination file writing that I actively participated in. However, I see with regret
that our tradition (the element) is at the risk of disappearing. For this reason, I believe that the
inscription of the Traditional Ahlat Stonework on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in
Need of Urgent Safeguarding will provide a much greater advantage for eliminating the risk of
disappearing. Within the scope of the nomination file preparation studies, I contributed to the
determination of threats and the designation of safeguarding measures through presenting my
observations and suggestions. I had been involved in national inventory studies before. I will
continue to voluntarily participate in the efforts after the element is inscribed on the UNESCO
List.

I consent and wholeheartedly support the submission of the Traditional Ahlat
Stonework, which is a part of our cultural identity of the Ahlat, on the List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.

Best Regards,
(signed)
M. Erol ISLER
Master of Ahlat Stonework
Address:
Yeni Koprii Koyt

Ahlat/Bitlis



UNESCO SEKRETARYASINA

Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciligi, benim i¢in sadece bir meslek degil ayn1 zamanda 11. yiizyildan
giiniimiize yansiyan kiiltiirel bir devamliligin par¢asi, birlikteligin, sehir kimliginin ve gelecege
umutla bakmanmn bir aracidir. Bu unsurun, zanaat olasinin yaninda meslege 6zgii ahlaki
diisturlar1 da vardir. Ben Ahlat’li bir tag ustas:1 olarak hem bu zanaatin inceliklerini hem de
ahlaki diisturlarim1 yaninda g¢alistigim ustalarimdan 6grendim. Bu birikimi, benim yanimda
¢alisan ¢iraklarima da aktarmaktayim. Yetistirdigim ve su an usta olarak ¢alisan zanaatkarlar
da bunlar1 kendi ¢iraklarina 6gretmektedir. Biz ¢iraklarimiza sadece geleneksel zanaatkarlik
bilgilerimizi degil unsurla ilgili ¢esitli ritiiel ve geleneksel uygulamalarimiza da g¢iraklarimiz
Ogretiriz.

Ancak cesitli sebeplerle giiniimiizde bu zanaati icra eden kisilerin sayis1 azalmaktadir.
Hem caligmalarima talep hem de yeni ¢irak bulmakta sikinti yasamaktayiz. Ahlat tas ile
yapilmus tarihi eserlere yogun ilgi olmasina kargin giinlimiizde geleneksel Ahlat tas is¢iligi ile
yapilan eserlere ilgi azdir.

Bitlis Il Kiiltiir ve Turizm Miidiirliigiiniin daveti ile aday dosya ¢aligmalarindan haberdar
oldum ve biiylk bir istek ile dosya hazirlik toplantisina katildim. Yukarida belirttigim
tespitlerimin de yer aldig1 goriislerimi katilimeilara aktardim. Ayrica envanter giincelleme
¢alismalarinda da yer aldim. Sonucunda sunulmasi planlanan aday dosya biz miras tagtyicilari
i¢in umut vericidir. Unsurla ilgili gerek toplantida gerekse sonrasinda destegim devam etti.
Ozellikle tehditlerin belirlenmesi ve korum eylem planlarimn olusturulmasinda tecriibelerimi
diger miras tastyicilarina aktararak katki sagladim. Bu zanaatin UNESCO listesinde ilanindan
sonra ¢alismalarin ivme kazanacagin biliyorum. Bu ¢aligsmalara da saghigim el verdigi olgtide
katilacagim. Bir pargasi olmaktan gurur duydugum bu geienegin dogru sekilde korunmasi,
yasatilmasi ve aktarilmasi benim igin ¢ok dnemlidir.

Bu baglamda, Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Is¢iligi isimli ¢aligmanin bir dosya olarak UNESO Acil
Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Liste’sine kaydedilmesini umut ediyor, bu
stireci goniilden destekliyorum.

Saygilarimla,

Ozgen ISLER
Tas Ustasi

« s
=

Adres: ,J’j ,
Yeni Koprii K&y, Ev No: 80
Ahlat/BITLIS



To UNESCO Secretariat

Traditional Ahlat Stonework is not only a profession for me, but also a part of a cultural
continuity reflected from the 11th century to the present, it is a means of unity, urban identity
and looking to the future with hope. Besides being a craftsmanship, this element also has
ethical principles. As a stone master from Ahlat, | learned both the fine points of this
craftmanship and the ethical principles from my masters. | am transmitting my knowledge to
the apprentices working with me. My former apprentices, who are currently working as
masters now, teach this knowledge to their apprentices. We teach apprentices not only our
knowledge of traditional craftsmanship but also our various ritual and traditional practices
related to the element.

However, for some reasons, the number of people practicing this craftmanship is
decreasing. We have difficulties both in demand for our works and in finding new apprentices.
Although there is a great interest in historical buildings and artefacts made with Ahlat stone,
today there is little interest in works made with traditional Ahlat stone workmanship. With
the invitation of the Bitlis Provincial Directorate of Culture and Tourism, | heart the nomination
file studies and attended solicitous file preparation meetings. | expressed my point of views,
including in the above-mentioned determinations, to the participants. | also participated in
inventory update studies. As a result of these studies, the nomination file planned to be
submitted is promising for us, bearers and practitioners. In particular, | contributed to the
identification of threats and the designation of safeguarding action plans by expressing my
experience to other bearers. | know that the efforts will gain momentum after this
craftsmanship is inscribed on the UNESCO list. | will participate in these studies as much as my
health permits. It is very important to me that the element, which | am proud to be a part of,
is kept alive and transmit correctly.

In this context, | hope that the file, named Traditional Ahlat Stonework, will be
inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, and also
| support the nomination process wholeheartedly.

Best Regards,

(Signed)
Mr. Ozgen ISLER
Stone Master

Addresses:
Yeni Koprii Koyl Ev No:80
Ahlat/Bitlis



UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MIRAS HUKUMETLERARASI
KOMITESINE

Ben Nihat INAN. 1992 yilinda Bitlis’in Ahlat ilgesinde dogdum. Oncelikle bir Ahlatl
olarak Ahlat Tas Islemeciliginin kiiltiirel kimligimin bir pargast oldugunu ifade etmek isterim.
Ailem 6 kusaktan beri Ahlat 'ta yasamaktadir ve aile tiyelerim arasinda unsurla ilgili ¢ok sayida
miras tastyicisi bulunmaktadir.

Ayrica, Ankara Hact Bayram Veli Universitesi Tiirk Halk Bilimi Boliimiinde Ahlat Tas
Islemeciligiyle ilgili Yiiksek Lisans Tezi yazmaktayim. Arastrmalarim swrasinda Ahlat tas
islemeciligi etrafinda olusan kiiltiiriin kigiler arasi iletisimi ve kiiltiirel etkilesimi arttirdigina
ve farkli topluluklar arasinda bir bag olusturduguna tanik oldum. Bu hususa ek olarak, unsurun
etrafinda sekillenen giiglii sozlii kiltiir viriinlerinin (siir, ninni, tirki bilmece vb.) ve ¢eyitli
toplumsal uygulamalarin oldugunu da ifade etmek isterim. Bir Ahlatl olarak bu sozlii kiiltiiriin
ve toplumsal uygulamalarin da bir tagiyicisyyim.

Somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras alaminda ¢alisan bir oOgrenci olarak bu mirasin
korunmasi ve yasatilmas1 amaciyla sivil toplum kuruluslariyla birlikte ¢ok sayida etkinlige
katilim sagladim. Ayrica, 2019 yilinda Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig koordinasyonunda Ahlat 'ta
miras taswicilarvn katilimiyla baslatilan dosya hazirlik ¢alismalar: kapsaminda  “¢alisma
grubunda” yer aldim. Bu kapsamda, fotograf, video, tespit ve degerlendirmelerimi Bakanlikla,
Ahlat Belediyesiyle, Ahlat Kaymakamhgyla ve ilgili sivil toplum kuruluslariyla paylastim. Ayni
zamanda Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Il Tespit Komisyonunda yer alarak 2020 yilinda
unsurun envanter formunun giincellenmesine katki sagladim.

Giiniimiizde eski ihtisamindan uzak ve kaybolmaya yiiz tutmug bu gelenegin acil olarak
korunmasi ve desteklenmesi gerekmektedir. El sanatlari igerisinde icra edilmesi olduk¢a zor ve
ogrenilmesi  giic olan bu sanatin korunmast ve gelecek kusaklara aktarilmasi igin
canlandirilmasimin olduk¢a énemli oldugunu diisiiniiyorum. 25 Subat 2021 tarihinde unsurla
ilgili miras tagyicilary, sivil toplum kurtuluslar: ve devlet kurumlarvun katildig toplantida
yapilan tehdit siniflamast ve kabul edilen koruma eylem planimin unsurun gelecegi agisindan
son derece énemli oldugunu diigiiniiyorum. Bizler unsurun ilgili toplulugu ve kigileri olarak bu
eylem plamnin uygulanmasinda ve izlenmesinde de aktif olarak gorev alacagz.

Unsurla ilgili ¢alisan bir halk bilimci olarak, dosya yazim ¢alismalarina aktif olarak
katildigim Ahlat Tas Islemeciliginin Insanligin Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Mirasiun Temsili

Listesi’ne kaydettirilmesini destekliyorum.
ih
//nM

Nilat INAN

Saygilarimla

Adres: Iki Kubbe Mahallesi, Yesil Kiimbet Sokak,
No0232/5 Ahlat/Bitlis.



UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MIiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI
KOMITESINE

1997 yildan beri Van Yiiziincii Y1l Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Tarih Béliimiinde
Ogretim tiyesi olarak caligmaktayim. Bu dénem igerisinde Bitlis iline bagli Ahlat il¢esine,
akademik c¢aliyjma kapsaminda ve memleketim olmasi hasebiyle birgok kez ziyarette
bulundum. Ilgede bulunan tarihi mezar taglarim, camileri, kiimbetleri ve diger eserleri
inceledim. Giiniimiizde benzeri eserler veren ustalar olup olmadigini arastirdim. Bu Ahlat
tasinin ¢ikarildigi tas ocaklarini, Ahlat tasi ile bina inga eden tas ustalarini1 ve Ahlat tagim
siisleyerek basta mezar tas1 olmak iizere gesitli eserler meydana getiren ustalari ziyaret ettim.
Geleneksel yontemlerle ve usta — ¢irak iligkisi igerisindeki galigmalarini yerinde gérme sansi
buldum. Baz tag ustalar1 ve giraklar ile miilakatlar gerceklestirme firsat1 buldum. Bu gelenek
kapsaminda giiniimiizde de eserler yapilmaktadir. Ancak bu eserlerin sayis1 ve gesitliligi tarihi
ornekleriyle kiyaslandig1 zaman bariz bir azalmayi tespit ettim. Ayrica bu gelenegi siirdiiren
tas ustalarmmin sayisimin da azalmakta oldugunu iiziilerek gézlemledim. Bu tespitlerimi iki
kitap, bir kitap boliimii ve birgok bilimsel makaleler yazarak yayimladim. Kitaplardan 1.
Ahlat Tarihi, OSAV yay, 2000. 2. Tiirk Tarihinde Ahlat, Gece Yayinlari, 2018, 3. Ahlat
Selguklu Meydan Mezarligi ve Mezar Taglari, 2019, olmak iizere {i¢ adettir. On-on bes
civarinda da makale ve bildiri sunulmustur. Bu ¢aligsmalarla amacim unsurun, Ahlat sehir
kimligindeki yerini ve 6nemini tespit etmek, unsurun yok olmasi tehlikesini ortaya koymak ve
akademik camiada, miras tasiyicilarinda, yerel ve ulusal diizeyde farkindalik olusturmakt.

Calismalarimdan haberdar olan ve envanter calismalarmi gergeklestiren Somut
Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Bitlis il Tespit Komisyonu daveti ile Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciligi
Dosya Hazithk calismalarina katildim. Ozellikle 25 Subat 2021 tarihinde gerceklestirilen
toplantida bir miras tasiyicisi akademisyen olarak c¢alismalarimla elde ettigim bilgiyi ve
sahadaki gbzlemlerimi paylagsma firsati buldum. Katilimcilarin da benimle benzer kaygilar
tagidigini gormekten mutlu oldum. Bu nedenle, yapilan dosya bagvuru c¢aligmalarina aktif
olarak katilmaya toplanti sonrasinda da devam ettim. Unsura yonelik tehditlerin ve koruma
eylem planlarinin belirlenmesinde tecriibelerimi paylastim ve tartigmalara katildim. Ayrica,
Ahlat Tas Isciligi gelenegiyle ilgili olusturulacak Izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunda aktif
sekilde yer almak istedigimi de toplant: ve gériismelerde belirttim. Bu zanaatin UNESCO’ya
kaydi sonrasinda da eylem plam1 kapsaminda yapilacak olan g¢aligmalara goniillii olarak
katilmaya devam edecegim.

Bir Ahlath ve konuyla ilgili ¢alisan bir akademisyen olarak kiiltiirel kimligimin bir
pargast olan unsurun UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras
Listesine kaydedilmesine yonelik ¢alismalari ¢ok yerinde bir girisim olarak goriiyor ve
destekliyorum. Komite’nin de katkisi ile bu unsurun insanligin ortak miras: olarak koruma
altina alinacagina ve yasatilacagina inamyorum.

Saygilarimla,

Imza
Dog¢. Dr. Rahmi TEKIN

Adres: Dog Dr. Rahmi Tekin
Van Yiiziincii Y11 Un. Edebiyat Fak.
Tarih B6l. Tusba/ VAN



To The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Since 1997, | have been working as an instructor at University of Van Yiizinciyil in Department of
History. During this period, | have visited Ahlat a district of Bitlis province, very often for the purpose
of academic researches. | examined historical tombstone, mosques, domes and other historical
artifacts that are located in Ahlat. |investigate if there are still master keeping this artisanship alive
nowadays. | have visited stone quarries, master of stonemason using Ahlat stones for building and
master of stone carving who creates many artifacts especially tombstones by ornamenting Ahlat
stones. | had opportunity to experience their traditional techniques transmitted in a master-apprentice
relationship. | made interview with some of stonework masters and their apprentices. | am very
pleased to say that today some artifacts are still created by stonework masters. However, the number
and variety of those artifacts are very limited as compared with past. Unfortunately, | also observed
that the numbers of stoneworkers decrease dramatically. | have published three books and fifteen
scientific articles based on findings mentioned above. 1) History of Ahlat, OSAV Publishing, 2000. 2)
Ahlat in the Turkish History, Gece Publishing, 2018. 3) Ahlat Seljuk Graveyards and Tombstones, 2019.
In my books and articles, | aimed to understand the role and importance of Ahlat tombstones in city
identity. | also aimed to underline the risk of disappearance and raise the awareness among
academicians, bearers of the element at local and national levels.

| actively participated in the “Traditional Ahlat Stonework” Nomination Preparation process with the
invitation of Bitlis Local ICH Board. As an academician and bearers of the element, | had opportunity
to share my knowledge and observations with other participants at the meeting organized in 25
February 2021. | was very pleased to see that there are other people sharing same concerns related
with the element. | actively take part in the discussions on determining threads and safeguarding
measures for the element. | also declared my intention to take part in Monitoring and Evaluation Board
which will be established. | also declared that | would like to voluntarily take part in the activities which
will be held in the framework of safeguarding plan.

As person born in Ahlat and an academician studying on Traditional Ahlat Stonework | strongly support
the inscription of the element on the Urgent Safeguarding List of UNESCO. | strongly believe that with
the contributions of the Committee the element will be safeguarded as a common heritage of
humanity.

Best regards
Signed
Associated Prof. Rahmi TEKIN
Adress: Van Yiziinci Yil Universitesi
Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Tarih Bolumu

Tugba/VAN



UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI
KOMITESINE

Dért yildan beri Bitlis Eren Universitesi Fen- Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Tiirk Dili ve Edebiyat
Boliimiinde Dr. Ogr. Uyesi olarak calismaktayim. Bu dénem igerisinde Bitlis iline bagli Ahlat
ilgesine birgok kez akademik galisma kapsaminda ziyarette bulundum. Ilgede bulunan tarihi
mezar taglarini, camileri, kiimbetleri ve diger eserleri inceledim. Giiniimiizde benzeri eserler
veren ustalar olup olmadigini aragtirdim. Bu baglamda Ahlat tasinin ¢ikarildig: tas ocaklarini,
Abhlat tas ile bina inga eden tas ustalarini ve Ahlat tasin siisleyerek basta mezar tasi olmak
tizere gesitli eserler meydana getiren ustalar1 ziyaret ettim. Geleneksel yontemlerle ve usta —
crrak iliskisi igerisindeki ¢aligmalarini yerinde gérme sansi buldum. Bazi tag ustalari ve giraklar
ile milakatlar gerceklestirme firsati buldum. Bu gelenek kapsaminda giiniimiizde de eserler
yapiimaktadir. Ancak bu eserlerin sayisi ve gesitliligi tarihi drnekleriyle kiyaslandigi zaman
bariz bir azalmayi tespit ettim. Ayrica bu gelenegi siirdiiren tas ustalarimin sayisinin da
azalmakta oldugunu tziilerek gozlemledim. Bu tespitlerimi bilimsel makaleler yazarak
yayimladim. Bu ¢alismalarla amacim unsurun, Ahlat sehir kimligindeki yerini ve 6nemini tespit
etmek, unsurun yok olmasi tehlikesini ortaya koymak ve akademik camiada, miras
tastyicilarinda ve Ahlat’ta farkindalik olugturmakti.

Cahismalarimdan haberdar olan Somut Olmayan Kiiltirel Miras Bitlis il Tespit
Komisyonu daveti ile Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciligi Dosya Hazirlik Toplantisina katildim.
Toplantida bir miras tasiyicist akademisyen olarak ¢alismalarimla elde ettigim bilgiyi ve
sahadaki gozlemlerimi paylagsma firsati buldum. Katilimcilarin da benimle benzer kaygilar
tagidigini gérmekten mutlu oldum. Bu nedenle, yapilan dosya bagvuru c¢alismalarina aktif
olarak katilmaya toplanti sonrasinda da devam ettim. Unsura yonelik tehditlerin ve koruma
eylem planlarinin belirlenmesinde tecriibelerimi paylastim ve tartigmalara katildim. Ayrica,
Ahlat Tas Isciligi gelenegiyle ilgili olusturulacak Izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunda aktif
sekilde yer almak istedigimi de toplant1 ve goriismelerde belirttim. Bu zanaatin UNESCO’ya
kaydi sonrasinda da eylem plam kapsaminda yapilacak olan c¢alismalara goniillii olarak
katilmaya devam edecegim. Ayrica Bitlis Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Tespit Komisyonu
tiyesiyim. Il stnirlan igerisinde yok olma tehlikesiyle karsi kargiya olan sozlii kiiltiir iirtinlerinin
kayit altina alinmasi maksadiyla ¢alismalar yapmaktayim. Bunlarin diginda yérede bulunan
somut olmayan Kkiiltlirel miras alanlarimin korunmasi amaciyla gesitli faaliyetler
yuriitmekteyim.

Bu zanaatin UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras
Listesine kaydedilmesine yonelik ¢alismalari ¢ok yerinde bir girisim olarak goriiyor ve bir
miras tagiyicisi ve akademisyen olarak destekliyorum. Komite’nin de katkisi ile bu unsurun
insanligin ortak mirasi olarak koruma altina alinacagna ve yasatilacagina inaniyorum.

e
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Saygilarimla,

/

Adres: Bitlis Eren Universitesi, Fen- Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, /
Tiirk Dili ve Edebiyati Boliimii, Tiirk Halk Edebiyati ABD | //
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To The Intergovernmental Committee for

The Safeguarding of The Intangible Cultural Heritage

| have been working as an assistant professor at the Department of Turkish Language and
Literature in the Faculty of Science and Literature in Bitlis Eren University for four years. During this
period, | paid visits to the Ahlat district of Bitlis province, in the scope of academic research. | searched
on historical tombstones, mosques, tombs and other historical artefacts and structures in Ahlat. |
checked if there were still masters who create artefacts and structures by using traditional Ahlat
stonework at that time. In this manner, | visited stone quarries and interviewed the masters of
stonemasonry constructing with Ahlat stone and the master of stone carving who creates many
artefacts, especially tombstones, by carving Ahlat stones. | had an opportunity to observe their work
which in which traditional techniques are used and transmitted in a master-apprentice relationship. |
also had an opportunity to interview some masters of traditional Ahlat stonework and their
apprentices. Some artefacts are still created by traditional Ahlat stonework at present time. However,
unfortunately, | also observed that the number and variety of those artefacts and structures are very
limited today than in the past. | have published my findings on the element as scientific articles. In the
articles, | aimed to determine the role and importance of the element in the urban identity, to
underline the risk of disappearance of the element and raise the awareness among academicians,
bearers of the element at local and national levels.

I actively participated in the “Traditional Ahlat Stonework Nomination Preparation Meeting”
which took place at the national level with the invitation of Bitlis Local ICH Board who got aware of my
scientific study on the element. As an academician and bearer of the element, | had an opportunity to
share my studies and observations on the element, with the other participants at the meeting. |
pleasured that the participants also share my concerns about the element. So, | went on active
participation to efforts about the nomination file after the meeting. | shared my experience and
actively took part in the discussions on determining threats and safeguarding measures on the
element. Moreover, | declared my intention to take part in the Monitoring and Evaluation Board for
traditional Ahlat stonework which is planned to be established. | would like to take part voluntarily in
the activities which will be held in the framework of safeguarding plans related to the possible
inscription of the element to the UNESCO list. On the other hand, | am a member of the Bitlis Local ICH
Board. | have efforts to register the oral cultural heritage which are under the threat of disappearing
in Bitlis province. Besides these, | perform several studies in the field of safeguarding the intangible
cultural heritage in the local.

| accept the efforts very necessary about the inscription of the element on the Urgent
Safeguarding List of UNESCO and support them as a bearer and an academician. | strongly believe that
with the support of the Committee, the element will be safeguarded as a common heritage of
humanity.

Best Regards,
Signed
Dr. Oguz DOGAN
Adress: Bitlis Eren University, Faculty of Science and Literature,

Department of Turkish Language and Literature, Turkish Folk Literature Division



UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MIRAS HUKUMETLERARASI
KOMITESINE

Yedi yildan beri Bitlis Eren Universitesi Fen Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Tiirk Dili ve Edebiyati
Boliimiinde 6gretim elemam olarak ¢alismaktayim. Bu siire zarfinda Bitlis iline bagli Ahlat
ilgesine akademik ¢aligmalar yapmak i¢in gittim. [lgede bulunan tarihi mezar taslarim, camileri,
kiimbetleri ve diger eserleri inceledim ve kayit altina aldim. Giiniimiizde benzeri eserler veren
ustalar olup olmadigint arastirdim. Bu baglamda Ahlat taginin ¢ikarildig: tas ocaklarim, Ahlat
tas1 ile bina inga eden tag ustalarini ve Ahlat tasim siisleyerek basta mezar tasi olmak iizere
cesitli eserler meydana getiren ustalarla goriistiim. Geleneksel yontemlerle ve usta — girak
iligkisi igerisindeki ¢aligmalarim yerinde gérme sansi buldum. Bu gelenek kapsaminda
giinimiizde de eserler yapilmaktadir. Ancak bu eserlerin sayis1 ve gesitliligi tarihi 6rnekleriyle
kiyaslandign zaman dikkat g¢ekici bir sekilde azalmaya basladigini tespit ettim. Ayrica bu
gelenegi siirdiiren tas ustalarimin sayisinin da azalmakta oldugunu tiziilerek gézlemledim. Bu
tespitlerimi bilimsel makaleler yazarak yayimladim. Bu ¢alismalarla amacim unsurun, Ahlat
sehir kimligindeki yerini ve 6nemini tespit etmek, unsurun yok olmasi tehlikesini ortaya
koymak ve akademik camiada, miras tagiyicilarinda ve Ahlat’ta farkindalik olusturmakti.

Calismalarimdan haberdar olan Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Bitlis 11 Tespit
Komisyonu daveti ile Geleneksel Ahlat Tas Isciligi Dosya Hazirlik Toplantisina katildim.
Ayrica Bitlis Valiligi Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras II Tespit Komisyonu {iiyesiyim.
Toplantida bir miras tasiyicisi akademisyen olarak calismalarimla elde ettigim bilgiyi ve
sahadaki gozlemlerimi paylastim. Yapilan dosya basgvuru ¢aligmalarina aktif olarak katilmaya
toplant1 sonrasinda da devam ettim. Unsura yo6nelik tehditlerin ve koruma eylem planlarinin
belirlenmesinde tecriibelerimi paylastim ve aktif olarak tartigmalara katildim. Ayrica, Ahlat Tag
Isciligi gelenegiyle ilgili olusturulacak Izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunda aktif sekilde yer
almak istedigimi de toplanti ve goriismelerde belirttim. Bu zanaatin UNESCO’ya kaydi
sonrasinda da eylem plam1 kapsaminda yapilacak olan ¢alismalara goniillii olarak katilmaya
devam edecegim.

Bu zanaatin UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras
Listesine kaydedilmesine yonelik ¢alismalar1 ¢ok yerinde bir girisim olarak goriiyor ve bir
miras tasiyicisi ve akademisyen olarak destekliyorum. Komite'nin de katkis: ile bu unsurun
insanligin ortak mirasi olarak koruma altina alinacagina ve yasatilacagina inaniyorum.

Saygilarimla,

Adres: Bitlis Eren Universitesi Fen Edebiyat
Fakiiltesi Tiirk Dili ve Edebiyati Bolimii
Rahva BITLIS




To The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of
The Intangible Cultural Heritage

I have been working as an instructor at the Department of Turkish Language and Literature in
the Faculty of Science and Literature at Bitlis Eren University for seven years. During this period, | paid
visits to the Ahlat district of Bitlis province, for academic researches. | examined and took notes on
historical tombstones, mosques, tombs and other historical artefacts and structures in Ahlat. |
searched if there were still masters who create artefacts and structures by using traditional Ahlat
stonework then. In this regard, | visited stone quarries, master of stonemasons constructing by using
Ahlat stones and master of stone carvers who creates many artefacts, especially tombstones by
ornamenting Ahlat stones; and also interviewed with some masters of Ahlat stonework. | had an
opportunity to observe the masters’ practice in traditional techniques and a master-apprentice
relationship. | am very pleased to say that today some artefacts are still created by the element.
However, | determined that the number and variety of the artefacts and the structures created by
using Ahlat stonework are very limited as compared to the past. Unfortunately, | also observed that
the number of masters of Ahlat stonework has been decreasing significantly. | published my findings
as scientific articles. In the studies, | aimed to determine the role and importance of the element in the
urban identity of Ahlat, to underline the risk of disappearance of the element, and to raise the
awareness of the element among academicians, bearers and locals.

I actively participated in the “Traditional Ahlat Stonework Nomination File Preparation
Meeting” with the invitation of the Bitlis Local ICH Board. Besides, | am a member of the Bitlis Local
ICH Board. As an academician and bearers of the element, | had an opportunity to share my studies
and observations about the element with other participants at the meeting. | also went on joining the
activities about the element after the meeting. | shared my experience and actively take part in the
discussions on determining threats and safeguarding measures for the element. Moreover, | declared
my intention to take part in the Monitoring and Evaluation Board which is planned to be established.
| will take part voluntarily in the activities which will be held in the framework of the safeguarding plan
after the possible inscription of the element to the UNESCO list.

| believe the efforts about the inscription of the element on the Urgent Safeguarding List of
UNESCO is very necessary and | support the inscription of the element on the List of UNESCO as a
bearer and academician. | strongly believe that with the contribution of the Committee, the element
will be safeguarded and sustained as a common heritage of humanity.

Best Regards,
Signed
Dr Ramazan ERGOZ
Address: Van Bitlis Eren University,
Faculty of Science and Literature,

Department of Turkish Language and Literature Rahva BITLIS



