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Kaymakamhg1m1z, Bitlis ili, Ahlat il9esinin en list mi.ilki amirligi ~lara:tdh;:-eyt1iiz~ .... ····· 

vermektedir. Dilnya Sakin ~ehirler Birligi (CittaSlow) ilyesi olan il9emizin sosyo-ekonomik 
kalkmmasmm yanmda geleneksel kent dokusunun ve kimliginin korunmas1 bizim i9in son 
derece onem arz etmektedir. 

insanoglu, var oldugundan gilnilmilze kadar hayatmm bin;:ok a~amasmda ta~ ile i9 ic;e 
olmu~tur. ihtiya9 alanlan geni~ledik9e gereksinimler 9e~itlenmi~, ta~ farkh alanlarda 
kullamlmaya ba~lanm1~tu.Gilnilmilze kadar ula~an ta~tan eserler, bu i~lerle ugra~an 
zanaatkarlann el becerileri ile geli~mi~ ve ba~h ba~ma bir sanat kolunun dogmasma yol 
a9m1~tlr. 

Van Goli.i havzasmda bulunan ve gilnlimilzde Bitlis ilinin bir ilc;:esi olan Ahlat, bolgede 
"Ahlat Ta~1" diye bilinen ve bolge mimarisinde onemli bir yeri olan ta~1yla me~hurdur. Bu ta~ 
yilzy1llardu oldugu gibi, gilnilmilzde de hem modern mimaride hem de tarihi mimari eserlerin 
onar1mmda c;okc;:a kullamlmaktadu. 

Ozellikle Ahlat il9esinde ta~ i~9iligi yogun bir ~ekilde devam etmektedir. ilc;edeki 
mezar ta~lan, kilmbet, tilrbe, han, hamam, camii , c;:e~me, kale, medrese, kervansaray gibi 
eserlerde ta~ i~c;iliginin yogun olarak kullamld1g1 gorillmektedir. Ahlat, tarihte onemli eserler 
meydana getirmi~ bir yerle~im yeri olmu~tur. Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~c;:iligi ile yapilm1~ eserler 
bunlann ba~mda gelmektedir. Ahlat'ta UNESCO Dilnya Killtilr Miras1 Ge9ici Listesinde de 
yer alan Selc;uklu Meydan Mezarhg1 ve Oren Y eri, kilmbetler, camiler, kopri.iler, tarihi evler 
ve kale kalmtilan bunun en onemli orneklerindendir. Bu eserler ve onu ortaya c;1karan ustahk 
sadece sanatsal 91ktilar degil ~ehir kimliginin in~asmda da onemli bir yer tutmu~tur. 
Gilnilmilzde de bu gelenek Ahlat'h ta~ ustalan tarafmdan silrdilri.ilmektedir. Ne var ki; 
gi.inilmi.izde bu zanaatm arzulanan seviyede stirdilri.ildilgilnil soylemek milmkUn degildir. 

UNESCO, Somut Olmayan Killti.irel Mirasm Korunmas1 (SOKUM) Sozle;;mesi ' nde 
somut olmayan ki.ilti.irel miras1; topluluklarm, gruplann ve kimi durumlarda bireylerin killtilrel 
miraslanmn bir par9as1 olarak tammlad1klan uygulamalar, temsiller, anlat1mlar, bilgiler, 
beceriler ve bunlara ili~kin arac;lar, gerec;ler ve ki.iltilrel mekanlar olarak tammlam1~tu (Somut 
Olmayan Ki.iltilrel Mirasm Korunmas1 Sozle~mesi, 2003: madde 2). Ta~ i~leme Sanat1, 
ilc;:emizin somut olmayan killti.irel miras1d1r. 

Kaymakamhk olarak, 2011 y1lmda, UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut 
Olmayan Killti.irel Miras Listesine unsurun sunulmas1 ve sonraki y1llarda ba~ta Killtilr ve 
Turizm Bakanhg1 olmak ilzere ilgili payda~lar ile gelenegin korunmasma yonelik 9e~itli 
faaliyetler ve projeler yilriltillmi.i~tilr. Ancak elde edilen kazammlara ragmen halen unsurun 
tehlike altmda oldugu gozlenmektedir.Gilnilmi.izde h1zar makinelerinin ta~ i~c;iliginde 
kullamlmas1 ta~ ustalarma bilyilk darbe vurmu~tur. Bu nedenle geleneksel Ahlat ta~ i~c;iligi ile 
meydana getirilmi~ eser say1s1 ve c;e~idi giln gec;tikc;:e azalmaktad1r. 

UNESCO'nun bu unsurla ilgili destegine ozel onem veriyoruz. Sizden alacag1m1z 
destegin motivasyonu ile payda~lanm1zla yogun olarak icra edecegimiz 9ah~malanm1zla bu 
zanaatm korunacagma, ya~atilacagma ve geleneksel ozilnil tahrip etmeden geli~tirilecegine 
derin bir inane; beslemekteyiz. Bu sadece bir temenniden ibaret degildir. Ba~ta bu unsurla 
ilgili gerc;ekle~tirilen dosya hazirhk toplantls1 olmak ilzere; miras ta~1y1cilan, ilgili kamu 
kurumlan ve sivil toplum kurulu~lan temsilcileri ile birlikte aktif olarak c;:ah~makta ve miras 
ta~1y1c1lanm1zla gelecege donilk somut planlar yapmaktay1z. 2019 yilmdan beri Ahlat'taki 
miras ta~1y1c1lanm1zm aktif katihmlanyla yilrilti.ilen dosya hazirhk c;ah~malan kapsammda ve 
<;::ah~ma Grubunun tespitleri sonrasmda ger9ekle~tirilen 25 ~ubat 2021 tarihli toplant1da 
Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~9iligine yonelik tehditlerin belirlenmesi ve koruma eylem planlanmn 
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olu$turulmasmda payda$lanm1zla birlikte aktif olarak yer ald1k. Aynca bu zanaatm korunmas1 
ve geli$tirilmesine yonelik olu$turulacak olan izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunun dogal 
ilyesi olarak sorumlulugumuzun bilincindeyiz. Bu gelenegin UNESCO'ya kayd1 sonrasmda 
da yapilacak olan 9ah$malarda Kiiltilr ve Turizm Bakanhg1 ile birlikte geni$ bir inisiyatif 
gosterilecektir. Bunun i9in insan kaynag1m1zm da yeterli olduguna inamyoruz. Bilt9e 
imkanlanm1z 9er9evesinde, haz1rlanan eylem plam kapsammda, ama9lara ula$mak i9in icra 
edilecek bir9ok eylemlerin sorumlulugunu $imdiden ilstlenmi$ bulunuyoruz. Aynca diger 
eylemlerde de ilgili kamu kurumlan ve unsurun ilgili topluluguyla i$birligi yapilacakt1r. 

Sonu9 olarak, Ahlat $ehrinin killtilrel kimligimin bir par9as1 olan Geleneksel Ahlat Ta$ 
i$viliginin UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Killtilrel Miras Listesi'ne 
sunulmasma nza gosteriyoruz. Aynca dosyayla ilgili bir kamu kurumu olarak bu gelenekle 
ilgili iizerimize dii$en sorumlulugun farkmday1z. Bu sorumlulugu yerine getirmeye hazu 
oldugumuzu da beyan ediyor, ilgili aday dosyay1 hassasiyetle destekliyoruz. 

Saygilanmla 
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TO THE UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 

SAFEGUARDiNG OF THE INTANGiBLE CULTURAL HERiTAGE 

Our district governorship serves the district as the highest administrative authority of 
Bitlis province, Ahlat district. Besides the socio-economic development of our district, which 
is a member of the Citta Slow Union, it is extremely important for us to protect the traditional 
urban texture and identity. 

Human beings have been intertwined with stone in many stages of their life, from their 
existence until today. As the needs expanded, the requirements diversified and the stone began 
to be used in different areas. The stone works that have survived until today, developed with 
the handicraft of the craftspeople who dealt with these works, and gave rise to the emergence 
of an art branch in its own right. 

Located in the Van Lake basin and being a district of Bitlis province today, Ahlat is 
famous for its stone known as "Ahlat Ta~1" in the region and has an important place in the 
architecture of the region. This stone is widely used today, both in contemporary architecture 
and in the repair of historical architectural works. 

Especially in Ahlat district, traditional stonework continues intensively. It is observed 
that stonework is used extensively in structures such as tombstones, tomb, inn, bath, mosque, 
fountain, castle, madrasa, caravanserai in the district. Ahlat has been a settlement that has 
created important works in history. The works made with traditional Ahlat Stonework are the 
leading ones. Seljuk Square Cemetery and Ruins, cupolas, mosques, bridges, historical houses 
and castle ruins in Ahlat (The Tombstones of Ahlat the Urartian and Ottoman citadel), which 
are also on the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Tentative List, are the most important 
examples of this. These works and the mastery that created them have an important place not 
only in the artistic output but also in the construction of the urban identity. Today, this tradition 
is continued by stone masters from Ahlat. However, today, it is not possible to say that the 
element is maintained at the desired level. 

Intangible cultural heritage is described in the Convention for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage "means the practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, 
skills - as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith­
that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize as part of their cultural 
heritage. The Stonework Art is the intangible cultural heritage of our city. (2003 Convention 
article 2) 

As the district governorship, in 2011, various activities and projects were carried out 
with the relevant stakeholders, especially the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, to submit on the 
List oflntangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, and to safeguarding the 
element. However, despite the achievements, it is observed that the element is still in danger. 
Today, the use of machines in the stonework has dealt a great blow to the master. For this 
reason, the number and variety of works created with traditional Ahlat stonework is decreasing 
day by day. 

We pay special attention to UNESCO's support regarding the element. With the 
motivation of the support we will receive from you, we have a deep belief that this element will 



be safeguard, maintained and developed without destroying its traditional essence with our 
intensive work with our stakeholders. This is not just a wish. In particular, the file preparation 
meeting regarding this element; We work actively with the representatives of bearers and 
practitioners, relevant public institutions and non-governmental organization; and we make 
concrete safeguard plans for the future. After the determinations and reports of the Working 
Group, since 2019, we have been actively involved with our stakeholders in determining the 
threats and creating safeguarding action plans at the meeting held on February 25, 2021, within 
the scope of the file preparation studies carried out with the active participation of bearers in 
Ahlat. In addition, we are aware of our responsibility as a natural member of the Monitoring 
and Evaluation Board, which will be established for the safeguard and development of this 
element. A wide initiative will be shown together with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism in 
the works to be carried out after the inscription of the element on UNESCO. We believe that 
our human resources are sufficient for this. We have already assumed the responsibility of many 
actions to be within the scope of the action plan prepared within the framework of our budget 
possibilities. In addition, cooperation will be made with relevant public institutions and the 
relevant community of the element for many objectives. 

As a result, we consent to the submission of Traditional Ahlat Stonework, a part of 
cultural identity in the Ahlat city, on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need 
of Urgent Safeguarding. In addition, as a component body of the nomination file, we are aware 
of our responsibility regarding safeguard the element. We declare that we are ready to fulfill 
this responsibility and we sensitively support the nomination file with 

Yours Sincerely, 

(Signed) 
Fikret Dag 

Ahlat District Governor 
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AHLAT BELEDiYESi 
Yaz1 i~Ieri Miidiirliigii 

SOMUT OLMA YAN KULTUREL MiRAS 

HUKUMETLERARASI KOMiTESiNE 

Bitlis iline bagh Ahlat il9esi Belediyesi, i19enin se9imle gelen yerel yonetim orgamdir. 
Bu bak1mdan ~ehir insamm dogrudan temsil etmektedir. Sehre, ~ehir insanma ve ~ehrin 
degerlerine hizmet etmek temel sorumluluklanm1zd1r. Sehrimizin temel degerlerinden bir 
tanesi de Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~9iligidir. Sehir ahalimiz tarafmdan as1rlardir ku~aktan 
ku~aga ya~attlm1~ bir unsur olan ta~ i~9iligi, ~ehir kimligimizin aynlmaz bir par9as1dir ve bu 
unsur sadece mirasm uygulay1c1lanm degil tum Ahlat halkm1 yakinen ilgilendirmektedir. 

Belediye olarak bu somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras unsurunun oneminin ve mevcut 
konumunun farkmday1z. Gilnumilzde yok olma tehlikesi ile kar~1 kar~1ya olmas1 Ahlat halkm1 
endi~elendirmektedir. Belediye olarak yaptlg1m1z 9ah~malarda, bugilne kadar Ahlat ta~ i~9iligi 
ile meydana getirilmi~ eserlere zarar vermemeyi, onlan korumay1 ve ya~atmay1 dilstur 
edindik. 

Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~<;iligi, sadece ge9mi~te ortaya konulmu~ nadide eserlerden 
ibaret degildir ve gilnumuzde de Ahlath ta~ ustalan tarafmdan ya~atilmaya devam etmektedir. 
Bu unsurun ta~1y1ctlar1yla birlikte 9e~itli toplantI, proje ve uygulamalarda bir araya 
gelinmektedir. Envantere kay1t siirecinde oldugu gibi 2020 ytlmda yap1lan envanter tespit 
formu guncellemesine de diger sivil toplum kurulu~lar1 temsilcileri ve miras ta~1y1c1lanyla 
birlikte katki saglad1k. 

Belediye olarak, 2011 y1lmda, UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan 
Killtiirel Miras Listesine unsurun sunulmas1 ve sonraki y11larda b~ta Kultiir ve Turizm 
Bakanhg1 olmak ilzere ilgili kurumlar ve sivil toplum kurulu~lar1 ile birlikte 9e~itli faaliyet ve 
projeler ile unsura yonelik tehditleri bertaraf etmek i9in 9ah~malar yilrutillmii~tiir. Gelinen 
noktada kayda deger ilerlemelere ragmen halen unsurun tehlike altmda oldugu 
gozlenmektedir. 

Unsurun siirdiirulebilir bir ~ekilde korunabilmesi i9in UNESCO Acil Koruma 
Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesine unsurun kaydmm 90k onemli bir ad1m 
oldugunu dii~unilyoruz. Bu kapsamda, 2019 ytlndan beri yiiriitiilen aday dosya hazirhk 
siirecini ba~mdan bu yana destekliyoruz. Diger bir onemli geli~me ise 25 Subat 2021 tarihinde 
ger9ekle~tirilen Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~c;iligi Dosya Hazirhk ve Yaz1m Toplant1s1d1r. Aday 
dosyanm haz1rlanmas1 ve koruma eylem planlanmn olu~turulmasmda diger kat1hmcilarla 
birlikte aktif olarak gorev ald1k. Aynca Belediye olarak, bu unsurun korunmas1 ve 
geli~tirilmesi kapsammda kurulacak izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunun dogal iiyesi 
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AHLAT BELEDiYESi 
Yaz1 i~leri Miidiirliigii 

konumunday1z. Bu uyelik bize hem sorumluluk yuklemekte hem de unsura yonelik aktif 
9ah~malarda yer alma imkam sunmaktad1r. 

Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~9iliginin UNESCO'ya kayd1 sonrasmda da yapilacak olan 
9ah~malarda Kultur ve Turizm Bakanhg1 ve Ahlat Kaymakamhg1m1z ile birlikte, yerel halkm 
temsilcisi olarak onemli bir sorumluluk ustlenilecektir. Bunun i9in gerekli but9e ve insan 
kaynag1, imkanlanm1z dahilinde tahsis edilecektir. Bunun yamnda, haz1rlanan eylem plan1 
kapsammda, hedefler dogrultusunda icra edilecek baz1 eylemin sorumlulugunu payla~maya 
hazmz. 

Netice itibar1yla, Ahlat ~ehir yap1smm esash bir par9as1 olan Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ 
i~9iliginin UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kulturel Miras Listesi'ne aday 
gosterilmesini Ahlat halk1 adma i9tenlikle destekliyoruz. Ote yandan, adayhk ba~vuru formu 
kapsammda, bir kamu kurumu (component body) olarak bu unsurla ilgili uzerimize du~en 
sorumlugun farkmday1z. Bu sorumlulugu yerine getirmeye haz1r oldugumuzu da beyan 
ediyoruz. 

Saygilarimla.12/03/2021 

Abdulalim M .. 
Ahlat Be 
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REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 
AHLAT MUNICIPALITY 

Editor in chief 

TO THE UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 

SAFEGUARDiNG OF THE INTANGiBLE CULTURAL HERiTAGE 

Ahlat Municipality of Bitlis the province is the elected local government body of the Ahlat 
district. In this respect, it directly represents the people of the city. Serving the city and people, 
and promote the values of the city are our main responsibilities. One of the main values of our 
city is Traditional Ahlat Stonework. Traditional Ahlat Stonework, an element that has been kept 
alive for centuries by the people of the Ahlat, is an integral part of our urban identity. The 
element closely concerns not only the practitioners but also the entire people of Ahlat. 

As the municipality, we are aware of the importance and current position of this intangible 
cultural heritage element. The fact that it faces the danger of disappearing today worries the 
people of Ahlat. As a municipality During our efforts, our main principle is that not damaging 
the artefacts made with Ahlat Stonework, and safeguarding and keep them alive. 

Traditional Ahlat Stonework is not only rare artefacts from the past; the element continues to 
be kept alive by masters from Ahlat today. We come together with the bearers of the element 
in various meetings, projects and activities. As in the inventory registration process, we 
contributed to the update of the inventory determination form in 2020 together with the 
representatives of non-governmental organizations and bearers. 
As the municipality, in 2011, studies were carried out to submit the element to on the 
List oflntangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, and in the following 
years, together with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, relevant institutions and non­
governmental organizations, various activities and projects to eliminate the threats to the 
element. Despite the remarkable progress at the point reached, it is observed that the element is 
still in danger. 

We believe that the inscription of the element on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
Need of Urgent Safeguarding is a very important step for the element to be safeguard in a 
sustainable way. In this context, we have been supporting the nomination file preparation 
process, which has been carried out since 2019, from the beginning. Another important 
development is the Traditional Ahlat Stonework Nomination File Preparation and Writing 
Meeting held on February 25, 2021. We actively took part in the preparation of the nomination 
file and safeguarding measures together with other participants. In addition, as the Municipality, 
we are a natural member of the Monitoring and Evaluation Board to be established within the 
scope of safeguard and development of the element. This membership gives us the opportunity 
to both assume responsibility and take part in active efforts towards the element. 

As the representative of the local people, we will take on an important responsibility for 
carrying out safeguarding measures, together with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the 
Ahlat District Governorship, after the Traditional Ahlat Stonework is inscribed on UNESCO. 
The necessary budget and human resources for this will be allocated within our possibilities. In 
addition, we are ready to share the responsibility of some actions to be carried out in line with 
the objectives within the scope of the safeguarding action plan. 



As a result, we sincerely support the nomination of the Traditional Ahlat Stonework, which is 
an essential part of the Ahlat city structure, to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need 
of Urgent Safeguarding, on behalf of the people of Ahlat. On the other hand, we, as a 
component body, are aware of our responsibility regarding this element within the scope of the 
nomination form. We also declare that we are ready to fulfill this responsibility. 

Best Regards, 

(Signed) 
Abdiilhalim Miimtaz <;OBAN 

AhlatMayor 
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UNESCO sorvtUT OLrvIA y AN KULTiJREL MiRAS HDKlJlVIETLERARASI 
KOMiTESiNE 

Ahlat Esnaf ve Sanatkarlar Odam1zm [iyelerinin bir b61iimiinfr de ta~ ustalan 
olu$turmaktadrr. Oda olarak ta$ ustalanm ternsil , ve sorunlanna 96zum bulrnak · da 
sorumluluklannuz arasmdad tr. 

Ahlat ~ehrinin ve Esnaf ve Sanatkar1ar Odasmm kimliginin 6nemli bir pan;:asm1 Ahlath 
ta$ ustalan ve 91raklan olu$turmaktad1r. Odam1z i.iyesi ta~. ustalannnz ve onlann ortaya koymu$ 
oldugu eserler ge9mi~ ve giinumiiz arasrnda kop1ii kunnaktadu-. Oda oiarak her platformda 
Ahlat ta$ i~9iliginin eseri olan tarihi yap1la11m1zm ve ta$ ustalanmizm 9alt~malanyla gunir . . 

duyuyor ve destekliyoruz. Ancak iiye saynmzdaki geli$melerden de takip edebildigimiz iizere, 
ta~ ustalanm1zm say1s1 artmamakta hatta azalmaktad1r. Geleneksel usta - 91rak ili~kisi de 
zay1flamaktadrr. Bu durum, asrrlardrr siiregelen ve kwiak:tan ku~aj?,a ahilik gelenegi i9inde 
yogrularak aktanlm~ olan zanaatin ya~at1lmasmm tehlike altmda oldugunu gi)stennektedir. 

Oda olarak bu zanaatin ya~at1lmas1 ve iiyemiz olan ta~ ustal.annm say1smm ve niteligini n 
artmlmas1 i<;in yaptlan c;ah~rnalann i9inde yer alcl1k. Odam1za Hye ta~ ustalanmn goni.illii 
katihmlanyla 2019 · y1hnda ba~layan . 9alt~malarda yer ald1k ve envanter fonnunun 
giincellenmesine ka:-:k1 saglad1k. 25 Subat 2021 tarihinde organize edilen Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ 
i~9iligi Dosya Hazchk ve Yaz1m Toplant1s1 bizirn i9in ayn bir oneme sahiptir. Zira konuyla 
ilgili ti.im taraflar, sc.nal ortamdan da olsa bir araya geimi~: ve zanaatin so:runlan tum tart1~1lml~, 
tehditler belirlenmi~ ve koruma eylem plan1 son ~eklini ahm~t1r. Unsurun kayd1 sonras111daki 
izleme ve Degerlendi1me 9alu1malarma da katdnn sagJayacag1z. 

Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~9iliginin, UNESCOAcil Koruma (ierektiren Somut Olmayan 
Kiilti.irel Miras Listesi 'ne kaydrrn destekliyoruz. 

Saygilanmla 
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REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 

AH LAT CHAMBER OF THE TRADESPEOPLE AND CRAFTSPEOPLE 

TO THE UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE SAFEGUARDiNG OF 

THE INTANGiBLE CULTURAL HERiTAGE 

Some of the members of Ahl at Chamber of Tradespeople and Craftspeople are Ahl at 

Stonework's masters. As a Chamber, representing to stone masters and finding solutions to 

their problems are some of our responsibilities. 

Stone masters and their apprentices constitute an important part of the identity of the 

city of Ahlat and The Ahlat Chamber of the Tradespeople and Craftspeople. Stone masters 

who are members of our Chamber and their works bridge the gap between the past and the 

present. We are proud with our historical buildings, and proud and support the works of our 

stone masters today. However, as we can follow from our number of members, the number 

of stone master does not increase, even number of them are decreasing. The traditional 

master-apprentice relationship is also weakening. This situation shows that the viability of the 

element that has been continued for centuries and transferred from generation to generation 

in the Ahi tradition is in danger. 

As a chamber, we took part in the works carried out to keep this craftsmanship alive 

and to increase the number and quality of our stone masters. We contributed to the studies 

about preparation of nomination file that started in 2019 with the voluntary participation of 

our chamber stone masters and also contributed to the updating of the national inventory 

form. Traditional Ahlat Stonework Nomination File Preparation and Writing Meeting, 

organized on February 25, 2021, has a special importance for us. Since, in this meeting, all 

stakeholders related to the element came together, even if digital meeting, and the problems 

of the element were discussed in all aspects, threats were determined and the safeguarding 

action plan was finalized. We will also participate in the monitoring and evaluation efforts 

after the inscription of the element. 



We support the inscription ofthe Traditional Ahlat Stonework on the List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. 

Best Regards, 

(signed) 

Mr. Mesut $EKER 

Chairman of the Ahlat Chamber of 

the Tradespeople and Craftspeople 

Address: Erzican Mah. Uzman <:avu~ Eren bzturk Cad. No.4a, Ahlat/Bitlis 

Tel: 0434 412 55 12 E-mail. ahlateso@hotmail.com 



AHLAT DOGA VE KULTUREL MiRASI YA$ATMA DERNEGi 

U N ESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS 
H0K0METLERARASI KOMiTESiNE 

Ahlat Dogal ve KOltorel Miras1 Ya§atma Dernegi ; kOltorel miras1 ve dogal gozellikleri koruma ve 
ya§atma amac1yla 2013 y1lmda kurulmu§ ve halen 87 Oyeye sahip Ahlat'ta mukim bir sivil toplum 
kurulu§udur. 

Ahlat §ehrimizin kimliginin aynlmaz pan;alanndan biri de Ahlat ta§I ile meydana getirilmi§ nadide 
eserlerdir. Ozolerek gozlemlemekteyiz ki gOnOmOzde Ahlat ta§I ile yap1lm1§ geleneksel Ahlat ta§ i§<;iligi eseri 
say1s1 ve <;e§idi azalmaktad1r. Bunun en onemli nedenlerinden bir tanesi de ta§ ustalannin say1sinin 
azalmas1 usta - c;1rak ili§kisi ic;erisinde yeni ustalarin yeti§memesidir. Dernek olarak yak olma tehlikesi ile 
kar§1 kar§1ya olan bu ozel gelenegimizi ya§atmak i<;in 9e§itli proje ve faaliyetler i9erisinde yer ald1k. Ornegin; 
AB projesi olan Tarihin Gorgo Taniklan Ayaga Kalk1yor Projesi ile Sel9uklu Mezarllginda restorasyon 
c;all§malan yap1llyor. Kadm Eli Sanatt1r Projesiyle Ahlat ta§ i§lemeciligi noktasmda kadmlara egitim verilecek. 
Bin 800'10 y1llardan kalma y1k1lmak ozere olan yap1y1 restorasyon ile Ahlat KOltor Evi haline donO§tOrOldO. 

Ancak bir sivil toplum kurulu§u olarak bizim gayretlerimizin yeterli olduguna emin degiliz. 
UNESCO'nun destegi ve KDltor ve Turizm Bakanllgmin call§malan ile bu zanaatin ya§at1labilecegine ve 
geli§tirilebilecegine yorekten inaniyoruz. Bu baglamda Ahlat'ta mukim bir sivil toplum kurulu§u olarak 
gelenegin sOrdOrOlebilmesine yonelik tom c;all§malara imkanlanm1z c;erc;evesinde destek vermeye hazmz. 
Aynca, bu unsurla ilgili ger9ekle§tirilen envanter 9all§malanna, dosya haz1rl1k toplant1sma miras ta§1y1c1lan , 
diger ilgili sivil toplum kurulu§lan ve ilgili kamu kurum temsilcileri ile birlikte i§tirak ettik. Toplant1 da da aktif 
olarak bu zanaatin ya§at1lmas1 i9in yap1lmas1 gerekenleri dile getirdik. Toplant1 sonrasmda Geleneksel Ahlat 
Ta§ l§9iligine yonelik tehditlerin belirlenmesi ve korum eylem planlannin olu§turulmasmda aktif olarak yer 
ald1k. Aynca bu zanaatin korunmas1 ve geli§tirilmesine yonelik olu§turulacak olan lzleme ve Degerlendirme 
Kurulunda miras ta§1y1c1s1 bir STK olarak gonOIIO §ekilde i§tirak edecegiz. Bu gelenegin UNESCO listesine 
kayd1 sonrasmda da yap1lacak olan <;all§malara gonOIIO olarak aktif destek vermeye devam edecegim. BOtc;e 
imkanlanm1z c;erc;evesinde baz1 amaclarla ilgili eylemlerin sorumlulugunu §imdiden Ostlenmi§ bulunuyoruz. 
Aynca baz1 eylemlerde de ilgili kamu kurumlan ile i§birligi yapacag1z. insan kaynag1 olarak, kOltor evimizi 
projelerde bedelsiz tahsis etmek suretiyle ayni olarak imkanlanm1z olc;OsOnde eylem planmda Ostomoze 
dO§en sorumluluklan yerine getirecegiz. 
Sonu9 olarak, Ahlat §ehrinin kOltorel kimligimin bir parc;as1 olan Geleneksel Ahlat Ta§ i§<;iliginin UNESCO Acil 

Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan KOltorel Miras Listesi'ne ulusal dosya olarak sunulmasina nza gosteriyor 
ve yorekten destekliyoruz. Sayg1lanmla 

LTUREL 
DERNEGI 

05-099 
ergl Dalresi No:1770363919 

Ertdzan Mah.Kocalar Sokak o,,kar 
,.,..,,e ,u._..,_T,!'11..-, I~ 



AHLAT NATURE AND SUSTAINING CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSOCIATION 

TO UNESCO INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE 

Ahlat Nature and Sustaining Cultural Heritage Association; is established for safeguarding and 
sustaining the cultural heritage and natural beauty in 2013. The association is an NGO located 
in Ahlat and has 87 members for the time being. 

The precious artefacts and structures created by using traditional Ahlat stonework are one of 
the inseparable parts of the Ahlat city identity. We regret to observe that, today the number and 
variety of traditional Ahlat Stonework is decreasing. One of the most important reasons for this 
decrease is the reduction in the number of masters of Ahlat stonework and the lack of training 
for new masters in the master-apprentice relationship. As the association, we take part in several 
projects and activities in order to sustain the element that is under the risk of disappearing. For 
instance, there is a European Union supported restoration project "The Witnesses of The 
History are Revitaliating" about safeguarding the artefacts in the historical Seljuki cemetery. 
Non-formal education will be organized on Ahlat stone carving for the women by the project 
"The Hand of a Woman is Art". An old building dating to the 19th century was restored and 
now is used as Ahlat Culture House. 

However, we, as an NGO, are not sure that only our efforts are enough to safeguard the element. 
We wholeheartedly believe that the element will be sustained and developed by the support of 
UNESCO and the efforts of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. In this context, we, as an 
NGO located in Ahlat, is ready to support all the efforts to sustain the element. Moreover, we 
participated in the preparation meeting of the nomination file and inventory works with the 
other concerning NGOs and public bodies. We declared what should be done to safeguard the 
element by active participation. The association took part in determining threats and 
safeguarding measures on the element that held after the meeting. Moreover, the association 
will take part in the Monitoring and Evaluation Board for traditional Ahlat stonework that is 
planned to be established in order to safeguard and develop the element. We will go on our 
support voluntarily about the activities which will be held in the framework of safeguarding 
plans related to the possible inscription of the element to the UNESCO list. We already took 
the responsibility for some activities under some of the objectives that are determined to 
safeguard the element in the budgetary boundaries of the association. Moreover, we will 
cooperate with the related public bodies for some activities., we will allocate our mentioned 
culture house to the activities related to the objectives free of charge and also supply human 
resource. 

In conclusion, we consent and wholeheartedly support the submission of the Traditional Ahlat 
Stonework, which is a part of our cultural identity of the Ahl at, on the List oflntangible Cultural 
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. Best Regards 

(signed) 

Samet ADIYAMAN 
Ahlat Nature and 

Sustaining Cultural Heritage Association 
Chairman of the Board 



AHLAT FOTOGRAF<;ILAR DERNEGi 
(AHFOD) 

UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI KOMiTESiNE 

Ahlat Fotograf9Ilar Demegi; tamt1m faaliyetleri amac1yla 2010 y1hnda kurulmu~ Ahlat'ta 
mukim bir sivil toplum kurulu~udur. 

Ahlat ~ehrimizin kimliginin aynlmaz pan;alanndan biri de Ahlat ta~1 ile meydana getirilmi~ 
nadide eserlerdir. -0 ziilerek gozlemlemekteyiz ki giiniimiizde Ahlat ta~1 ile yaptlrm~ geleneksel Ahlat ta~ 
i~9iligi eseri say1s1 ve 9e~idi azalmaktadir. Bunun en onemli nedenlerinden bir tanesi de ta~ ustalanmn 
say1smm azalmas1 usta- 9Irak ili~kisi i9erisinde yeni ustalarm yeti~memesidir. 

UNESCO'nun destegi ve Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanhgmm 9ah~malan ile bu zanaatin 

ya~atllabilecegine ve geli~tirilebilecegine yiirekten inamyoruz. Bu baglamda Ahlat'ta mukim bir sivil 

toplum kurulu~u olarak gelenegin siirdiiriilebilmesine yonelik tiim 9ah~malara imk:anlanm1z 

9ewevesinde destek vermeye hazmz. Aynca, bu unsurla ilgili ger9ekle~tirilen envanter 9ah~malarma, 

dosya hazirhk toplant1sma miras ta~1y1cllan, diger ilgili sivil toplum kurulu~lan ve ilgili kamu kurum 

temsilcileri ile birlikte i~tirak ettik. Toplantlda da aktif olarak bu zanaatin ya~atilmas1 i9in yaptlmas1 

gerekenleri dile getirdik. Toplantl sonrasmda Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~9iligine yonelik tehditlerin 

belirlenmesi ve korum eylem planlannm olu~turulmasmda aktif olarak yer ald1k. Aynca bu zanaatin 

korunmas1 ve geli~tirilmesine yonelik olu~turulacak olan izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunda miras 

ta.~1y1cm bir STK olarnk goniillii ~ekilde i~tirak edecegiz. Bu gelenegin UNESCO listesine kayd1 

sonrasmda da yapilacak olan 9ah~malara, fotograf ve video 9ekimlerinde goniillii olarak aktif destek 

vermeye devam edecegiz. Biit9e imkanlanm1z 9er9evesinde baz1 ama9larla ilgili eylemlerin 

sorumlulugunu ~imdiden iistlenmi~ bulunuyoruz. 
Sonu9 olarak, Ahlat ~ehrinin kiiltiirel kimligimin bir par9as1 olan Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ 

i~9iliginin UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi'ne ulusal dosya 
olarak sunulmasma nza gosteriyor ve yiirekten destekliyoruz. 

Sayg1lanmla 

~ = 
Ozkan~ 

Ahlat Fotograf~dar Dernegi (AHFOD) 
Yonetim Kurulu Ba~kam 

Sel9uklu <;ar~1s1 Cumhuriyet Cad. No: 30 Ahlat/BITLIS 
Tel: 0539 729 59 52 - e.mail: ozkanolcay13@gmail.com 



AHLAT PHOTOGRAPHERS ASSOCIATION 

(AHFOD) 

TO UNESCO INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE 

Ahlat Photographers Association; is a non-governmental organization established for 
promotional activities in Ahlat in 2010. 

The element is an important part of the cultural identity of people living in Ahlat. For this 
reason, we aim to keep the element alive; We try to contribute to increase the awareness and 
visibility of the element, and we organize various events for this purpose. We regret to observe 
that today the number and variety of traditional Ahlat Stonework is decreasing. One of the most 
important reasons of this decrease is reducing in the number of craftspeople and the lack of 
training for new masters in the master-apprentice relationship. 

We wholeheartedly believe that this craftsmanship can be keep alive and developed with the 
support of UNESCO.In this context, as a non-governmental organization of the Ahlat, we are 
ready to support all efforts to keep alive the element within bounds our possibilities. In addition, 
we participated in the studying for inventory update and nomination file preparation efforts 
together with the bearers, practitioners, other relevant non-governmental organizations and 
representatives of relevant public institutions. Especially at the last meeting held on February 
25, 2021, we expressed what needs to be done to keep the element alive, and we actively took 
part in identifying threats to Traditional Ahlat Stonework and designation safeguarding action 
plan. We will also voluntarily participate as an NGO in the Monitoring and Evaluation Board 
after the possible inscription. We will continue to support the efforts actively, photography and 
video shootings that will be carried out after this element is inscribed on the UNESCO List. We 
have already undertaken tasks for the realization of objective 4 in the safeguarding action plan. 

As a result, we consent and wholeheartedly support the submission of the Traditional Ahlat 
Stonework, which is a part of our cultural identity of the Ahlat, on the List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. 

Best Regards, 

(signed) 

OzkanOLCAY 
Ahlat Photographers Association (AHFOD) 

Chairman of the Board 



T.C 
AHLAT. KAYMAKAMLIGI 

Miize Miidiirliigii 

UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI 
KOMiTESiNE 

Ge9mi~i Neolitik 9aglara kadar uzanan ge9mi~ten gilnfuniize kadar bir9ok uygarhga 
merkezlik yapan ve bu uygarhklann izlerini gi.infuniize ta~1yan kadim ~ehir Ahlat'm 
geleneksel kent dokusunun ve kimliginin korunmas1 bizim a9rm1zdan 90k onemli bir husustur. 
Ahlat'ta hiikfun sfuen uygarhklardan kalan ve giinfunuze kadar ul~an 90k say1da mimari eser 
bulunmaktadir. Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~9iligi ile yap1lm1~ olan eserler bunlarm ba~mda 
gelmektedir. Bu eserler ve onu ortaya 91karan ustahk sadece sanatsal 91kttlar degil ~ehir 
kimliginin in~asmda da onemli bir yer tutmaktadir 

Ahlatm kentsel kimliginin oncilleri konumunda olan bu eserlerin gelecek ku~aklara 
aktanlmas1 noktasmda Kurumumuz tarafmdan onemli 9ah~malar yfuiltulmektedir. Bu kent 
kimligini olu~turan tarihi eser yaptlan arasmda Kumbetler (Arnt Mezarlar), Tfubeler ve 
Mezarta~lar1 onemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Ozellikle 210 donfunliik diiz bir arazi iizerine kurulan 
ve bi.inyesinde 9000 civannda boylan 4 metreye varan Ahlat Meydan Mezarhgmdaki mezar 
ta~lan dikkat 9ekmektedir. Ta~ i~9iliginin en guzel uygulamalarmm yap1ld1g1 bu mezar 
ta~lar1mn sanatsal ve estetik degerleri, sadece iilkemiz a91smdan degil Dunya sanat tarihi 
a91smda da onemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Kiiltfu ve Turizm Bakanhg1m1zm izinleri ve 
katktlar1yla -Oniversitelerdeki ilgili Akademisyenlerle beraber ge9mi~teki ta~ i~9iligi 
uygulamalanrn guniimilze t~1yan bu kiiltiir miraslar1n1n restorasyonlanru, 
konservasyonlarim, 9izimlerini, epigrafik incelemelerini, fotograflamalanm bilimsel 
yontemlerle yap1yor ve kay1t altma almasm1 saghyoruz. Unsurla ilgili geleneksel bilginin 
korunmas1, aktartlmas1 ve y~attlmas1mn tarihi eserlerin korunmas1, restorasyonu ve 
konservasyonu i9in de son derece onemlidir. 

Ge9mi~te oldugu gibi gilnfuniizde de Ahlath ta~ ustalan tarafmdan geleneksel 
yontemlerle 91kar1lan ta~larla yaptlar in~a edilmektedir. Geleneksel yontemlerle ve usta 91rak 
ili~kisine bagh kalmarak 9ah~malann1 yfuilten ta~ ustalan 9e~itli eserler yapmaktadirlar. 
Ancak bu eserlerin say1s1 ve 9e~itliligi tarihi omekleriyle ktyasland1g1 zaman bariz bir 
azalmamn oldugu anla~tlmaktadir. Aynca bu gelenegi sfudfuen t~ ustalannm say1s1 zamanla 
azald1g1 da bir ger9ektir. Ahlat Geleneksel Kent dokusunun sfudfuillebilirligini saglamak i9in 
yok olma tehlikesiyle kar~1 ka~1ya kalan bu onemli unsurun korunmas1 ve ya~attlmas1mn 
elzem oldugunu du~uniiyoruz. 

Unsurun sfudfuulebilir bir ~ekilde korunabilmesi i9in UNESCO Acil Koruma 
Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltfuel Miras Listesine unsurun kaydmm 90k onemli bir adrm 



To the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage 

It is very important for us to preserve the traditional urban fabric and identity of the 

ancient city Ahlat, which dates back to the Neolithic ages, is the center of many civilizations 

and carries the traces of these civilizations. There are historical artifacts and buildings from 

many ancient civilizations that ruled in Ahlat. The artifacts and buildings made with traditional 

Ahlat Stone Works are one important of them. These historical artifacts and buildings, and the 

traditional craftsmanship that make it, are not only artistic products but also have an 

important place for the identity of the city. 

Our Museum makes many efforts to protect these historical artifacts and buildings, 

which are the part of Ahlat's urban identity. Among these artifacts and buildings, historical 

tombs, gravestones and mausoleums have an important place. Especially 9000 tombstones, 

some of which are 4 meters, are very remarkable in Ahlat City Cemetery. Artistic and aesthetic 

values of these tombstones are not only important for Turkey's cultural history but also history 

of world art. 

With the contributions of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, we do the restoration, 

conservation, drawings, epigraphic examinations and photographs of these works with 

scientific methods with the participation of academicians at universities. We think that it is 

extremely necessary to safeguard, transmitted and keep the traditional knowledge about the 

element alive in order to preserve, restore and conserve historical artifacts. 

As in the past, stone structures are built by traditional stone works in Ahlat today. 

However, it is seen that there is a clear decrease in the number and variety of these works 

when compared with the historical examples. There is also a dramatic decrease in the number 

of masters who are practicing the element. We believe that safeguarding of the element, 

which is facing the danger of disappear, is essential in order to ensure the continuation of the 

urban fabric of Ahlat. 



We consider, inscription of the element on the UNESCO Urgent List will be a very 

important step for safeguarding of the element sustainably. In this context, we have been 

supporting the nomination file preparation studies that have been carried out since 2019. 41n 

addition, the File Preparation meeting held on February 25, 2021 has been one of the most 

important progression in this field. As the Ahlat Museum, which is an institution that 

contributes to the safeguarding and sustaining viability of the element, we actively 

participated with other participants in the preparation of the nomination file, the 

identification of threats and the creation of safeguarding action plans. We support the efforts 

to inscription of the element on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need 

of Urgent Safeguarding. 

(signed) 

Mr. Mikail ERCEK 

Director of Ahlat Museum 



My Consent Letter 

Due to the nature of Ahlat stone, it is a volcanic tuff, so it provides convenience in stone 
carving. With this feature, it can be easily shaped, but it can be easily deformed according to 
environmental conditions. The color variety of Ahlat stone is also one of the most important 
features of this stone. 

Ahlat stone is used today in tombstone and architecture as a facade cladding. Carving 
and shaping is done on request in some workshops. 

I am working as a lecturer in Ahlat Vocational School Handicrafts Department. I make 
works related to Ahlat tiles, Ahlat stone, ceramics, gilding, miniature, hand-drawn. I have made 
many works to Ahlat with the support of our Mayor and District Governors. With the project 
we made jointly with Ahlat District Governorship and Ahlat Municipality in 2016, I designed 
10 fountains using Ahlat stone. I made the stone carving of the fountains by stone masters from 
Ahlat. My main goal in making this project was to revive the carving and ornamentation 
tradition on Ahlat Stonework. With this project, we have once again demonstrated how vital 
role women can play in the transmission of the element to future generations. 

We try to teach Ahlat stone mastery to apprentices and to students in our vocational school. In 
the quarries in Ahlat, while the element transmit to the next generations as a craftsmanship, we, 
the artists, aim to raise craftspeople for the old magnificence of the Ahlat tone. As results of 
these efforts, we want to see shown the reel value of Ahlat Stoneworks that it is deserve, and 
dont want to mentioned as a art is is about to be forgotten. 

In this context, as a motif designer who works on the safeguarding, keep alive and 
transmit of the element, I hope that the file titled Traditional Ahlat Stonework will be inscribe 
on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, and I 
wholeheartedly support this process. 

Best Regards, 

(signed) 
Ms. Meryem KAPLAN 

Motif Designer 



R1.za Beyammd1r 

Ahlat ta~uu i~leyen bir i~letmenin sahibiyim. E~im ve ustalanm1zla birlikte Ahlat ta~ma 
istenen ~eklin verilmesini ve ta~ ustalani1a sunulmas, i~ini yiirtitmekteyiz. Ahlatl1 bir kadm 
olarak boyle bir alanda i~yeri sahibi olmaktan gurur duyuyorum. · 

Yaptig1m1z i~, benim i9in sadece bir kazanc; vesilesi d,egil.d~r. Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ 
i~9iligi her a:~am~s1 ile ~ehir klilttirUmiiztiri onemli bir pa1·c;aslti1 olrn1turmaktacl1r. Beri de sahibi 
oldugum i~letme sayesinde bu ktiltUrUn bir parc;as1 ve unsurun ya~atllmas1 ic;in c;abalayanlaidari 
oldugumu dti~iini.iyorum. · 

Bu unsurun bir miras ta~1y1c1 olarak aday dosya hazirhk yah~malarma kat1hm saglad,m. 
Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~c;iliginin bir somutolmayan kiiltilrel miras unsum olarak verilen degeri 
gori.ince mutlu oldum. Gelene:~imizin yok olma tehlikesi, ta~ ustalan ile dogrudan c;ah~an birisi 
olarak Uzi.ilerek go::mekteyim. Dolay1S1yla, Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~c;iliginin Acil Koruma 
Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Ki.iltilrel Miras Listesi'ne ulusal dosya olarak kaydedilmesinin · 
unsurun yok olma tehlikesini ortadari kaldmnada dikkatlerin unsura ,;:evrilmesinde faydas1 
olacaktir. Bu zanaaun UNESCO listesine kayd1 sonrasmda da yap1lacak ohm c;ah~malara da 
elimde geldigince d,~stek verecegim. 

Bu mirasm hir ta~1y1c1s1 olarak, killttirel kimligimih bir parc;asr olan Geleneksel Ahlat 
Ta~ i~c;iliginin UNESCO Aci i Koruma Gerektiren Sorriut Olmayan Kultiirel 1\1iras Listesi'ne · 
kaydedilmesine nzarrn beyan ediyorum. 

Saygilanrnla 
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My Consent Letter 

I am the owner of one of the ateliers where Ahlat Stonework is practiced. Together 

with my husband and our masters, we give shape to Ahlat stone, and provide Ahlat Stone to 

other masters. As a woman from Ahlat, I am proud to have an atelier working in this field. 

I'm not doing this job just to earn money. Traditional Ahlat Stonework is an important 

part of our city culture in every aspect. Thanks to the atelier I own, I think that I am a part of 

this culture and one of those who strive to keep this element alive. 

As a bearer of the element, I participated in the nomination file preparation studies. I 

was happy to see the value given to traditional Ahlat Stonework as an intangible cultural 

heritage element. As a person who works with masters, I am seeing that the tradition is about 

to disappear. 

Therefore, inscription ofthe element as a national file on the UNESCO List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, will help to eliminate the danger of 

disappear and to draw attention to the element. I will support as much as I can safeguarding 

efforts will be done after the element is inscribed on the UNESCO List. 

As a bearer of this heritage, I declare that I consent to the inscription of Ahlat 

Stonework, which is a part of my cultural identity, to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. 

Best Regards, 

Adres: 

Kirklar mah. 1001. Sok. 

No.1 Ahlat-Bitlis 

Name-Surname 

Mrs. Nurcan GULSAR 

signed 



RIZA BEVANIMDIR 

Ben Ahlat'h bir ta~ ustas1y1m. 15 ya~mdan beri bu meslegi icra etmekteyim. Meslege Ya~ar 

YILDIRIM adh ustanm yanmda ba~lad1m. Kendisinden ta~ ustahgmm inceliklerini ve meslek 

ahlakm1 ogrendim. 8 y1I sonra ustamm da nzasm1 alarak kendi ba~1ma bu meslegi yapmaya ve 

ustahk etmeye ba~lad1m. Yakla~1k 20 y1ldir i~tigal ettigim bu ugra~1 ile bugOne kadar ba~ta ev, 

~e~me, Turbe, KoprO, Kent giri~leri (Ost ge~it), Cami, Minare, Mezar Ta~lan, Barbuke, Somine, 

Sad1rvan, KOlliye, Saat Kulesi, Sembolik Arnt ve Tarihi yapilarm restorasyonu yaparak onlarca 

eser meydana getirdim. 

Bu unsurun bir uygulay1c1s1 ve ta~1y1c1 olarak bilgi ve tecrubelerimi yeni ku~aklara aktarmak bu 

sanatm ya~amasma katk1da bulunmak istiyorum. Bugune kadar 30- 40 prak yammda yeti~erek 

ta~ ustas1 olmu~tur. Ben meslege ba~lad1g1m zaman Ahlat'ta in~a edilen neredeyse tum binalar 

Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~~iligi ile in~a edilirdi. il~emizde ~ok say1da usta ve ~1rag1 ~ah~maktayd1. 

Ancak gOnOmOzde hem ustalarm hem de ~iraklann say1s1 azalmaktadir. Bu durumu ben 

kurucusu oldugum Ahlat S1mrh Sorunlu Yap1 Ta~1 Kooperatifi' nde de ya~ad1m. ilk kuruldugunda 

Ahlat'taki ta~ ustalarmm bir meslek orgOtO olmasm1 dO~OndOgOmOz kooperatif bugun 

itibanyla maalesef az say1da Oyeye hizmet vermektedir. Halbuki bu tur STK'lar ile ustalarm 

dayam~mas1 ve meslegin sOrdOrOlebilir bir ~ekilde ya~atllmas1 mOmkOn olabilir. 

Bitlis ii KOltOr ve Turizm MOdOrlOgOnOn daveti ile aday dosya ~ah~malanndan haberdar old um 

ve bOyOk bir istek ile dosya hazirhk toplant1sma kat1ld1m. Yukanda belirttigim tespitlerimin de 

yer ald1g1 gorO~lerimi payla~t1m. <;ah~malar sonucunda sunulmas1 planlanan aday dosya, biz 

miras ta~1y1cllan i~in umut vericidir. Bu ~ekilde hem yeni ustalar ve ~1raklar yeti~ebilecek hem 

de Kooperatif gibi mesleki birlik ~ah~malanm1z daha aktif sOrdOrOlebilecektir. Unsurla ilgili 

gerek toplant1da gerekse sonrasmda destegim devam etti. bzellikle tehditlerin belirlenmesi ve 

koruma eylem planlarmm olu~turulmasmda tecrObelerimi diger miras ta~1y1c1larma aktararak 

katk1 saglad1m. Bu zanaatm UNESCO listesinde ilanmdan sonra ~ah~malann ivme kazanacagm1 

biliyorum. Bir par~as1 olmaktan gurur duydugum bu gelenegin dogru ~ekilde korunmas1, 

ya~at1lmas1 ve aktanlmas1 benim i~in ~ok onemlidir. 

Bu baglamda, Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~~iligi isimli ~ah~manin bir dosya olarak UNESO Acil 

Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan KOltOrel Miras Liste" sine kaydedilmesini umut ediyor, bu 

sOreci gonulden destekliyorum. 

Sayg1lanmla, 

Adres: Tunus Mahallesi Devlet Bah~eli Bulvan, 

BOyOk Sanayi SiTESi yam ERTAS yap1 No:8 

Metin COSKUN 



CONSENT LETTER 

I am a master of Stonework. I have been in this profession since I was 15 years old. I started to practice 

this craftsmanship as an apprentice of Ya~ar YILDIRIM. He taught me the knowledge and skills related 

to the element and the work ethic. After practicing this profession as an apprentice, I became a master 

with consent of my master. As a practitioner of this element, during last 20 years I constructed and 

restored many artefacts and structures such as mosque, minaret, tombstone, fireplace, clock tower, 
and monument. 

As a practitioner and bearers of this element, I would like to share and transmit my knowledge and 

experiences with young generations in order to sustain the viability of this element. I have already 

trained 30-40 apprentices and they have become master. When I started to practice this element, all 

the building were constructing by using Ahlat Stonework. There were so many master and apprentices 

related to the element. However, today the number of master and apprentices dramatically increases. 

I am one of the founder of professional association called "Ahlat S1nrrll Sorunlu Yap1 Ta~1 Kooperatifi". 

Unfortunately, there are very limited numbers of member being master of this element. However, 

these kind of professional associations are the only way to sustain the element and solidarity of 

masters. 

Bitlis Provincial Directorate of Culture and Tourism informed me on the nomination of the element 

and I actively participate in the preparation process of the nomination. I shared my opinion mentioned 
above with other participants. This nomination file gives hope to us. I contributed to the preparation 

process and my contribution will continue after the possible inscription. Especially I contributed to the 

determination of threads and risk by sharing my experiences with others. I am sure that the 

safeguarding of the element will gain momentum after the inscription of the element by UNESCO. It is 

important for me to safeguarding and transmission of the element, which I am proud to be a part of. 

In this context, I hope and fully support that the element called Traditional Ahlat Stonework will be is 

inscribed to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. 

Best regards, 

Address: Tunus Mahallesi Devlet Bah~eli Bulvan 

Bi.iyi.ik Sanayi SiTESi yarn ERTAS yap1 no:8 

(Signed) 

Metin <;OSKUN 

Master of Ahlat Stonework 



My Consent Letter 

I learned practice to traditional Ahlat Stonework from my masters and I have been trying 
to be a straight stone master for years. I practice my mastery (the element) with the methods I 
learned from my masters. I also teach this craftsmanship to apprentices who works with me. I 
train my apprentices for they can become both skilled and ethical master of this profession. 

As a stone master from Ahlat, I am doing my profession fondly. I also believe that this 
element is an integral part of the Ahlat city identity. For these reasons, I believe that the element 
should not disappear. As an experienced stone master, I try to keep the element alive as far as 
I can, and transmit the element next generations so that the element does not disappear. 
Therefore, I can say that I am both a practitioner and a transmitter of the element. 

I understood better the value of Ahlat Stonework as an intangible cultural element in the 
preparations of nomination file writing that I actively participated in. However, I see with regret 
that our tradition (the element) is at the risk of disappearing. For this reason, I believe that the 
inscription of the Traditional Ahlat Stonework on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
Need of Urgent Safeguarding will provide a much greater advantage for eliminating the risk of 
disappearing. Within the scope of the nomination file preparation studies, I contributed to the 
determination of threats and the designation of safeguarding measures through presenting my 
observations and suggestions. I had been involved in national inventory studies before. I will 
continue to voluntarily participate in the efforts after the element is inscribed on the UNESCO 
List. 

I consent and wholeheartedly support the submission of the Traditional Ahlat 
Stonework, which is a part of our cultural identity of the Ahlat, on the List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. 

Best Regards, 

Address: 
Y eni Kopri.i Koyu 

Ahlat/Bitlis 

(signed) 
Mr. Erol i~LER 

Master of Ahlat Stonework 



UNESCO SEKRETARYASINA 

Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~c;iligi, benim ic;in sadece bir meslek degil aym zamanda 11. ylizy1ldan 
gunlimlize yans1yan kulturel bir devamhhgm parc;as1, birlikteligin, ~ehir kimliginin ve gelecege 
umutla bakmanm bir arac1dir. Bu unsurun, zanaat olas1mn yanmda meslege ozgli ahlaki 
dlisturlan da vardir. Ben Ahlat'h bir ta~ ustas1 olarak hem bu zanaatin inceliklerini hem de 
ahlaki dlisturlarm1 yamnda c;ah~t1g1m ustalanmdan ogrendim. Bu birikimi, benim yammda 
c;ah~an 91raklar1ma da aktarmaktay1m. Y eti~tirdigim ve ~u an usta olarak c;ah~an zanaatkarlar 
da bunlar1 kendi c;iraklanna ogretmektedir. Biz 91raklanm1za sadece geleneksel zanaatkarhk 
bilgilerimizi degil unsurla ilgili c;e~itli rituel ve geleneksel uygulamalanm1za da 91raklanm1z 
ogretiriz. 

Ancak c;e~itli sebeplerle glinlimlizde bu zanaati icra eden ki~ilerin say1s1 azalmaktad1r. 
Hem c;ah~malar1ma talep hem de yeni c;irak bulmakta s1kmt1 ya~amaktay1z. Ahlat ta~1 ile 
yap1lm1~ tarihi eserlere yogun ilgi olmasma kar~m gunlimlizde geleneksel Ahlat t~ i~c;iligi ile 
yap1lan eserlere ilgi azdir. 

Bitlis i1 Kliltlir ve Turizm Mtidlirlligunun daveti ile aday dosya c;ah~malanndan haberdar 
oldum ve bliylik bir istek ile dosya hazirhk toplant1sma katild1m. Yukanda belirttigim 
tespitlerimin de yer ald1g1 gorli~lerimi katihmc1lara aktard1m. Aynca envanter glincelleme 
c;ah~malarmda da yer ald1m. Sonucunda sunulmas1 planlanan aday dosya biz miras ta~1y1cilar1 
ic;in umut vericidir. Unsurla ilgili gerek toplantida gerekse sonrasmda destegim devam etti. 
Ozellikle tehditlerin belirlenmesi ve korum eylem planlar1mn olu~turulmasmda tecrlibelerimi 
diger miras ta~1y1cilanna aktararak katk1 saglad1m. Bu zanaatm UNESCO listesinde ilanmdan 
sonra c;ah~malann ivme kazanacag1m biliyorum. Bu c;ah~malara da saghg1m el verdigi olc;lide 
katilacag1m. Bir parc;as1 olmaktan gurur duydugum bu geienegin dogru ~ekilde korunmas1, 
ya~atilmas1 ve aktanlmas1 benim ic;in c;ok onemlidir. 

Bu baglamda, Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~c;iligi isimli c;ah~manm bir dosya olarak UNESO Acil 
Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kliltlirel Miras Liste'sine kaydedilmesini umut ediyor, bu 
slireci gontilden destekliyorum. 

Sayg1lar1mla, 

Adres: 
Yeni Koprli Koyli, Ev No: 80 

Ahlat/BiTLiS 

Ozgeni$LER 
Ta~ Ustas1 



To UNESCO Secretariat 

Traditional Ahlat Stonework is not only a profession for me, but also a part of a cultural 
continuity reflected from the 11th century to the present, it is a means of unity, urban identity 
and looking to the future with hope. Besides being a craftsmanship, this element also has 
ethical principles. As a stone master from Ahlat, I learned both the fine points of this 
craftmanship and the ethical principles from my masters. I am transmitting my knowledge to 
the apprentices working with me. My former apprentices, who are currently working as 
masters now, teach this knowledge to their apprentices. We teach apprentices not only our 
knowledge of traditional craftsmanship but also our various ritual and traditional practices 
related to the element. 

However, for some reasons, the number of people practicing this craftmanship is 
decreasing. We have difficulties both in demand for our works and in finding new apprentices. 
Although there is a great interest in historical buildings and artefacts made with Ahlat stone, 
today there is little interest in works made with traditional Ahlat stone workmanship. With 
the invitation ofthe Bitlis Provincial Directorate of Culture and Tourism, I heart the nomination 
file studies and attended solicitous file preparation meetings. I expressed my point of views, 
including in the above-mentioned determinations, to the participants. I also participated in 
inventory update studies. As a result of these studies, the nomination file planned to be 
submitted is promising for us, bearers and practitioners. In particular, I contributed to the 
identification of threats and the designation of safeguarding action plans by expressing my 
experience to other bearers. I know that the efforts will gain momentum after this 
craftsmanship is inscribed on the UNESCO list. I will participate in these studies as much as my 
health permits. It is very important to me that the element, which I am proud to be a part of, 
is kept alive and transmit correctly. 

In this context, I hope that the file, named Traditional Ahlat Stonework, will be 
inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, and also 
I support the nomination process wholeheartedly. 

Best Regards, 

Addresses: 
Yeni Kopru Koyu Ev No:80 

Ahlat/Bitlis 

(Signed) 
Mr. Ozgen i~LER 
Stone Master 



UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI 
KOMiTESiNE 

Ben Nihat jNAN 199 2 yzlznda Bit/is 'in Ah/at il<;esinde dogdum. Oncelikle bir Ahlatli 
olarak Ah/at Ta~ j~/emeciliginin kultiirel kimligimin bir par9as1 oldugunu ifade etmek isterim. 
Ai/em 6 ku~aktan beri Ah/at 'ta ya~amaktadzr ve aile uyelerim arasznda unsurla ilgili <;ok sayzda 
miras ta~1y1c1sz bulunmaktadzr. 

Ayrzca, Ankara Hac1 Bayram Veli Oniversitesi Turk Halk Bilimi Bolumiinde Ah/at Ta~ 
j~/emeciligiyle ilgili Yiiksek Lisans Tezi yazmaktay1m. Ara~flrmalarzm s1rasznda Ah/at ta~ 
i~lemeciligi etrafinda olu~an kiiltiiriin ki$iler aras1 ileti$imi ve kiiltiirel etkile$imi artt1rd1gzna 
ve farkh topluluklar arasznda bir bag olu$turduguna tanzk oldum. Bu hususa ek olarak, unsurun 
etrafinda $ekillenen gii<;lu sozlii kiiltiir iiriinlerinin ($iir, ninni, tiirkii bilmece vb.) ve <;e$ifli 
toplumsal uygulamalann oldugunu da ifade etmek isterim. Bir Ahlath olarak bu sozlu kiiltiiriin 
ve toplumsal uygulamalarzn da bir fa$1yzclSly1m. 

Somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras alanmda <;ah$an bir ogrenci olarak bu mirasm 
korunmasz ve ya$afllmas1 amac1yla sivil top/um kurulu#anyla birlikte <;ok say1da etkinlige 
katzhm sagladzm. Aynca, 2019 yzlznda Kultiir ve Turizm Bakanlzgz koordinasyonunda Ahlat'ta 
miras fa$zyzczlarznzn kafllzmzyla ba$latzlan dosya hazzrhk <;alz$malarz kapsamznda "<;alz$ma 
grubunda "yer aldzm. Bu kapsamda, fotograf, video, tespit ve degerlendirmelerimi Bakanlzkla, 
Ahlat Belediyesiyle, Ah/at Kaymakamlzgzyla ve ilgili sivil top/um kurulu$larzyla payla$flm. Aynz 
zamanda Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras j/ Tespit Komisyonunda yer alarak 2020 yzlznda 
unsurun envanter formunun giincellenmesine katkl sagladzm. 

Giiniimiizde eski ihfi$amzndan uzak ve kaybolmaya yiiz tutmu$ bu gelenegin acil olarak 
korunmasz ve desteklenmesi gerekmektedir. El sanatlarz i<;erisinde icra edilmesi olduk<;a zor ve 
ogrenilmesi gii<; olan bu sanatln korunmasz ve gelecek ku$aklara aktanlmasz i<;in 
canlandznlmaszmn olduk<;a onemli oldugunu dii$iiniiyorum. 25 Subat 2021 tarihinde unsurla 
ilgili miras fa$zyzczlan, sivil toplum kurtulu$larz ve devlet kurumlarznzn katzldzgz toplantlda 
yapzlan tehdit szniflamasz ve kabul edilen koruma eylem plamnzn unsurun gelecegi ac;zszndan 
son derece onemli oldugunu dii$iiniiyorum. Bizier unsurun ilgili toplulugu ve ki$ileri olarak bu 
eylem planznzn uygulanmasznda ve izlenmesinde de aktif olarak gorev alacagzz. 

Unsurla ilgili <;ah$an bir halk bilimci olarak, dosya yazzm <;alz$malarzna aktif olarak 
katzldzgzm Ah/at Ta$ j$femeciliginin jnsanlzgzn Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Mirasznzn Temsili 
Listesi 'ne kaydettirilmesini destekliyorum. 

Saygzlanmla 

Adres: jki Kubbe Mahallesi, Ye$il Kumbet Sokak, 
No232/5 Ahlat/Bitlis. 



UNESCO SOMUT OLMAYAN KULTUREL MiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI 
KOMiTESiNE 

1997 yildan beri Van Yuzuncu Y1l -Oniversitesi Edebiyat Fakultesi Tarih Bolfununde 
ogretim uyesi olarak 9ah~maktay1m. Bu donem i9erisinde Bitlis iline bagh Ahlat il9esine, 
akademik 9ah~ma kapsammda ve memleketim olmas1 hasebiyle bir9ok kez ziyarette 
bulundum. il9ede bulunan tarihi mezar ta~lanm, camileri, kumbetleri ve diger eserleri 
inceledim. Gunumuzde benzeri eserler veren ustalar olup olmad1g1m ara~t1rd1m. Bu Ahlat 
ta~1mn 91kanld1g1 ta~ ocaklarm1, Ahlat ta~1 ile bina in~a eden ta~ ustalarm1 ve Ahlat ta~1m 
silsleyerek b~ta mezar ta~1 olmak uzere 9e~itli eserler meydana getiren ustalar1 ziyaret ettim. 
Geleneksel yontemlerle ve usta - 91rak ili~kisi i9erisindeki 9ah~malarm1 yerinde gorme ~ans1 
buldum. Baz1 ta~ ustalar1 ve 91raklar1 ile millakatlar ger9ekle~tirme firsatt buldum. Bu gelenek 
kapsammda gunfunuzde de eserler yapilmaktad1r. Ancak bu eserlerin say1s1 ve 9e~itliligi tarihi 
omekleriyle k1yasland1g1 zaman bariz bir azalmay1 tespit ettim. Aynca bu gelenegi surduren 
ta~ ustalannm say1smm da azalmakta oldugunu uzillerek gozlemledim. Bu tespitlerimi iki 
kitap, bir kitap bolilmu ve bir9ok bilimsel makaleler yazarak yay1mlad1m. Kitaplardan 1. 
Ahlat Tarihi, OSAV yay, 2000. 2. Turk Tarihinde Ahlat, Gece Yaymlan, 2018, 3. Ahlat 
Sel9uklu Meydan Mezarhg1 ve Mezar Ta~lar1, 2019, olmak uzere u9 adettir. On-on be~ 
civarmda da makale ve bildiri sunulmu~tur. Bu 9ah~malarla amac1m unsurun, Ahlat ~ehir 
kimligindeki yerini ve onemini tespit etmek, unsurun yok olmas1 tehlikesini ortaya koymak ve 
akademik camiada, miras ta~1y1cilarmda, yerel ve ulusal duzeyde farkmdal1k olu~turmakt1. 

<;ah~malar1mdan haberdar olan ve envanter 9ah~malanm ger9ekle~tiren Somut 
Olmayan Kiiltilrel Miras Bitlis il Tespit Komisyonu daveti ile Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~9iligi 
Dosya Haz1rhk 9ah~malarma kattld1m. Ozellikle 25 Subat 2021 tarihinde ger9ekle~tirilen 
toplanttda bir miras ta~1y1c1s1 akademisyen olarak 9ah~malarimla elde ettigim bilgiyi ve 
sahadaki gozlemlerimi payla~ma firsatt buldum. Kat1hmcilann da benimle benzer kayg1lar 
ta~1d1gm1 gormekten mutlu oldum. Bu nedenle, yapilan dosya ba~vuru 9ah~malarma aktif 
olarak kattlmaya toplant1 sonrasmda da devam ettim. Unsura yonelik tehditlerin ve koruma 
eylem planlarmm belirlenmesinde tecrubelerimi payla~tlm ve tart1~malara katild1m. Aynca, 
Ahlat Ta~ i~9iligi gelenegiyle ilgili olu~turulacak izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunda aktif 
~ekilde yer almak istedigimi de toplant1 ve goril~melerde belirttim. Bu zanaatm UNESCO'ya 
kayd1 sonrasmda da eylem plan1 kapsammda yapilacak olan 9ah~malara gonullu olarak 
kat1lmaya devam edecegim. 

Bir Ahlath ve konuyla ilgili 9ah~an bir akademisyen olarak killtilrel kimligimin bir 
paryas1 olan unsurun UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Killtilrel Miras 
Listesine kaydedilmesine yonelik 9ah~malar1 90k yerinde bir giri~im olarak gorilyor ve 
destekliyorum. Komite'nin de katk1s1 ile bu unsurun insanhgm ortak miras1 olarak koruma 
altma almacagma ve ya~atilacagma inan1yorum. 

Sayg1lanmla, 

jmza 
Dor;. Dr. Rah i TEJaN 

Adres: D09 Dr. Rahmi Tekin 
Van Yuzuncu Y1l Un. Edebiyat Pak. 
Tarih B51. Tu~ba / VAN 



To The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of 

the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Since 1997, I have been working as an instructor at University of Van Yuzuncuy1I in Department of 
History. During this period, I have visited Ahlat a district of Bitlis province, very often for the purpose 

of academic researches. I examined historical tombstone, mosques, domes and other historical 
artifacts that are located in Ahlat. I investigate if there are still master keeping this artisanship alive 
nowadays. I have visited stone quarries, master of stonemason using Ahlat stones for building and 
master of stone carving who creates many artifacts especially tombstones by ornamenting Ahlat 

stones. I had opportunity to experience their traditional techniques transmitted in a master-apprentice 
relationship. I made interview with some of stonework masters and their apprentices. I am very 
pleased to say that today some artifacts are still created by stonework masters. However, the number 

and variety of those artifacts are very limited as compared with past. Unfortunately, I also observed 
that the numbers of stoneworkers decrease dramatically. I have published three books and fifteen 
scientific articles based on findings mentioned above. 1) History of Ahlat, OSAV Publishing, 2000. 2) 
Ahlat in the Turkish History, Gece Publishing, 2018. 3) Ahlat Seljuk Graveyards and Tombstones, 2019. 
In my books and articles, I aimed to understand the role and importance of Ahlat tombstones in city 
identity. I also aimed to underline the risk of disappearance and raise the awareness among 
academicians, bearers of the element at local and national levels. 

I actively participated in the "Traditional Ahlat Stonework" Nomination Preparation process with the 
invitation of Bitlis Local ICH Board. As an academician and bearers of the element, I had opportunity 
to share my knowledge and observations with other participants at the meeting organized in 25 

February 2021. I was very pleased to see that there are other people sharing same concerns related 
with the element. I actively take part in the discussions on determining threads and safeguarding 
measures for the element. I also declared my intention to take part in Monitoring and Evaluation Board 

which will be established. I also declared that I would like to voluntarily take part in the activities which 
will be held in the framework of safeguarding plan. 

As person born in Ahlat and an academician studying on Traditional Ahlat Stonework I strongly support 
the inscription of the element on the Urgent Safeguarding List of UNESCO. I strongly believe that with 
the contributions of the Committee the element will be safeguarded as a common heritage of 
humanity. 

Best regards 

Adress: Van Yuzi.incu Vil 0niversitesi 

Edebiyat Fakultesi Tarih Bolumi.i 

Tu~ba/VAN 

Signed 

Associated Prof. Rahmi TEKiN 



UNESCO SOMUT OLMA YAN KUL TUREL MiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI 
KOMiTESiNE 

Dort y1ldan beri Bitlis Eren Dniversitesi Fen- Edebiyat Faktiltesi Ttirk Dili ve Edebiyat1 
Bolilmtinde Dr. Ogr. Uyesi olarak 9ah~maktay1m. Bu donem i~erisinde Bitlis iline bagh Ahlat 
ilc;esine birc;ok kez akademik c;ah;;ma kapsammda ziyarette bulundum. ilc;ede bulunan tarihi 
mezar ta;;lanm, camileri, ktimbetleri ve diger eserleri inceledim. Gtintimtizde benzeri eserler 
veren ustalar olup olmad1gm1 ara;;tird1m. Bu baglamda Ahlat ta~mm 91kanld1g1 ta~ ocaklanm, 
Ahlat ta~1 ile bina in~a eden ta;; ustalanm ve Ahlat ta;;m1 stisleyerek ba~ta mezar ta~1 olmak 
lizere 9e~itli eserler meydana getiren ustalan ziyaret ettim. Geleneksel yontemlerle ve usta -
91rak ili~kisi ic;erisindeki c;ah~malanm yerinde gorme ~ans1 buldum. Baz1 ta~ ustalar1 ve 91raklar1 
ile mtilakatlar gerc;ekle;;tirme firsat1 buldum. Bu gelenek kapsammda gtinilmtizde de eserler 
yap1lmaktadir. Ancak bu eserlerin say1s1 ve c;e~itliligi tarihi omekleriyle k1yasland1g1 zaman 
bariz bir azalmay1 tespit ettim. Aynca bu gelenegi stirdtiren ta~ ustalarmm say1smm da 
azalmakta oldugunu Uztilerek gozlemledim. Bu tespitlerimi bilimsel makaleler yazarak 
yay1mlad1m. Bu c;ah~malarla amac1m unsurun, Ahlat ~ehir kimligindeki yerini ve onemini tespit 
etmek, unsurun yok olmas1 tehlikesini ortaya koymak ve akademik camiada, miras 
ta~1y1cilannda ve Ahlat'ta farkmdahk olu~turmakt1. 

<;ah~malanmdan haberdar olan Somut Olmayan Ktilttirel Miras Bitlis il Tespit 
Komisyonu daveti ile Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~c;iligi Dosya Hazirhk Toplant1sma kat1ld1m. 
Toplant1da bir miras ta;;1y1c1s1 akademisyen olarak c;ah;;malanmla elde ettigim bilgiyi ve 
sahadaki gozlemlerimi payla~ma firsat1 buldum. Kat1hmc1larm da benimle benzer kayg1lar 
ta~1d1g1m gormekten mutlu oldum. Bu nedenle, yapilan dosya ba~vuru c;ah~malarma aktif 
olarak katilmaya toplant1 sonrasmda da devam ettim. Unsura yonelik tehditlerin ve koruma 
eylem planlarmm belirlenmesinde tecrtibelerimi payla~tlm ve tart1~malara katild1m. Aynca, 
Ahlat Ta~ i~c;iligi gelenegiyle ilgili olu~turulacak izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunda aktif 
~ekilde yer almak istedigimi de toplant1 ve gorti~melerde belirttim. Bu zanaatm UNESCO' ya 
kayd1 sonrasmda da eylem plam kapsammda yapilacak olan c;ah;;malara gontillli olarak 
katilmaya devam edecegim. Aynca Bitlis Somut Olmayan Killttirel Miras Tespit Komisyonu 
Uyesiyim. il sm1rlan ic;erisinde yok olma tehlikesiyle kar~1 kar~1ya olan sozlti ktilttir Urtinlerinin 
kay1t altma almmas1 maksad1yla c;ah~malar yapmaktay1m. Bunlarm d1;;mda yorede bulunan 
somut olmayan ktilttirel miras alanlannm korunmas1 amac1yla c;e;;itli faaliyetler 
y-Urtitmekteyim. 

Bu zanaatm UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Ktilttirel Miras 
Listesine kaydedilmesine yonelik 9ah~malan c;ok yerinde bir giri~im olarak gortiyor ve bir 
miras ta~1y1c1s1 ve akademisyen olarak destekliyorum. Komite'nin de katk1s1 ile bu unsurun 
insanhgm ortak miras1 olarak koruma altma almacagma ve ya~at1lacagma inamyorum. 

Sayg1lanmla, 

Adres: Bitlis Eren Dniversitesi, Fen- Edebiyat FakUltesi, 
Ttirk Dili ve Edebiyati Bolilmti, Ttirk Halk Edebiyati ABD 



To The Intergovernmental Committee for 

The Safeguarding of The Intangible Cultural Heritage 

I have been working as an assistant professor at the Department of Turkish Language and 
Literature in the Faculty of Science and Literature in Bitlis Eren University for four years. During this 
period, I paid visits to the Ahlat district of Bitlis province, in the scope of academic research. I searched 
on historical tombstones, mosques, tombs and other historical artefacts and structures in Ahlat. I 

checked if there were still masters who create artefacts and structures by using traditional Ahlat 
stonework at that time. In this manner, I visited stone quarries and interviewed the masters of 

stonemasonry constructing with Ahlat stone and the master of stone carving who creates many 
artefacts, especially tombstones, by carving Ahlat stones. I had an opportunity to observe their work 
which in which traditional techniques are used and transmitted in a master-apprentice relationship. I 
also had an opportunity to interview some masters of traditional Ahlat stonework and their 

apprentices. Some artefacts are still created by traditional Ahlat stonework at present time. However, 
unfortunately, I also observed that the number and variety of those artefacts and structures are very 

limited today than in the past. I have published my findings on the element as scientific articles. In the 
articles, I aimed to determine the role and importance of the element in the urban identity, to 

underline the risk of disappearance of the element and raise the awareness among academicians, 
bearers of the element at local and national levels. 

I actively participated in the "Traditional Ahlat Stonework Nomination Preparation Meeting" 

which took place at the national level with the invitation of Bitlis Local ICH Board who got aware of my 
scientific study on the element. As an academician and bearer of the element, I had an opportunity to 
share my studies and observations on the element, with the other participants at the meeting. I 

pleasured that the participants also share my concerns about the element. So, I went on active 
participation to efforts about the nomination file after the meeting. I shared my experience and 
actively took part in the discussions on determining threats and safeguarding measures on the 
element. Moreover, I declared my intention to take part in the Monitoring and Evaluation Board for 

traditional Ahlat stonework which is planned to be established. I would like to take part voluntarily in 

the activities which will be held in the framework of safeguarding plans related to the possible 
inscription of the element to the UNESCO list. On the other hand, I am a member of the Bitlis Local ICH 

Board. I have efforts to register the oral cultural heritage which are under the threat of disappearing 
in Bitlis province. Besides these, I perform several studies in the field of safeguarding the intangible 
cultural heritage in the local. 

I accept the efforts very necessary about the inscription of the element on the Urgent 
Safeguarding List of UNESCO and support them as a bearer and an academician. I strongly believe that 
with the support of the Committee, the element will be safeguarded as a common heritage of 
humanity. 

Best Regards, 

Signed 

Dr. Oguz DOGAN 

Adress: Bitlis Eren University, Faculty of Science and Literature, 

Department of Turkish Language and Literature, Turkish Folk Literature Division 



UNESCO SOMUT OLMA YAN KUL TUREL MiRAS HUKUMETLERARASI 
KOMiTESiNE 

Yedi y1ldan beri Bitlis Eren Dniversitesi Fen Edebiyat Fakilltesi TUrk Dili ve Edebiyatl 
Bolilmlinde ogretim elemam olarak 9ah~maktay1m. Bu sUre zarfmda Bitlis iline bagh Ahlat 
il9esine akademik 9ah~malar yapmak i9in gittim. il9ede bulunan tarihi mezar ta~lanm, camileri, 
klimbetleri ve diger eserleri inceledim ve kay1t altma ald1m. Giinilmiizde benzeri eserler veren 
ustalar olup olmad1gm1 ara~tird1m. Bu baglamda Ahlat t~mm 91kanld1g1 ta~ ocaklanm, Ahlat 
ta~1 ile bina in~a eden ta~ ustalanm ve Ahlat ta~m1 siisleyerek ba~ta mezar ta~1 olmak ilzere 
9e~itli eserler meydana getiren ustalarla gorii~tilm. Gelerteksel yontemlerle ve usta - 9uak 
ili~kisi i9erisindeki 9ah~malarm1 yerinde gorme ~ans1 buldum. Bu gelenek kapsammda 
giiniimlizde de eserler yap1lmaktadu. Ancak bu eserlerin say1s1 ve 9e~itliligi tarihi omekleriyle 
k1yasland1g1 zaman dikkat 9ekici bir ~ekilde azalmaya ba~lad1gm1 tespit ettim. Aynca bu 
gelenegi silrdilren ta~ ustalanmn say1smm da azalmakta oldugunu ilziilerek gozlemledim. Bu 
tespitlerimi bilimsel makaleler yazarak yay1mlad1m. Bu 9ah~malarla amac1m unsurun, Ahlat 
~ehir kimligindeki yerini ve onemini tespit etmek, unsurun yok olmas1 tehlikesini ortaya 
koymak ve akademik camiada, miras ta~1y1cilarmda ve Ahlat'ta farkmdahk olu~turmakt1. 

<;ah~malanmdan haberdar olan Somut Olmayan Killtiirel Miras Bitlis il Tespit 
Komisyonu daveti ile Geleneksel Ahlat Ta~ i~9iligi Dosya Hazirhk Toplant1sma katild1m. 
Aynca Bitlis Valiligi Somut Olmayan Kiilturel Miras il Tespit Komisyonu iiyesiyim. 
Toplant1da bir miras ta~1y1c1s1 akademisyen olarak 9ah~malanmla elde ettigim bilgiyi ve 
sahadaki gozlemlerimi payla~t1m. Yap1lan dosya ba~vuru 9ah~malanna aktif olarak katilmaya 
toplant1 sonrasmda da devam ettim. Unsura yonelik tehditlerin ve koruma eylem planlannm 
belirlenmesinde tecriibelerimi payla~tlm ve aktif olarak tart1~malara kat1ld1m. Aynca, Ahlat T~ 
i~9iligi gelenegiyle ilgili olu~turulacak izleme ve Degerlendirme Kurulunda aktif ~ekilde yer 
almak istedigimi de toplant1 ve gorii~melerde belirttim. Bu zanaatm UNESCO'ya kayd1 
sonrasmda da eylem plam kapsammda yap1lacak olan 9ah~malara goniillil olarak katilmaya 
devam edecegim. 

Bu zanaatm UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Killti.irel Miras 
Listesine kaydedilmesine yonelik 9ah~malan 90k yerinde bir giri~im olarak gorilyor ve bir 
miras ta~1y1c1s1 ve akademisyen olarak destekliyorum. Komite'nin de katk1s1 ile bu unsurun 
insanhgm ortak miras1 olarak koruma altma almacagma ve ya~atilacagma inamyorum. 

Saygilanmla, 

Adres: Bitlis Eren Universitesi Fen Edebiyat 
Fakilltesi Tilrk Dili ve Edebiyatl Bolilmil 
Rahva BiTLiS 



To The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of 

The Intangible Cultural Heritage 

I have been working as an instructor at the Department of Turkish Language and Literature in 
the Faculty of Science and Literature at Bitlis Eren University for seven years. During this period, I paid 
visits to the Ahlat district of Bitlis province, for academic researches. I examined and took notes on 
historical tombstones, mosques, tombs and other historical artefacts and structures in Ahlat. I 
searched if there were still masters who create artefacts and structures by using traditional Ahlat 
stonework then. In this regard, I visited stone quarries, master of stonemasons constructing by using 

Ahlat stones and master of stone carvers who creates many artefacts, especially tombstones by 
ornamenting Ahlat stones; and also interviewed with some masters of Ahlat stonework. I had an 
opportunity to observe the masters' practice in traditional techniques and a master-apprentice 

relationship. I am very pleased to say that today some artefacts are still created by the element. 
However, I determined that the number and variety of the artefacts and the structures created by 
using Ahlat stonework are very limited as compared to the past. Unfortunately, I also observed that 
the number of masters of Ahlat stonework has been decreasing significantly. I published my findings 
as scientific articles. In the studies, I aimed to determine the role and importance of the element in the 

urban identity of Ahlat, to underline the risk of disappearance of the element, and to raise the 
awareness of the element among academicians, bearers and locals. 

I actively participated in the "Traditional Ahlat Stonework Nomination File Preparation 

Meeting" with the invitation of the Bitlis Local ICH Board. Besides, I am a member of the Bitlis Local 
ICH Board. As an academician and bearers of the element, I had an opportunity to share my studies 
and observations about the element with other participants at the meeting. I also went on joining the 

activities about the element after the meeting. I shared my experience and actively take part in the 
discussions on determining threats and safeguarding measures for the element. Moreover, I declared 

my intention to take part in the Monitoring and Evaluation Board which is planned to be established. 
I will take part voluntarily in the activities which will be held in the framework of the safeguarding plan 

after the possible inscription of the element to the UNESCO list. 

I believe the efforts about the inscription of the element on the Urgent Safeguarding List of 
UNESCO is very necessary and I support the inscription of the element on the List of UNESCO as a 
bearer and academician. I strongly believe that with the contribution of the Committee, the element 

will be safeguarded and sustained as a common heritage of humanity. 

Best Regards, 

Address: Van Bitlis Eren University, 

Faculty of Science and Literature, 

Department of Turkish Language and Literature Rahva BiTLiS 

Signed 

Dr Ramazan ERGOZ 


