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UPDATED LC-01

Translation of letter of consent

In the Name of God

The genuine Iranian culture has always paid attention to establishing balance and/or equality in manner
and method. This is probably one reason why olden Iranian festive arrangements were organised mainly
at the beginning of Autumn, i.e. when day and night reach an equal point (in time). For the Iranian
Zoroastrians, the time of the Ceremony of Mehregan is from the 10 of Mehr (the first month of Autumn
in the Iranian calendar) to a date that was referred to as “Mehr rooz”.
Translation of poetry:
Mehr day, Mehr month and the joyous Ceremony of Mehregan

Increase your Mehr (Persian for love), oh my kind beauty!!

God, the Almighty, the greatest lover of humankind, shows abundant mercy on humans during these
Autumn days. The Ceremony of Mehregan is thus a festive event to show gratitude to God for the
abundant blessings bestowed on humankind. In this trend, the Gilani farmers, celebrate their harvest
similar to other Iranians (who observe the same tradition); they celebrate, dance and make merry.
Geographical borders are no limit to this celebration and this Iranian culture has surpassed the borders to
Tajikistan, where it is similarly valued and celebrated in full fervor. It is therefore, the two nations’
request placed with UNESCO to consider the joint Iran-Tajikistan inscription of the Ceremony of
Mehregan on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, as a common

heritage for all.

Soroush Akbarzadeh
Chairperson, first round of the Islamic Council of the City of Rasht
and

Chairperson of the 1% Cultural Commission of the Gilan Province City Council

! Translator: The Persian version of the poetry, so beautifully melts on the tongue like sugar that | could not resist
writing it here, and it reads as such:

Ol wzole S5 sl B o0 — o Boag b x5 e sle g e 33
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UPDATED LC-02

Translation of consent letter

In the Name of Ahura Mazda

To the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

Greetings!

A desire of the Zoroastrian community of Iran is the international inscription of the Ceremony of
Mehregan, which is deeply rooted in the olden culture and civilisation of Iran. On the other hand,
in view of the cultural commonalities held between Iran and Tajikistan, the Tajik nation can
(also) be considered the safeguards of this ancient tradition, which brings images of an ancient
and glorious civilisation to mind. As such, in my capacity as a member to the board of directors
of the Tehran-based Zoroastrian Society, and its former President, a member to the Farvahar
Organisation for Youth, former member of the board of directors of the Farvahar Organisation,
and member to the Taft-based Zoroastrian Society, residing in Tehran, I take this opportunity to
express my full consent and joy on behalf of both Iran and Tajikistan for the inscription of this

element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Desirous of UNESCO’s support of this inscription, further enabling the continuity and promotion

of cultural diversity and ancient cultures, I remain.

Respectfully yours,

Khodayar Moavenat
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UPDATED LC-03

Translation of letter of consent

25 November 2020
Ref.: 612

Letterhead: Guilan Women and Youths Environmentalist Society

In the name of the creator of nature!

To the kind attention of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO),

With Greetings and respect!

The Guilan Women and Youths Environmentalist Society is a non-profit environmental NGO
that strives for strengthening cultural capacities and reviving cultural traditions and ceremonies
for conservation purposes.

Given the nature of the Ceremony of Mehregan, which is held as a sign of gratitude to God for
the many blessings bestowed on humankind and embraces important environmental values, our
NGO has played an active role in the preservation of the Mehregan tradition and ceremony.
While wishing the very best for UNESCO in its activities, I wish to hereby announce the consent
of our NGO regarding the joint nomination and inscription of the Ceremony of Mehregan on the

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Hopeful, I remain, that in the light of safeguarding olden traditions, humanity would contribute

to environmental conservation, more than ever.

Zohreh Shemshadian
Managing Director,

Guilan Women and Youths Environmentalist Society
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UPDATED LC-04

Translation of consent letter

Within the past two decades the cultural and artistic non-governmental foundation of Parpirar
has strived for safeguarding and promoting national and ancient festivals in Mazandaran
Province. The tradition that is celebrated with the main purpose of thanking God for the many
blessings is one that is deeply intermingled with values held by the rural communities of
northern Iran, especially in the rural communities of Mazandaran. This tradition has been
pursued through generations and is closely linked with the harvest celebration in northern Iran.
Therefore, inscription of the element will help safeguard old values.

It is, therefore, with the utmost joy and out of pure personal will that I give my consent for and
approve of the international inscription of the Ceremony of Mehregan on the Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO. I hereby announce that this
element is jointly practiced by the two friend and brother nations of Iran and Tajikistan and for
this I agree to the joint inscription of the element by the two countries. This element conveys the
message of peace and friendship between nations of the region as well as respect for the

environment and peaceful coexistence between man and nature.
Respectfully yours,
Farhoud Jalali Kandlousi

Managing Director,

Parpirar NGO
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LC-05

Date: 17 March 2009
No: 97/401
Exh: No
In the Name of Knower of All and Life Creator

I, Dr. Esfandiar Ekhtiyari, express my support of and full consent with the joint
nomination of the element, “the ceremony of Mehrgan” by the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan on UNESCO’s Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Esfandiar Ekhtiyari
Representative of Zoroastrians (IMP), at the Islamic Parliament of Iran

(Signed)
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LC-06
Dear Mr Tim Curtis,

I, Dr. Mohammad Ali Faegh, Director in charge of Gilan-e Ma Quarterly,
express my full consent with the joint nomination of the element, “ceremony of
Mehrgan” by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan on
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

Best regards,

Mohammad Ali Faegh,
Director in Charge of Gilan-e Ma Quarterly
(Signed & Stamped)
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UPDATED LC-07

Translation of letter of consent

In the Name God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

(Subject): Announcing consent regarding the inscription of the Ceremony of Mehregan on the

Representative List of the Intangible Culture of Humanity jointly by Iran and Tajikistan

Ancient traditions are rooted in long-lasting beliefs and ways of thought of our ancestors. In the
Gilani? Calendar the Ceremony of Mehregan is held in the Iranian month of Mehr, on an annual
basis. This festivity coincides with the rice harvesting ceremony as well as the harvesting of
other agricultural products, especially pomegranates. Merrymaking and visiting friends are part
of the Ceremony of Mehregan. Not very long-ago men from Gilan celebrated this event, among
other activities, by organising special, traditional games as well as wrestling. Lately, though, the
Ceremony comprises mainly a big exhibition of agricultural products and music performances

with the musical instruments: Sorna, Diyareh and Naqareh.

Rahavard-e Gil research monthly together with the Gil-lovers Society have long promoted this

ancient tradition and have played an influential role in its safeguarding and national inscription.

I, Houshang Abbassi, Editor-in-Chief of the Rahavard-e Gil research monthly and Manager of
the Gil-lovers Society, considering the cultural commonalities between the Iranian and Tajik
nations, hereby approve of the joint nomination of the Ceremony of Mehregan for inscription on

the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, by UNESCO.

Houshang Abbassi
Editor-in-Chief of the Rahavard-e Gil research monthly
and

Manager of the Gil-lovers Society

2 Gilan or Guilan is a northern city in Iran.
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UPDATED LC-08

Translation of consent letter

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

The Ceremony of Mehregan is one of the most important modern-day festivities of the
Zoroastrians. Nowruz at the beginning of the first half of each year and Mehregan at the
beginning of the second half of the year are two most important festivities celebrated by Iranian
Zoroastrians. Nowruz, is an ancient festivity that is currently celebrated by all Iranians.
However, Mehregan is a festivity that is celebrated solely by Iranian Zoroastrians, certain Iranian

ethnic groups and the Tajik nation.

Mehregan is celebrated in tribute of the God of Mehr, a most important and highly venerated
deity in the Indo-Iranian culture. As such, Mehregan was an ancient festivity celebrated by the
Indo-Iranians. In addition to the Vedai and Avestan texts, the Boghazkoi inscription that is as old
as 1380 BC is one of the oldest recorded texts that has brought mention of the “God of Mehr”
along with the three other Aryan deities: Varona, Indra and the Nasatyas. The said text is
evidence of peace between the ethnic groups of Hittite and Mitanni. Moreover, a tablet
remaining from the 1* century BC from the Iranian inhabitants of Anatolia, in a village close to
the historical Amorian in Firigiya, clearly mentions the ancient ceremony by the name of
Mehregan. Strabou, 1% century BC historian also mentions the Iranians’ celebration of
Mehregan. This mention is yet another evidence of the ages-old precedence of the element in

ancient Iran.

Today, Zoroastrians respect the God of Mehr, the judge of the world and the protector of
covenants and a manifestation of the Great Ahura Mazda. The sixteenth day of each month is,
thus, named after the “Deity of Mehr”. On this day, Zoroastrians go to “Darb Mehr” or the fire
temples to worship Ahura Mazda. The status of the “Deity of Mehr” on the 16 of each month
and the mid of each year signifies the place of this god as a mediator. The mediating role of the
“Deity of Mehr” is mentioned in both the Vedai texts and the Avesta. The “Ceremony of
Mehregan”, held on the 16" day of the Iranian month “Mehr”, is a means of celebrating the
“Deity of Mehr” and her activities in the world.

11



1, Farzaneh Goshtasb, Associate Professor, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies
and Head of the Farvahar Organisation’s Publication Sector, hereby announce my full
consent of the nomination of the “Ceremony of Mehregan” jointly by the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan for inscription on the Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. I see this timely activity as a step
forward toward promoting the grand culture of Iran. As in the case of Nowruz, Mehregan
can be considered a grand ceremony that contributes to the promotion of peace, love and

friendship among nations and in the world.

Respectfully yours,
Farzaneh Goshtasb

12
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UPDATED LC-09

Translation of letter of consent

With aid from Ahura Mazda
27 November 2020

To the United Nations Educational, Scientific-and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

The Ceremony of Mehregan is marked on the 10® day of the month of Mehr in the official
calendar of our dear country, Iran. The Ceremony of Mehregan is one of the oldest cultural
traditions based on respect for promises and faithfulness to covenants. This ceremony is
considered an important bases for friendship and promoting “Mehr”/love in the world. It is
observed in Iran and other countries, holding cultural commonalities with the Iranian nation, for
thousands of years.

As the highest clerical entity of the Zoroastrians in Iran, the Council of Iranian Mobeds, is very
glad for any action taken to the have the Ceremony of Mehregan jointly nominated by the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan for inscription on the Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

I, hereby, announce my heartfelt desire of this nomination for inscription and am of the belief
that as much as love, friendship and faithfulness to covenants are treasures of humanity, the
Ceremony of Mehregan is also a shared heritage of the human race.

The cooperation between the Iranian and the Tajik nations, in view of their many cultural
commonalities, on this matter is an auspicious occasion.

Desirous of the day that the Ceremony of Mehregan is inscribed on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

With gratitude,

President,

The Council of Iranian Mobeds
Mobed Dr Ardeshir Khorshidian

14
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NEW LC: LC-10
Translation of letter of consent
In the Name of God
Emblem of the Zoroastrian Society of Taft and Affiliated Neighbourhoods
Ref. No.: 99/138
Date: 13 March 2021

Mr Tim Curtis

Honourable Secretary of the 2003 Convention,
Greetings!

Please be informed that Mehregan celebration is a historical tradition observed in this region on an annual
basis. The inhabitants of Taft and its affiliated neighbourhoods celebrate Mehregan every year on the 2™
of October.

The Zoroastrian Society of Taft and Affiliated Neighbourhoods, hereby, takes this opportunity to
announce, on behalf of both the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan, its full consent
and agreement to the inscription of “Ceremony of Mehregan” on the Representative List of the Intangible

Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

With gratitude,
Head,
Zoroastrian Society of Taft and Affiliated Neighbourhoods

Address of the Society

16
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NEW LC: LC-11

Translation of consent letter

Dear Mr Tim Curtis,

Honourable Secretary of the 2003 Convention

Each year, the inhabitants of this village, young and old, man and woman, organise special events to
celebrate Mehregan on 2™ October. The inhabitants of “Mobarakeh” fully agree to the inscription of
Mehregan on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, proposed by Iran
and Tajikistan,

We hope that the inscription of Mehregan by UNESCO will motivate younger generations to continue

this tradition.

19 signatures by 19 supporting NGOs

18
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NEW LC: LC-12

Translation of letter of consent

Dr Curtis
Honourable Secretary of the 2003 Convention

Greetings!
Every year on 2™ October, the inhabitants of the cities of Taft and Yazd as well as the residents of the
villages Cham, Mobarakeh and Farashah, get together and celebrate the Ceremony of Mehregan. The

celebrations are open to all from male and female, to young and old and child.

In our capacity as foundations supporters of cultural heritage, we hereby convey our consent to the joint
inscription by Iran and Tajikistan of the “Ceremony of Mehregan” on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We are hopeful that this inscription would lead to growing
motivation on the part of the younger generations to safeguard and keep the element alive.

With Thanks,

Signatures of:

Homazoor Iran-e Honar Miras-e Paydar Blue Sun of the

Association Institute NGO Desert Institution

20
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NEW LC: LC-13

Translation of letter of consent
Dear Mr Curtis

Honourable Secretary of the 2003 Convention

Greetings!

This is to inform you about an ancient tradition of the inhabitants of the city of Taft, in Yazd, Iran. Each
year, at a certain time, the people celebrate the ancient event of Mehregan. This celebration is a
thanksgiving ritual.

Concerning the olden heritage that is transmitted through this celebration, the following groups of NGOs
hereby express their will and ask UNESCO to kindly take action to inscribe the Ceremony of Mehregan
on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, within the framework of the

joint nomination made by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistan.

Signed by 11 NGOs
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NEW LC: LC-14
Translation of letter of consent

Supporters Foundation of Dehkhoda Lexicon Institute

In the Name of God

Mr Tim Curtis
Honourable Secretary of the UNESCO Convention on Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage

As a long held and invaluable tradition of the Iranian nation, the Ceremony of Mehregan has been a rare

manifestation of big gatherings between people regardless of ethnicity, religion and race.

In this spirit, the Supporters Foundation of Dekkhoda Lexicon Institute, takes this opportunity to
announce its consent of the joint inscription by Iran ad Tajikistan of the Ceremony of Mehregan on the
Representative List for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Additionally,
the Institute hereby announces its readiness to do all in its power for the promotion of this valuable

heritage upon its inscription.

With the assurances of my highest consideration,

Dr Mahmoud Bi Jan Khan
Head of the Board of Directors,

Supporters Foundation of Dehkhoda Lexicon Institute
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NEW LC: LC-15

Translation of letter of consent

16 March 2021

Honourable UNESCO Director General,

In my capacity as the President of the Iranian Zoroastrian Association, it is my pleasure to be
given the opportunity to inform you of my views on the Ceremony of Mehregan and to convey

the common request of other people of my faith on this matter.

For every Iranian the Ceremony of Mehregan has two different aspects, an intertwined one and
an independent one. The Ceremony of Mehregan as mentioned in (Ferdowsi’s) Shahnameh is a
symbol of the Iranians independence from foreign occupation. Additionally, according to the
Shahnameh, it is the day of victory of new ways of thought over the enemy of olden thinking. In
other words, the Ceremony of Mehregan signifies enslaving of old thoughts and celebrating the
shows the smart way of thought of the Iranians, who have for centuries chosen to celebrate
Mehregan from among tens of mythical celebrations. They have chosen Mehregan, a ceremony

that conveys an important message that does not fade with time but gains more significance.

Secondly, Mehregan is the celebration of friendship and love. It is for centuries now that the
Zoroastrians of Iran follow the 365-day solar calendar. Six months from Nowruz, the second
important ceremony of the year, the Ceremony of Mehregan, is celebrated, on October 2",
following somewhat similar traditions: prayers, thanksgiving to God for plentifulness of
agricultural products, setting a table of goods, visiting friends and family, singing and reciting
poetry, story-telling by the elderly with youngsters sitting and listening to them throughout the
night and etc. One other tradition mostly common in Mehregan than in Nowruz is the tradition of
taking presents to the family home of a newly-wed bride by the groom and his relatives.

Mehregan is thus celebrated in the Persian month of Mehr, which means love and friendship.
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Now the reason why these two independent aspects of the Ceremony are thought to be
intertwined in fact is in the one common element they both convey: respecting humanity in a

manner that is required by the human community.

Mehregan signifies peaceful co-existence. It calls for people to be tolerant of differences , respect

cultural diversity and move towards development.

Having written this long introduction, I would like to conclude by expressing my heartfelt desire
to see this invaluable heritage of humanity inscribed by UNESCO on the Representative list, to

be safeguarded and kept alive for the future generations.

I hereby take this opportunity to express my consent for the inscription of the Ceremony of
Mehregan on the Representative List for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity in response to the joint nomination submitted by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the

Republic of Tajikistan.

Please rest assured that the Iranian Zoroastrian Association stands ready to offer any assistance

required in respect to this nomination, hence inscription.
With the assurances of my highest consideration,
Yours faithfully

Afshin Namiraniyan (PhD)

President, Iranian Zoroastrian Association
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