








































Vltavan Cechy 
Ing. Jaroslav Camplik 
Rasinovo nabrezi 412/30 
12000 PRAHA2 
 

 
 
 
 

LETTER OF RECOMENDATION 
 

With regards to the inscription of timber-rafting on the UNESCO Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
 
I, as Honorary President 0f International Timber Raftsmen Association, welcome the 
preparation of the nomination of timber-rafting on the UNESCO Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by rafting associations from Poland, Latvia, Germany, 
Austria, Spain and Czech Republic. 
 
I was for seventeen years President of the IATR and I support the nomination because it will 
help to raise awareness of this cultural heritage and safeguard the tradition and skills for 
future generations. 
 
I wish to you and to all other associations every success. 
 

 
Àngel Portet Boixareu 
Honorary President of IATR 
Rambla Ribera de Segur, 1 
25500 La Pobla de Segur (Catalunya – Spain) 
 
 
La Pobla de Segur, 14 February 2021 
 
 
 



Praha dne 28. dubna 2020 
.j.:S/2020/140

Vážený pane prezidente Vltavana echy,

s pot šením jsem p ijal Vaši informaci, že Vltavan echy, svaz vltavanských 
spolk , usiluje spolu s vora skými asociacemi N mecka, Rakouska, Polska, 
Lotyšska a Špan lska o zapsání vora ství na Reprezentativní seznam 
nehmotného kulturního d dictví lidstva UNESCO.

Jako estný len spolku Vltavana Praha a Vltavana Davle již delší dobu sleduji 
Vaši innost a ú astním se Vašich akcí, které podporuji a p i kterých 
p íležitostn  celebruji mše sv.

Oce uji Vaše úsilí o zachování vora ských tradic a znalosti vora ského emesla, 
jakož i Vaši snahu získávat mladé lidi pro zachování znalostí a tradic tohoto 
krásného emesla.

Vaši nominaci na Reprezentativní list UNESCO podporuji, protože nominace 
by p isp la k ješt  v tší informovanosti ve ejnosti o tomto kulturním d dictví 
a k zachování t chto tradic a znalostí i pro další generace.

Vám i všem, kdo nesou tradici vora ství v naší vlasti, vyprošuji na p ímluvu 
sv. Jana Nepomuckého Boží požehnání

Dominik kardinál Duka OP 
arcibiskup pražský

UNESCO - VORA I
Vltavan echy - svaz vltavanských spolk , z. s. 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 
120 00 Praha 2

A rcibiskupství pražské  
H rad anské n ám stí 5 6 /1 6  
119 02 Praha 1 

eská republika

t e l . : +420 220 392 201 , 220 392 111 
fax : +420 220 515 396  

e-m a il: sekretar.d u ka@ ap h a.cz  
w eb : h t tp : / /w w w .a p h a .c z



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prague, 28 Apr. 2020 
Ref No.:S/2020/140 

 
Dear President of Vltavan echy, 
 
I was pleased to hear Vltavan echy – svaz vltavanských spolk  prepares the nomination 
of timber-rafting for the inscription on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity together with Germany, Austria, Poland, Latvia and Spain. 
 
As a honorary member of Vltavan Praha and Vltavan Davle, I have followed your activities 
and regularly participate in your events; occasionally I also celebrate masses during these 
occasions. 
 
I appreciate your effort to safeguard rafting traditions and skills as well as your effort to 
attract young people to the craft to keep these traditions and this beautiful craft for future 
generations. 
 
I support the nomination for the inscription of timber-rafting on the UNESCO 
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, because it would help to 
raise awareness of this cultural heritage and safeguard the tradition and skills for future 
generations.  
 
Saint John of Nepomuk bless you and all the timber-rafting tradition bearers. 
 
 
 
 
 Dominik Duka, Cardinal, 
 Prague Archbishop 
 
 
UNESCO - TIMBER-RAFTSMEN 
Vltavan echy - svaz vltavanských spolk , z. s. 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 
120 00 Praha 2 
 
Arcibiskupství pražské tel.: +420 220 392 201, 220 392 111 
Hrad anské nám stí 56/16 fax: +420 220 515 396 
119 02  Praha 1 e-mail: sekretar.duka@apha.cz 

eská republika web: http://www.apha.cz 
 







  
 
 

Prague, 10 June 2020 
Ref. No. 
079644/2020/KUSK 

 
Dear Mr. Camplík, 

 
 

In accordance with the resolution of the Council of the Central Bohemian Region 034-

34/2020/RK of 8 June 2020, the Central Bohemian Region supports the nomination of 

timber-rafting for the inscription on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Vltavan echy— svaz vltavanských spolk , z.s. is a legal 

entity with unlimited legal personality exercising community activities mainly in the 

Czech Republic.  The activities of the association focus mainly on the development of the 

traditions of its individual member clubs, developing mutuality, social national and 

democratic awareness; cooperation with similar organisations on international level, 

mainly participation in the international events organised by timber-raftsmen clubs 

associated in the International Timber-Raftsmen Association and the cooperation with 

other legal entities on regional and national level. 

 
The Central Bohemian Region supports the activities of Vltavan echy to safeguard 

timber-rafting traditions. The clubs Vltavan Davle and Vltavan Št chovice are inscribed 

on the Regional List of Immaterial Heritage of Traditional Folk Culture of the Central 

Bohemian Region and Vltavan Praha on the Regional List of Immaterial Heritage of 

Traditional Folk Culture of Prague. The inscription of timber-rafting on the UNESCO 

Representative List would raise the awareness of the public of timber-rafting and attract 

young people to this craft and thus preserve this cultural heritage for future generations. 

 
 
 
 
 

Vltavan echy — svaz vltavanských spolk , z. s. 
Mr. 
Jaroslav Camplík — President 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 
120 00 Prague 2 

 
Annex: 
resolution of the Council of the Central Bohemian Region 034-34/2020/RK 

 
 

Zborovská 11 150 21 Praha 5 phone.: 257280483 horcicka@kr—s.cz www.kr-stredocesky.cz 
 



Resolution 034-34/2020/RK of 8 June 2020 

Application for the recommendation for the nomination of “timber-rafting” for the inscription on 
the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
 

 
After the discussion of the issue, the Regional Council 
I. agrees 
With the provision of a letter of recommendation in response to the application of Vltavan 

echy - svaz vltavanských spolk , z.s. for the recommendation for the nomination of “timber-
rafting” for the inscription on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity 
II. charges 
Karel Hor i ka, MPA, Council member in charge of culture and cultural heritage to sign the 
letter of recommendation for the nomination of “timber-rafting” for the inscription on the 
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity on behalf of the 
Central Bohemian Region 

 





 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Davle, 16 Apr. 
2020 

Fire-fighter Association of Bohemia, 
Moravia and Silesia Volunteer Fire-
fighters Davle 

 
DAVLE, Školní 189, Post code: 25206; ID No.: 65990439; e-mail: nemec@afrikaonline.cx; phone: 
73258270ß 

 
 
 

Vltavan echy — svaz vltavskych spolkû, 
z.s. ID No. 70106495 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/ 
30,120 00 Praha 2 

 

Nomination for the Inscription of timber-rafting on the UNESCO Representative List of 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by Vltavan echy 

 
Volunteer Fire-fighters in Davle fully support the nomination of timber-rafting for the 
inscription on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
From our experience, VLTAVAN Davle has together with other Vltavan echy member clubs 
helped to safeguard timber-rafting not only in our town but also in the surrounding areas. 
During the celebrations of the 115th and 120th anniversaries of Vltavan Davle, they built timber-
rafts together with the students of the first year of the High School for Building Industry and 
Horticulture under the supervision of Petr Vorá . 
 
We also support Vltavan because its members have taken care of the sights commemorating the 
floating times on the confluence of the Vltava and Sázava Rivers, such as memorials, 
riverbanks, berths and the local Vltavan museum in Davle; they have helped to safeguard the 
craft of timber-rafting and its traditions, e.g. by building timber-rafts, wooden boats, organising 
balls and other social events and parades.  We regularly participate in and support the events 
they organise; we also enjoy their invitations to float the Vltava River together with our 
families in the replica of a traditional wooden boat built to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of Czechoslovakia. 
Even though the Volunteer Fire-fighters are the oldest club in Davle, Vltavan is the best-
known. It participates in the cultural life in the town, which is manifested annually e.g. in the 
“Village of the Year” competition. Many Vltavan members also participate in the international 
meetings of timber-raftsmen. Davle became the third “Timber-Raftsmen Village” in the Czech 
Republic thanks to their efforts. 
We fully support Vltavan in its efforts in relation to the inscription of timber-rafting on the 
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, because timber-
rafting has been associated with the life here on the Vltava River and the inscription would help 
to safeguard the traditions and skills for future generations. 

Mgr. Jaromír N mec, head of Volunteer Fire-fighters Davle 
 
 
 

252 06 Davle 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vltavan echy – svaz vltavských spolk , z. s. 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 
120 00  Praha 2 

Ve Št chovicích 31. 8. 2020 

Nominace vora ství na Reprezentativní seznam nehmotného kulturního d dictví lidstva 

UNESCO 

Sbor dobrovolných hasi  Št chovice pln  podporuje zápis vora ství na Reprezentativní seznam 
nehmotného kulturního d dictví lidstva UNESCO. 
Na základ  naší zkušenosti z m styse víme, že spolek Vltavan Št chovice ve spolupráci s ostatními 
vltavanskými spolky se dlouhodob  stará o zachování tohoto emesla u nás i širokém okolí. 
Vltavané se starají o památky na dobu, kdy vory pluly po ece Vltav  – pomníky, náb eží, úvazišt ... 
Uchovávají nejen znalosti a dovednosti vora ského emesla, ale též tradice s vora ským životem 
spjaté: po ádání ples , zábav a slavnostních pr vod . Na t chto akcích jsme tradi ními hosty. Rádi 
p ijmeme také pozvání s rodinnými p íslušníky a p áteli na projíž ky po ece Vltav  v jejich replice 
šífu, která byla postavena u p íležitosti 100. výro í republiky. 
P estože se stále hrd  hlásíme k tomu, že my dobrovolní hasi i jsme nejstarším spolkem ve 
Št chovicích, Vltavan Št chovice pat í rozhodn  k nejznám jším. Významn  se podílí na kulturním 
život  obce. Mnozí lenové se zú ast ují i mezinárodních setkání vora ských spolk . A díky jejich 
úsilí Mezinárodní vora ská asociace ud lila Št chovicím titul Mezinárodní vora ská obec. 
Držíme jim palce v jejich snaze zapsat vora ství na Reprezentativní seznam nehmotného kulturního 
d dictví lidstva UNESCO, jelikož k životu zde na ece vora ství neodmysliteln  pat í; zápis by 
pomohl p edat zkušenosti, dovednosti a tradice s tímto emeslem spojené do dalších let. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vltavan echy - svaz vltavských spolk , z. s. 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 
120 00 Praha 2 

 
 
Št chovice 31 Aug. 2020 

 

Inscription of timber rafting on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity  
Volunteer Fire-fighters in Št chovice fully support the inscription of timber rafting on 
the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
From our experience, Vltavan Št chovice has together with other Vltavan echy member clubs 
helped to safeguard timber rafting not only in our town but also in the surrounding areas. 
Vltavan members take care of the sights commemorating the floating times on the Vltava River 
— memorials, riverbanks, berths... They safeguard not only the skills and knowledge related to 
this craft but also traditions related to the life of rafters, such as balls, parades and other social 
events. We regularly take part in these events. We also enjoyed their invitation to float 
the Vltava River together with our families in the replica of a traditional wooden boat built to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of Czechoslovakia. 
We, Volunteer Fire-fighters, are very proud of being the oldest club in Št chovice but Vltavan 
is definitely best-known. It actively participates in cultural life of the municipality. Many 
members also take part in international events organised by timber raftsmen associations. 
Thanks to their efforts, the town of Št chovice was awarded the “International Timber 
Raftsmen Village” title by the International Timber Raftsmen Association. 
We wish them every success in their effort to nominate timber rafting for the inscription on 
the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity because timber 
rafting is inseparable part of the life on the river; it would help to pass the experience, skills 
and traditions related to this craft on future generations. 
 







  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Spolek p átel historie jind ichohradeckých les  a rybník  

Velké Podolí .p. 135, 378 62 Kunžak 
I O: 03759920 
Mobil: 777 751 916 
E-mail: michalkotyza9@seznam.cz 

                                                                                                 K rukám Ing. Jaroslava Camplíka 

                                                                                                     prezidenta „Vltavanu echy“ 

 

 

 

         Vážený spolku „Vltavan echy“, 

 

rád bych Vám jménem našeho spolku cht l pod kovat za vzájemnou spolupráci p i zachování 
historického odkazu voroplavby na naší ece Nežárce. Jedná se p edevším o propojení 
s vltavanským spolkem v Purkarci. Spole n  jsme v roce 2017 zhotovili 30 m pramen, který 
se stal sou ástí naší expozice o voroplavb  v Zámeckém mlýnu v Jind ichov  Hradci. P i 
stavb  pramenu vznikl 15 minutový dokumentární film s názvem P íb h voru. Dále d kuji za 
propojení se spolkem v Davli. Díky iniciativ  zdejších len  se poda ilo zachránit n kolik tzv. 
úvaz , kdy jeden z nich jsme dopravili k nám na Jind ichohradecko a stane se sou ástí 
památníku plavc m na ece Nežárce. Náš spolek si velice cení Vaší podpory, která je d ležitá 
pro zachování kulturního d dictví voroplavby i mimo Vaše vltavanské spolky v Praze, Davli, 
Št chovicích a Purkarci. 

       

                                             S pozdravem „Petr v a Les  zdar“                                                                    

                                                                      

                                              

                                           

 

 

 

   
                                                                                                             ------------------------------ 
                                                                                                                   Kotyza Michal 
                                                                                                                  P edseda spolku              
 
 

----------------------------------------------



  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Spolek p átel historie jind ichohradeckých les  a rybník / 

Velké Podolí Nr. 135, 378 62 Kunžak 
ID No. 03759920 
Mobile: 777 751 916 
E-mail: michalkotyza9@seznam.cz 

 

 For the attention of Jaroslav Camplík, 
 President of Vltavan echy 
 

 

 

         Dear members of Vltavan echy, 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your cooperation in safeguarding the 
heritage of timber rafting on the Nežárka River. I mainly appreciate the cooperation with the 
club in Purkarec. In  2017, we modelled a 30-meter-long spring together which has become a 
part of our exhibition on timber rafting in the Castle Mill in Jind ich v Hradec, During the 
modelling, a 15-minute documentary film was shot, the Story of a Raft. I also appreciate you 
introduced us to the club in Davle. Thanks to the initiative of its members we saved several 
artefacts; they will be a part of the exhibition in the memorial to the timber-raftsmen on the 
Nežárka River. We highly appreciate your support which is important to safeguard the 
cultural heritage of timber rafting not only in the clubs in Prague, Davle, Št chovice and 
Purkarec. 

 

                                             Kind regards,                                                                    

                                              

                                           

 

 

 

   
 
 Kotyza Michal 
 Club Chairman  
 
 



Tomas o ek 
Deputy Minister 

Prague 6 May 2020 Ref: 2/2020-500-ORG2/36 

Dear Members of the Selection Board, 

In my capacity of the Deputy Minister of Transport of the Czech Republic, I am referring to you with 

my firm support towards the application of Vltavan Guild in Prague to list the traditional ship making 

as UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

On behalf of the Ministry of Transport, I can confirm strong support of the Vltavan Guild in Prague in 

the manufacture of wooden ships and rafts while using traditional technologies to safeguard the 

artisanal tradition. 

In the past, the Ministry of Transport has demonstrated a sound endorsement of the exhibition “100 

years of water borne transport on the Vltava River” organised by the guild. It aimed at 

commemorating the 100th anniversary of the independence of the Czech Republic (then 

Czechoslovakia). Ever since then, the Ministry remains the supporter of the activities till present. 

Since it is of a deepest interest of the guild to keep the traditional arts and crafts in the ship and raft 

making alive, I give my full support towards the application to register the traditional shipmaking and 

raftmaking as an Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

With my respect, 
Members of the Selection Board 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

Living Heritage Entity 

Ministry of Transport 





 

M STYS DAVLE/ THE 
TOWN OF DAVLE 
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Davle, 22 Apr. 2020 

Vltavan echy — svaz vltavanskych spolké,z.s. 

ID No. 70106495 
Rašínovo náb eží 41/30 120 00 Praha 2 

 

Nomination for the inscription of timber-rafting on the UNESCO Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by Vltavan echy 

 
The town of Davle fullfy supports the efforts of Vltavan Davle together with the timber-raftsmen 
from Germany, Austria, Latvia, Poland and Spain  related to the nomination of timber-rating on 
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
From our experience, VLTAVAN Davle has together with other Vltavan echy member clubs helped to 
safeguard timber-rafting not only in our town but also in the surrounding areas. 
 During the celebrations of the 115th and 120th anniversaries of Vltavan Davle, they built 
timber-rafts together with the students of the first year of the High School for Building Industry 
and Horticulture under the supervision of Petr Vorá . 
We also support Vltavan because its members have taken care of the sights commemorating 
the floating times on the confluence of the Vltava and Sázava Rivers, such as memorials, 
riverbanks, berths and the local Vltavan museum in Davle; they have helped to safeguard the 
craft of timber-rafting and its traditions, e.g. by building timber-rafts, wooden boats, 
organising balls and other social events and parades. We regularly participate in and support 
the events they organise; we also enjoy their invitations to float the Vltava River together 
with our families in the replica of a traditional wooden boat built to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of Czechoslovakia. Vltavan participates in the cultural life of the town, e.i. in the 
“Village of the Year” competition. 
Many members annually participate in the meetings of timber-rafting associations. Thanks 
to the efforts of Vltavan, Davle became the third “Timber-Raftsmen Village” in the Czech 
Republic. 

 
We fully support Vltavan in its efforts in relation to the inscription of timber-rafting on the 
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, because timber-
rafting has been associated with the life here on the Vltava River and the inscription would 
help to safeguard the traditions and skills for future generations. 

 
 
 

Mgr. Ji í Prok pek 
Mayor of Davle 

 
 
 
 
 
 





MUNICIPALITY OF PRAGUE 2 
 
ING. JAROSLAV ŠOLC 
DEPUTY MAYOR, IN CHARGE OF CULTURE AND SPORTS 
 
 Vltavan Prague 
 Václav Hodr, Chairman 
 Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 
 120 00 Prague 2 
 
 
 
 Prague, 18 Aug. 2020 
 
Your letter, Ref. No. Our Ref. No. / Dept. / Phone 
 

Cooperation with Vltavan 
 
Dear Mr. Camplik, 
 
The municipality of Prague 2 fully supports the efforts of Vltavan related to the nomination 
of timber-rafting for the inscription on UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity. I believe that the respective bodies who will evaluate your 
application will take this into consideration. 
The municipality of Prague 2 and Vltavan have cooperated for a long time already. The 
municipality appreciates the activities of Vltavan which was founded and is active in the 
area of Podskalí. We appreciate that Vltavan has safeguarded the cultural heritage, 
promoted it and raised awareness of it. The municipality of Prague 2 has supported and 
taken part in the events organised by Vltavan. This long-term cooperation has led to an 
application of Prague 2 for the title “Timber-Raftsmen Village of the Year” and the 
celebration of the 150th anniversary of the association. 
We do not only support Vltavan in Prague but also other clubs in other parts of the Czech 
Republic. We highly appreciate the effort to safeguard the traditions related to 
timber-rafting and other crafts connected to the economic and social life along rivers. 
These traditions belong to the history of villages and towns along the Vltava River, 
including Prague 2. We are glad an exhibition on timber-rafting is located in a former 
customs house in Podskalí; the exhibition was prepared by Vltavan in cooperation with 
the City of Prague Museum. We also appreciate the building of a replica of a historic 
wooden boat which is very popular with the public. We are glad Vltavan is already 
inscribed on the Regional List of Traditional Folk Culture of the City of Prague. 

The inscription of timber-rafting on UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity will definitely be of great importance for the tradition safeguard. 
I believe it will help to raise awareness of timber-rafting and attract young people to 
timber-raftsmen clubs. This will help to safeguard this cultural heritage for future 
generations. We wish Vltavan every success. 

Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
 Ing. Jaroslav Šolc 
 deputy mayor of Prague 2 
 
 
 
Municipality of Prague 2 - winner of the “Town for Business” title of 2012, 2013, 2014 a 2017 - awarded by the Ekonom 
monthly 
Municipality of Prague 2, nám stí Míru 20, 120 39 Prague 2 Central line: 236 044 111, councillor: 236,044,337 
e-mail: jaroslav.solc@praha2.cz, www.praha2.cz, Tax ID: 00063461, Databox ID: y7yb44i 



M S T Y S  Š T C H O V IC E  Z A S T O U P E N Ý  Ú A D E M  M S T Y S E

tel: 257740403 email: info@ou-stechovice.cz
Hlavní 3, 252 07 Št chovice

I O:00241725 
.Ú.: 388034329/0800

V ltavan echy -  svaz vltavanských spolk , z. s. 
Rašínovo náb . 30 
120 00 Praha 2

P o d p o ra  n o m in a c e  na záp is  v o ra s tv í

na R e p re z e n ta t iv n í s ezn am  n e h m o tn é h o  k u ltu rn íh o  d d ic tv í lid s tva  UN ESCO

M stys Št chovice p ln  pod po ru je  snahu spolku V ltavan echy spolu se vora ským i spolky 
z N mecka, Rakouska, Lotyšska, Polska a Špan lska o zápis vo ra s tv í na R eprezenta tivn í 
seznam nehm o tnéh o  ku ltu rn íh o  d d ic tv í lidstva UNESCO.

Rádi po tv rzu jem e, že V ltavan echy pom áhá zachovat tra d ic i vo ra s tv í nejen v našem 
m stysi, ale i v je ho  okolí.

V ltavan p i r zných vhodných p ílež itostech staví vo ry  p i použ ití p vodních techno log ií.
Jeho lenové se s tara jí ve svých dom ácích loka litách o pam átky p ipom ína jíc í plavecké 

asy, jako  jsou pom níky, b ehy ek, ko tv iš t ; p rovozu jí vora ská muzea; udržu jí spolkové 
trad ice  jako  po ádání ples  a jiných  spole enských akcí a p ehlídek.

Díky úsilí V ltavana M ez iná rodn í vora ská asociace ud lila  Š t chovicím  t itu l M ez iná rodn í 
vora ská obec.

Pln  podpo ru jem e  úsilí V ltavana o zápis vo ra s tv í na R eprezenta tivn í seznam 
n eh m o tnéh o  ku ltu rn íh o  d d ic tv í lidstva UNESCO. V o ra stv í je  spo jeno s ž ivo tem  na ece 
V ltav  a zápis by pom oh l zachovat trad ice  a dovednosti s vo ra stv ím  spojené pro budoucí 
generace.



TOWN OF ŠT CHOVICE 
Hlavní 3, 252 07 Št chovice 

Phone: 257740403, e-mail: ondrouskovar@ou-stechovice.cz 
ID No. 00241725 

Bank account No.: 388034329/0800 

Vltavan echy - svaz vltavanských spolk , z. s. 
Rašínovo náb . 30 120 00 Prague 2 

Support of the inscription of timber rafting on the UNESCO Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

The town of Št chovice fully supports the effort of Vltavan echy and timber-rafting associations 
from Germany, Austria, Latvia, Poland and Spain in relation to the inscription of timber-rafting on the 
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

We confirm that Vltavan echy has helped to safeguard the timber-rafting tradition not 
only in our town but also in its surroundings. 

Vltavan builds rafts on many occasions and uses the traditional technologies. 
Its members take care of places related to the old floating times such as memorials, river 

banks and berths; they operate museums; organise balls and other social events. 
The town of Št chovice was the holder of the "International Timber-Raftsmen Village" 

title thanks to the effort of Vltavan. 

We fully support the effort of Vltavan to nominate timber rafting for the inscription on 
the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Timber-rafting is 
closely linked to the life on the Vltava River and the inscription would help to safeguard the 
traditions and skills for future generations. 

Miloš apek 
Mayor of the town of Št chovice 
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LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 

With regards to the inscription of timber-rafting on the UNESCO Representative 
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity  

 
 

The Vltavan Association was originally established as a professional association of 
rafters in Podskalí, a Prague quarter; now, it represents and presents timber-rafting 
traditions, mainly thanks to its educational activities. The City of Prague Museum has 
cooperated with Vltavan for a long time. 

The inhabitants of Podskalí formed a very specific environment in the past; the City of 
Prague Museum shows it in one of its permanent exhibitions called Vanished Podskalí and 
the Life on the Vltava River. The exhibition shows the life of the people connected to the 
river, the craft, floating, the history of Prague river transport; a part of the exhibition directly 
documents the activities of Vltavan. Timber-rafting is thus considered a part of the Prague 
cultural heritage and the Vltavan Association is inscribed on the Regional List of Immaterial 
Traditional Folk Culture in Prague, the Capital. The City of Prague Museum supported the 
inscription of timber-rafting on the Vltava River on the Regional List of Immaterial Traditional 
Folk Culture in the Czech Republic and supports the nomination for the inscription on the 
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We hope the 
inscription will raise awareness of the timber-rafting tradition and help to safeguard it for 
future generations. 

 
 
 
 

”— 
$\ HO 

On behalf of the City of Prague Museum ”  

PhDr. Zuzana Strnadová 
Director 
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The Regional Museum in Jílové u Prahy specialises in the history of gold-
mining as well as tramping and the nature in the region along the Sázava River. 
 
In the region, there are the Sázava and Vltava Rivers, therefore the museum also focuses on 
timber-rafting. Timber-rafting is closely connected to the lives of people living along the 
Sázava River. Jan Morávek, a writer who was born in Kamenný P ívoz, described the lives of 
raftsmen in several novels. Mr. Morávek claimed it was a pity timber-rafting already 
experienced a decline at that time; timber-rafting played an important role in the region 
before. We think it is important not to forget this tough craft now. 
 
Our museum focuses on the collection of data and information, pictures and artefacts 
connected to timber-rafting. At present, the Museum shows the “Raftsmen´s Mariage” 
exhibition; there will also be a “Day with Raftsmen” during summer holidays.  We cooperate 
with Vltavan echy,; together, we organise cultural events for the public and present the craft 
and traditions of timber-rafting. These activities are highly popular with the public.   
 
Timber-rafting belongs to cultural traditions that shall be safeguarded for future 
generations. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jílové u Prahy, 20 Apr. 2020      PhDr. Šárka Ju inová 

Museum Director 
 
 

 

 





National Museum of Agriculture 
     

Mr. Jaroslav Camplík 
 
Vltavan echy - svaz vltavanských spolk , z.s. 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 
Prague 2 
120 00 

 

Ref. No. NZM/2020/946 
 
 

Dear Mr. Camplík, 

Contact person: 
Jitka Sobotková/322 

Prague, 5 June 2020 

 

We are pleased to hear about your efforts to nominate timber-rafting for the inscription on 
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
As a national institution safeguarding agricultural heritage, we believe timber-rafting shall be 
reserved. Rafting and boating inseparably belonged to the trade with wood, salt and other 
agricultural products. 
The National Museum of Agriculture fully supports the safeguarding of the craft and traditions of 
timber-rafting. The Museum actively supports the Vltavan echy Association and regularly 
participates in the events organised by Vltavan because they lead to the raising of awareness 
about the timber-rafting history and above all attracts enthusiastic young people to timber-
rafting clubs, which will help to safeguard this cultural heritage for future generations. We 
cooperate with the Vltavan echy Association as the bearers of the timber-rafting tradition not 
only by raising awareness by organising exhibitions, events, lectures and presentations in our 
branch museums but also in the expert field, i.e. by collecting artefacts, publications and 
educational activities. A successful nomination would be a great acknowledgement of this craft. 

 
I wish you every success in your efforts related to the nomination. 

 
 
 

Kind regards, 
 
 

Ing. Ji í Houdek 
 

Deputy of the Director General, 
National Museum of Agriculture 

 



STÁTNÍ PLA VEB NÍ SPRÁVA - EDITELSTVÍ
PO BOX 28, Jankovcova 4, 170 04 Praha 7 - Holešovice

Vltavan echy
Svaz vltavanských spolk , z. s. 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 
120 00 Praha 2 -  Nové M sto

n

j

Váš dopis zna ky/ze dne Naše zna ka Vy izuje/linka List  V Praze dne
468/ /20 Mgr. N mcová/100 1 12.5.2020

V c:

Doporu ení k žádosti o nominaci „vora ství" na Reprezentativní seznam 
nehmotného kulturního d dictví lidstva UNESCO

Vážení,

Vltavan echy - Svaz vltavanských spolk  je jedním ze zájmových spolk , sdružujícím 
ást plavecké ve ejnosti v eské republice.

Jako p edstavitelka státního ú adu - Státní plavební správy, která je institucí zajiš ující 
výkon státní správy a dozoru nad vnitrozemskou plavbou v eské republice si velice 
vážím možnosti spolupráce práv  se zájmovými spolky ob an , které se zabývají 
uchováním tradi ních dovedností na našem území. Vltavan je spolkem, který dlouhodob  
pe uje o udržení tradic t ch nejstarších plaveckých dovedností u nás.

Po átky rozvoje vnitrozemské plavby na území eské republiky hluboce souvisí 
s vora stvím jako jedine ným zp sobem p epravy náklad . Práv  spolek Vltavan je 
organizací, která se významným zp sobem zasloužila o zachování tohoto jedine ného 
dopravního odv tví i v moderní dob . Nejedná se o pouhé statické uchování této tradice, 
ale jde o zásluhu o zachování vora ského emesla jako živé plavecké a stavební 
dovednosti. K vora ství se váží i další kulturní tradice jako jsou typické písn  spojené 
s touto lidskou inností, zárodky sociálního zabezpe ení osob, které se vora stvím 
zabývaly a další.

Vzájemná dlouholetá spolupráce mezi Státní plavební správou a spolkem Vltavan 
echy spo ívá zejména v odborných konzultacích, které vzájemn  pozitivn  obohacují 

ob  strany. Zástupci našeho ú adu se pravideln  zú ast ují akcí po ádaných spolkem 
Vltavan. Nelze zapomenout ani na spolupráci v oblasti tvorby právních p edpis , jelikož 
konzultace se zástupci spolku p ispívají ktomu, aby právní p edpisy nebránily zachování 
možnosti provozu historických plavidel.

Telefon: 234 637 111 S provolbou: 234 637 Fax: 283 871 514
Email: reditelstvi@plavebniurad.cz Web: http://plavebniurad.cz I : 00003352 IDS: pwzaih7



»

Je mou ctí a pot šením jednozna n  doporu it žádost spolku Vltavan echy -  svaz 
vltavanských spolk , z.s., o nominaci „vora ství" na Reprezentativní seznam nehmotného 
kulturního d dictví lidstva UNESCO, nebo  toto tradi ní dopravní odv tví ovlivnilo vývoj 
nejen vnitrozemské plavby na našem území, ale oby ejný život celých generací obyvatel 
eských zemí, které v tomto oboru p sobily.

Mgr. Klára N mcová
vedoucí služebního ú adu -  editelka 

Státní plavební správy

2



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject: 
Recommendation application for the nomination of "rafting" at UNESCO 

 
Dear Sirs, 
Vltavan Bohemia - The Association of Vltava Associations is one of the interesting 

associations uniting open water activities in the Czech Republic. 
As a representative of the state office - the State Navigation Administration, which is an 

institution providing state administration and supervision of inland navigation in the Czech 
Republic, I very much appreciate the possibilities of cooperation with interest groups of citizens 
dealing with the safeguarding of traditional skills in our territory. Vltavan is an association that has 
long cared for maintaining the traditions of the oldest tradition of water rafting in our country. 

The beginnings of the development of inland navigation in the Czech Republic are deeply 
connected with rafting as a unique way of transporting cargo. It is the Vltavan association that has 
significantly contributed to the safeguard of this unique transport industry, even in modern times. 
It is not just a static safeguard of this tradition, but it is the merit of safeguarding the rowing craft 
as a living, swimming, and construction skill. Other cultural traditions are connected with rafting, 
such as cultural songs connected with this human activity, the germs of social security of people, 
who were engaged in rafting and others. 

The mutual long-term cooperation between the State Navigation Administration and the 
Vltavan echy Association consists mainly in professional consultations, which mutually 
positively enrich both parties. Representatives of our office regularly participate in events 
organized by the Vltavan Association. We must not forget the co-operation in the field of 
legislation, as consultations with the representatives of the association help to ensure that the 
legislation does not prevent the safeguard of the possibility of operating historic vessels. 

It is my honor and pleasure to unequivocally recommend the application of the Vltavan 
echy Association - the Association of Vltava Associations, for the nomination of "rafting" for the 

UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. This traditional 
transport sector affected the development of the inland navigation in our territory and generations 
of inhabitants of the Czech lands who worked in this field. 

 
 
 
 Klára N mcová M. L. 
 Director of the State Navigation Authority 
 
 
 

Telefon: 234 637 111 S provolbou: 234 637 Fax: 283 871 514 
Email: reditelstvi@plavebniurad.cz Web: http://plavebniurad.cz I : 00003352 IDS: pwzaih7. 

















 
PARLIAMENT OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

Chamber of Deputies 
V ra Ková ová 
Deputy 

 
 

Prague, 25 May 2020 
 
 
 

Dear Mr. Camplík, 
 
 

I was pleased to hear Vltavan echy — svaz vltavanských spolk  prepares the nomination of timber-

rafting for the inscription on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity together with Germany, Austria, Poland, Latvia and Spain. 

 
I have actively supported the activities of Vltavan and participated in your events. As a Czech MP, I 

appreciate the activities of your association focusing on the safeguarding of timer-rafting traditions 

and craft as a traditional heritage of the Czech folk culture. If it were not for such association like 

Vltavan, these traditions and crafts would long have been forgotten. 

 
I appreciate that the association has safeguarded the traditions and craft and passed them on young 

generations that guarantee the safeguard of these traditions and craft also for future generations.  

 
I fully support your efforts and the efforts of your foreign partners to nominate timber-rafting for the 

inscription on UNESCO Representative List and wish you every success. 

 
 
 

Kind regards, 
 
 

Ing. V ra Ková ová 
Member of the Czech Parliament 



Naše spole nost - Pražská paroplavební spole nost (dále jen PPS) - byla 
založena roku 1865 a již od prvních dn  své existence spolupracovala s vora i, 
plavícími se po ekách Vltav  a Labi. Ob  uskupení od po átku spojovala i 
osoba pozd jšího pražského purkmistra Františka Dittricha který byl nejen 
jedním z hlavní iniciátor  založení PPS, ale jako obchodník s d ívím byl i 
významným zam stnavatelem vora  a plavc . Nepopiratelnou pravdou je i fakt, 
že nemálo zam stnanc  PPS rekrutovalo se z ad t chto plavc  a naopak, 
leckte í bývalí zam stnanci PPS po svém odchodu pokra ovali ješt  u vora  a 
plavc . Tato spolupráce od samých po átk  byla dána nutností nejen obchodní, 
ale p edevším technickou – PPS ve svých po átcích m la pouze dv  lod  a 
Splavnost obou ek nebyla taková, jako je tomu nyní. Proto bylo mnohdy zboží 
p epravováno nap ed na vorech a teprve na úsecích obou jmenovaných ek, 
splavných pro lod , p ekládáno a dopravováno dále, a  se již jednalo o d evo, 
stavební materiály, s l nebo dokonce i živá hospodá ská zví ata. 

Spolupráce PPS a vltavanských spolk  po ala již roku 1871, tedy 
relativn  krátce po založení spole nosti, když byl založen první spolek plavc  a 
vora , Vltavan Praha, a pokra uje úsp šn  až do dnešních dn . Namátkou 
uvádíme spolupráci p i stavbách repliky voru a jeho plavb  v roce 2000, 
kterážto akce byla sou ástí akce Praha – Evropské m sto kultury, následn  pak 
v roce 2017, stavb  replik voru a p epravního lunu – šífu v roce 2018, 
každoro ní ú ast len  spolku Vltavan p i zahajování plavební sezóny, dále 
ú ast p i tzv. Tryzn  – plavb  k p ipomenutí památky všech utonulých a další. 

Dovolujeme si zmínit, že samotné vora ství má na našem území velmi 
dlouho tradici – první zmínky o ,,splavování d eva“ jsou datována ku konci 
11tého století (panovník Vratislav II.) , r znými privilegii pak tato innost byla 
podporována i králem Janem Lucemburským a jeho nástupcem, císa em 
ímským, králem eským etc. Karlem IV. Tento evropsky významný panovník 

nap íklad svým na ízením ,,o clech a jezech na Vltav “ z roku 1366 stanovil 
povinnou ší i vorových propustí, kteréžto na ízení bylo platné po dobu delší než 

Pražská paroplavební spole nost a.s.. Blanická 1008/28, Vinohrady, 120 OO Praha 2
odd. B vl. 1380 Kr. obch. soud Praha, I O: 45316571, DI : CZ45316571
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400 let, by  samotné propusti byly samoz ejm  v pr b hu této doby upravovány 
a modernizovány dle pot eby a tehdejších možností a v domostí. Dalším 
významným prvkem byl tzv. Naviga ní patent císa ovny Marie Terezie z roku 
1777, který se stal základem pro moderní právní úpravu í ní plavby a který 
spolu s navazujícími dokumenty z následných let umožnily vora ství stát se 
svobodným povoláním na základ  plavební koncese. 
Rovn ž není nezajímavé, že z rozv tvené plavecké rodiny, patrn  p vodem 
z Bavorska, pocházel i pozd ji významný obchodník, pr kopník lodní dopravy a 
podporovatel vora ství Vojt ch (Adalbert) Lanna, který se krom uvedeného 
významn  zasloužil v pr b hu let 1850 až 1862 o provedení splav ovacích prací 
na ece Vltav . 

 Vzhledem k výše uvedenému máme za to, že zapsání vora ství do 
Reprezentativního seznamu UNESCO by významn  napomohlo nejen k udržení 
tradic a kulturního d dictví nejen eské voroplavby, ale i významn  podpo ilo 
seznamování ve ejnosti a zejména mladších generací s historií a nemalým 
významem voroplavby, vora ských a plaveckých spolk . 
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SINCE 1865 

Vltavan echy - svaz vltavanských spolk , z.s. 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 120 00 Praha 2 

Nomination of timber rafting for the inscription on the UNESCO Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

Our company - Pražská paroplavební spole nost (hereinafter referred to as 
PPS) - was established in 1865, since than it has cooperated with timber- raftsmen 
floating wood on the Vltava and Labe Rivers. We were also connected through the 
later Prague mayor, František Dittrich, who was one of the main supporters of the 
founding of PPS and traded in wood too, giving work to timber-raftsmen. It is also 
true that many PPS employees were former raftsmen and many raftsmen were 
former PPS employees. This cooperation was necessary not only from the business 
but mainly from the technical perspective - at the beginning, PPS only owned two 
ships and the navigability of both rivers was not as goods as now. For this reason, 
wood and other commodities such as building materials, salt or even livestock 
were often transported on rafts and than on ships on the navigable parts of the 
rivers. 

PPS and Vltavan echy started to cooperate in 1871 already, i.e. relatively 
soon after the company was established, when the first timber- raftsmen club, 
Vltavan Praha, was founded; our cooperation remains very successful. We for 
example cooperated on the replica of a raft and an associated rafting event related 
to “Prague - European Capital of Culture” in 2000; in 2017, we built replicas of 
rafts; in 2018 replicas of a traditional wooden boat; annually Vltavan participates 
in the opening of the rafting and boating season and in the rafting event to 
commemorate all drowned persons. 

Rafting has had a very long tradition in our country; first mentions of 
timber-rafting date back to the late 11th century (under the reign of Vratislav II); 
John of Bohemia and Charles IV also supported rafting and introdiced many 
privileges related to rafting. This sovereign of European importance e.g. provided 
for a minimum width of raft sluices by his decree on “customs and weirs on the 
Vltava River” in 1366; this decree was applicable for more than 400 years, even 
though sluices were naturally adjusted and modernised if necessary. 
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The so-called Navigation Patent by the Empress Maria Theresa of 1777 was 
another important milestone and a basis for modern legislation on inland 
navigation and helped rafting to become a liberal profession upon a rafting license. 
Another important person was Vojt ch (Aldalbert) Lanna, an important 
businessman and pioneer of shipping and supporter of rafting, from Bavaria, from 
a raftsmen family, who significantly contributed to the navigability of the Vltava 
River by construction works in 1850 and 1862. 

With regards to the above facts, we believe the inscription of timberrafting 
on UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
would help to safeguard the traditions and cultural heritage of Czech timber-rafting 
but also to promote timber-rafting and to promote timber-rafting, its history and 
importance and raftsmen associations and clubs in the the public and mainly the 
young generation. 

Pavel Mácha 
Director Bord of 
Directors Member 
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Mr. 
Jaroslav Camplik, President of 
Vltavan echy 
Praha – Davle – Št chovice – Purkarec 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 
120 00 Praha 2 
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YOUR LETTER, REF. NO / OF OUR REF. NO CONTACT PERSON/ PHONE
 PRAGUE ON 

28 April 2020 
 
 
 

Dear Mr. Camplík, 
 
 

I hope you are doing well and wish you every success in your efforts. I fully support the 
nomination of timber-rafting for the inscription on UNESCO Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

 
I highly appreciate the cooperation between the High School for Building Industry and 

Horticulture in Jarov and Vltavan echy. Our students benefit from this cooperation because 
they can learn the expertise and the skills of your members.  Our youngest generation of 
students learn the craft, which would otherwise be forgotten, directly from the oldest 
generation of timber-raftsmen. What I found highly interesting was to watch the students and 
your members to build several replicas of timber-rafts and traditional wooden boats.  

 
I appreciate that some of our teachers who teach subjects related to the work with wood 

became members of Vltavan echy. What I appreciate most is that some of our students 
became members of Vltavan echy too. This is a clear proof that timber-rafting attracts the 
young generation too. 

 
We are looking forward to our participation in your activities in the future too. We enjoyed 

the participation in your events in the past and we will be happy to participate in them in the 
future and support you. 

 
I am looking forward to our future cooperation. Kind regards, 

 
St ední odborná škola Jarov 

U ovská 100/1 

Mgr. Miloslav 
Jane ek 

Director 

190 00 Praha 9 
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VOŠ I 
SPŠ I 
VOLYN  

 
Your letter Ref. No,: 

 
of: 

 
Our Ref. No.: 

 
Contact person: 

 

Volyn , 17 Apr. 2020 

Subject: Opinion. 

Dear Mr. Camplík, 
 

Allow me to thank you, the President of Vltavan echy, for our great 
cooperation. We have in fact cooperated almost since the 1930s, starting with the 
school leaver Václav Šílený from Týn nad Vltavou (the son of Jan Šílený, ship 
builder) from our State Industrial Vocational School in Volyn  in 1934. 

The cooperation became more intense in 1999, when the association - Vltava 
echy - was founded. Then, we started to develop new study programmes, focusing 

on timber structures and timber constructions, with the first leavers in 1999. We highly 
appreciate every effort to maintain the craft and traditions of timber rafting; our 
school, established in 1864, has always been proud of our tradition and history 
connected to the timber rafting skills and highly respected the people who perceive 
this craft and these traditions like their personal callings. During our meetings and 
cooperation, we convinced ourselves that the members of Vltavan echy share the 
above values. 

We enhance our cooperation during the annual “Wooden Constructions” 
conference which has been organised by our school since 1996; lectures on non-
traditional wooden constructions. 

The participation of the association members has always been of benefit to us 
and inspiration for further cooperation; in August 2016, we signed an agreement with 
the association. Another milestone in our cooperation was the graduation thesis 
“Technical Documentation of Wooden Transport Boat” by Jakub Schuster, DiS., 
supervisor: Ing. Petr ervený, School Deputy Director.  The thesis was finished in 
2017 and it was used to build a wooden transport boat whose first navigation took 
place on 20 Sept. 2018 and I and the Deputy Director participated too. Moreover, our 
school leaver became a member of the association. 

The cooperation in maintaining traditions and the cultural heritage and raising 

Mr. Jaroslav Camplik, President of Vltavan echy 
Vltavan echy — svaz vltavských spolk , z. s. 
Rašínovo náb eží 412/30 
120 00 Praha 2 
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awareness of the young generation was supported by the exhibition organised by 
Vltavan echy to celebrate the 155th anniversary of the schools; over 2000 of our 
former students and their family members visited the exhibition on 8 and 9 Nov. 
2019; the association also regularly holds lectures at our school. 

I am convinced the inscription of timber rafting on the UNESCO 
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity will help to raise 
awareness of timber rafting and to attract new young members to timber rafting 
associations and keep this cultural tradition for future generations. 

 
Thank you for our fruitful cooperation. Yours sincerely, 

 





T lovýchovná jednota Slavoj Davle, z.s./ Sports Club Slavoj Davle, z.s. Školní 189, 252 06 Davle 
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TJ. Slavoj Davle fully supports the inscription of timber rafting on the UNESCO Representative 
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

From our experience in the municipality of Davle, where the Vltavan Davle club has its 
registered office, the club has together with other clubs and associations kept timber rafting 
alive not only in the municipality but also in its surroundings. 
 The club has promoted timber rafting, e.g. when celebrating the 115th and 120th anniversaries of 
the club, rafts were built and presented to the public; not only the club members but also the 
student of the High School for Building Industry and Horticulture in Jarov participated in this 
activity. Vltavan has, however, concentrated not only on the anniversary celebrations, it has also 
taken care of timber rafting memorials and timber-raftsmen memorials; it has operated a 
museum, organised trips to places connected with timber rafting and wooden boats (e.g. 
Purkarec, M lník, Vltava spring etc.). The club has also organised commemorations in the 
municipality for the public — parades, cultural and social events. 

Our sport club has closely cooperated with Vltavan for a long time. The sports club and its 
members have actively participated in most of the events organised by Vltavan, helping during 
many of them. Vltavan has also participated in many of our events, both sports and cultural. 
Together, we have helped to the local kindergarten in many ways. Both clubs, together with our 
two local fire brigades, have contributed to the quality of our social life in the municipality thus 
helping to the successful participation of the municipality in the “Village of the Year” contest. 
 

To conclude with: For the above reasons, we believe timber rafting, as promoted by Vltavan 
echy, fully deserves the support for the nomination for the inscription on the UNESCO 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
 
 

PhDr. Stracený Josef, CSc. Houdek Zden k 
 
 
 

TJ  Slavoj Davle 
Soccer club DAVLE, 

Region: 
 Praha-Západ 





Prague, 28 May 2020 

Strahov Library and Gallery of the 
Royal Canonry of Premonstratensians at 
Strahov 

Ing. Jaroslav Camplík, President of 
the Vltavan echy Association 
Rašínovo nábreží 412/30 
120 00 Prague 2 

The Royal Canonry of Premonstratensians at Strahov has a very close relationship to 
timber-rafting for many centuries. Constructional and fuel timber was from the canonry farm located 
close to Prague was floated in the form of rafts on the Vltava River to Prague; this was documented by 
numerous historic documents kept in the monastery archive and library. The best-know document 
illustrating this relationship is the life work of Kryšpín Fuka, the abbot of Strahov Monastery. He made 
construction adjustments of the upper part of the Vltava River from eské Bud jovice to Prague to 
enable water transport; he equipped weirs with sluices and personally cooperated on the creation of an 
almost three- meter-large plan of the Vltava River including details which have not been documented 
anywhere else. The Strahov Library has preserved a number of unique and precious illustrations and 
documents related to timber-rafting. 

Thanks to these historic connections, the Royal Canonry of Premonstratensians at Strahov 
supports the safeguarding of timber-rafting and its traditions. The Canonry is aware of the importance 
of the inscription of timber-rafting on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity, since this is the best way to raise awareness of timber-rafting and attract young 
people to timber-rafting associations. The Strahov Library has therefore cooperated with Vltavan 

echy for a long time; it participates in lectures and supports other activities of the association helping 
to safeguard this cultural heritage for future generations.

and Gallery 
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Nominace „vora ství“ na Reprezentativní seznam 
nehmotného kulturního d dictví lidstva UNESCO 
 
 
Plavení d eva, doprava soli, kamení, ryb i osob na vodních tocích byla jedním z nejd ležit jších 
emesel v našich zemích. „Vora ství“ má n kolika setletou tradici a ovliv ovala život 

v regionech a zemích, kde se toto emeslo provozovalo.  
 
Navazujeme na tuto tradici a erpáme ze zdroj , které vora ské spolky Vltavan uchovávají jako 
d dictví pro nastávající generace. Díky spolupráci se Spolky Vltavan p edáváme návšt vník m 
naší spole nosti VOROPLAVBA široké spektrum informací a zážitky spojených se splutím na 
voru, které jsou jedine né. Spolupráce p ináší vzájemnou podporu v zachování emesla, které 
bylo významné pro spole nost i utvá ení krajiny v našich zemích. 
 
 
Dlouholetá spolupráce má p ínos pro podporu „vora ství“ a popularizace emesla v ad  
naších aktivit. 

1) Formou medializace a tvorbou dokumentárních po ad  seznamujeme poslucha e o 
vora ství ve sd lovacích prost edcích. 

2) Podporujeme innost spolk  Vltavan na spole ných akcích.  
3) Každoro n  po ádáme poutní plavbu k poct  sv. Jana Nepomuckého, patrona našeho 

emesla, která p ipomíná významná výro í spojená s voroplavbou a událostmi okolo 
vody. Akté i t chto plaveb se prezentují nap íklad na vodních Svatojánských slavností. 

4) Spole n  prezentujeme emeslo vora ství jako kulturní d dictví mezi širokou 
ve ejností, zvlášt  pak u mladých lidí, jež mohou do budoucna zachovat tradice našeho 
emesla pro další generace. 

5) Snažíme se nalézat nové zdroje, které obohatí historii vora ského emesla. 
 



Zápisem „vora ství“ na Reprezentativní seznam nehmotného kulturního d dictví lidstva 
UNESCO budou mít vora i z ech, N mecka, Rakouska, Lotyšska, Polska a Špan lska p íležitost 
propagovat krásné emeslo a získat podporu pro jeho zachování. Je to možnost, jak nejen 
p iplížit samotné emeslo vora  ale i lidí okolo vody, kte í utvá eli podmínky pro plavení se 
na vorech a šífech. Je to možnost získání prestiže a dalšího nástroje o rozší ení bohatství a 
dovednosti našich p edk  mezi širokou ve ejnost. 
 
Podporujeme zápis „vora ství“ na Reprezentativní seznam nehmotného kulturního d dictví 
lidstva UNESCO. 
 
 
 
 
Mgr. Radek Š oví ek 
jednatel spole nosti VOROPLAVBA.CZ s.r.o. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
V eském Krumlov  17. 4. 2020 
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VOROPLAVBA.CZ s.r.o. je zapsána v obchodním rejst íku vedeném Krajským soudem v Hradci Králové, oddíl C, vložka 36445 
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Inscription of timber rafting on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity 
 
 
 
Timber rafting, the transport of salt, stones, fish and persons on the water courses have 
always belonged to the most important crafts in our country. The tradition of timber rafting 
is centuries-old and has influenced the life in the regions and countries where it was carried 
out.  
 
We have followed this tradition and taken advantage of the skills safeguarded by Vltavan as 
the heritage for future generations. Thanks to our cooperation with Vltavan, we can provide 
the visitors of our company, VOROPLAVBA with a broad range of information and 
experiences, namely timber rafting, which is unique.  We support each other in safeguarding 
the craft of timber rafting which was of particular importance to our society and shaped the 
Czech landscape. 
 
 
Our long-time cooperation is a benefit for timber rafting and has helped to raise awareness 
thereof. 

1) We inform the public about timber rafting in the media, e.g. by documentaries. 
2) We support the activities of Vltavan by cooperating in event organising.  
3) We annually organise a pilgrimage floating to celebrate Saint John of Nepomuk, the 

patron saint of our craft, to commemorate important anniversaries related to timber 
rafting and events related to the water. The participants of these floating events also 
take part in the so-called Saint John celebrations. 

4) We present timber rafting as cultural heritage in the public, promoting it above all 
among young people who can keep the tradition alive for future generations. 

5) We try to find new resources to contribute to timber rafting history. 



 
The inscription of timber rafting on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity can provide timber raftsmen from the Czech Republic, Germany, 
Austria, Latvia, Poland and Spain the opportunity to promote this craft and gain support to 
safeguard it. It is an opportunity to raise awareness not only of timber rafting alone but also 
of the people living and working close to the water courses who created conditions for 
timber rafting and floating. It is an opportunity to gain another tool to promote this cultural 
heritage and the skills of our ancestors in the public. 
 
We support the nomination of timber rafting for the inscription on the UNESCO 
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
 
 
 
 
Mgr. Radek Š oví ek 
Managing Director of VOROPLAVBA.CZ s.r.o. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

eský Krumlov, 17 Apr. 2020 
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