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Extract of the National Inventory of the  
Republic of Tajikistan for ICH 

 
 

1. Full name of the element:  Gulduzi (Embroidery). 
 
2. Inventory number and date of inclusion 
 

The element has been included in the "Tajik National List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage", Chapter 5, Folk Crafts, under No. E061 
The list was adopted in the framework of Annual Report Meeting of of 
the Ministry of  Culture of the Republic of Tajikistan in April 10, 2014. 

 
3. Category and sub-category of the element 
 

 Traditional craftsmanship. 
 Knowledge and practices concerning the nature and universe;  
 Social practices, rituals and festive events. 
 

4. Geographic range of the element  
 The element is distributed in the all over territory of the Republic of 

Tajikistan, but it is more poluplar in the Sughd and Khatlon provinces, 
Hisar, Rasht and Zarafshan valleys and Mountainous Badakhshan 
Autonomus Region. Embroidery is one of the beloved traditional art of the 
Tajiks that is popular vastly with its local and ethnic features among many 
nations of the world.  

Masters of different regions of Tajikistan create embroidered articles 
by various techniques – by basma, tambour-stitch, satin-stitch and cross-
stitch. The embroidery of each region of the country has its specific features 
of construction and composition beginning from fabrics and colored 
threads to ornament.  

   
5. Name of communities, groups and individuals concerned  
The conserned communities of the embroidery art in the cities of 

Tajikistan mainly are female groups, which are gathered in the special 
houses – "Markazi hunar" ("Craft centre") and their houses.  

There are some public organizations and NGO’s concerned to the 
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element such: “Hunarmand” (“Craftsman”) in Kulob city, heading by Mr.  
Z.Valiev, “Haft paikar” (Dushanbe) heading by Mukarrama Qayumova, 
“Ravshan” heading by Davlatbi Yodgorova, Association of craftsmen of 
Soghd province heading by Salima Karimova (Khujand) and also some 
individual masters such Khurshed Sattorov, Munira Akilova, Yusupov 
Jamshed are put their contribution to the viability of embroidery tradition 
in Tajikistan. 

 
6. Participation of communities, groups, practitioners and 

bearers of the element in the process of inventory-making and drafting 
ICH nomination file  

 
In 2013 in the Research of Institute of Culture and Information (RICI) 

was organized a group of experts for gathering fresh materials and 
updation of the national inventory list. The group was headed by Tajik 
folklorist from Academy of Sciences Dr. Rahimov D. In the group also were 
included researchers from RICI: Klicheva N., Zubaydov A., Muhammadiev 
H., Obidpur J, and Kholmurodov Z.; from other institutions – Aminov A., 
(Institute of Language and Literature); Murodov M., (Tajik National 
University) and Qodirov F. (Tajik Institute of Arts). The group conducted 
several fieldworks in Sughd, Kulab, Hisar valley, Rasht and Khatlon region 
and collected the necessary materials for completion of the inventory list. 
In these fieldworks experts collaborated with local NGO’s, folk artists, folk 
craftsmen, folk singers, musicians, performers, teachers, representatives of 
local governments, and other people. The updating activity carried out in 
frame of “State program on safeguarding ICH in the territory of the 
country for the period of 2013-2020”.  

The Gulduzi (Embroidery) as a particular ICH element was identified 
and recognized by experts of the Research Institute of Culture and 
Information. The element toghether with other new identified ICH 
elements in 2014 was included to the National Inventory List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Tajikistan. The updated materials for given List were 
prepared through several fieldworks and studies, following that the List 
was discussed in joint meetings with communities, groups and 
collaborations with local NGO's and public organizations.  

Following the invitation of Republic of Uzbekistan for jointly 
developing a nomination on embroidery art in the region, a working group 
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was established at the Research Institute of Culture and Information (RICI) 
consisting of scientists from the Academy of Sciences, heads of the cultural 
departments of cities and regions of the country, members of craftsmen 
groups, and representatives of NGO’s. The working group, consisting of 5 
members, first visited Uzbekistan, where had an orientation meeting with 
Uzbek colleagues and discussed the plan of collaboration on multinational 
nomination file on embroidery craft.  

In Tajikistan working group had several fieldworks and in the cities 
and provinces they met with the communities, groups and individuals 
related to the element and recorded their opinions, views and suggestions. 
Following the development of the documents, on March 12, 2020 at the 
Research Institute of Culture and Information a discussion meeting was 
held with wide participation of members of communities, groups, experts, 
journalists and chairs of some related NGO’s. During the meeting were 
discussed the safeguarding measures proposed by governmental and non-
governmental organizations, and some changes were put to the 
nomination file. 

 
7. Description of the element 
 
Embroidery is one of the beloved traditional art  of the Tajiks that is 

popular vastly with its local and ethnic features among many nations of the 
world. This fine art in the history of culture of the Tajik people has an 
ancient roots that reflect the inner world of artists in general, traditional 
knowledge, hope, beliefs and dreams of ordinary people. In the North of 
Tajikistan embroidery is called gulduzi, but in the South of country in 
Khatlon region – chakan, which express the meaning of the same art. 
Masters of different regions of Tajikistan create embroidered articles by 
various techniques – by basma, tambour-stitch, satin-stitch and cross-stitch.  

jik embroidery with vegetal and geometric ornaments deco rate 
bride’s veil, cover, pillowcases, blankets, drapes, towels, prayer rags and 
many other of everyday life items and costume. In the embroidery people 
express their dreams in symbolic forms, patterns and mythological features 
on the surrounding nature and cosmos. Every pattern has its own name, 
for example sun, rose, palm, pomegranate flower, arrowhead, almond 
shape, tulip, basil, celosia, nightingale, peacocks tail, moon and stars, ajdari 
flower and so on. Compared to other forms of art, embroidery has more 
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possibilities of expression in the field of theme and content options. The 
embroidery of each region of the country has its specific features of 
construction and composition beginning from fabrics and colored threads 
to ornament. This diversity was influenced by socio-economic, cultural, 
ideological, geographic and natural factors. Embroidery is truly a female 
craft, only small group of men are involved in this art.  

 
 
8. Bearers and modes of transmission 
  
The knowledge and skills related to the embroidery are transferred in 

two traditional ways. The first informally in a family where the young 
generation learn the art of embroidery from mothers, grandmothers, and 
older sisters.  

The second way is teaching embroydery skills in the Art schools, 
colleges and certain higher institutions, according to teaching programs. 

In art schools and colleges will be teach special course on chakan 
design and sewing skills. For teaching in given schools practiced and 
skilled masters will be invited. 

 
 
9. Responsible entity, state agency, institution  
 
Office responsible for updation the national inventory is Research 

Institute of Culture and Information of Tajikistan. The inventory will be 
updated every two years. 

 
10.  Access to the inventory 
 

The English version of the inventory together with Tajik version is 
available at:  http://pitfi.tj/node/96/  
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