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1. Background

SDG target 4.4 calls for a substantial increase in the number of youth and adults who have relevant
skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship.
Three indicators’ are currently proposed to monitor the target but additional measures are still
needed, especially on skills.

The proportion of youth (aged 15-24 years) not in employment, education or training (NEET rate) is an
indicator for SDG 8, “promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and
productive employment and decent work for all”.? As such, this indicator provides insights about the
proportion of youth who lack skills needed for a first job and could be considered as a valuable
measure for target 4.4. In general, the risk for youth of being NEET is likely to be associated with low
educational attainment and weak information-processing skills, such as poor literacy and numeracy.
Hence, the highest level of education completed by youth should be very informative. Moreover,
educational attainment is considered as the main determinant of wage levels - especially for youth -
given that people with tertiary education, for example, usually earn higher wages than those with
secondary or lower education.

2. Youth NEET and educational attainment

This document briefly summarizes options for examination of NEET data in relation to target 4.4,
based on a preliminary analysis by the UIS. Two types of analysis are proposed:

o Disaggregation of youth NEET by level of educational attainment
e (Calculation of NEET rates by level of educational attainment

Opportunities and challenges
Opportunities include:

e Relevance and quality
o Educational attainment is considered as a proxy for literacy and numeracy skills.
o NEET is a well-established and well-known indicator given that it is SDG indicator 8.6.1.
e Coverage
o NEET is regularly produced by ILO and data are currently available for nearly 100
countries.

Challenges that require further investigation include:

" Indicator 4.4.1: proportion of youth and adults with information and communications technology (ICT) skills, by type of skill.
Indicator 4.4.2: percentage of youth/adults who have achieved at least a minimum level of proficiency in digital literacy skills.
Indicator 4.4.3: youth/adult educational attainment rates by age group, economic activity status, levels of education and
programme orientation.

2 Annex 1 presents the technical guidelines on NEET by ILO.
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e Standard setting for definition and method of calculation: what mechanisms are used by ILO
for agreeing on standards? Could there be a possibility of partnership with the UIS in this
regard?

e Expanding data coverage, especially to low- and middle-income countries.?

e Refining NEET data to capture specific skills of interest for monitoring of SDG target 4.4.

Data preparation for analysis

The analytical part of this document is based on NEET data obtained from ILO in October 2017. The
data were originally collected by countries through different surveys between 2000 and 2016.% The
data cover 75 countries and are disaggregated by sex, age group, level of education completed,
urban/rural location, and employment status.

ILO produces aggregate NEET counts and NEET rates by sex for the population aged 15-24 years.
Based on available raw data, these two indicators (NEET counts and NEET rates) can be disaggregated
by educational attainment (no schooling or ISCED 0; completed ISCED 1 or 2; completed ISCED 3 or 4;
completed ISCED 5, 6, 7, or 8; completed any level of ISCED from 0 to 8), by age-group (15-24 years,
15-19 years, 20-24 years), by location (urban, rural, total), by employment status (unemployed,
inactive, total), and by sex (female, male, both sexes).

This brief presents the two indicators disaggregated by sex and educational attainment level for youth
15-24 years.

3. Summary of results

e It is possible to calculate over 40 indicators on NEET counts and rates by educational
attainment and sex, and over 180 indicators if the dimensions of age-group, location and
employment status are taken into account (see Annex 2 for examples).

e In addition, parity indices could also be produced.

Table 1 presents the results of the calculation for countries with data, for the latest year available.
Figure 1 shows the distribution of youth NEET by level of educational attainment. From that figure:

e The highest proportions (over 50%) of NEETs with educational attainment less than ISCED 1 or
no schooling are found in low-income countries. Also in these countries, the proportion of
NEETs with educational attainment of ISCED 1 or 2 is higher than the proportion of NEETS with
educational attainment higher than ISCED 2.

3 In general, the calculation of NEETs requires the availability of household surveys collecting regularly data on employment,
education and training (e.g. labor force survey), as well as access to micro datasets on the education status of youth (in
school/out of school), the labour force status (employed/unemployed or inactive). A lack of data hinders the calculation of NEET
in many countries, especially where statistical capacities are not advanced. Currently, the ILO database on NEET includes mostly
OECD countries.

4 Labour force survey, household income/expenditure survey, population census, other household surveys, including core
welfare indicators (poverty) surveys, monitoring survey of the modular and integrated survey of household living conditions,
integrated household survey, living standards survey, and continuous multi-purpose household survey. ILO data sources on
NEET include YouthSTATs (ILOSTAT), School-to-Work Transition Survey (ILO SWTS), and Child Labour Survey (ILO CLS).
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e Two thirds of all countries have a proportion of NEETs who completed ISCED 1, 2, 3 or 4 greater
than 75%, and these countries include middle- to high-income countries.
e One fifth of all countries have a proportion of NEETs who completed tertiary education.

While it is intuitive that high proportions of NEETs are associated with low levels of education
completed, itis not possible from the data available to explain why in nearly 20% of the countries over
10% of NEETs have a tertiary education degree.

Figure 2 presents NEET rates by educational attainment and sex. From that figure:

e NEET rates by educational attainment are smaller in middle- to high-income countries than in
low-income countries (except Madagascar). The range of NEET rates over the levels of
education completed also shows the same pattern across income levels.

e Females tend to have higher NEET rates, especially in low-income countries.

4. Next steps

Analysis of the links between educational attainment level and NEET rates offers insights into the
distribution of skills for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship and on the benefits of
attaining higher levels of education. This document presents some options for analysis based on a
limited number of indicators. Further study is needed to make full use of the data and to explain
certain findings, for example with regard to the prevalence of NEET among youth with tertiary
education.
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Figure 1: Distribution of NEETs 15-24 years by educational attainment, both sexes (latest year available)
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Note: Countries are sorted by the proportion of NEETs who completed less than ISCED 1 or who have no schooling.



COOPERATION

coR GROUP

Insights from NEET indicators STATISTICS

TCG4/21 Measuring progress on SDG target 4.4 - INSTITUTE @ TECHNICAL

Figure 2: NEET rates by educational attainment and sex, population 15-24 years, latest year available
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Note: Countries are sorted by the NEET rate among 15- to 24-year-olds who completed less than ISCED 1 or who have no schooling (left half of graph). Countries without data for “Less
than ISCED 1 or no schooling” are sorted by the NEET rate among 15- to 24-year-olds who completed ISCED 5, 6, 7 or 8.
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Table 1: NEET rates and proportion of NEETs by educational attainment and sex, 15-24 years (latest year available)

NEET rates for youth (15-24 years) by educational attainment and by sex Proportion of youth (15-24 years) NEET by educationnal attainment and by sex
No schooling or Early Completed ISCED 1 or 2 Completed ISCED 3 or 4 |Completed ISCED S, 6,7 or 8 Level unknown Total NEET No schooling or Early | o\ oeq1SCED 102 | Completed ISCED 3 or 4 | Completed ISCED 5, 6, 7 or 8 Level unknown Total (NEET count)
childhood education (all levels together + unknown) childhood education
Country Year Both Both Both Both Both Both || Year Both Both Both Both Both Both
Female | Male Female | Male Female | Male Female | Male Female [ Male Female | Male Female |Male Female |Male Female |Male Female [Male Female |Male Female |Male
sexes sexes sexes sexes sexes sexes sexes sexes sexes sexes sexes
[Angola 2011|111 56 87 108 7.7 91 369 223 298 122 76 10| [Angola 2011 | 465 308 406 376 531 429 155 154 154 04 15 08 226 130 357
Argentina 2014| 586 441 489 252 13 185 220 159 191 309 179 265 500 380 245 151 19.7 [Argentina 2014 31 72 48 522 501 514 399 384 392 31 14 24 21 546 359 905
Armenia 2015 70 125 101 386 441 414 428 375 348 363 35.5||Armenia 2015 28 69 49 750 833 792 208 97 153 72 72 144
Austria 2015 9.0 83 86 72 73 72 45 53 48 73 74 7.4 |Austria 2015 486 447 466 400 447 438 114 79 110 35 38 73
2013 89 120 96 660 649 658 237 217 233 11 10 10 03 05 03 4738 1258 5995
Belgium 2015 110 122 117 115 119 117 106 123 112 118 125 12.2||Belgium 2015 65 60 63 377 429 406 403 405 413 156 107 125 77 84 160
Benin 2011| 327 224 293 247 169 210 113 41 7.0 77 95 232 109 17.2|[Benin 2011 | 585 443 541 239 329 262 170 200 179 13 29 17 159 70 229
Bolivia 2015| 580 215 429 195 40 116 203 81 144 263 234 222 638 14.5||Bolivia 2015 | 139 116 134 413 304 386 404 507 430 30 538 37 13 14 13 230 69 298
2009 | 108 167 131 824 771 803 54 42 49 14 21 16 74 48 122
Brazil 2016| 584 375 446 164 103 131 369 244 311 284 238 266 677 406  50.7 285 182 23.2|Brazil 2016 46 86 62 253 284 265 627 548 595 43 36 40 31 47 37 4609 3074 7684
Bulgaria 2015 205 159 181 169 176 172 172 192 178 18.5|[Bulgaria 2015 45 63 54 455 391 431 455 500 477 45 31 38 66 64 130
Cote d'lvoire 2016| 579 354 495 305 146 217 209 129 165 155 376 346 364 6.4 237 36.0|[coted'ivoire | 2016 | 751 631 715 211 286 234 22 37 27 06 13 08 10 30 16 1064 461 1524
Cambodia 2012 | 342 286 319 446 480 460 46 66 54 12 13 12 153 156 154 258 176 434
Colombia 2016| 748 548 610 334 110 208 374 176 278 109 56 86 280 125 20.2||colombia 2016 17 63 32 400 378 393 461 451 458 122 106 117 1160 521 1681
Comoros 2004 | 571 538 559 95 77 118 333 308 324 21 13 34
Congo 2005 | 145 143 144 809 774 794 45 60 57 09 24 10 110 84 194
Costa Rica 2016 515 292 162 219 196 146 169 100 74 26.1 160 20.7||costa Rica 2016 88 107 97 667 653 665 206 213 210 39 13 28 102 75 176
Croatia 2015 45 65 55 232 306 271 158 210 18.5||croatia 2015 105 115 111 825 861 846 66 17 38 05 07 06 38 52 90|
Cyprus 2015 56 173 169 146 135 14.0
Czech Republic | 2015 105 46 74 108 60 83 55 105 55 8.0||Czech Republic | 2015 18 67 24 436 400 424 491 533 506 55 47 55 30 85
Denmark 2015 52 55 54 72 80 7.5 5.7 Denmark 2015 455 522 489 455 435 444 45 43 44 22 22 23 as
Dominican 608 258 380 193 91 138 317 212 270 366 110 241 275 147 20| [
Republic 2015 Republic 2015 | 147 203 168 357 347 353 444 423 437 5.1 26 42 01 00 272 155 427
Ecuador 2016| 559 275 402 201 47 121 349 167 260 173 105 146 267 102 18.4||Ecuador 2016 61 96 71 385 247 347 507 607 535 46 49 46 00 01 00 400 154 553
Egypt 2016| 757 173 467 231 124 176 364 252 306 573 531 554 357 198 27.6||Egypt 2016 | 222 87 172 298 290 295 379 494 421 98 127 110 01 02 01 3576 2079 5655
Finland 2015 337 397 371 642 591 613 21 12 16 28 37 66
France 2012 126 139 133 126 131 129 90 103 96 122 133 12.7||France 2012 11 21 17 416 470 444 454 412 432 118 97 107 443 491 933
Gambia 2012 | 603 541 583 265 254 261 100 158 118 32 47 37 83 39 123
Ghana 2013 85 52 71 131 66 100 213 188 200 238 192 133 87 11.1|Ghana 2013 | 153 120 141 551 436 508 265 411 320 31 33 32 352 212 s64
Greece 2015 83 87 85 193 215 204 480 443 172 171 17.2||Greece 2015 27 23 25 202 210 206 568 686 626 203 81 143 93 91 185
Guatemala 2016| 673 87 415 410 75 239 323 111 220 458 82 273 2016 | 360 212 338 541 603 550 98 182 110 01 03 01 826 143 969
Guinea 2002 | 535 351 443 390 476 433 19 86 53 56 87 71 50 49 99
Honduras 2015| 509 103 281 436 107 268 342 153 264 420 116 27, 2015 | 173 166 171 592 559 585 229 265 236 04 08 05 02 02 02 403 109 512
Hungary 2015 138 104 121 116 102 108 125 117 1238 104 11.6|[Hungary 2015 08 10 08 506 475 492 428 482 453 58 33 47 69 59 127
India 2012 11 08 09 641 653 648 282 285 284 65 54 58 36274 51609 87883
Iceland 2015 51 45
India 2012 20 29 24 430 506 472 624 701 667 398 448 423 376 480 431
Ireland 2015 101 120 111 164 174 169 148 128 139 137 149 143|[ireland 2015 17 28 23 334 375 356 464 483 474 150 87 117 35 26 30 34 40 74
Iitaly 2015 156 169 163 262 282 272 207 135 181 208 218 213|[italy 2015 05 08 06 368 419 394 577 557 566 51 17 33 600 666 1266
Lao PDR 2010 | 165 153 160 515 458 491 192 168 182 99 133 113 30 88 54 35 25 61
Liberia 2010 | 556 426 508 164 129 151 78 119 94 05 02 202 321 246 92 54 146
Lithuania 2015 48 53 50 109 117 113 142 93 9.1 9.2 |tithuania 2015 33 53 43 217 269 243 512 610 562 238 68 152 17 17 34
Luxembourg 2014 39 48 72 60
Madagascar 2012 30 38 34 30 25 238 67 33 49 112 26 69 43 33 3 2012 | 364 553 446 159 178 167 325 223 281 152 47 106 80 61 141
Mali 2015| 403 220 330 197 66 121 198 85 133 338 149 24.9|[mali 2015 | 829 775 814 145 173 153 22 33 25 02 06 03 02 13 05 502 195 697
Malta 2015 57 111 96 104
Mexico 2016| 694 253 443 330 82 204 234 69 154 224 137 186 305 86 19.6||Mexico 2016 52 88 60 692 637 680 222 215 220 34 57 39 01 02 01 3280 926 4206
Mongolia 2016 49 57 53 250 226 237 511 470 223 187 20 2016 41 72 56 81 120 99 514 570 540 365 238 305 46 41 86
2015 | 251 246 250 696 708 700 52 43 49 00 00 00 03 01 1093 431 1524
Namibia 2016 | 107 147 123 541 484 518 204 192 199 45 38 42 103 138 118 8 59 145
Nepal 2008 | 201 66 145 247 219 235 275 374 316 271 340 300 05 01 03 637 457 1094
Netherlands 2015 34 49 42 43 34 39 32 54 41 39 45 42 2015 44 19 30 386 569 486 477 301 382 89 95 92 04 15 10 40 47 86
Nicaragua 2014 18 14 16 17 17 17 12 14
Niger 2011| 333 68 231 282 64 159 92 314 66 20.0|[Niger 2011 | 725 514 693 262 432 288 10 34 13 02 01 02 19 04 422 76 498
Norway 2015 55 59 57 45 64 55 47 59 5.4||Norway 2015 591 543 564 342 407 380 66 50 5.7 15 21 36
Pakistan 2015| 684 96 465 484 62 242 397 66 216 504 151 345 536 74 30.4|[Pakistan 2015 | 468 281 445 295 365 303 191 275 202 45 79 49 00 00 10187 1420 11608
Papua New
Guinea 2010 18 18 18 683 677 680 277 259 268 23 46 34 01 00 181 172 353
Paraguay 2015| 585 164 316 235 74 154 213 136 174 148 139 235 103 16.8||Paraguay 2015 | 103 114 106 540 391 494 324 470 369 33 25 30 w2 72 235
Peru 2016| 350 240 301 136 62 97 234 187 210 248 165 211 200 138 16.9|[Peru 2016 56 43 51 221 155 193 633 737 676 9.0 66 80 554 395 949
Poland 2015 43 61 53 170 160 165 9.1 87 90 108 112 11.0||Poland 2015 17 18 17 172 255 215 720 687 703 92 40 65 220 240 460
Portugal 2015 88 83 85 145 124 135 164 119 146 122 104 11.3||Portugal 2015 17 35 26 342 436 386 479 441 461 161 87 127 66 58 124
Romania 2015 198 131 163 215 158 186 218 182 204 214 150 18.1|[Romania 2015 45 43 44 467 454 461 440 465 451 49 39 44 227 169 3%
Serbia 2016 163 158 161 179 181 180 342 187 175 18.1|[serbia 2016 23 29 26 396 474 435 470 459 464 111 38 7.5 69 68 137
Sierra Leone 2014 181 135 158 170 128 147 106 95 10.1[sierra Leone 2014 06 07 07 645 606 628 313 355 331 35 17 27 01 15 07 58 47 104
Slovakia 2015 112 105 108 171 163 167 115 9.4 142 133 13.7|[slovakia 2015 12 14 13 344 339 341 567 617 592 77 30 53 46 45 90
Slovenia 2015 54 71 63 114 120 117 9.1 99 95
South Africa 2016| 497 404 437 272 224 248 478 433 457 393 315 361 323 326 339 286 31.2|[south Africa 2016 58 101 78 535 531 533 370 335 354 32 21 27 05 13 09 1741 1479 3220]
sweden 2015 59 51 55 78 91 85 33 35 34 65 69 6.7| [sweden 2015 411 346 376 511 594 555 60 39 49 18 21 20 38 43 80
Switzerland 2015 62 47 54 83 106 94 96 7.9 72 77 7.4 |swi 2015 406 306 348 531 639 580 63 56 7.2 32 36 69
Tanzania, URof | 2014 | 662 612 645 308 340 319 25 39 30 04 09 06 770 409 1179
Thailand 2015| 354 236 291 174 85 126 167 80 127 231 236 233 180 93 13.6|[Thailand 2015 58 83 67 542 590 558 312 248 290 82 77 80 06 02 05 859 450 1309
Timor-Leste 2013 190 146 168 288 225 255 380 265 221 24.3|[Timor-Leste 2013 65 72 68 334 291 314 311 304 308 08 09 05 282 324 301 26 22 49
Togo 2011 | 436 388 421 552 487 532 06 39 17 03 63 22 02 23 08 92 4 134
Uganda 2012 206 116 161 158 61 112 190 105 2538 270 502 448 473 190 99 14.5||Uganda 2012 | 488 551 509 400 278 359 27 18 24 2.7 29 28 59 124 80 583 294 877
United Kingdom | 2015 295 212 248 110 76 93 106 108 107 36 49 43 132 107 11.9|[united Kingdom | 2015 02 14 07 373 414 392 455 371 417 140 150 145 29 51 39 518 435 953
Uruguay 2016 213 143 177 222 154 18.7||uruguay 2016 47 79 60 897 86 879 40 58 48 17 07 13 59 44 103
Yemen 2014| 851 291 629 419 159 257 605 222 356 519 69.7 221 44.8]|vemen 2014 | 698 451 634 170 306 205 114 224 143 06 14 08 11 05 10 1652 574 2226

Source: UIS calculations based on NEET dataset from ILO (as of 5 October 2017). The dataset from ILO only includes countries with disaggregated NEET data to enable the UIS calculations.
Notes: Finland: NEET rates cannot be calculated because data on the sample population are not included in the ILO dataset. Armenia: the data have the note “Nonstandard education level: Including special
education, vocational and other training”, which suggests that the NEET indicators split by educational attainment should be interpreted with caution.
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Annex 1: ILO description of share of youth not in employment, education or training (youth
NEET rate)®

Introduction

The share of youth not in education, employment or training (also known as "the NEET rate") conveys
the number of young persons not in education, employment or training as a percentage of the total
youth population. It provides a measure of youth who are outside the educational system, not in
training and not in employment, and thus serves as a broader measure of potential youth labour
market entrants than youth unemployment, since it also includes young persons outside the labour
force not in education or training. This indicator is also a better measure of the current universe of
potential youth labour market entrants compared to the youth inactivity rate, as the latter includes
those youth who are not in the labour force and are in education, and thus cannot be considered
currently available for work.

Given its usefulness in conveying valuable information on the labour market situation of a country’s
young population, it was included as one of the indicators proposed to measure progress towards the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), under Goal 8 (Promote sustained, inclusive
and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all).

ILOSTAT contains statistics from national sources on youth NEET rates by sex.
Concepts and definitions

For the purposes of this indicator, youth is defined as all persons between the ages of 15 and 24
(inclusive).

According to the International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED), education is defined as
organized and sustained communication designed to bring about learning. Formal education is
defined in ISCED as education that is institutionalized, intentional, and planned through public
organizations and recognized private bodies and, in their totality, make up the formal education
system of a country. Non-formal education, like formal education is defined in ISCED as education
that is institutionalized, intentional and planned by an education provider but is considered an
addition, alternative and/or a complement to formal education. It may be short in duration and/or
low in intensity and it is typically provided in the form of short courses, workshops or seminars.
Informal learning is defined in ISCED as forms of learning that are intentional or deliberate, but not
institutionalized. It is thus less organized and less structured than either formal or non-formal
education. Informal learning may include learning activities that occur in the family, in the work place,
in the local community, and in daily life, on a self-directed, family-directed or socially-directed basis.
For the purposes of this indicator, persons will be considered in education if they are in formal or non-
formal education, as described above, but excluding informal learning.

5 Source: http://www.ilo.org/ilostat-files/Documents/description_ NEET EN.pdf.
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Employment comprises all persons of working age who during a specified brief period, such as one
week or one day, were in the following categories: a) paid employment (whether at work or with a job
but not at work); or b) self-employment (whether at work or with an enterprise but not at work)®.

For the purposes of this indicator, persons are considered to be in training if they are in a non-
academic learning activity through which they acquire specific skills intended for vocational or
technical jobs. Vocational training prepares trainees for jobs that are based on manual or practical
activities, and for skilled operative jobs, both blue and white collar related to a specific trade,
occupation or vocation. Technical training on the other hand imparts learning that can be applied in
intermediate-level jobs, in particular those of technicians and middle managers. The coverage of
vocational and technical training includes only programmes that are solely school-based vocational
and technical training. Employer-based training is, by definition, excluded from the scope of this
indicator.

Method of computation
The youth NEET rate is calculated as follows:

NEET rate (%) = (Youth - Youth in employment - Youth not in employment but in education or training)
/ Youth *100

It is important to note here that youth both in employment and education or training simultaneously
should not be double counted when subtracted from the total number of youth.

The formula can also be expressed as:

NEET rate (%) = ((Unemployed youth + Youth outside the labour force) - (Unemployed youth in
education or training + Youth outside the labour force in education or training)) / Youth *100

Recommended sources

Labour force surveys are typically the preferred source of statistics to determine the share of youth
not in employment, education or training, since they allow to gather information on both the labour
market situation of individuals and their participation in education or training programmes. Such
surveys can be designed to cover virtually the entire non- institutional population of a given country,
all branches of economic activity, all sectors of the economy and all categories of workers, including
the self-employed, contributing family workers, casual workers and multiple jobholders. In addition,
such surveys generally provide an opportunity for the simultaneous measurement of the employed,
the unemployed and persons outside the labour force (and thus, the working-age population) in a
coherent framework.

5 Resolution concerning statistics of work, employment and labour underutilization, adopted by the 19th International
Conference of Labour Statisticians, Geneva, October 2013; http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and- databases/standardsand-
guidelines/resolutions-adopted- by-international-conferences-of-labour- statisticians/WCMS_230304/lang--en/index.htm
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Other types of household surveys and population censuses could also be used as sources of data on
the youth NEET. The information obtained from such sources may however be less reliable since they
do not typically allow for detailed probing on the labour market activities of the respondents.

Interpretation and use of the indicator

The NEET rate is a broad measure of untapped potential of youth who could contribute to national
development through work. Because the NEET group is neither improving their future employability
through investment in skills nor gaining experience through employment, this group is particularly at
risk of both labour market and social exclusion. In addition, the NEET group is already in a
disadvantaged position due to lower levels of education and lower household incomes. In view of the
fact that the NEET group includes unemployed youth as well as youth outside the labour force, the
NEET rate provides important complementary information to labour force participation rates and
unemployment rates. For example, if youth participation rates decrease during an economic
downturn due to discouragement, this may be reflected in an upward movement in the NEET rate.
More generally, a high NEET rate and a low youth unemployment rate may indicate significant
discouragement of young people. A high NEET rate for young women suggests their engagement in
household chores, and/or the presence of strong institutional barriers limiting female participation in
labour markets.

In terms of the analysis of the indicator, in order to avoid misinterpreting it, it is important to bear in
mind that it is composed of two different sub-groups (unemployed youth not in education or training
and youth outside the labour force not in education or training). The prevalence and composition of
each sub-group would have policy implications, and thus, should also be considered when analyzing
the NEET rate.

Limitations

A number of factors can limit the comparability of statistics on the youth NEET rate between countries
or over time.

When differing from international standards, the operational criteria used to define employment and
the participation in education or training, will naturally affect the comparability of the resulting
statistics, as will the coverage of the source of statistics (geographical coverage, population coverage,
age coverage, etc.).

As mentioned previously, NEET rates are calculated preferably for youth defined as persons aged 15

to 24, but it is important to keep in mind, when studying these rates, that not all persons complete
their education by the age of 24.
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Annex 2: Proposed NEET indicators for UIS analysis

INSTITUTE
FOR
STATISTICS

Proposed codes for NEET
indicators

Labels

NR.12 NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education
NR.12.F NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education, female
NR.12.M NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education, male
NR.12.URB NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education, urban
NR.12.RUR NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education, rural
NR.12.unemp Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education
NR.12.inact Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education
NR.12.15t19 NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary education
NR.12.20t24 NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education
NR.12.URB.F NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education, urban,

female

NR.12.URB.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
urban, female

NR.12.URB.inact.F

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
urban, female

NR.12.15t19.URB.F

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
urban, female

NR.12.15t19.URB.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, urban, female

NR.12.15t19.URB.inact.F

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
urban, female

NR.12.20t24.URB.F

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
urban, female

NR.12.20t24.URB.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, urban, female

NR.12.20t24.URB.inact.F

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, urban, female

NR.12.RUR.F

NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education, rural,
female

NR.12.RUR.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
rural, female

NR.12.RUR.inact.F

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education, rural,
female

NR.12.15t19.RUR.F

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
rural, female

NR.12.15t19.RUR.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, rural, female

NR.12.15t19.RUR.inact.F

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
rural, female

NR.12.20t24.RUR.F

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
rural, female

NR.12.20t24.RUR.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, rural, female

NR.12.20t24.RUR.inact.F

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, rural, female

NR.12.URB.M

NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education, urban,
male

NR.12.URB.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
urban, male

NR.12.URB.inact.M

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
urban, male

"

TECHNICAL
COOPERATION
GROUP




12 TCG4/21 Measuring progress on SDG target 4.4 -
Insights from NEET indicators

UNESCO

INSTITUTE
FOR
STATISTICS

NR.12.15t19.URB.M

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
urban, male

NR.12.15t19.URB.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, urban, male

NR.12.15t19.URB.inact.M

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
urban, male

NR.12.20t24.URB.M

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
urban, male

NR.12.20t24.URB.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, urban, male

NR.12.20t24.URB.inact.M

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, urban, male

NR.12.RUR.M

NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education, rural,
male

NR.12.RUR.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
rural, male

NR.12.RUR.inact.M

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education, rural,
male

NR.12.15t19.RUR.M

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
rural, male

NR.12.15t19.RUR.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, rural, male

NR.12.15t19.RUR.inact.M

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
rural, male

NR.12.20t24.RUR.M

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary education,
rural, male

NR.12.20t24.RUR.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, rural, male

NR.12.20t24.RUR.inact.M

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed primary or lower secondary
education, rural, male

NR.34 NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education

NR.34.F NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, female

NR.34.M NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, male

NR.34.URB NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, urban

NR.34.RUR NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, rural

NR.34.unemp Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education

NR.34.inact Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education

NR.34.15t19 NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education

NR.34.20t24 NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education

NR.34.URB.F NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-

tertiary education, urban, female

NR.34.URB.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, urban, female

NR.34.URB.inact.F

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, urban, female

NR.34.15t19.URB.F

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, urban, female
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NR.34.15t19.URB.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-
secondary non-tertiary education, urban, female

NR.34.15t19.URB.inact.F

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, urban, female

NR.34.20t24.URB.F

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, urban, female

NR.34.20t24.URB.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-
secondary non-tertiary education, urban, female

NR.34.20t24.URB.inact.F

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, urban, female

NR.34.RUR.F

NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, rural, female

NR.34.RUR.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, rural, female

NR.34.RUR.inact.F

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, rural, female

NR.34.15t19.RUR.F

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, rural, female

NR.34.15t19.RUR.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-
secondary non-tertiary education, rural, female

NR.34.15t19.RUR.inact.F

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, rural, female

NR.34.20t24.RUR.F

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, rural, female

NR.34.20t24.RUR.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-
secondary non-tertiary education, rural, female

NR.34.20t24.RUR.inact.F

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, rural, female

NR.34.URB.M

NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, urban, male

NR.34.URB.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, urban, male

NR.34.URB.inact.M

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, urban, male

NR.34.15t19.URB.M

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, urban, male

NR.34.15t19.URB.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-
secondary non-tertiary education, urban, male

NR.34.15t19.URB.inact.M

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, urban, male

NR.34.20t24.URB.M

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, urban, male

NR.34.20t24.URB.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-
secondary non-tertiary education, urban, male

NR.34.20t24.URB.inact.M

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, urban, male

NR.34.RUR.M

NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, rural, male

NR.34.RUR.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, rural, male

NR.34.RUR.inact.M

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, rural, male

NR.34.15t19.RUR.M

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, rural, male

NR.34.15t19.RUR.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-
secondary non-tertiary education, rural, male
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NR.34.15t19.RUR.inact.M

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, rural, male

NR.34.20t24.RUR.M

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, rural, male

NR.34.20t24.RUR.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-
secondary non-tertiary education, rural, male

NR.34.20t24.RUR.inact.M

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed upper secondary or post-secondary
non-tertiary education, rural, male

NR.58 NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education

NR.58.F NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, female
NR.58.M NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, male
NR.58.URB NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban
NR.58.RUR NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural
NR.58.unemp Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education
NR.58.inact Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education

NR.58.15t19 NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education
NR.58.20t24 NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education
NR.58.URB.F NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban, female

NR.58.URB.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban,
female

NR.58.URB.inact.F

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban, female

NR.58.15t19.URB.F

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban,
female

NR.58.15t19.URB.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education,
urban, female

NR.58.15t19.URB.inact.F

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban,
female

NR.58.20t24.URB.F

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban,
female

NR.58.20t24.URB.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education,
urban, female

NR.58.20t24.URB.inact.F

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban,
female

NR.58.RUR.F

NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural, female

NR.58.RUR.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural,
female

NR.58.RUR.inact.F

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural, female

NR.58.15t19.RUR.F

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural,
female

NR.58.15t19.RUR.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education,
rural, female

NR.58.15t19.RUR.inact.F

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural,
female

NR.58.20t24.RUR.F

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural,
female

NR.58.20t24.RUR.unemp.F

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education,
rural, female

NR.58.20t24.RUR.inact.F

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural,
female

NR.58.URB.M

NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban, male

NR.58.URB.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban,
male

NR.58.URB.inact.M

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban, male
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NR.58.15t19.URB.M

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban,
male

NR.58.15t19.URB.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education,
urban, male

NR.58.15t19.URB.inact.M

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban,
male

NR.58.20t24.URB.M

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban,
male

NR.58.20t24.URB.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education,
urban, male

NR.58.20t24.URB.inact.M

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, urban,
male

NR.58.RUR.M

NEET rate for youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural, male

NR.58.RUR.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural,
male

NR.58.RUR.inact.M

Rate of inactive youth (15-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural, male

NR.58.15t19.RUR.M

NEET rate for adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural,
male

NR.58.15t19.RUR.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education,
rural, male

NR.58.15t19.RUR.inact.M

Rate of inactive adolescents (15-19 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural,
male

NR.58.20t24.RUR.M

NEET rate for young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural,
male

NR.58.20t24.RUR.unemp.M

Rate of unemployed young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education,
rural, male

NR.58.20t24.RUR.inact.M

Rate of inactive young adults (20-24 years), completed any level of tertiary education, rural,
male
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