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Your Excellencies, Ministers and Ambassadors,

Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 

Peace and the blessings of God be upon you.

On behalf of the Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH), it is my pleasure to convey to you the greetings of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Head of State, may God preserve him, and his sincere good wishes for a pleasant stay in your second country, the United Arab Emirates and its capital, Abu Dhabi, and success in achieving the desired goals of this meeting.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The countries of the world have now, more than ever, moved closer to harmony and mutual encounter in many significant ways thanks to the great efforts of a number of international governmental and non-governmental organizations and bodies in harnessing the common elements which bring peoples and nations closer together, and thanks to the wise and restrained policies of a number of States in addressing global issues. Here, we must commend the outstanding efforts which UNESCO has exerted and continues to exert to make the common vocabulary of human culture a bridge to mutual encounter and harmony between the members of the international family. The intangible cultural heritage is the most significant and effective cultural factor in furthering this great role, given its great wealth, diversity and wide dissemination, as well as the hopes pinned to it for the formulation of joint human concepts and principles for a world encompassed by concord, fraternity and common destiny.

UNESCO is one of those organizations which have had the benefit of capable and creative leaders and officials who have provided successful leadership. One of these is Mr Koïchiro Matsuura, to whom we extend all gratitude and appreciation. His work in UNESCO is crowned by this meeting, from which we hope that serious and effective measures will emerge to enhance the performance of governments and organizations in listing and safeguarding the intangible heritage. Foremost among these measures is the treatment of the tangible and intangible heritage as a global issue requiring concerted efforts, exchange of experience and constant support for cultural projects and programmes, especially in poor countries, whose modest resources prevent proper exploitation of their great heritage.

Distinguished guests,

The well-guided leadership of the United Arab Emirates inherited from the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (may God rest his soul) wisdom and balance in addressing regional and international issues, and constructive interaction with international organizations and bodies which contribute to the strengthening of civilizational bonds and openness to human cultures.

Heritage in the United Arab Emirates has always had a prominent place in all plans and strategies, given its brilliant tones and eternal human values which strengthen existing achievements and open the horizons towards greater generosity and devotion to our dear homeland and all mankind.

ADACH has thus collaborated with UNESCO, relevant partners and those working in the heritage field, such as the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Education (represented by the United Arab Emirates National Commission for UNESCO) and heritage and cultural associations etc., in order to implement these plans and strategies. This collaboration has led to the collection and documentation of the intangible heritage, the preparation of an inventory thereof, and archiving it in a scientific archive which contains manuscripts, research, studies and audiovisual records of this heritage. It has also resulted in the promotion of the intangible heritage by means of exhibitions, celebrations and festivals, and the provision of means of support for the professionals and craftsmen who perform and practise this heritage, so that they may help to share their experience, skills and knowledge of the heritage with others.

Above all, urgent efforts have been exerted to reveal the latent potential of the intangible heritage for the growth and development of society.

In conclusion, I renew my welcome to you and extend to you my wishes for success in achieving the goals of this meeting.

Peace and the blessings of God be upon you.
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