	[image: image1.jpg].

LS

United Nations Intangible
Educational, Scientificand . Cultural
Cultural Organization Heritage




	4 COM 

ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/21 Rev.
Abu Dhabi, 2 October 2009

Original: French


ITH/09/4.COM 2.SUB/2 - page 2
ITH/08/4.COM 1.BUR Report of the President - page 4

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC 

AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 

SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Fourth session

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

28 September to 2 October 2009

Item 21 of the Provisional agenda:

Report of the Committee on its activities to the General Assembly
	Summary

Article 30.1 of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage stipulates that “on the basis of its activities […] the Committee shall submit a report to the General Assembly at each of its sessions”. The present document contains a draft report that the Committee may wish to present to the third session of the General Assembly. 

Decision required: paragraph 2


1. Article 30.1 of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage foresees that “on the basis of its activities […] the Committee shall submit a report to the General Assembly at each of its sessions”, and Article 30.2 requires that “the report shall be brought to the attention of the General Conference of UNESCO”.

2. Following the present session of the Committee, but before the next session of the General Assembly in 2010, it is highly likely that the Bureau of the Committee shall meet to evaluate the requests for international assistance. Consequently, the present report should be completed by additional information.

3. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:


DRAFT DECISION 4.COM 21

The Committee,
1. Having examined Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/21 Rev.;

2. Recalling Article 30 of the Convention;
3. Adopts the provisional report on its activities between the second and third sessions of the General Assembly as annexed to this Decision;
4. Delegates to the Bureau of the Committee, on an exceptional basis, the authorization to approve the completed final report before the next session of the General Assembly. 
ANNEX :
Report of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage on its activities between the second and third sessions of the 
General Assembly of States Parties to the Convention

1. The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (“the Committee”) was established by the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (“the Convention”) that the General Conference of UNESCO adopted at its 32nd session, on 17 October 2003, and which entered into force on 20 April 2006. In accordance with Article 6 of the Convention, the members of the Committee are elected for a term of office of four years and their election shall obey the principles of equitable geographical representation and rotation. In conformity with Article 13.1 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly of States Parties to the Convention (“General Assembly”), the election of members of the Committee shall be conducted on the basis of the electoral groups of UNESCO, as determined by the UNESCO General Conference, it being understood that “Group V” shall consist of two separate groups, for the African and Arab States respectively. Article 13.2(ii) of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly further specifies that the seats in the Committee shall be distributed among electoral groups in proportion to the number of States Parties from each group, provided that, after such distribution, at least three seats are attributed to each group in a 24-member Committee.
2. At its second session, 19 June 2008, the General Assembly renewed half of the members of the Committee by the election of 12 new members. The 24 States Members of the Committee are as follows : 

	Electoral Group
	Committee Members
	Term of office

	Group I
	Cyprus

Italy

Turkey
	2008-2012

2008-2012

2006-2010

	Group II
	Belarus

Croatia

Estonia

Hungary
	2006-2010

2008-2012

2006-2010

2006-2010

	Group III
	Cuba

Mexico

Paraguay

Peru

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)
	2008-2012

2006-2010

2008-2012

2006-2010

2008-2012

	Group IV
	India

Republic of Korea

Viet Nam
	2006-2010

2008-2012

2006-2010

	Group V(a)
	Central African Republic

Gabon

Kenya

Mali

Niger

Zimbabwe
	2006-2010

2006-2010

2008-2012

2006-2010

2008-2012

2008-2012

	Group V(b)
	Jordan

Oman 

United Arab Emirates
	2008-2012

2008-2012

2006-2010


3. Since its election by the General Assembly in June 2008, the Committee has met on two occasions: in Istanbul at the invitation of the Turkish authorities, and in Abu Dhabi, at the invitation of the Emirate authorities. These meetings were held on the following dates :

4 to 8 November 2008:
Third session, Istanbul, Turkey (3.COM)

28 September to 2 October 2009:
Fourth session, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (4.COM)

4. In conformity with Article 13.1 of its Rules of Procedure, the Committee elected at the end of its second ordinary session, a Bureau to remain in office until the end of the third ordinary session. At its third session, the Committee elected a Bureau to remain in office until the end of the fourth ordinary session. At the end of its fourth session, the Committee elected its Bureau which shall remain in office until the end of its fifth session. 

	Session
	Dates
	Bureau

	
	
	Members
	Term of office

	Third session (3.COM)

Istanbul, Turkey
	4 to 8 November 2008
	Chairperson: 

H. Exc. M. O. Faruk Loğoğlu (Turkey)

Rapporteur : 

Mrs Hortense Nguema Okome (Gabon)

Vice-Chairpersons: 

Hungary, India, Mexico and United Arab Emirates
	8 September 2007 to 8 November 2008

	Fourth session (4.COM)

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
	28 September to 2 October 2009
	Chairperson: 

H. Exc. Mr Awadh Ali Saleh (United Arab Emirates)

Rapporteur : 

Mrs Martina Križanić (Croatia), replaced by Mr Tvrtko Zebec (Croatia) at the 4.COM

Vice-Chairpersons: 

Cyprus, India, Mali and Paraguay
	9 November 2008 to 2 October 2009

	Fifth session (5.COM) 

To be completed in Abu Dhabi
	To be completed in Abu Dhabi
	To be completed in Abu Dhabi
	[to be completed in Abu Dhabi]


5. In addition to Committee sessions during the period under review, the Bureau of the Committee met on [four] occasions at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris: 

20 October 2008:
Bureau meeting 3.COM

17 December 2008: 
First Bureau meeting 4.COM

7 May 2009:
Second Bureau meeting 4.COM

10 June 2009:
Third Bureau meeting 4.COM

[to be completed before the third General Assembly]

6. At its third session, in conformity with Article 21 of its Rules of Procedure, the Committee proceeded with the establishment (Decision 3.COM 11) of a Subsidiary Body to examine nominations for inscription to the Representative List in 2009 and 2010 and adopted its terms of reference. The composition of the subsidiary body is as follows: 

Estonia (Chairperson: Ms Kristin Kuutma) 

Kenya (Rapporteur: Mr Silverse Anami)

Mexico (Vice-Chairperson: Mr Francisco Javier López Morales)

United Arab Emirates (Mr Ismail Ali El-Fihail)

Republic of Korea (Mr Jo Dong Joo)
Turkey (Mr Öcal Oğuz)

7. The subsidiary body met four times to examine nominations for inscription on the Representative List in 2009:

8 November 2008:

Istanbul, Turkey

11 December 2008: 

by video conference

12 and 13 January 2009:
UNESCO Headquarters (Paris)

11 to 15 May 2009: 

UNESCO Headquarters (Paris)

8. The subsidiary body met xxx times with regard to nominations for inscription on the Representative List in 2010:

[to be completed before the third General Assembly]

9. At its fourth session, and in accordance with paragraph 49 of the Operational Directives, the Committee established a working group responsible for the initial examination of proposals for programmes, projects and activities for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage (Article 18). The composition of this working group, which met twice in Abu Dhabi, was as follows: 

Hungary (President : Mr Felföldi, László ) 

Cyprus (Rapporteur : Ms Panayi, Photini )

Cuba

Jordan

Kenya

Viet Nam
10. The main activities and decisions of the Committee since the second session of the General Assembly concerned:

a) preparation of draft operational directives and additional guidelines for the implementation of the Convention;

b) recommendation for the accreditation of non-governmental organizations to provide consultative services to the Committee;

c) reflection on modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution of NGOs from developing countries;

d) revision of its Rules of Procedure regarding observers;

e) use of resources of the Fund and the preparation of a draft plan for the use of resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the period June 2010 to June 2012;

f) incorporation of items proclaimed Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, inscription of the first elements of intangible cultural heritage on the two lists of the Convention, the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, as well as the selection of programmes, projects and activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention;

g) in the light of experience acquired, the preparation of proposals for the revision of the Operational Directives adopted by the General Assembly in June 2008.

b)
Additional draft operational directives and guidelines 
for the implementation of the Convention

11. Following Resolution 2.GA 5 of the General Assembly, the Committee prepared additional draft operational directives concerning raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage, the use of the emblem of the Convention, and seeking means to increase the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund. It also elaborated additional guidelines concerning the choice of examiners with relevant competence to examine nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000, as well as common guidelines and formats for periodic reports by States Parties. 

Operational directives concerning raising awareness about 
the importance of intangible cultural heritage

12. As a follow-up to Resolution 2.GA 5 of the General Assembly, the Committee initiated a debate concerning operational directives on visibility at its third session. Considering it desirable to extend the directives to take into account all the aspects concerning raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage at the national and international levels, the Committee decided to pursue the debate at its fourth session, so as to benefit from the opinions of the States Parties on this subject through consultations. 

13. At its fourth session, the Committee examined draft operational directives for raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage prepared by the Secretariat based on debates during its third session and the 56 contributions received from States Parties
. It decided to submit to the General Assembly a project of such operational directives that encompasses all aspects related to raising awareness about intangible heritage and the Convention at the national and international levels
.
Operational directives concerning the use of the emblem of the Convention

14. The Committee, whose functions under the Convention are to promote its objectives, to increase its resources and to provide better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and its safeguarding, undertook the initiative (Decision 1.EXT.COM 8) to propose to the General Assembly the creation of an emblem which would improve the visibility of its activities and those of the States Parties to promote the objectives of the Convention. This emblem has been selected by the General Assembly at its second session in June 2008; the emblem created by the Croatian artist Dragutin Dado Kovačević has been selected to symbolize worldwide the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage. The General Assembly decided that this emblem should be accompanied by the UNESCO emblem (Resolution 2.GA 9 bis). It requested the Committee to submit for approval at its third session additional operational directives concerning, among others, the use of this emblem (Resolution 2.GA 5). 

15. At its third session, the Committee began a debate on draft operational directives, that had been revised following the debate by the Committee at its second extraordinary session (Sofia, February 2008) and based on the comments received from seven States Parties
. The Committee established a working group, chaired by the representative of Italy, Mr Tulio Scovazzi, responsible for the revision of these operational directives. The Committee, having expressed “its satisfaction with the work of the working group as a basis for discussion at its next session” (Decision 3.COM 6), continued discussion on the directives concerning the use of the emblem of the Convention at its fourth session. It thus decided to submit the draft directives governing the use of the emblem of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, as proposed by the working group to the Committee at its third session and as amended at its forth session.

Operational directives on seeking means to increase
the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund

16. In conformity with Resolution 2. GA 5 of the General Assembly, the Committee adopted by quasi unanimity at its third session (Decision 3.COM 8) draft operational directives on the means to increase the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund through voluntary contributions. However, at its fourth session, the Committee wished discuss further the paragraph concerning the forms of recognition to be given to the contributors in order to be able to submit proposals of complete directives on this issue to the third session of the General Assembly. It thus completed the paragraph concerning the benefits for donors and decided to submit to the General Assembly the draft operational directives on the means to increase the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
.
Guidelines concerning the choice of examiners with relevant competence to examine nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000

17. In conformity with paragraphs 5 and 72 of the Operational Directives, nominations for inscription to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and requests for international assistance of US$25,000 or greater must undergo an examination process, prior to submission to the Committee. While the Operational Directives provide indications as to the nature of the examiners to be selected, notably for nominations for inscription to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
, the Committee, at its third session, considered it desirable to establish concise criteria for the selection and choice of such examiners. At its fourth session, the Committee examined and adopted such guidelines, while delegating to its Bureau the authority to designate examiners for International Assistance request greater that US$25,000 and for Urgent Safeguarding List nominations for the 2011 inscription cycle, in accordance with those guidelines
. 
Common guidelines and formats for periodic reports

18. In accordance with Article 29 of the Convention, “the States Parties shall submit to the Committee, observing the forms and periodicity to be defined by the Committee, reports on the legislative, regulatory and other measures taken for the implementation of this Convention”. By its Resolution 2.GA 5, the General Assembly approved, among others, the operational directives regarding the presentation of these reports to the Committee. In conformity with paragraphs 105 to 114 of these directives, it concerns reports of States Parties on the implementation of the Convention and the elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, as well as reports of States non party to the Convention concerning elements included in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. At its fourth session, the Committee adopted the guidelines and formats for the submission of reports on the implementation of the Convention and on the status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and reports on the status of elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List
.
b)
Recommendation for accreditation of non-governmental organizations to provide consultative services to the Committee

19. In conformity with Chapter 3.2.2 of the Operational Directives and Article 9 of the Convention, the Committee examined a total of 102 requests for accreditation from non-governmental organizations. At its third session, it recommended for accreditation to the General Assembly 51 non-governmental organizations
 that might fulfil consultative functions to the Committee. At its fourth session, it recommended for accreditation to the General Assembly 47 additional non-governmental organizations
. The list of NGOs recommended for accreditation by the Committee in 2008 and 2009 is available on line at http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/. 

c)
Modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution of non-governmental organizations from developing countries

20. Furthermore, and in conformity with its Decision 3.COM 9, the Committee examined at its fourth session the modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution of non-governmental organizations from developing countries. Having regretted the limited responses from States Parties on this topic following its Decision adopted at the 3.COM, the Committee, at its fourth session, invited again the States Parties to send written contributions on this issue. It also requested the Secretariat to organize in 2010 workshops and local meetings for NGOs from under-represented regions aimed at facilitating the contribution of NGOs from developing countries and to prepare a funding plan for encouraging financial and logistical support for NGOs from developing countries to participate at Committee sessions to be financed by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
.
d)
Rules of Procedure

21. At its first extraordinary session, the Committee has taken note of the fact that its Rules of Procedure, as adopted, did not allow Associate Members of UNESCO to participate at its sessions. It further observed that it was unusual that States non party or representatives of the United Nations Organization or institutions of the United Nations system were not automatically admitted as observers, without need for the Committee to take a decision on each case. In its Decisions 1.EXT.COM 4 bis, 2.COM 4 and 2.EXT.COM 15, the Committee adopted a set of temporary procedures for the admission of observers. The Committee also authorized other entities that had not been admitted as observers to participate at its sessions without the right to speak. At its third session in Istanbul, the Committee amended its Rules of Procedure by Decision 3.COM 12, amending Article 8 of its Rules of Procedure. It also decided that the NGOs that were recommended at that session for accreditation by the General Assembly in 2010 should be invited, on an exceptional basis, and awaiting the decision of the General Assembly, to the fourth session of the Committee. 

e)
Use of the resources of the Fund and draft plan for the use of resources for the period June 2010 to June 2012

22. In conformity with Article 20 of the Convention, international assistance may be granted for “the safeguarding of the heritage inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding; the preparation of inventories in the sense of Articles 11 and 12; support for programmes, projects and activities carried out at the national, subregional and regional levels aimed at the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage; and any other purpose the Committee may deem necessary”. 

23. In conformity with Chapter 11 of the Operational Directives, the resources of the Fund shall be used primarily for international assistance. The resources may also serve to finance the costs of participation in Committee sessions by experts representing developing States Parties, by other public or private bodies as well as private persons, who the Committee may wish to consult, as well as the costs of advisory services. 

Requests for preparatory assistance

24. The Operational Directives of the Convention foresee the granting of preparatory assistance to States Parties for the elaboration of a nomination to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding or for the elaboration of proposals for programmes, projects and activities that the Committee may wish to select and promote as best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention. The Operational Directives stipulate that requests for international assistance less than US$25,000, including the requests for preparatory assistance, are evaluated by the Bureau of the Committee. 

25. On 20 October 2008, the Bureau of the 3.COM evaluated these two types of requests
. For the elaboration of nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, the Bureau examined and approved eight requests received from seven States Parties for a total amount of US$47,500. With regard to the requests for preparatory assistance to prepare proposals for programmes, projects or activities likely to be selected as best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention, the Bureau noted a certain confusion concerning the requests, that did not all appear to correspond to preparatory assistance associated with Article 18. The Bureau therefore decided that it was not able to evaluate those requests and requested the Secretariat to advise the States Parties concerned with regard to the revision of their requests. It also requested the Secretariat to provide it with a recommendation for each request at its next meeting. 

26. On 17 December 2008, the Bureau of 4.COM met
 to evaluate two preparatory assistance requests for the preparation of a proposal for a programme, project or activity likely to be selected as best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention. It approved one preparatory assistance request for an amount of US$7,500. 

International assistance requests less than US$25,000

27. In conformity with paragraph 73 of the Operational Directives, requests for international assistance under US$25,000 may be submitted at any time (except those concerning preparatory assistance for which the deadline is 1 September of each year). At its meeting on 7 May 2009, the Bureau of the 4.COM examined two international assistance requests originating from two States Parties, as well as the recommendation in English and French, prepared by the Secretariat in conformity with the instructions of the Bureau. The Bureau approved the two requests for a total amount of US$33,862.61
. 

International assistance requests of US$25,000 or more

28. In conformity with paragraph 73 of the Operational Directives, the deadline for submission of international assistance requests of US$25,000 or more was on 1 May (for an evaluation by the Committee in 2009). Paragraph 72 of the Operational Directives indicates that the Secretariat shall seek examination of complete requests for amounts of US$25,000 or more. By its Decision 3.COM 10, the Committee requested the Secretariat to provide for each of these requests “the names of at least two examiners with relevant competence to examine such […] requests, it being understood that up to the third session of the General Assembly, and in conformity with Resolution 2.GA 6, such examiners will include, as appropriate, non-governmental organizations that the Committee will have recommended for accreditation as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes”. In this same decision, the Committee delegated to the Bureau of the Committee, on an exceptional basis, “the authority to designate examiners […] for International Assistance requests greater than US$25,000, in accordance with the procedures laid out in this decision, and in doing so, take into account, inter alia, regional particularities and specificities as well as the need for geographical balance”. 

29. At its meeting of 10 June 2009, the Bureau of 4.COM
 selected two examiners for each of the four international assistance requests greater than US$25,000 received from three States Parties for a total amount of US$246,198. This selection was made from a list of examiners with relevant competence to examine each request, prepared by the Secretariat
. 

30. Based on the three remaining international assistance requests after the report of one of these requests by the concerned State Party to the 2010 evaluation cycle, and on the two reports on each request prepared by the examiners, the Committee approved, at its fourth session, three requests for a total amount of US$212,048 
. 

Advisory services

31. In conformity with paragraphs 5 et 72 of the Operational Directives and in application of Decision 3.COM 10, the Bureau selected two examiners for each nomination to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (see paragraph 43 of this report) and two examiners for each international assistance request greater than US$25,000 (see paragraph 29 of this report). For examination of the 13 nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List, 25 contracts have been established with 25 examiners (one examiner having been appointed for two nominations) for a total amount of US$39,000. For examination of the four requests for international assistance, six contracts have been established with 6 examiners (two examiners having been appointed for respectively two requests) for a total amount of US$12,000.

Participation in Committee sessions by experts in Intangible Cultural Heritage

32. The resources of the Fund allowed the participation in the third and fourth session of the Committee of xxx experts in Intangible Cultural Heritage. For the 3.COM, 10 experts representing developing countries that are Committee members and 6 experts representing developing countries that are States Parties non members of the Committee benefitted from financial assistance for the travel and stay in Istanbul for a total amount of US$56,261. For the 4.COM, xxx representing developing countries that are Committee members et xxx representing developing countries that are States Parties non members of the Committee benefitted from financial assistance for the travel and/or stay in Abu Dhabi for a total amount of US$xxx. The authorities of the United Arab Emirates having generously borne the expenses in Abu Dhabi for three representatives per Member State of the Intergovernmental Committee and for two representatives per States Party to the Convention non Member of the Committee, xxx from these xxx experts benefitted from this offer. In addition, 21 of the examiners (see paragraph 35 of this report) positively responded to the invitation to the 4.COM to be consulted by the Committee on each particular question in relation with the examination reports, for a total amount of US$ xxx. Their stay was also borne by the authorities of the United Arab Emirates. [to be completed before the third General Assembly]]

Draft plan for the use of resources for the period June 2010 to June 2012

33. At its fourth session, the Committee adopted a draft plan for the use of the Fund for the period June 2010 to June 2012 to be submitted to the General Assembly. The Fund shall be used, first and foremost, for international assistance. The remaining resources shall be divided among various activities, such as the participation of experts representing States Parties at the sessions of the Committee, the participation of bodies and individuals, including representatives of communities and groups that the Committee may wish to consult, and advisory services. The contributions of States Parties to the Fund have reached a total amount of US$4,870,714.00 in October 2009.
f)
Inscription on the Lists of the Convention

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
(Article 16 of the Convention) 

Incorporation of Masterpieces

34. At its third session, in application of Article 31.1 of the Convention and in conformity with Article 1.3 of the Operational Directives concerning the incorporation of elements proclaimed Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity in the Representative List, the Committee proceeded with the incorporation in the Representative List of 90 such elements. 

35. For three elements that are located both on the territory of a State Party and a State non party to the Convention, and in conformity with paragraph 41 of the Operational Directives, the four States concerned not yet party to the Convention were informed that they would enjoy, with respect to those elements, full legal rights established by the Convention and were invited to express their full consent to the obligations deriving from the Convention by notifying the Director-General of UNESCO in written form. Togo has since ratified the Convention (5 February 2009).

36. With respect to the 10 States non party to the Convention with elements proclaimed Masterpieces and incorporated in the List, paragraph 35 of the Operational Directives stipulates that they “they shall enjoy all the rights and assume all the obligations included within the Convention as regards only those items present on their territories, on the condition they so consent in writing, it being understood that those rights and obligations cannot be invoked or applied separately from each other”. The States concerned were invited to notify the Director-General in written form, by 13 February 2010 at the latest, of their consent to assume those obligations. It should be noted that three of these States have since ratified the Convention, namely Bangladesh (11 June 2009), Czech Republic (18 February 2009) and Uganda (13 May 2009).

First nominations on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

37. At its fourth session, in application of Article 16 of the Convention and in conformity of Article 1.2 of the Operational Directives, the Committee inscribed 76 elements on the Representative List
. 

38. In conformity with paragraph 23 of the Operational Directives, the Committee benefited in its evaluation from the examination reports of nominations for inscription on the Representative List carried out by the Subsidiary Body created for this purpose
. 

39. According to its terms of reference, the Subsidiary Body verified whether each of the 111 nominations presented fulfilled the five criteria required for inscription (paragraph 19 of the Operational Directives) and formulated 76 recommendations to inscribe, and 35 recommendations not to inscribe, the nominated element. These recommendations were transmitted before 1 July 2009 to the States Parties (paragraph 33 of the Operational Directives) having submitted a nomination. Fifteen States withdrew their nominations (33 in total) before 1 August 2009, at which time, in conformity with the Operational Directives, the nominations and examination reports were transmitted to Committee members and made available on line for consultation by the States Parties. One State withdrew its nomination after 1 August 2009, but before evaluation by the Committee at its fourth session. 

40. The Committee thanked the Subsidiary Body for the quality and rigour of its work, which facilitated the decision-making process of the Committee, and congratulated the States Parties for the nomination of one or several elements on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 2009, as follows
 :

	Submitting 
State(s)
	Element



	Argentina; Uruguay
	The Tango

	Azerbaijan
	The art of Azerbaijani Ashiqs

	Azerbaijan; India; Iran (Islamic Republic of); Kyrgyzstan; Uzbekistan; Pakistan; Turkey
	Novruz, Nowrouz, Nooruz, Navruz, Nauroz, Nevruz

	Belgium
	Procession of the Holy Blood in Bruges

	Bulgaria
	Nestinarstvo, messages from the past: the Panagyr of Saints Constantine and Helena in the village of Bulgari

	China
	The art of Chinese seal engraving

	China
	China engraved block printing technique

	China
	Chinese calligraphy

	China
	Chinese paper-cut

	China
	Chinese traditional architectural craftsmanship for timber-framed structures

	China
	The craftsmanship of Nanjing Yunjin brocade

	China
	The Dragon Boat festival

	China
	Farmers’ dance of China’s Korean ethnic group

	China
	Gesar epic tradition

	China
	Grand song of the Dong ethnic group

	China
	Hua’er

	China
	Manas

	China
	The Mazu belief and customs

	China
	Mongolian art of singing: Khoomei

	China
	Nanyin

	China
	Regong arts

	China
	Sericulture and silk craftsmanship of China

	China
	Tibetan opera

	China
	The traditional firing technology of Longquan celadon

	China
	The traditional handicrafts of making Xuan paper

	China
	Xi’an wind and percussion ensemble

	China
	Yueju opera

	Colombia
	Carnaval de Negros y Blancos

	Colombia
	Holy Week processions in Popayán

	Croatia
	Annual carnival bell ringers’ pageant from the Kastav area

	Croatia
	The festivity of Saint Blaise, the patron of Dubrovnik

	Croatia
	Lacemaking in Croatia

	Croatia
	Procession Za Krizen (‘following the cross’) on the island of Hvar

	Croatia
	Spring procession of Ljelje/Kraljice (queens) from Gorjani

	Croatia
	Traditional manufacturing of children’s wooden toys in Hrvatsko Zagorje

	Croatia
	Two-part singing and playing in the Istrian scale

	Cyprus
	Lefkara laces or Lefkaritika

	Estonia
	Seto Leelo, Seto polyphonic singing tradition

	France
	Aubusson tapestry

	France
	Maloya

	France
	The scribing tradition in French timber framing

	Hungary
	Busó festivities at Mohács: masked end-of-winter carnival custom

	India
	Ramman: religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas, India

	Indonesia
	Indonesian Batik

	Iran (Islamic Republic of)
	The Radif of Iranian music

	Japan
	Akiu no Taue Odori

	Japan
	Chakkirako

	Japan
	Daimokutate

	Japan
	Dainichido Bugaku

	Japan
	Gagaku

	Japan
	Hayachine Kagura

	Japan
	Hitachi Furyumono

	Japan
	Koshikijima no Toshidon

	Japan
	Ojiya-chijimi, Echigo-jofu: techniques of making ramie fabric in Uonuma region, Niigata Prefecture

	Japan
	Oku-noto no Aenokoto

	Japan
	Sekishu-Banshi: papermaking in the Iwami region of Shimane Prefecture

	Japan
	Traditional Ainu dance

	Japan
	Yamahoko, the float ceremony of the Kyoto Gion festival

	Mali
	The Manden Charter, proclaimed in Kurukan Fuga

	Mali
	The septennial re-roofing ceremony of the Kamablon, sacred house of Kangaba

	Mexico
	Places of memory and living traditions of the Otomí-Chichimecas people of Tolimán: the Peña de Bernal, guardian of a sacred territory

	Mexico
	Ritual ceremony of the Voladores

	Nigeria
	Ijele masquerade

	Republic of Korea
	Cheoyongmu

	Republic of Korea
	Ganggangsullae

	Republic of Korea
	Jeju Chilmeoridang Yeongdeunggut

	Republic of Korea
	Namsadang Nori

	Republic of Korea
	Yeongsanjae

	Romania
	Doina

	Spain
	Irrigators’ tribunals of the Spanish Mediterranean coast: the Council of Wise Men of the plain of Murcia and the Water Tribunal of the plain of Valencia

	Spain
	Whistled language of the island of La Gomera (Canary Islands), the Silbo Gomero

	Turkey
	Âşıklık (minstrelsy) tradition

	Turkey
	Karagöz

	Uruguay
	The Candombe and its socio-cultural space: a community practice

	Uzbekistan
	Katta Ashula

	Viet Nam
	Quan Họ Bắc Ninh folk songs


List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding 
(Article 17 of the Convention)

41. At its fourth session, in application of Article 17 of the Convention and in conformity with Article 1.1 of the Operational Directives, the Committee inscribed twelve elements
 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, according to the “accelerated” provisional timetable for the first nominations of elements of intangible cultural heritage to this List. 

42. By Decision 3.COM 10, the Committee requested the Secretariat to provide for all nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, “the names of at least two examiners with relevant competence to examine such nominations or requests, it being understood that up to the third session of the General Assembly, and in conformity with Resolution 2.GA 6, such examiners will include, as appropriate, non-governmental organizations that the Committee will have recommended for accreditation as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes”. By this same decision, the Committee delegated to the Bureau of the Committee, on an exceptional basis, “the authority to designate examiners for Urgent Safeguarding List nominations for the accelerated timetable for 2009 inscriptions […] and, in doing so, take into account, inter alia, regional particularities and specificities as well as the need for geographical balance”. 

43. At its meeting of 7 May 2009, the Bureau 4.COM
 selected two examiners for each of the thirteen complete nominations, received from eight States Parties. This selection was made from a list of examiners with relevant competence to examine this type of nomination, prepared by the Secretariat.
. 

44. One State having withdrawn its nominations for further revision and improvement, the Committee evaluated, at its fourth session, twelve nominations based on nomination files prepared by the States Parties concerned, an overview prepared by the Secretariat and the two examination reports for each nomination prepared by the examiners. The Committee decided to inscribe twelve elements of intangible cultural heritage on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding 2009. The Committee thanked the examiners for their recommendations and congratulated the States Parties concerned for the nomination of their elements to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding 2009 as follows: 

	Submitting 
State(s)
	Element

	Belarus
	Rite of the Kalyady Tsars (Christmas Tsars)

	China
	The Qiang New Year festival

	China
	Traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges

	China
	Traditional Li textile techniques : spinning, dyeing, weaving and embroidering

	France
	The Cantu in paghjella : a secular and liturgical oral tradition of Corsica

	Kenya
	Traditions and practices associated to the Kayas in thesacred forests of Mijikenda

	Latvia
	Suiti cultural space

	Mali
	The Sanké mon: collective fishing rite of the Sanké

	Mongolia
	Mongol Biyelgee : Mongolian traditional folk dance

	Mongolia
	Mongol Tuuli : Mongolian epic 

	Mongolia
	Traditional music of the Tsuur

	Viet Nam
	Ca trù singing


Programmes, projects and activities for the safeguarding intangible cultural heritage 
(Article 18 of the Convention)

45. At its fourth session, in application of Article 18 of the Convention and in conformity with Article 1.4 of the Operational Directives, the Committee selected three programmes, projects or activities which it considered best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention
.
46. In conformity with paragraph 49 of the Operational Directives, the Committee benefited in its decision-making namely from the summary recommendations made by the working group, established by the Committee at its same session (see paragraph 9 of this report) and which met twice
. 

47. The Working Group carried out a preliminary examination of the three proposals received, a multinational proposal presented by three countries and two national requests, including a proposal the elaboration of which had benefited from preparatory assistance granted by the Bureau (see paragraph 26 of this report). The Working Group carried out a preliminary examination of the proposals and gave its opinion on their merits. The Working Group recommended all the proposals to the Committee for selection in 2009. 

48. The Committee followed the recommendations of the Working Group, thanked it for its competent opinion and congratulated the States Parties concerned for the selection of their programme, project or activity, as follows
 : 
	Submitting 
State(s)
	Element

	Bolivia, Chile, Peru


	Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage of Aymara communities in Bolivia, Chile and Peru

	Indonesia


	Education and training in Indonesian Batik cultural heritage for elementary, junior, senior, vocational high school and polytechnic students in collaboration with Batik Museum in Pekalongan

	Spain


	Centre for traditional culture – school museum of Pusol pedagogic project


49. The Intangible Cultural Heritage Section of UNESCO is very active in keeping up to date its Internet site www.unesco.org/culture/ich. The elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, as well as the programmes, projects and activities for safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage selected by the Committee, the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention, the written comments of States Parties, the resolutions of the General Assembly and the decisions of the Intergovernmental Committee and the reports of the different sessions of the statutory bodies are available. The working documents for each session are also accessible with a password communicated to all States Parties as well as to accredited organizations, public or private bodies and persons invited to the session, in conformity with Article 42 of the Rules of Procedure.

h)
Revision of the Operational Directives

50. At its first four sessions (1.COM ; 1.EXT.COM ; 2.COM ; 2.EXT.COM
), the Committee elaborated a set of operational directives approved by the General Assembly at its second session in June 2008 enabling the Convention to become fully operational. In the light of experience acquired by the Committee during the first cycle of the implementation of the Convention, and in particular taking into account the recommendations formulated by the Subsidiary Body responsible for the examination of nominations for inscription to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2009 (see paragraph 39 of this report), the Committee has proposed to revise some paragraphs of the Operational Directives. The Committee decided at its forth session to propose to the General Assembly to amend certain paragraphs of the Operational Directives. Not wishing to follow the recommandations of the Subsidiary Body establishing limitations on the number of nominations to be examined in a given cycle, the Committee recommended to the General Assembly to include on the agenda of its third session in June 2010 an item allowing all States Parties to discuss other amendments to the Operational Directives and to form a working group, to which the open ended intergovernmental working group established by the Committee during its fourth session should report the results of its discussion on this matter in the light of the experience of the first annual cycle of nominations for the Representative List. It also decided, on an exceptional basis relating only to the nominations proposed for evaluation in 2010, that the Secretariat and the Subsidiary Body examine with priority the nominations for the Representative List submitted by States Parties that do not have elements inscribed on such List, have few elements inscribed on it or have presented multinational nominations. The Committee further made adjustments to a number of the deadlines for the Urgent Safeguarding List, International Assistance, and proposals of programmes, projects and activities (Article 18) to harmonize better with the deadlines proposed by the Subsidiary Body for the Representative List
.

�. Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 3 and document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/3


�.	At the end of May 2009, the Secretariat had received 56 replies to the questionnaire sent to States Parties and others on this issue. These contributions are available on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich" ��www.unesco.org/culture/ich� in the language in which they were sent (English or French).


� 	Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 6 and Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/6


�.	The comments of States Parties are available on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich" ��www.unesco.org/culture/ich� in the language in which they were sent (English or French).


�. 	Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 7 and Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/7


� 	Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 8 and Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/8


�.	Paragraph 5 in the �HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/directives/"��Operational Directives�: “With a view to their evaluation by the Committee, nominations shall be examined by preferably more than one advisory organization accredited in conformity with Article 9.1 of the Convention. In conformity with Article 8.4, the Committee may invite public or private bodies and/or private persons with recognized competence in the field of intangible cultural heritage, in order to consult them on specific matters. No nomination will be examined by (a) national(s) of the State(s) Party(ies) submitting the nomination.”


�. 	Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 18 and Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/18 Rev.


�. 	Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 20 and Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/20


�.	Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/3COM/" ��3.COM� 9 and Document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/9.


�.	Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 9 and Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/9.


�.	Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 10 and Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/10.





�.	See report of the Chairperson of the Committee, Document ITH/08/� HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/3COM/" ��3.COM�/CONF.203/INF.5.


�.	See report of the Chairperson of the Committee, Document ITH/09/� HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM�/CONF.209/INF.5.


�.	Idem.


�.	Idem.


�.	For each request, the names of four examiners were proposed, as well as a brief description of each element presented.  For each examiner, identical basic information was provided and accompanied by a brief presentation of qualifications (status, experience, affiliation, country) In identifying these candidate examiners and in conformity with the Operational Directives and Decision 3.COM 10, the Secretariat took into consideration: their competence in the subject (concerning field, region, language, safeguarding measures, etc.) ; specificities and regional peculiarities ; and the need for geographical balance.


�.	For approved requests, see Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 11.01, 4.COM 11.02 et 4.COM 11.03





�.	For the complete list of nominations in 2009, see Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM �13.


�.	See Document ITH/09/� HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM�/CONF.209/13


�. Decisions � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 13.01-76 


�.	For the complete list of inscriptions in 2009, see Decisions � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 14.01-12


�.	See the report of the Chairperson of the Committee, Document ITH/09/� HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM�/CONF.209/INF.5.


�.	For each request, the names of four examiners were proposed, as well as a brief description of each element presented.  For each examiner, identical basic information was provided and accompanied by a brief presentation of qualifications (status, experience, affiliation, country) In identifying these candidate examiners and in conformity with the Operational Directives and Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/3COM/" ��3.COM �10, the Secretariat took into consideration: their competence in the subject (concerning field, region, language, safeguarding measures, etc.) ; specificities and regional peculiarities ; and the need for geographical balance.


�.	For the complete List 2009, see Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 15.


�.	See Document ITH/09/� HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM�/CONF.209/15 “Evaluation of proposals of programmes, projects and activities as best reflecting the principles of the Convention (Article 18)”.


�. 	Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM�/15B


�. 	For the Committee’s activities concerning these four sessions, see the Committee report on its activities between the first and the � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/2GA/" ��second sessions of the General Assembly�, Document ITH/08/2.GA/CONF.202/4.


�. Decision � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/" ��4.COM� 19 et document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/19
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