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✓ The global ocean covers 71% of the Earth surface 
and contains about 97% of the Earth’s water.

✓ All people on Earth depend on the Ocean (i.e. 
climate regulation)

✓ 4,7 billón of U$ exposed annually to coatal
inundation

✓ 680 million people in low-lying coastal zones (65 
million SIDS; at least 10% indigenous people)

✓ By 2050, projected to reach more than one 
billion.

✓ CO2 emissions from human activities are causing 
ocean warming (SLR), acidification, oxygen loss; 
changing nutrient cycle & primary production.

✓ Affecting marine biodiversity at multiple trophic 
levels & Observed changes in biogeography –
community composition

✓ Biodiversity stress is exacerbated by non-climate 
pressures from human activities

✓ Climate continues to be looming risks to 
humanity (GRR, 2021)



All people on the Earth 
(“ocean planet”) will 
benefit in a healthy &
resilient ocean, and by 
preserving their services 
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*GHG = Green House Gases  
Sierra-Correa & Cantera-Kintz, in press





WORKING WITH PRIVATE SECTOR

ITEMS CARIBBEAN PACIFIC

Aerial biomass 64,8 Mg C ha-1 16,3% 71,9 Mg C ha-1 32,6%

Roots 25,8 Mg C ha-1 4,9% 2,7 Mg C ha-1 2,7%

necromass 13,1 Mg C ha-1 2,5% 2,9 Mg C ha-1 2,9%

Soils 417,4 Mg C ha-1 80,1% 142,2 Mg C ha-1 64,5%

TOTAL 521,3 Mg C ha -1 220,24 Mg C ha-1

DRMI Cispata (Caribbean coast)  8570,9 ha 
with 555.795,93 Mg C (Yepes et al., 2015). 

Bahía Málaga (Pacific coast) 3470,45 ha 
with 764.887,2 Mg C (INVEMAR, 2015). 

NEW SCIENTIFIC QUESTIONS
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There is not 
another 
“Ocean 

Planet” as a  
Plan B

THE ACTION IS NOW!

THANKS

paula.sierra@invemar.org.co


