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Belize Barrier Reef Reserve 

System

 Cluster Site:

 Bacalar Chico National Park and Marine Reserve- 11,399 

ha

 Glover’s Reef Marine Reserve- 35,067 ha

 South Water Caye Marine Reserve- 47,700 ha

 Sapodilla Cayes Marine Reserve- 15,619 ha

 Laughing Bird Caye National Park- 4,095 ha

 Blue Hole Natural Monument- 414 ha

 Halfmoon Caye National Monument- 3,954 ha



Key 

Accomplishments:

 Fisheries Resources Act; National Fisheries Policy, Strategy 
and Action Plan

 Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan and Regional 
guidelines; currently being updated.

 Parrotfish ban since 2009; improved coral health over last 
decade (currently highest reef health score in the region)

 National Rollout of Manage Access

 Adaptive Management Plans- Lobster and Conch

 Expansion of marine reserve network (increase areas 
under protective status; proposed expansion of 
replenishment zones up to 10% of territorial waters

 Update of the Mangrove regulations and the 
Environmental Impact Assessment regulations

 Moratorium- Offshore Oil Exploration

 Promoting value added products, improving efficiency 
within the supply and value chains and seeking higher 
value markets for the fisheries sector



Coral Restoration

Addressing invasive species



Desired State of Conservation -2016
Assistance from:

• UNESCO World 

Heritage 

Programme
• IUCN

• Key National 

Stakeholders

BBRRS removed from 

WH “in Danger” List 

in 2018; mangrove 

reserves pending



Desired State of Conservation -2016



Resilient 
Reefs
Initiative

The Resilient Reefs Initiative is committed to 

working with each site to develop a 

resilience strategy that directly responds to 

the site’s core challenges, and integrates 

resilience into the site’s management 

processes. 



Developing a Resilience Strategy for the 

BBRS
 Belize is one of five World Heritage coral reef sites selected 

 The resilience strategy will set a bold vision for the future, be 
innovative and integrated in its thinking, and will prioritize 

implementing local short and long-term solutions that will 
directly address the reef and reef community’s vulnerabilities.

Appointment of a 
Chief Resilience 

Officer  

Strategy 
launch

Site establishment 

Due diligence, understanding local context, 
contract execution, CRO recruitment

Strategy development

Resilience Assessment, stakeholder 
engagement, research & capacity building

Action implementation

Design and deliver resilience actions, develop 
partnerships, measure impact and share and 

scale learnings



Thank you!
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