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The 4th Pacific World Heritage Workshop (5-9 September 2011, Apia, Samoa) was organised by 
UNESCO with support from the Australian Government Department of Sustainability, Environ-
ment, Water, Population and Communities in cooperation with the Ministry for Natural Resources 
and Environment (Samoa), the Ministry for Education, Sports & Culture (Samoa) and the Samoan 
National Heritage Coordinating Committee. This Pacific World Heritage Workshop provided the 
opportunity for a broad ranging discussion on the achievements and remaining challenges fac-
ing World Heritage in the Pacific sub-region.  This report provides a summary of the discussions 
and recommendations from the workshop.

Despite its extraordinary cultural and biological diversity and richness, the Pacific is recognised 
by the World Heritage Committee as one of the most under-represented regions on the World 
Heritage List. Moreover, the Pacific region requires special assistance for the more effective 
implementation of the World Heritage Convention, as it faces special challenges related to its 
unique geographical, cultural and social characteristics.

The Pacific 2009 Programme, launched in 2003, has been instrumental in improving the repre-
sentation of the region on the World Heritage List.  The region now has four (4) more inscribed 
sites since 2003, and it is a remarkable achievement comparing to 1 inscribed site before initia-
tion of the Pacific 2009 Programme in 2003.  A majority of Pacific Islands Countries have now rati-
fied the Convention.  Tentative Lists have been developed by many States Parties in the region 
and several sub-regional, national and local capacity building workshops have taken place.

In framing this report, the Workshop recalls the powerful statement made to the 31st session of the 
World Heritage Committee in 2007 in Christchurch that explained to the world the characteristics 
of the cultures, lands and seas of the Pacific. This statement underpins the continuing work in this 
program and is the framing of this report – including the centrality of community and culture in all 
we do, and the unifying importance of the oceans. The establishment of the 5th ‘C’ as part of the 
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World Heritage Committee’s strategic objectives is also fundamental to our work (By the decision- 
Decision 31COM 13B -of the World Heritage Committee, ‘Communities’ was added to enhance the 
role of communities in the implementation of the World Heritage Convention)

Accelerating rates of consumption of natural resources and population growth are root causes 
of most global environmental problems. Current consumption patterns stress limited natural 
resources, contribute to global warming, and create wasteful and toxic by products that affect 
the quality of life and the health of communities. This is the context that conservation efforts for 
natural and cultural heritage work within.

While the workshop necessarily focused on some new initiatives and the identification of the ma-
jor challenges that still persist, the workshop allowed the participants to reflect on the tremendous 
achievements that have been made since the first Pacific Action Plan was agreed at Tongariro in 
2004. By 2009, 12 PICs had ratified the Convention, 7 PICTs had inscribed sites, 9 countries had sub-
mitted tentative lists and a regional network of heritage practitioners had been established. 

Australia is soon to conclude its four year term on the World Heritage Committee, following New 
Zealand’s four year term on the committee.  The workshop acknowledged the leadership and 
support from New Zealand and Australia over the decade in supporting greater participation of 
Pacific Island States Parties in the World Heritage Convention, and progress toward shared goals.  
Donor agencies have also contributed to this progress and the Workshop also acknowledged 
their support from other donors such as Nordic Foundation.

The workshop participants appreciated the financial support of the Government of Australia for 
organising the Pacific Workshop in collaboration with the UNESCO Office for the Pacific States 
and UNESCO World Heritage Centre. Participants also commended the Government of Samoa 
for its generous and warm hospitality with particular thanks to the Ministry for Natural Resources 
and Environment (Samoa), the Ministry for Education, Sports & Culture (Samoa) and the Samoan 
National Heritage Coordinating Committee. 

The Workshop was attended by participants from 14 Pacific Member States, representatives from 
French Polynesia and New Caledonia, as well as representatives of the Advisory Bodies – IUCN 
and ICOMOS – as well as representatives from SPREP, SPC, USP, PIMA and ICOMOS Pacifika.   A full 
list of participants is included as Annex I.

The agenda for the workshop is available at Annex II and focused on the following key issues:

   Establishment and Governance of the Pacific Heritage Hub
   Capacity Building Strategy

The outcomes of each of these will extend beyond this meeting.



4

The Workshop held a rich and productive discussion of the state of Pacific implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention and valued the opportunity to share experiences.

Reflection on the Periodic Reporting process was provided through the Country Report presenta-
tions, the presentation of the preliminary analysis of outcomes of the process, and from the ple-
nary and small group discussions.

Pacific Island States Parties did not participate in the 1st cycle of Periodic Reporting, and only a 
small number of State Parties were required to complete Part II of the Periodic Reporting ques-
tionnaire in the 2nd cycle. Many participants are therefore relatively new to this process and 
observing its outcomes for the first time.

Analysis of the sub-regional picture is not yet complete or able to be carefully studied. However, 
based on the preliminary analysis of the reports and discussions held at the workshop, several 
key points can be reported:

Convention. Two State Parties (i.e. Nauru and Tuvalu) are working on their ratification of the 
Convention; and 5State Parties have inscribed World Heritage sites and have issues relat-
ing to their long-term sustainability, management, conservation and protection while two 
Pacific SIDS (i.e. Cook Islands and Niue) are working on their tentative list entries and some 
countries such as Fiji, FSM and Palau are working on their first World Heritage inscriptions.

-
land reports, and there was a strong support for the suggestion that SID report should be 
analysed separately in the summary report.

to advance a number of complementary goals, such as community awareness and building 
capacity at the national level (including training).

finan cial resources, and inventories are considered to be inadequate. For example, inventories 
are not in place for many aspects of the natural and cultural heritage. Those inventories that 
exist are not comprehensive, not easily accessible, and cannot effectively underpin the World 
Heritage activities of the States Parties. 

States Parties to protect their natural and cultural heritage. However, it is generally recogn-
ised that most immediate threats to Pacific island natural and cultural sites are non-climatic. 
These include: land use change, habitat destruction, modification of river flow, freshwa-
ter pollution, over-exploitation of resources, and invasive species. While projected climate 
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change impacts will be felt over the next 10-15 years, human induced impacts are immedi-
ate, acute, and locally generated.

-
tries. As a result, the benefits of participation in the World Heritage Convention are not read-
ily recognised. There is a need for community awareness and educational materials that can 
improve on the current situation.

of ICOMOS Pasifika and the Pacific Regional Office of IUCN are very welcome steps in this 
long-term goal.

-
ued reliance on outside financial support. 

protection generally, and for World Heritage in particular. They therefore rely very heavily on 
the Advisory Bodies and other countries for technical advice.

In terms of the process itself, many States Parties reported technical and other difficulties in 
completing the Periodic Reporting questionnaire. On the other hand, some State Parties noted 
that the process of completing the questionnaire had assisted them to more specifically identify 
their gaps in institutional development, and to prioritise future activity.

The workshop noted that a more detailed supplementary report on Periodic Reporting in the 
Pacific will be provided to the World Heritage Centre by the mentor, Paul Dingwall; and the Pe-
riodic Reporting process for Asia-Pacific will involve the circulation of a summary to all States 
Parties prior to the Regional Meeting to finalise the Periodic Report in Suwon, Republic of Korea, 
in December 2011. 

The recommendation endorsed by the workshop in regard of the four key issues was indicated 
in “V. Recommendation part” separately to be easily identified and stressed.

The Pacific World Heritage Action Plan (2010-2015) is periodically updated, and provides an oppor-
tunity for Pacific Islands State Parties to incorporate the findings of the Periodic Reporting process 
into their programs. 

The many small amendments, revised timing, and additions made through the Country Reports will 
be used to update the national actions in the Pacific World Heritage Action Plan (2010-2015), follow-
ing the opportunity for participants to send further amendments to the World Heritage Centre (up to 
the end of November 2011). The section of the Action Plan concerning regional actions was reviewed 
by the workshop. All actions were retained, some new actions were added and modifications were 
made as required to update the progress achieved or to sharpen the focus of proposed activity.
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UNESCO will finalise the revised Action Plan following submission of further amendments.  The 
updated Action Plan will be submitted to the 36th session of the World Heritage Committee for 
information in June 2012.

The implementation of many of the activities in the Action Plan (2010-2015) will be progressed 
through the successful establishment and operation of the Pacific Heritage Hub.

The workshop formed a small working group in order to facilitate in-depth discussion on the Action 
Plan for its update.  In this regard, the future possibilities for Transboundary Nomination was iden-
tified and highlighted, which could be pursued by States Parties at regional level within the given 
timeframe and could be strongly backed up by each State Party concerned at national level.

As part of the workshop program, a working group discussed the current possibilities for trans-
boundary nominations. It was noted by the workshop that transboundary nominations offer some 
interesting possibilities, and desirable opportunities for collaboration between the States Parties 
of the Pacific. It was also noted that transboundary nominations can be very challenging, par-
ticularly for States Parties that already struggle to develop adequate institutional capacity, legal 
protection and resources for heritage protection and management. The technical approaches to 
transboundary properties are not fully understood by all States Parties, and would need further 
careful examination.

In many of the cases discussed, there were no clear divides between the tangible and intangible 
and natural and cultural values. The workshop noted the following transnational projects cur-
rently being considered:

recent session of the World Heritage Committee (WHC35) and deferred to allow the State 
Parties to work on certain aspects of the file. The nomination process allowed a number of 
lessons to be learned, including the advantage of earlier (or ‘upstream’) advice from the Ad-
visory Bodies, and assistance with inventories and management issues.

November 2011 to explore the possibilities for expanding the current work to include sites 
in other countries associated with the spiritual links and connections to this place, and its 
associations with Polynesian migration. 

A number of other future possibilities were briefly discussed, although these are just ideas at this 
point. It is expected that the establishment of the Pacific Heritage Hub, as well as the developing 
‘upstream’ processes of the Advisory Bodies might assist with the further consideration of these 
possibilities.

The current and future possibilities for transboundary nominations in the Pacific were noted by the 
workshop, and many of these are included in the Action Plan (as part of the country-specific actions 
identified by each State Party). Some of these ideas might be advanced as ‘multinational’ entries 
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in the Lists established through the 2003 Convention for 
the Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

The workshop recalled that there are a number of docu-
ments that can assist with the work on transboundary 
World Heritage nominations, such as the thematic stud-
ies of IUCN, the report of the 2005 meeting on themes for 
transboundary cultural nominations in the Pacific (Port 
Vila), and the two ICOMOS thematic studies prepared for 
the Pacific (Cultural Landscapes, 2007; Early Settlement 
and Navigation, 2010). These last two documents were 
provided in pdf format to all workshop participants.

The workshop noted and welcomed the Pacific Heri-
tage Hub scoping study report by Tierramar Consult-
ing. The study was commissioned by UNESCO with 
funding from the Australian Government in response 
to an action in the Pacific World Heritage Action Plan 
(2010-2015).

The Hub aims to improve networking and knowledge management; capacity building and part-
nerships and sustainable funding for World Heritage and related heritage work in the region. 
These have been identified as core needs by Pacific State Parties since 2003 to enable Pacific 
island countries to effectively protect and manage their heritage. The meeting recognised the 
need to find an advocate to raise the profile of Pacific Heritage and find funding and training op-
portunities. It also noted the potential to use the internet in achieving these outcomes

The workshop noted that the Pacific Heritage Hub is a regional mechanism within the UNESCO 
framework. The workshop further noted that UNESCO is not a funding agency, and financial and 
other resources will need to be sought from donors and participating State Parties. It is expected 
that Pacific Island State Parties will take ownership of the Pacific Heritage Hub and contribute to its 
long-term sustainability.

Several parts of the proposal for a Pacific Heritage Hub were discussed by the workshop and are 
reported below. They are: 

Chief Roi Mata's Domain, Vanuatu
© Vanuatu National Cultural Council 
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The scoping study recommends a model and governance system for the Hub and provides a 
preliminary estimate of costs for its establishment and ongoing operation.

A key issue for the Hub is that it needs to link with existing institutions, avoid duplication, meet 
country needs and be inclusive in assisting the implementation of the action plan

SPREP and USP were  considered as potential host locations for the Hub. The scoping study’s fi-
nal recommendation is to locate the Hub at USP because of its commitment to ongoing resourc-
ing of the Hub. USP gave an assurance that it acts across the region, not only in the countries that 
financially contribute to USP. The meeting welcomed the generous offer by USP to host the hub 
and provide ongoing operational funding.

The meeting noted the consultant’s recommendation that an establishment committee be set up.

Capacity building has many aspects, and is a key driving factor in the development of the Pacific 
Heritage Hub. A working group spent some time specifically discussing the possibilities for heri-
tage training in the region. 

The workshop noted the relevance of the World Heritage Committee’s Global Capacity Building 
Strategy (2010); and warmly welcomed the generous support for capacity building for the conser-
vation of World Heritage in Small Island Developing States offered by the Japanese Government.

Capacity must be built at a number of levels – societal, 

transfer of skills to the next generation, and enhance 
the development of in-region skills. The workshop re-
called the paper prepared at the Pacific World Heritage 
Workshop in Cairns in 2008 (attached), and the train-
ing needs analysis conducted by PIMA in establishing 
ICOMOS Pasifika in 2007. The workshop was also in-
terested to explore further the example provided by 
the Caribbean States Parties which have developed a 
series of training modules, using the capacities of uni-
versities in the sub-region. It was considered that this 
model might work well for the Pacific.

Cave drawings, Fels Cave,  
Chief Roi Mata's Domain, Vanuatu
© Vanuatu National Cultural Council 
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Building on these foundations, the workshop discussed the need for a ‘tiered’ approach to heri-
tage training:

Education

Benchmarking

Management Capacity Building

Institutional Capacity Building

Awareness raising

Most of the discussion focused on the first, most basic level of this set of tiers (which were imag-
ined as a pyramid). This ‘tier’ would be oriented toward decision makers, site managers, Rangers, 
and communities. In developing materials, the workshop agreed that case studies are particularly 
useful – bringing concepts and terms into a relevant and understandable context. These modules 
need to be cross-sectoral. This is perceived as a set of materials and tools – a Pacific Kit.

The first ‘layer’ would support the development of the essential institutional arrangements – 
building inventories, enacting legislation, developing national cultural policies, creating heri-
tage awareness.

The second ‘layer’ would support the development of management capacity, including tourism 
planning, conservation planning, development of sustainable development guidelines, restora-
tion manuals, etc.

The third ‘layer’ involves the ability to elaborate the values of cultural and natural sites in a regional 
context, and beginning to understand how local values can be translated into regional and global 
contexts. This is very challenging. In this ‘layer’ it is possible to define research questions and pri-
orities, and begin networking with many different specialist disciplines. This third ‘layer’ is ideally 
where the nomination of properties to the World Heritage List should occur, with the support of 
Governments, and the engagement and involvement of communities (recalling the 5th ‘C’).

The fourth ‘layer’ enables effective monitoring and reporting of the long-term conservation of 
the natural and cultural heritage.

The fifth and most important layer is education. Heritage places should be venues for education 
and learning, maintaining a central role of the society and feeding back into the first layer to cre-
ate heritage awareness.
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The workshop acknowledged the importance of the national focal points for World Heritage in 
transferring knowledge and experience within each State Party. The workshop noted the fre-
quent change of personnel working on World Heritage. It is important to reduce the vulnerabil-
ity to the capacity arising from the staff changes.

The workshop concluded by noting the advances in the number of Pacific Islands States Par-
ties that have ratified the Convention, and the increase in the number of sites from the Pacific 
in the World Heritage List. However, the workshop also considers that the State Parties require 
the strengthening of capacity for national and regional focal points and institutions and com-
munities. We need to implement the capacity building programs identified by the State Parties to 
enhance regional partnerships.

This item was discussed in light of Australia’s completion of its 4-year term on the World Heritage 
Committee this year.  Both Australia and New Zealand were able to provide considerable support and 
stimulus for World Heritage activities in the Pacific during their terms on the World Heritage Commit-
tee and told the Workshop of the benefits of having a Pacific representative on the Committee. 

The workshop welcomed the announcement by Palau that it will stand for the election of the 
World Heritage Committee at the Conference of State Parties in November 2011, and that Papua 
New Guinea will stand for election to the UNESCO Executive Board. An initial expression of inter-
est by Tonga was withdrawn in the candidacy for the WH Committee members. The workshop 
also welcomed the advice provided by Australia and New Zealand concerning the election pro-
cesses and committee membership. 

East Rennell, Solomon Islands © OUR PLACE The World Heritage Collection
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The workshop identified the following longer term trends affecting the implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention in the Pacific sub-region.

1.  Role of heritage in society: Participants emphasized the importance of cultural and natural 
heritage in sustaining identity and the well-being of the peoples of the Pacific.  In addition, 
however, they noted that the cultural and natural heritage of the Pacific is valuable as major 
assets for the sustainable future of Pacific Island States and Territories. Participants argued that 
maximizing this benefit will require the building of new partnerships – including with the pri-
vate sector and the tourism industry, and support for cultural industries and heritage-based 
enterprises at the local level.

2.  Full participation by all Pacific Island States Parties: There are 2 State Parties still working to-
ward their ratification of the World Heritage Convention. The workshop participants wish to 
find ways to assist and encourage them to continue their work.

3.  Sustainability as a framing for heritage management: The workshop noted that sustainability 
is a useful coordinating idea for heritage activities. Attaching heritage to the broad long-term 
needs of society is needed to ensure that heritage can be an element of social cohesion, gain-
ing sufficient political and public support.

4.  Drawing on the experiences of other Small Island Developing States: The workshop also not-
ed that the work on heritage and sustainability for Small Island Developing States provides 
useful guidance to the development of capacity for heritage in the Pacific.

5.  Capacity building at all levels: The workshop discussed the need for a ‘tiered’ approach to heri-
tage training, decision makers, site managers, Rangers and communities.

6.  Relevance of Socio-Cultural Planning to World Heritage: The workshop discussed a number 
of important links with Cultural Planning in the region, noting the importance of the Forum 
Secretariat Pacific Plan component for a Regional Cultural Strategy, and the development of 
Cultural Policies in many States Parties. 

7.  Importance of Cultural Mapping and Participatory Planning approaches: Natural and cultural 
mapping and participatory planning methods are occurring through other initiatives (such as 
the NBSAPs, and Cultural Mapping work supported by SPC). The Workshop considered these 
to be important techniques for the further development of national and regional heritage in-
ventories and management approaches. It was noted that mapping of endangered cultural 
heritage is currently underway in a number of State Parties.

8.  Working with other Conventions for Nature and Culture: The workshop noted the growing 
interest in the ways in which World Heritage activities intersect with other natural and cultural 
conventions. The States Parties of the region actively participate in a wide range of conventions 
for the protection of nature, leading to some issues of duplication of reporting, and lack of coor-
dination of activities. On the other hand, some innovative links have been established between 
some States Parties in the region, with specific strategies for meeting the targets contained in 
environmental agreements. In the cultural sector, there is growing interest in 2003 Convention 
for Intangible Cultural Heritage and the 2001 Convention for Underwater Cultural Heritage. 
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9.  The ‘Pacific Voice’: While the future of direct representation to the World Heritage Committee 
cannot be known at this time, the workshop expressed concern that mechanisms are needed 
to ensure that ‘the Pacific voice’ continues to be heard.

10.  Emergence of heritage tourism planning and management as a priority: Within the identi-
fied management challenges for the heritage of the Pacific, participants expressed an in-
creasing interest in tourism planning as a priority.

11.  Support for the Advisory Bodies to work ‘upstream’ on potential nominations: The work-
shop was interested to learn about the recently launched pilot activities to enhance the abil-
ity of the Advisory Bodies to work more effectively with States Parties prior to a nomination 
being considered by the Committee (‘upstream’). Because there is a small amount of experi-
ence in preparing nominations in the region, the States Parties in the Pacific are very inter-
ested to work ‘upstream’ with the Advisory Bodies, to help prepare effective and complete 
nomination files. These processes should involve counterparts in the region so that capacity 
building gains are also realized.

12.  Use of Land Use Planning and Marine Special Planning as Tools for Heritage Protection 

and Management: The workshop noted that land use planning is increasingly recognized 
as an important avenue to support conservation, and encourage sustainable uses, including 
in buffer zones.

13.  Response to Urgent Threats: Participants commented on the number of management is-
sues following inscription. There is concern that there are insufficient mechanisms to deal 
with immediate threats. 

14.  Maintaining Government Support: Despite efforts taken by States Parties to increase aware-
ness, the workshop observed that there are instances where World Heritage slips as a govern-
ment priority. This can increase the pressure on the World Heritage properties, and leave associ-
ated communities, focal points and practitioners poorly resourced, unsupported and isolated.

15.  Ensuring that Communities Benefit from World Heritage Activities: Workshop participants 
noted that communities do not always anticipate the effects of World Heritage listing (eg. in-
creased tourism interest), and can have unmet expectations regarding the availability of donor 
funds to support conservation. Finding mechanisms to ensure that local communities are the 
main beneficiaries from World Heritage activities is a major and important challenge. 

16.  Ensuring continued information sharing and exchange: Workshop participants discussed 
the possibility of holding another regional meeting within 2 years to allow the monitoring 
and evaluation of the Action Plan and the exchange of experiences.
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ON PERIODIC REPORTING THE WORKSHOP AGREED TO:

in the presentation of the Asia-Pacific Periodic Report, so that the issues for the Pacific SIDS 
are visible. 

the top factors identified in the preliminary analysis of Periodic Reports for the Pacific Is-
lands and threats identified at the Workshop: invasive and alien species, climate change and 
severe weather events, development threats (eg logging at Rennell Island), services infra-
structure, loss of social and cultural uses of heritage, transport infrastructure, local condi-
tions affecting fabric of cultural values, and buildings and new development.

-
lands. (ie. conservation action, education, risk preparedness, visitor management, commu-
nity outreach) to the regional actions in the Pacific World Heritage Action Plan (2010-2015).

in future on the issues of concern to communities.

should be streamlined as far as possible.

ON THE REGIONAL ACTIONS UNDER THE PACIFIC WORLD HERITAGE ACTION PLAN 

(2010-2015) THE WORKSHOP AGREED TO:

conservation in the Pacific by:

   raising awareness of underwater cultural heritage
   encouraging ratification of the Underwater Cultural Heritage Convention by State Parties
    seeking assistance for related capacity building activities (eg for management, underwater  

archaeology, policy and legislative frameworks). (Proposed by Kiribati)

promotion to be held during 2012. (Australia)

natural and cultural heritage in the region, identified in the Periodic Reports.

2009 Program to be prepared and published before the 36th session of the World Heritage 
Committee in June 2012. The publication will include interviews and case studies on themes 
related to community, diverse values and interconnected histories and capacity building. 
(UNESCO, with Australian funding)

-
cies and endorsed the Culture and Education Regional Strategy for the Pacific.
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Kuk Site, Papua New Guinea © Jack Golson
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ON THE PACIFIC HERITAGE HUB THE WORKSHOP AGREED TO:

comprised of:

   SPREP, SPC and USP
   Samoa (with Tonga as reserve), Solomon Islands, Palau, Fiji, Australia

in an advisory capacity

    develop terms of reference for the Hub and its responsibilities for networking  
and knowledge management, capacity building and sustainable financing

    consider the legal status of the Hub
    establish suitable governance arrangements 
     define next steps for implementation, including any conditions that USP  

may attach to its hosting of the Hub
    define position descriptions, employment conditions and recruitment processes.

functional.

TO SUPPORT THE CANDIDATURE OF PALAU TO THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE 

AND PNG TO THE UNESCO EXECUTIVE BOARD, THE WORKSHOP AGREED TO:

States Parties in Paris in November, noting that there may be some limited funding available 
to support the costs of travel from UNESCO World Heritage Centre (However, PICs expressed 
concern that additional support eg. for the DSA was needed to enable the Pacific to be well 
represented)

countries outside the region

Palau will contribute to the work of the Committee 

Next Meeting

The Workshop agreed to hold another regional meeting within 2 years to allow the monitoring 
and evaluation of the Action Plan and the exchange of experiences.

 

Caption for photo
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We share a dream that our Pacific Islands’ heritage is protected  

and enriched for future generations. 

We the people of the Pacific Islands offer a unique contribution to the World Heritage community, 
through the enormous wealth of cultural diversity, as well as of the island and marine biodiversity 
of our region, much of which is endemic, and covers one third of the earth’s surface. 

For us, indigeneity is inseparable from heritage. Our indigeneity has the following characteristics:

economic and environmental well-being, now and for future generations;

through our cultural traditions;

the Pacific Islands region, which are woven together by the rich cultural, historical and ge-
nealogical relationships of Pacific Island peoples;

features and cultural places. These places are related to the origins of peoples, the land and 
sea, and other sacred stories;

-
nance of the traditional cultural practices, indigenous knowledge and systems of land and 
sea tenure in the Pacific.

This extraordinary heritage, moreover, is often managed through traditional practices that rein-
force the inseparable relationship between communities, cultures and environment that under-
pin sustainable development. 

1   This Action Plan for the implementation of the World Heritage Convention in the Pacific in the period 2010-2015 was de-
veloped by Delegates of Pacific States Parties and territories at the World Heritage Regional Workshops of Cairns (Australia, 
October 2008) and Maupiti (French Polynesia, November 2009).
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Noting our achievements since the creation of the Pacific World Heritage Action Plan 2004 – 2009, 
including:

Islands, Fiji, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micro-
nesia, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu. 

Federated States of Micronesia, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu. 

-
tage List, i.e. Kuk Early Agricultural Site, PNG; Chief Roi Mata’s Domain, Vanuatu, in addition to 
East Rennell, Solomon Islands, which was inscribed in 1998. 

World Heritage List, i.e. Lagoon of New Caledonia: Reef Diversity and Associated Ecosystem, 
France, in addition to Hawaiian Islands Volcanos, USA; Henderson Island, UK; Rapa Nui, Chile, 
which had been inscribed prior to 2004; 

achieved; 

-
cated, through the so-called “Pacific Appeal.” 2

2   The Appeal to the World Heritage Committee from Pacific Island State Parties, also known as the “Pacific Appeal”, was developed 
by Pacific delegates at the February 2007 Pacific World Heritage workshop held at Waitetoko Marae (Tongariro) in New Zealand. It 

Manono Island Consultation, Samoa © MNRE Samoa
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We recognise that the Pacific region continues to be the most under-represented region on the 
World Heritage List. In redressing this imbalance in representation and endeavouring to contin-
ue to build on the aforementioned achievements, the Pacific Island States face major challenges. 
These include: 

World Heritage List; 

and assistance and the ability of Pacific people to contribute to global forums; 

for the Pacific region, which masks some of the specific important national and regional 
heritage issues; 

which can limit their ability to have sites inscribed on the World Heritage List; 

-
tions to adequately manage the region’s cultural and natural heritage; 

Convention contributes to the protection and vitality of cultural and biological diversity; 

conservation in general, and World Heritage implementation in particular; 

world, with less capacity to respond to their impacts. Examples of these external influences 
include climate change, financial instability, globalisation of society and economy, techno-
logical development, commercialisation, energy supply and demand, natural disasters and 
tourism growth; 

its impacts and faces many difficulties in adapting to and mitigating its effects; 

-
spread and sometimes difficult to monitor (e.g. spread of pests and diseases), which can 
limit our ability to protect heritage; 

change and severe weather events, service infrastructure, loss of social and cultural uses of 
heritage and transport infrastructure.
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In the face of these challenges, our goals are to strengthen the implementation of the World Heri-
tage Convention in the Pacific Island region and increase local, regional and global awareness, 
recognition and support for the conservation of the unique cultural and natural heritage of the 
Pacific in a way that takes into account the traditions, aspirations, opportunities and challenges of 
its people. 

With a view to attaining these goals, and keeping in mind the “Strategic Objectives” (the Five “Cs”)3  
adopted by the World Heritage Committee, we have identified the following “Main Actions” as a 
framework for implementing the Convention in our region: 

Main Actions 

1.  Encouraging dialogue between communities, agencies and organisations within and out-
side the Pacific region to identify, promote and protect the region’s outstanding cultural 
and natural heritage to the global community;

2.  Enhancing local communities’ awareness of the benefits of preserving their cultural and 
natural heritage, and encouraging community participation (particularly by youth and 
women) in all stages of the World Heritage process.

3.  Supporting successful nominations for representation on the World Heritage list, by increas-
ing in-country capacity to identify suitable potential sites and prepare nomination dossiers 
that fully meet the requirements of the World Heritage Convention.

4.  Increasing in-country capacity at all levels, inclusive of indigenous people to develop best 
practices, management plans and arrangements to ensure effective protection of Pacific 
heritage sites, in a way that takes into account and recognises traditional knowledge and 
conservation practices for land, air and sea. 

5.  Assisting in the development of in-country heritage expertise in the Pacific by supporting 
technical assistance, where requested, including the development of a network of partner 
institutions within the region capable of providing technical services in the area of heritage 
conservation in a coordinated and integrated way. 

6.  Building partnerships between communities, heritage agencies, regional organisations, 
educational institutions and non-government organisations in the region, including the 
promotion of multilateral, bilateral cooperation and twinning programs between World 
Heritage sites and countries of the Pacific and beyond. 

7.  Assisting communities to develop and implement environmentally sustainable economic 
growth through heritage-related enterprises 

8.  Sharing information and data bases related to heritage (through properly informed consen-
sus), through regional strategies and communication networks that link island communities. 

 

3    See reference to the five Strategic Objectives in the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 
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9.  Supporting the development and implementation of effective policies and legislation for 
heritage by Governments in the region, including access and benefits sharing within the 
larger development portfolio.

10.  Establishing sustainable financing arrangements to support the effective conservation 
of Pacific heritage and building on other available funding sources and in-kind contribu-
tions.

11.  Sustaining the ongoing consultative process by bringing together the representatives of 
the Pacific Islands States and Territories on a regular basis.

Specific and detailed activities to give concrete implementation to the above “Main Actions” 
- at regional and national level – have been identified by the Pacific Delegates at the Maupiti 
Workshop in November 2009 and updated at the Apia Workshop in September 2011 are 

provided in the annexed table.
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East Rennell, Solomon Islands © UNESCO
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1.  A workshop on heritage based  
tourism development, manage-
ment and promotion will be held 
during 2012 (Australia).  Assess 
adequacy of existing sustainable 
tourism guidelines to protect and 
sustain natural and cultural heri-
tage properties and if necessary 
develop new version adapted to 
Pacific context

2,3,4,6, 
7,10 2 1

2.  Regional workshops to strengthen 
capacity to identify and respond to 
impacts of climate change should 
also address other key threats to 
Pacific heritage places identified 
in the periodic report and at the 
meeting and address all States not 
just low lying atolls.

4 2 1

3.  Develop a pilot field program to 
identify the impacts of coastal 
erosion on archaeological sites on 
small, low lying islands to provide 
data for the development of a 
conservation kit for communities to 
identify, record, collect and con-
serve cultural material eroding from 
coastal archaeological sites. (linked 
to Roi Mata) (linked to UNESCO 
SandWatch Programme)

4 1
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Relevant Strategic Objectives

Advisory 
Bodies,  
Australia

World  
Heritage 
Funds

ALL ALL 2013

SPC/
UNESCO 
Apia Office 
/ UNESCO 
WHC

UNESCO 
Apia Office

  Fiji noted that 
working on a 
pilot field pro-
gramme with 
Tuvalu.
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4.  Sub-regional training workshop(s) 
and direct technical assistance on 
developing nominations to ensure 
inscriptions of sites and manage-
ment plans. 

3, 4, 
5, 9 2 2 1

5.  Sustainable funding mechanism - 
Revise draft feasibility study based 
on consultations in Maupiti and 
disseminate it to state parties for 
review together with proposed 
steps forward.  

10 1 1 1 1 1

6.  Workshop on-site management - 
Managing sites with the local com-
munities - exchange of experiences 
Workshop to share experiences on 
the integration of indigenous and 
other local communities in conser-
vation strategies for heritage sites,  
focused on marine sites.

1,2,4, 
5,6,7,8 2 1

7.  Develop regional network on local 
and Pacific-wide links of Marae 
Taputapuatea / Te Po Complex and 
the Marquesas archipelago through 
a research on sites connected, fol-
lowed by a conference with neigh-
boring countries to choose sites to 
be nominated and discuss how to 
manage them.

1,3,8 1 2 2 2
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Relevant Strategic Objectives

(World  
Heritage 
Centre / 
Apia Office / 
Australia)

World  
Heritage 
Fund and 
Japan

Solomon 
Islands;  
Others

New Japan FIT  
to be launched in 
Oct 2011 for  
training  
workshops.

UNESCO 
Apia Office 2010

Sustainable  
funding now  
a PHH  
responsibility.

Ministry of 
Heritage 
French 
Polynesia / 
Ministry  
Environment 
of New  
Caledonia

co-funding

Niue, Palau, 
Samoa, Rapa 
Nui, FSM, 
French  
Polynesia, 
RMI, Tonga

French 
Polyne-
sia

2010-2011

Ministry 
Heritage 
French  
Polynesia

co-funding
France, 
Hawaii and 
others

2010-2011

To be impleme-
nted through 
Tap utapuatea 
workshop in 
November 2011  
in French  
Polynesia.
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8.  Polynesian Heritage Conference - 
WH Nominations in French Poly-
nesia and sharing of knowledge 
amongst islands - tangible and 
intangible elements 

2,6,8 1 2 2

9.   Establish a regional dialogue to 
enhance links between the World 
Heritage Convention and the 
Convention for the Protection of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
by establishing a project on tra-
ditional navigation and seafaring, 
canoe building and management 
of associated heritage places

1, 4, 8 2 2 2 1 2

10.  Develop a ‘plain language’  
publication for public use on the 
World Heritage Convention for 
translation by PICTS into local 
languages.

8 2 1

11.  Develop World Heritage educa-
tional material for communities 
and schools including the expan-
sion of World Heritage in Young 
Hands Programme throughout the 
region and linking it to the Pacific 
Education for Sustainable Devel-
opment (ESD) Programme/ NB 
include Web 2.0 - interaction and 
exchange and endorsed Cultural 
and Education Regional Strategy 
for the Pacific

1,2,3,4,
5, 8, 9    2 1 2
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Relevant Strategic Objectives

Different 
Ministries 
of French 
Polynesia

co-funding

France, US, 
New Zea-
land, Chile 
and others

French 
Polyne-
sia

2010-
2011

To be implemented 
through Taputa-
puatea workshop in 
November 2011 in 
French Polynesia.

UNESCO 
Apia Office

2002-
2015

On-going through 
ICH safeguard-
ing workshops in 
2010/2011.

Cook  
Islands/ 
UNESCO 
Apia Office

Australia / 
New Zea-
land

2010-
2011

States  
Parties/ 
UNESCO 
Apia Office

World  
Heritage 
Funds / NZ 
assistance

ALL

WHC 
and 
State 
Parties

2010-
2011

On-going within  
the framework of 
ESD by Apia Office.
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12.  Develop a Pacific Heritage  
Research program and plan that 
includes the identification of 
research themes relevant to the 
region to provide background 
material for trans-national, serial 
nominations 

3 1

13. Establish a Hub for Pacific Heri-
tage to strengthen and increase 
communication networks, co-
ordinate training opportunities 
and bring together donors and 
projects. The Hub TOR will be 
established by the Management 
Committee of regional agencies 
and state party representatives.

1, 2, 5, 8 2 2 2 1 2

14.  Carry out exchanges and  
placements using the model 
implemented through the African 
World Heritage Fund for individuals 
involved in the development of 
nominations and management of 
World Heritage properties .

5, 6 2 1
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Relevant Strategic Objectives

Aotearoa/ 
New Zea-
land/ UNES-
CO Apia 
Office

PHH  
responsibility.

UNESCO 
Apia Office / 
Australia

Australia / 
USP ALL 2010-2012

Interim  
Management 
Committee  
established with 
USP as host  
institute.

UNESCO 
Apia Office 2009-2015

PHH responsibility 
Lessons learned 
from the African 
World Heritage 
Fund suggested 
the needs of dif-
ferent approach in 
the Pacific.
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15.  Establish a Pacific Heritage Academy to pro-
vide regional professional and vocational 
training in cultural and natural heritage 
management. The Academy should link to 
existing technical, academy and university 
education programs in the region. Mod-
els to be explored should include ‘virtual’ 
academy, locating the academy at USP with 
partner universities and agencies within 
and around the region, flexible unit and 
course delivery, providing both short term 
accredited intensive training opportunities, 
work placements and longer term profes-
sional education linked to undergraduate 
and post graduate tertiary education. The 
Academy will also include a regional men-
toring program including exchanges and 
placements using the model implemented 
through the African World Heritage Fund 
for individuals involved in the develop-
ment of nominations and management 
of World Heritage properties. Specific 
activities include: 1) the establishment of 
a steering committee with representatives 
from UNESCO Apia, SPC, ICOMOS Pasifika, 
PIMA, IUCN Oceania, SPREP (UNESCO Apia 
to follow up); 2) The establishment of terms 
of reference for a feasibility study (Steering 
committee). Models for the Academy. Com-
mission a feasibility study (WHC); and 3) The 
review and implementation as appropriate 
of the recommendations of the feasibility 
study (steering committee).

3, 4, 5, 8 2 1 2

Relevant Strategic Objectives
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World Heri-
tage Centre 
/ UNESCO 
Apia Office / 
Australia

Australia 
(scoping 
study)

ALL 2010-2012 PHH  
responsibility.
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16 .  Enhance underwater Cultural 
Heritage protection as part of  
a holistic approach heritage  
conservation in the Pacific by:

 
underwater cultural heritage

Underwater Cultural Heritage 
Convention by State Parties

capacity building activities  
(eg for management, under-
water archaeology, policy  
and legislative frameworks 

4 2 1

17.  A volume in the World Heritage 
Papers series on the Pacific 2009 
Program will be prepared and 
published before the 36th session 
of the World Heritage Committee 
in June 2012.  The publications 
will include the interviews and 
case studies on themes related 
to community, diverse values 
and interconnected histories and 
ca22pacity building. (UNESCO, 
with Australian funding)

8 2 1
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Relevant Strategic Objectives

Kiribati ALL 2012-2015

World  
Heritage 
Center/
UNESCO 
Apia

Australia 2012-2015
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18.   Follow up of the Periodic  
Reporting process:

Regional Factors

1) Invasive and alien species
2)  Climate change and  

severe weather events
3) Service infrastructure 
4)  Loss of social and cultural  

uses of heritage
5) Transport infrastructure

Training Priorities

1) Conservation action
2) Education
3) Risk preparedness
4) Visitor management
5) Community outreach

4, 5, 6, 7 2 1

19 .  Develop transboundary  
nominations. 3 2 1
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Relevant Strategic Objectives

ALL 2012 - 2015

ALL 2012 - 2015
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Submit Tentative List
1)  Complete inventory of national 

sites2)National workshop (5 days) 
inviting ICOMOS

3) Develop OUV statements
4) Draw up List and submit

3.4 1

Establish a World Heritage web page
1)  Establish a World Heritage web 

page on the Ministry of Culture 
website

2)  Simplify World Heritage Convention 
and translate to Cook Islands Masi

1,2,8 1

Undertake a public awareness  
program on World Heritage 2 1 2

Train staff on the Focal ministry in the 
World Heritage process
1)  Investigate the development of an 

exchange programme for informa-
tion/knowledge including through 
staff exchanges in NZ (Tongariro) 
and AUS (Kakadu) with Cook Islands 
heritage managers  
(3-6 months) 2-4 people.

2) Investigate mentoring programmes 
using NZ and AUS heritage manag-
ers on a 2 weeks attachment to the 
Cook Islands.

3,4,5 1

Prepare a nomination for a  
trans-boundary cultural site 3,4 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Ministry of 
Culture

World  
Heritage 
Fund

2010

Ministry of 
Culture

Ministry of 
Culture 2010

Ministry of 
Culture

New  
Zealand, 
Australia, 
World  
Heritage 
Fund

2011-2013

Ministry of 
Culture 2015
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Prepare and submit a nomination 
dossier (technical expertise /  
resources)

3 1

Undertake a comparative analysis  
to establish the OUV of Nan Madol 
and Lelu Ruins

3 1

Develop management plans for  
Nan Madol and Lelu Ruins 4 1

Workshop/training  on preparing 
nomination and development of 
management plan

1 1 1 1 1

Preparing and submitting nomination 
for Levuka by 2010 3 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Preparation of documents to put  
Nan Madol on the Tentative List is 
ongoing by FSM HPO in coopera-
tion with international experts.

Mission of Japan Consortium 
visited Nan Madol site in February 
2011 in order to prepare an assess-
ment survey.  Information material 
on Nan Madol for awareness raising 
and promotion of the site is being 
finalised by Japan Consortium and 
FSM. A mission of the Director of 
UNESCO Apia Office carried out in 
2011 resulted in UNESCO financial 
assistance to FSM for archaeologi-
cal research and emergency inter-
vention at Nan Madol site, which 
will provide necessary information 
for the development of manage-
ment plan.

Samoa, 
UNESCO Apia, 
World Heri-
tage Centre

World  
Heritage 
Fund

2010

Community consultation workshop 
is planned for 2nd half of 2011 with 
assistance from new UNESCO/Japa-
nese Funds-in-Trust.

Department 
of Culture 
and Heritage/
Australia, New 
Zealand, con-
sultants

World 
Heritage 
Fund, Fiji 
Govern-
ment

2010 Nomination file submitted to  
UNESCO in 2011.
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Levuka by 2010 
1)  Finalise the nomination  

dossier for Levuka
2)  Review and comment on  

draft management plan
3)  Complete legal statue framework 

for natural World Heritage policy

Preparing and submitting  
nomination for 2nd site 
1)  Review Tentative List for natural and 

cultural site by examining sites from 
cultural mapping and protected 
area committee inventories

2)  National workshop -  NGO’s, Chiefs, 
Government

3)  Provincial workshop X 3  
Confederances

4)  Government – sustainable   
development committee

5) National youth workshop

4 1 2

Seek technical advice on develop-
ment of a legislative framework for 
National World Heritage policy

4, 9
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Department 
of Culture 
and Heri-
tage/Aus-
tralia, New 
Zealand, 
consultants

World  
Heritage 
Fund, Fiji 
Government

2010
Nomination file 
submitted to 
UNESCO in 2011.

Department 
of Culture 
and Heri-
tage/

World  
Heritage 
Fund, Fiji 
Government

2010

2009
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4342

Site management workshop –  
managing sites with the local  
communities – exchanges of  
experiences.

1, 2, 
4, 5, 
6, 7, 
8

2 1 2

Survey of the cultural and natural sites 
of the Marquises Islands 1, 3 1 2 2

Implementing a preliminary consulta-
tion process with all the concerned 
peoples for the inscription on the 
World Heritage List of two Polynesian 
heritage sites: Taputapuatea/ Te Pô, 
Opoa Valley and Marquises Islands

2, 6, 
7 2 2 1

Polynesian heritage conference, 
World Heritage nomination in French 
Polynesia and the sharing of knowl-
edge amongst islands, tangible and 
intangible elements

2,6,8 1 1

Structure regional Web on the links 
(local and Pacific-wide) of Marae Ta-
putapua Tea

1,3,8 1 2
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Ministry of 
Heritage + 
Environment 
+ New  
Caledonia

Co-funding 2010 – 2011

Ministry of 
Heritage + 
Environment

Co-funding 2010 – 2011

Workshop to  
be held in  
November 2011.

Ministry of 
Heritage Co-funding 2010 -  2011

Ministry of 
Heritage Co-funding 2010 – 2011
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4544

Investigate the possibility of holding 
a Pacific Heritage Work shop in a small 
island country (e.g. French Polynesia)

1, 11 1

Exchange indigenous technical 
expertise and monitoring program 
design among coral reef sites in the 
Pacific (New Caledonia, GBRMPA, PIPA, 
PMNM)

1,5, 
8,10 1 1 1 1 1

Seek partners to participate in  
World Sail (2012-2015) to continue 
voyaging traditions and connections 
among Pacific peoples and beyond

1,2    1 1

Hold in-country workshops to  
explore the potential advantages and 
disadvan tages of seeking additional 
WH designations in Hawaii

2,3 1   1 1

Facilitate networks and gatherings 
among indigenous experts involved 
in on-site cultural use planning and 
restoration of sites

1,2, 
4,5, 
8

1 1 1 1 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

2010

NOAA, PIPA Co-funding 2012

`Ohana Wa`a Co-funding 2010-2013

National 
Park Service, 
NOAA

Co-funding TBD

Cultural or-
ganizations Co-funding Initiate in 

2011
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4746

Support transboundary site  
nomination for Taputapuatea,  
Te Moana Nui a Kiwa etc. 

1,6  1  1  

Assist with site restoration needs 
of other Pacific states (e.g. Raiatea) 
based on the work being done in 
Hawaii

1,4, 
5,6  1 1 1 1

Investigate the potential for a serial 
nomination with other Pacific Island 
states

1,2,6 1 1 1

Share experiences and information 
between other oceanic country states 
between the cultural advisory group 
for Papahanaumokuakea (PMNM) and 
other like groups or organizations.

1,2, 
4,5 1 1 1 1

Implement actions under the  
recent sister-site agreement between 
Papahanaumokuakea (PMNM) and 
Phoenix Islands (PIPA) MPAs to en-
hance heritage protection

1,6, 
8,10 1 1 1 1

Conduct comparative research  
and on-site investigations of similar 
cultural sites (Hawaii, French Poly-
nesia, Kiribati, Tonga, Cook Islands, 
Tonga, Samoa etc.)

1,8 1 1 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

TBD

Cultural  
organiza-
tions

Co-funding TBD

National 
Park Service, 
NOAA

Ongoing

NOAA Co-funding Ongoing
Initiate with  
Marquesas in 
2010.

NOAA NOAA, PIPA, 
CI, NEAQ

Hawaii, 
Kiribati

Initiated in 
2009

Identified 2010 
priorities; seeking 
funding.

University 
of Hawaii, 
NOAA,  
other  
Pacific states

Co-funding TBD Initiate in 
2010
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H
A

W
A

II
 (

U
S

A
)

K
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A

T
I

Initiate partnerships for climate 
change research and monitoring and 
their impacts to heritage 

1 1 1 1 1

Develop, with technical assistance, 
an EIA and permit system for tourism 
operations in Natural and  
Cultural heritage sites.

3 1

Facilitate the management of World 
Heritage sites through exchanges, 
work experience opportunities etc.

4, 7 1 2

With technical assistance identify 
and assess cultural values in Kiribati 
and the process for nominating  
cultural properties

5 1

Establish Tentative List.

Safeguard intangible  
cultural heritage
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

NOAA, PIPA Co-funding 2011

Australia

PIPA added to the World 
Heritage List in 2010.

Cultural Mapping ongoing 
since 2005.

In Progress.
 
Eg. Te Abakana  
(a cultural civil war site 
dated back to the 1660.

Ratification in  
processing.
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5150

 
Strengthen heritage preservation 
with priority on Intangible Cultural 
Heritage – inventory-making, rati-
fication of the ICH Convention and 
nomination.

Financial assistance for Tentative List 
preparatory ground work 3,5 1

Capacity building through a visit by 
four national heritage committee 
members to undertake an observa-
tion tour to see sites in Vanuatu and 
Solomon Islands 

4,6 1

Legislation to cover tangible/intan-
gible cultural and natural heritage, 
plus policies and guidelines

9 1 1

Local workshops to increase  
awareness of heritage matters 2 1 1

Youth group familiarization tour 
to Tongariro heritage park in New 
Zealand

2, 4 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

ICH Safeguarding 
Workshop held in 
2011.

Department 
of Commu-
nity Affairs

WH Fund, 
GEF, UNDP, 
National 
Budget

2015

Department 
of Commu-
nity Affairs

WH Fund, 
GEF, UNDP, 
National 
Budget

2013 Ongoing.

Department 
of Commu-
nity Affairs

WHFund, 
GEF, UNDP, 
National 
Budget

2014 Ongoing.

Department 
of Commu-
nity Affairs

WH Fund, 
GEF, UNDP, 
National 
Budget

2015 Ongoing. 

Department 
of Commu-
nity Affairs

WH Fund, 
GEF, UNDP, 
National 
Budget

2012
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5352

 

Share experiences and information 
with GBRMPA to share information on 
marine park management

4, 6 1

Develop an inventory of terrestrial 
natural sites in New Caledonia 3 1

Seek external support to identify a na-
tional heritage list of potential World 
Heritage cultural sites in New Caledo-
nia and WF

5 1

Share experiences in the integra-
tion of indigenous communities in 
development and implementation of 
management plans for World Heri-
tage properties

1, 8 1 1

Seek financial support and technical 
expertise for WH from State Parties 
with external territories in the Pacific 
region

1 2

Share experiences and information 
with GBRMPA with an extension to 
Hawaii

4.6 1 1 1 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Australia & 
New Caledo-
nia

GBR & NCR 2009

Signing of a Declaration 
supporting the sustain-
able management of the 
Coral Sea between Aus-
tralia and France (New 
Caledonia) (10 March 
2010, Canberra).

GIP-CEN Internal & 
NGOs 2011

First workshop to review 
the implementation of 
the “Regional Wetlands 
Action Plan for the Pacific 
Islands” (August 2010 in 
Noumea, New Caledonia). 
Ongoing.

ICOMOS 
France, IUCN 
France, New 
Caledonia, 
PR, WF

New  
Caledonia

New 
Caledo-
nia, WF

2011 Coordinate to produce  
a list of sites.

Australia & 
New Caledo-
nia

SPREP, SPC, 
State Parties 2009

Ongoing in each site.  
Example for the north-
ern province: About fifty 
sessions. About three 
hundred people  
mobilised.

ICOMOS  
AUS, NC, 
France

New  
Caledonia

New 
Caledo-
nia

2013

New Caledo-
nia steering 
committee

New  
Caledonia  
& AIUS

Coordination to be 
implemented.
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5554

 
Submit a nomination for a cultural 
property 3 1

Investigate the potential for a serial 
nomination with Pacific Island states 1

Assist the Cook Islands to ratify the 
World Heritage Convention by July 
2009

5, 6 1

Seek assistance (technical/financial) 
for preparation of the Rock Islands 
nominations by September 2009

3 1

Submission of the transboundary 
Yapese Stone Money nomination. 3 1

Implementation of Yapese Stone 
Money management plan 4 1

Meetings of Palau National  
Commission for UNESCO with state 
resource management agencies and 
community members about World 
Heritage process

6 1 1

Review the tentative list and  
identify priority sites 3 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Feb-10

Completed.

Sep-09 IUCN/ICOMOS mission  
planned for Sep 2011.

Feb-09

Nomination file was considered 
by the Committee in June 2011 
but was deferred.  To be re-sub-
mitted by target January 2012.

Plan to seek assistance to 
nominate Imeong Cultural  
Village and Aimeliik Terraces.
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5756

 

Establish on-going professional skills 
training in heritage management 
& conservation planning through 
regional programmes

2,4, 
5,6, 
7,8, 
9,10

1

Request WHC for Preparatory  
Assistance for nomination dossiers  
of sites on the Tentative List 

3.9 1 1 1

Develop Institutional Arrangements 
for the implementation of the World 
Heritage Convention including es-
tablishment of PNG National World 
Heritage Committee for national 
Government endorsement and ap-
proval 

4,6,9,10 1

Resource PNG National World  
Heritage Committee and Secretariat  
for effective and better communica-
tion and implementation of heritage 
programmes with regional & interna-
tional partners for sharing of informa-
tion & data

1,2,6,8 1 1

Facilitate education and awareness 
programmes and activities with local 
communities, provincial government 
and national government agencies 
and other key stakeholders for sites 
on the World Heritage Tentative List

1,2,4,6,7 2 1 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

PEZ, Papua 
New Guinea, 
National Com-
mission, NCC

WH Fund, 
WTMA, 
DEWHA,DEC 
(PNG)

WT 
MA 
Kakadu NP

2010 - 
2012

Planned Partici  pation 
in Periodic Report-
ing Training Work-
shop (Cairns, 2011) 
by DESWPaC and Wet 
Tropics Management 
Authority in Australia.

PNG, National 
Commission, 
NCC

WH Fund,  PNG 
National Com-
mission, NCC, 
DEWHA, DEC

PNG, Port  
Moresby

2010 
-2012 Planned.

DEC, NCC, 
National Com-
mission, UPNG, 
TPA, NM & AG

National stake-
holders – AEC, 
NCC, National 
Commission

PNG, 
Port Moresby/DEC 2010

Planned Establish-
ment of PNG National 
(World) Heritage Com-
mittee to be formalised 
and names of members 
to be published in of-
ficial gazette.

DEC DEWHA, DEC DEC – PNG 2010

Planned AFIT and 
PPSLP funding 
 secured for PNG’s  
initial National  
Heritage Program of 
Work (PoW).

DEC

WH Fund, 
DEWHA, DEC, 
NGOs, National 
Commission

Prov-Govt,  
communities

2010-
2015

Planned Establishment 
of the Secretariat for the 
National (World) Heri-
tage Committee within 
DEC.
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5958

 
Review and update for World  
Heritage Tentative List sites on  
PNG’s tentative list

3 1

Initiate Education and Awareness 
Activities around sites on PNG’s  
tentative list

3, 5 1 2

Develop a two-year mentorship  
project whereby a DEC Heritage  
Officer will, under guidance,  
undertake a management planning 
process aimed at fulfilling the World 
Heritage Committee’s 2008 recom-
mendations relating to the Kuk Early 
Agricultural Site.

2, 4, 
5, 6, 
9

1 1

With funding assistance from  
National Stakeholders, DEC through 
Heritage Secretariat Office will facili-
tate for a consultant to be engaged 
to undertake and develop a Man-
agement Planning process aimed at 
fulfilling the World Heritage Manage-
ment Committee’s 2008 recommen-
dations relating to the Management 
Plan for Kuk World Heritage Site.

1

Development of Institutional  
Arrangements for the implementation 
of the World Heritage Convention

5 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Completed Data analysis 
for 7 sites on the Tenta-
tive List ongoing.

Planned.

PNG DEC with 
funding & men-
torship support 
from DEWHA

DEWHA Kuk Early 
Agr. Site

DEC,  
PNG, Kuk, 
Varirata Na-
tional Park

2010-
2012 Planned.

Planned.

Planned.

In
it

ia
ti

v
e

 t
a

k
e

n
 b

y
: 

In
te

n
d

e
d

 f
u

n
d

in
g

 

so
u

rc
e

s 

S
ta

te
s 

P
a

rt
ie

s 
co

n
ce

rn
e

d
 

V
e

n
u

e

P
ro

p
o

se
d

 t
im

e
fr

a
m

e
 

Im
p

le
m

e
n

ta
ti

o
n

 S
ta

tu
s



6160

 

Enhancing local communities’  
awareness of the benefits of  
preserving their cultural and  
natural heritage

2 2 1

Increasing in-country capacity at  
all levels in a way that takes into 
account and recognises traditional 
knowledge and conservation  
practices for land, air and sea.

4 2 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

HPO 2010/ 
2011

The inscription of  
Bikini World Heritage 
site in 2010 contributed 
to discussions between 
pacific Islands nations 
about World Heritage 
sites and the nomination 
/inscription process at 
Micronesia Endowment 
for Historic Preservation 
Meeting (July, RMI, 2011).

HPO 2010/ 
2011

RMI has engaged Bikinian 
elders and youth in the 
Management Committee 
and generated discussion 
about perceived and real 
benefits from Bikini’s status 
as a WH site. The Manage-
ment Committee is largely 
comprised of members of 
the Bikinian community.  
RMI HPO hosted ICH Safe-
guarding Workshop and 
gathered 30 representa-
tives from outer atolls, tra-
ditional experts and artists 
and community leaders to 
discuss and strategize pres-
ervation and protecting of 
traditional knowledge.
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Developing in-country  
heritage expertise 5 2 1

Building partnerships between 
communities, heritage agencies, 
regional organisations, educational 
institutions and non-governmental 
organisations in the region

6 2 1

Assisting communities to develop  
and implement environmentally  
sustainable economic growth through 
heritage-related enterprises

7 2 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

HPO 2010/ 
2011

RMI sent RMI Bikini Local 
Government to training on 
World Heritage Convention 
and HPO staff to UNITAR 
training.  RMI continues to 
send staff from Bikini Atoll 
local government and RMI 
HPO to trainings offering 
skills and knowledge in cul-
tural resource management.

HPO 2010/ 
2011

RIM HPO has a strong 
relation ship with HPO 
throughout the Pacific, as 
well as several international 
institutions and the U.S. Na-
tional Park service.  We also 
partner with local non-profit 
organisations, the local 
museum, to build capacity 
for all aspects of cultural 
heritage management.

HPO 2010/ 
2011

RMI HPO has requested 
assistance for a “feasibility 
study” to look at poten-
tialities for sustainable 
tourism at Bikini Atoll local 
government.
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Implementation of the Management 
Plan of Bikini Atoll Nuclear Tests site, 
World Heritage Site in RMI

1. Soliciting international professional 
interest in an underwater survey of 
Bikini Atoll, the Unexploded Ordi-
nance, oil and an archaeological 
inventory

2.  Terrestrial survey of Bikini Atoll for 
land resources, historic structures, 
etc.

3.  Soliciting funding to archive  
the material culture from the site, 
including documents, photographs 
and relevant documentation from 
the testing.

4.  Web site, which would provide  
visitor access to the remote site.

5.  Continued education/involvement 
of Bikiniians in Bikini Atoll WHS, 
trips featuring elders and youth to 
the atoll.

2 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

HPO 2010/ 
2011
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Undertake a comparative analysis of 
natural values for the two tentative 
list sites to establish OUV 

3,5 1

Hold an in-country workshop on prepa-
ration of the nomination dossier 3 2 1

Hold an in-country workshop on 
preparation of a management plan 4 2 1

Develop WH awareness materials for 
schools and communities 5 1 2

Completion of periodic report on 
the conservation state of East Ren-
nell World Heritage site, and Retro-
spective Statement of Outstanding 
Universal Values

1,2, 
3,9 1 1 1 1

Compile a comprehensive cultural 
site Data-base

2,3, 
4,5, 
8,9

1 1 1 1 1

Establish national and provincial leg-
islation for protection of cultural and 
natural heritage, including policy 
frameworks, processes and regula-
tions

9 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Completed in 2011.

Completed.

Ministry 
of Culture 
and Tour-
ism

National 
and World 
Heritage 
Fund

2014

MCT, 
MECM, 
RenBel 
Prov

National, 
WWF, 
POWPA, 
DEWHA

2013

National Cultural Policy 
under preparation which 
includes a thematic area 
for the development of 
legislations that addresses 
cultural heritage issues.
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World Heritage & Protected Area 
Governance strengthening at  
tri levels (National, Provincial,  
East Rennell community) 

2 1 2

Promotion of heritage through  
national, provincial and local tourism  
& marketing plans

7 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Nat. Com.
MCT, 
MECM, 
RenBel 
Prov, East 
Rennell

DEWHA 2013
Improved national institutional 
network and support in terms 
of finances by the national 
government, technical skilled 
human resources, and research 
and inventory.  Need to have 
buffer zone in the western 
part of the property. Need to 
have the proposed Provincial 
Ordinance that aims at regulat-
ing the management of the 
property be in place.  Threat 
from logging on the west side 
of the property is evident that 
might have adversely affect on 
some values of the property. 
Management of property by 
government agents to be on 
site rather than from Honiara.  
To ensure that the Stop No-
tice dated 8rd August 2011 
given by MECDM is uphold 
by the logging company.  To 
revisit the existing Manage-
ment Plan and submit it to 
cabinet for endorsement.  To 
further strengthen the existing 
mechanisms that are either not 
working or not doing enough 
to contribute to the manage-
ment of the site.

Nat. Com, 
MCT, 
MECM, 
RenBel 
Prov, East 
Rennell

DEWHA 2013
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Build a strategic plan for culture  
and national cultural policy

2,4, 
6,7, 
8

1

Develop management plans for  
heritage sites

2,6, 
7,9 1 1 1 1

Establish a national register of  
sites and surveys

1,2, 
6,7 1 1 1 1

Seek technical and financial  
assistance for the development of  
a nomination of cultural sites

3 1

Seek technical and financial  
assistance for the development of  
a protective mechanism for  
the whale sanctuary

4 1

Create World Heritage awareness 
and educational materials for  
communities

2 2 1

Hold a training workshop in  
World Heritage for government 
agencies involved in cultural  
and natural heritage

5 1

Prepare a nomination for a site  
on the tentative list 3 1
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Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Ministry of Education 
and Culture, Tonga 
Tradition, SPC

Local and World 
Heritage Fund 2011 Ongoing.

Ministry of Education 
and Culture, Tonga 
Tradition committee, 
Communities

2012 Ongoing.

Ministry of Education 
and Culture, Tonga 
Tradition

2013 Ongoing.

Australia 2010 Ongoing.

Ongoing.
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Strengthen capacity of State  
Party to implement the World 
 Heritage Convention 

2 1

Develop a National Heritage 
 Action Plan (technical assistance) 4 1

Heritage and tourism training for 
World Heritage site managers 7 1

Assistance for the development  
of the Roi Mata Cultural Tour to im-
prove income generation

7 2 1

A
c

to
r

 A
c

ti
v

it
ie

s 
a

t 
N

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

le
v

e
l

C
o

rr
e

sp
o

n
d

in
g

 M
a

in
  

A
c

ti
o

n
 

C
re

d
ib

il
it

y

C
o

n
se

rv
a

ti
o

n

C
a

p
a

c
it

y
 B

u
il

d
in

g

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
a

ti
o

n

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

V
A

N
U

A
T

U

Corresponding Strategic Objectives

Australia 2010
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❏

To develop competence in World Heritage Issues by nurturing a pool of internationally recog-
nized experts and advisors in National Heritage Conservation matters from the Pacific Island 
states.

To offer and conduct regional formally recognized of study as a means to achieving national best 
practices in the conservation of sites of significance for Pacific Island States.

❏

❏

The goals will be achieved by:

 
conventions

 
levels of expertise.

World Heritage Processes.

Conservation Processes.  

Cultural Heritage Safeguarding Practices. 

-
nized workshop modules offered to the Pacific region articulating into university accredited 
undergraduate qualifications. 

 
and expertise.

Heritage in Young Hands training Kits. National kits
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❏

University accredited post-graduate qualifications in archeology, anthropology, sustainable 
heritage tourism, Environment and Climate change specialists. Conservation of sites and land-
scapes, tangible and intangible cultural heritage management. 

❏

National Government Policy makers, Foreign Affairs, Community leaders, Site Managers and 
Practitioners, Developing potential heritage professionals through youth development

❏

Representatives from Ministries of Finance, National Planning, Politicians, Ministers for Heritage, 
Environment and Culture.

❏

Workshop modules 

Hands on, on-site mentoring attachments with local communities

Observation, case studies Models of good practices

Internet and distance and learning

In country training and attachment and cultural exchange 

❏

»   Deakin University Pacific Training CD’s to be revised with copies translated into  
Pacific Island languages.

»   Nuie Charter  
ICOMOS Pasifika Training plan 
SPREP Action plan on biodiversity 

»   PIMA Code of Ethics

»   Bournemouth WH Training courses. 
USP Community Conservation, Cultural Heritage. 
Hiroshima. ACCU Japan 
UNEP Action plan for Climate change
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❏

On line through Pacific Heritage Network – One stop shop for culture in the Pacific.  
(PIMA, ICOMOS Pasifika, PARBICA, SPC, UNESCO)

PACIFIC MODULES OR UNITS

Introduction to UNESCO Convention and Implication of ratifying 

including:

❏
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❏

 Convention on Biodiversity links with WH 1972

 LINKS UNESCO programs

 Man and the Biosphere Program (UNESCO)

 Climate change UNEP, SPREP programs

❏

 Regional Universities 

 USP IAS, History politics

 Japan ACCU Unitar

 Museums 

 ICOMOS Pasifika

 IUCN Oceania

 NGOS (WWF, WCS, CI, RARE)

 China, Bangkok, Unitar Hiroshima

❏

  Coordination by strengthening and resourcing through ICOMOS Pasifika in establishing a 
regional course Advisory board criteria developed by Pacific WH member states and partners

regional levels. Proposed training? Training that has been completed and competency with 
In-depth Training Needs Analysis.

-
servation.

Pacific World Heritage Funds.

regional universities, i.e. USP, Deakin University. Looking towards long term sustainability for 
regional courses to be run.

three year plan (for political commitment into Nation Plans and SID’s follow up plans and for 
scholarships)

Conference 2009 for sub regional consultants). 
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Dr. Kathrine Feros

Assistant Director Heritage Policy Section
Department of Sustainable Environment, Water, Heritage & the Arts
GPO Box 787, Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia
Telephone: (+61) 2 6274 2002
Mobile: (+61) 407 060 173
Fax: (+61) 6274 2092
Email: kate.feros@environment.gov.au 

Mr Peni Cavuilagi

Director, Department of National Heritage, Culture & Arts

Telephone: (+679) 3316955
Mobile: (+679) 9427797
Fax: (+679) 3310357
Email: peni_cav@yahoo.com.au 

Ms. Adi Meretui Ratunabuabua

Principal Cultural Development Officer 
Department of National Heritage, Culture & Arts

Suva, Fiji
Ph: (+679) 330 6349
Fax: (+679) 331 0357
Email: mereculture@hotmail.com  

Mr. Natan Itonga

Cultural Officer
Culture Department, Ministry of Internal and Social Affairs
GP.O. Box 308 Bikenibeu, South Tarawa, Kiribati
Telephone: (+686) 28283
Mobile: (+686) 62906
Email: natitonga@hotmail.com 

mailto:feros@environment.gov.au
mailto:cav@yahoo.com.au
mailto:mereculture@hotmail.com
mailto:natitonga@hotmail.com
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Ms. Josepha Maddison

Deputy Historic Preservation Officer,
Ministry of Internal Affairs
Majuro, Marshall Islands
Telephone: (+692) 625 4476
Mobile: (+692) 450 5280
Fax: (+692) 625 4476
Email: jojeba@gmail.com 

Ms. Christina deBrum

Foreign Service Office
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
P.O. Box1349 Majuro, Marshall Islands 96960
Telephone: (+692) 625 3181
Mobile: (+692) 455 0245
Fax: (+692) 625 4979
Email: christinadebrum@gmail.com 

Mrs. Jennie Solomon 

Manager of Culture Division
Government Offices, Meneng District
Republic of Nauru
Telephone: (+674) 557 3510
Mobile: (+674) 557 3129

Mrs. Fatima Maria Teabuge 

Research and Archive Officer
Nauru Culture Division
Telephone: (+674) 557 3510
Mobile: (+674) 557 3129
Email: fatima.teabuge@naurugov.nr

Ms. Annie Wheeler

Senior Advisor International
Department of Conservation
Conservation House, 18-32 Manners St, Wellington, New Zealand
Telephone: +064 9 3074843
Mobile: +064 27 294 2194
Fax: +064 9 377 9219
Email: a_wheeler@doc.govt.nz 

mailto:jojeba@gmail.com
mailto:christinadebrum@gmail.com
mailto:teabuge@naurugov.nr
mailto:wheeler@doc.govt.nz
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Ms. Susan Isaacs

National Commission Officer
New Zealand National Commission for UNESCO
Ministry of Education
P.O. Box 1666, Wellington, New Zealand
Telephone: (+644) 463 8600 
Fax: (+644) 463 8613
Email: Susan.Isaacs@minedu.govt.nz 

Mr Richard Waiwai

Pou Kura Taiao (Indigenous Ethichs Conservation Manager)
Department of Conservation, Waikato Conservancy
Telephone: +07 858 1000
Mobile: +640274 535 431
Fax: +07 858 1001
Email: rwaiwai@doc.govtnz

Ms. Moira Enetama

Manager, Department of Cultural Heritage
Department of Niue Cultural Heritage
PO Box 73, Fugamouga, Alofi, Niue
Tel (683) 4138 or 4656 Fax (683) 4010
Email: moira.enetama@mail.gov.nu

Mr. Logopati Seumanu

Environment Conservation Officer
Department of Environment
PO Box 80 Alofi, Niue
Tel (683) 4138 or 4656 Fax (683) 4010
Email: Logo.Seumanu@mail.gov.nu 

Hon. Faustina K Rehuher-Marugg

Minister of Community and Cultural Affairs
Government of Republic of Palau
Telephone: (+680) 767 1126
Fax: (+680) 767 3354
Email: imuul@palaunet.com; mcca@palaunet.com 

mailto:Isaacs@minedu.govt.nz
mailto:rwaiwai@doc.govtnz
mailto:enetama@mail.gov.nu
mailto:Seumanu@mail.gov.nu
mailto:imuul@palaunet.com
mailto:mcca@palaunet.com
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Mr. Dwight Alexander

Director, Bureau of Arts and Culture, MCCA
Government of Republic of Palau
Telephone: (+680) 488 2489
Fax: (+680) 488 2657
Email: delbochel@gmail.com; mcca@palaunet.com 

Mr. Jim Onga

Senior World Heritage Program Officer 
National World Heritage Secretariat, PNG
Department of Environment Conservation
P.O. Box 6601 Boroko NCD, Port Moresby, PNG 

Fax: (+675) 325 0182
Email: jonga@dec.gov.pg  

Mr. Vagi Renagi Genorupa

National (World) Heritage Secretariat
Department of Environment Conservation
P.O. Box 6601 Boroko NCD, Port Moresby, PNG 
Telephone: (+675) 3234 538
Fax: (+675) 3250 182

Taule’ale’ausumai Laavasa Malua

Chief Executive Officer
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
Apia, Samoa
Telephone (+685) 23800
Fax (+685) 23176
Email: taulealea.malua@mnre.gov.ws

Mrs Sina Ah Poe Malietoa

ACEO Culture
Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture
Apia, Samoa

Email: s.ahpoe@mesc.gov.ws 

mailto:delbochel@gmail.com
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Monday 5th September 2011

 9.00 - 10.00 Welcome Speech

1.   Taulealeausumai Laavasa Malua,  
CEO, Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment of Samoa (MNRE)

2.  Opening prayer by Rev. Nuuausala Siaosi, 
Apia Protestant Church

3.  Mr. Kishore Rao, Director, World Heritage 

Pacific Unit)

10.00 - 10.30 Keynote Address
Faumuina Tiatia Liuga,  
Honorable Acting Prime Minister

10.30 - 11.00 Morning tea

11.00 - 11.30 Presentation
Mr Ron Van Oers, Coordinator  
of SIDS Programme, World  
Heritage Centre

11.30 – 12.30
Item 1:  
Country Reports

1. Tuvalu
2. Tonga
3. Solomon Islands
4. Samoa

12.30 – 1.30 Lunch

 1.30 – 3.00 (continued)

5. Palau
6. New Zealand
7. Nauru
8. Marshall Islands
9. Kiribati

3.00 – 3.30 Afternoon tea

3.30 – 5.30 (continued)

10.  Fiji
11. FSM
12.  France (French Polynesia  

& New Caledonia)
13. Australia

 6.00 – 8.00  Welcome reception
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Tuesday 6th September 2011

9.00 – 10.00

10.00-10.30

Item 2:  
Periodic Reporting

1.  Presentation (Overview of Periodic 
Reporting exercise for Asia and the 
Pacific) by Mr Feng Jing

2.  Presentation by Mr Paul Richard  
Dingwall, Mentor of Periodic  
Reporting exercise

3.  Discussions based on countries’  
Periodic Reporting outcomes

10.30 - 11.00 Morning tea

11.00 - 12.30
Item 3:  
Pacific Heritage  
Action Plan

1.  Presentation (Summary presentation 
on the implementation of Action Plan 
for Asia and the Pacific) by Mr Feng 
JING

2.  Discussions based on SP’s progress  
on the Action Plan

12.30 – 1.30 Lunch

 1.30 – 3.00 Country Reports

1. Niue
2. Vanuatu
3. PNG

Pacific Heritage Action Plan  
Discussions continue

3.00 – 3.30 Afternoon tea

3.30 – 5.00

Item 4:  
Integrated application  
of International Conven-
tions (2001 UCH, 2003 ICH, 
Biodiversity, Ramsar, etc)

1.  Presentation by Dr Akatsuki Takahashi, 
Programme Specialist for Culture, 
UNESCO Office for the Pacific States, 
Integrated Application on the Conven-
tions in Culture in the Pacific

2.  Dr Jan Steffen, IUCN International,  
on Environment-related Conventions

3. Discussion

 5.00 – 6.00  Drafting Group (report)
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Wednesday 7h September 2011

FIELD TRIP

Thursday 6th September 2011

 9.00 - 10.30

Item 5:  
Reflection on World  
Heritage in the Pacific  
as background to Pacific 
Heritage Hub (PHH)

1 Introduction by Dr Anita Smith

2.  Presentation by NZ on the outcome and 
follow up of Tongariro Workshop in 2007

3.  Presentation by Australia on the outcome 
and follow up of Cairns Workshop in 2008

4.  Presentation by French Polynesia on  
the outcome and follow up of Maupiti 
Workshop in 2009'

10.30 - 11.00 Morning tea

11.00 - 12.30
Item 6: 
Report on Scoping  
Study for PHH 

1.  Introduction by Mr. Kevin Petrini,  
Programme Specialist for Science,  
UNESCO Office for the Pacific States

2.  Presentation by Mr. Peter Thomas,  
Tierra Mar

3. Discussion

12.30 - 1.30 Lunch

1.30 - 3.00
Item 7:  
Group Discussions

Ways of Improving Implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention in the Pacific 
(and other topics on specific issues to be 
emerged from previous days’ sessions)

3.00 – 3.30 Afternoon tea

3.30 – 5.30 (continued)

5.00 - 6.00 Drafting group (report)
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Friday 6th September 2011

9.00 - 10.30 (continued)
Presentation of outcomes  
of group discussions

10.30 - 11.00 Morning tea

11.00 - 12.30

Item 8:  
Pacific Representation  
at the World Heritage  
Committee

Joint Presentation by  
Australia & New Zealand

12.30 - 1.30 Lunch

1.30 - 3.00
Summary of the  
workshop Closing

Presentation by representa-
tive of a drafting group By 
UNESCO and Chairperson

3.00 - 3.30 Farewell afternoon tea

Shelter on Bikini Atoll, Marshall archipelago © UNESCO
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Honourable Acting Prime Minister,
Honourable Ministers of Finance, Culture and Education,  
Distinguished Mr Taulealeausumai Laavasa Malua, Chief Executive Officer, Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment of Samoa, 
Honourable Representatives from the Pacific region, 
Dear Colleagues and friends, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Talofa, good morning!

It is an honour and a great pleasure for me to represent the UNESCO World Heritage Centre at 
this UNESCO Pacific World Heritage Workshop. On behalf of it Director Mr Kishore RAO (who un-
fortunately cannot attend this meeting due to other prior commitment), I would like to convey 
our greetings and congratulations to this important meeting and our gratitude to those who 
made it possible through their efforts and hard work. In particular, I would like to congratulate 
and thank the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Samoa, the Samoa National 
Heritage Coordinating Committee and the Government of Australia, who provided funding for 
the organization of this  regional meeting. 

As you all know, the 1972 World Heritage Convention provides a unique framework to protect and 
manage irreplaceable common heritage of humankind. The aim of the World Heritage Convention, 
adopted by UNESCO’s General Conference on 16 November 1972 in Paris, is to safeguard heritage 
of “Outstanding Universal Value” for future generations. For almost 40 years now, countries from all 
over the world have been working in a spirit of international cooperation towards the identifica-
tion, protection and presentation of cultural and natural heritage properties of “Outstanding Uni-
versal Value”. In doing so, the peoples of each nation, the decision-makers at international, national 
and local levels, and more particularly local communities, have become aware of the tremendous 
wealth and diversity of our World Heritage.

The inter-linkages between culture and nature and heritage diversity are notions that are hard to 
grasp without examples. So the World Heritage List was created by the inter-governmental World 
Heritage Committee, to identify the best of the best …exemplars of what we all can understand to 
represent the distillation of collective human creative genius tempered with knowledge born out 
of humankind’s abilities to exchange and dialogue with other cultures and nature.  

The World Heritage List is a means of acknowledging sites that are of such an importance in terms 
of Outstanding Universal Value. 
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To date, 187 States Parties have ratified the World Heritage Convention, which makes it the most uni-
versal international legal instrument in the field of heritage conservation. As of July 2011, there have 
been 936 cultural and natural World Heritage properties. These include 725 cultural, 183 natural and 
28 mixed properties in 153 States Parties. Out of these, 205 World Heritage properties are situated in 
the Asia and the Pacific Region, including 143 cultural, 52 natural and 10 mixed properties. 

As you are aware, in July 2003, based on the needs expressed by the Pacific States Parties in their 
Periodic Report, a regional programme for the Pacific, called “World Heritage Pacific 2009” was 
developed and approved by the World Heritage Committee at its 27th session in Paris. The main 
objectives of the Programme are to ensure the ratification of the World Heritage Convention by all 
the Pacific countries (so far 14 out of a total of 16, only Nauru and Tuvalu are yet to adhere to the 
1972 World Heritage Convention, but they are present in the meeting), improve the representa-

tion of the region on the World Heritage List and build capacity in implementing the Convention 
and conservation heritage properties. 

On this occasion, I would like to congratulate the following States Parties who have sites inscribed 
on the World Heritage List in the most recent years. They are: 

Kuk Early Agricultural site (2008);

Chief Roi Mata’s Domain (2008);

Australian Convict sites (2010)

Phoenix Islands Protected Area (2010); 

Bikini Atoll (2010); and 

Ningaloo Coast Area (2011).

In the framework of implementing the Pacific 2009 Programme, UNESCO (the World Heritage Cen-
tre and UNESCO Apia Office) has already been working to strengthen the implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention in the Pacific region. As a result of continuous support from UNESCO, 
the above tangible outcomes are demonstrated by an increase in the number of World Heritage 
properties and sites that have been added to national Tentative Lists for World Heritage inscription, 
and on-going capacity-building activities and regional training workshops implemented between 
2004 and 2010 in Cairns (Australia), Tongariro National Park (New Zealand), to mention but a few. 

These of course include the development and adoption of Pacific World Heritage Action Plan 

2010-2015 at Maupiti (French Polynesia) in November 2009. This document was presented as 
part of the working document on the Progress Report of the first cycle of Periodic Reporting for 
the 34th  and 35th sessions of the World Heritage Committee which took place in Brasilia in July 
2010 and in Paris in June 2011. At the same time, the Committee decided to launch the second 
cycle of Periodic Reporting in Asia and the Pacific regional and requested the States Parties in the 
region to actively participate in this process. 

Meanwhile, the World Heritage Committee has also initiated other programmes in support of 
heritage conservation in the Pacific region, for instance, the World Heritage Programme for Small 
Islands Developing States (SIDS, 2005) and the World Heritage Marine Programme (2005), were 
adopted in Durban, South Africa in July 2005.  
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As part of the on-going Periodic Reporting exercise, the current Workshop will bring together 
around 72 national representatives and experts from 16 State Parties of the Pacific, as well as 
some State Parties with their territories in the Pacific (French Polynesia, New Caledonia) together 
with key regional partners such as ICOMOS Pacifika, IUCN Oceania, Pacific Islands Museum Asso-
ciation (PIMA), Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), Secretariat of 
the Pacific Community (SPU) and University of the South Pacific (USP) as well as other important 
observers and community representatives. The meeting will review progress made and discuss 
the implementation of the Pacific World Heritage Action Plan (2010-2015) in view of the second 
cycle of the Periodic Reporting process and its follow-up in the Pacific. 

I am sure that the workshop will provide an opportunity to discuss other important related is-
sues including, knowledge management, capacity building and sustainable funding mechanisms 
implemented through the project “Pacific Heritage Hub” (PHH), and integrated application of the 
UNESCO conventions in the field of safeguarding heritage as well as the Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) Programme and a newly approved operational project to be funded under UNESCO-
Japan Funds-In-Trust cooperation. 

The outcome of this Workshop will include a draft recommendation from the Pacific region to 
the World Heritage Committee on the prioritized action points as part of the on-going Periodic 
Reporting exercise. 

At a time when the impact of globalization on the world’s cultural diversity and the effect of Cli-
mate Change are being increasingly felt, UNESCO attaches particular importance to the need to 
protect cultural and bio-diversity and safeguard the world’s tangible and intangible cultural heri-
tage. In order to generate respect towards all civilizations and therefore peace, we have no choice 
but to understand “inter-culturality” in all its dimensions, particularly in view of the shared Pacific 
traditional knowledge and values. 

It is my hope that this regional meeting will present an opportunity for exchange of experiences and 
concerns on issues of World Heritage site conservation and management in the Pacific States Parties, 
as we are in the mid-point of implementing Pacific Action Plan and it is high time to take stock of the 
progress made. I also expect that the meeting will succeed in identifying and prioritizing concrete 
action points to be taken to implement the remainder of Action Plan 2010-2015 over the course of 
next three years, and in conjunction with the on-going Periodic Reporting process. 

I take this opportunity to express, on behalf of UNESCO and the World Heritage Centre, our sincere 
appreciation for the efforts and the dedication of all participating Member States in this important 
meeting and for their excellent work in the implementation of the 1972 World Heritage Convention. 

Finally, I wish this regional meeting the most successful one with the commitment of you all. 

 Thank you for your kind attention!
Faafetai lava!
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Rev. Siaosi Nuuausala, Apia Protestant Church
Honorable Ministers, 
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen

Let me extend to you all a warm welcome to our country. Talofa! Malo Afio Mai !

A warm welcome to the Hon. Minister for Cultural Affairs from Palau Hon. Faustina Rehuher –  

The Government of Samoa is honoured to host this important meeting in Apia and I am delighted 
to be here today to open the Pacific World Heritage Workshop under the theme “Pacific Heritage 
for Today & Tomorrow”. 

The protection of our World’s Natural & Cultural Heritage is not only our obligation to the past, but 
also our duty to the future. The land, monuments, culture, traditions, etc which our ancestors have 
left us are the living proof and testimony to the history of peoples and to the factors which shaped 
their identity. These go beyond the passage of time. They are symbols, both national and universal, 
in the same way that the messages we draw from them are universal.

This week’s Workshop on Pacific heritage is closely linked to the promotion of dialogue between cul-
tures; as it is culture that brings people closer, contributes to mutual understanding, and is a safeguard 
of peace. These outstanding concepts give us all the right to feel proud of our Pacific heritage. 

Some of us here are familiar with the history and origin of the World Heritage Convention. We are 
reminded of the ground-breaking initiative of UNESCO when, in 1959, it launched an international 
campaign to safeguard Egyptian cultural heritage sites. It was an attempt to save the Abu Simbel 
temples in the Nile Valley, which were threatened with flooding as a result of the construction of 
the Aswan High Dam. This effort paved the road for the convention on the protection of cultural 
heritage.

In 1972, the World Heritage Convention was then adopted for the protection of the World Cultural 
and Natural Heritage to ensure that effective and active measurements are taken for the protec-
tion, conservation and presentation of the cultural and natural heritage in the world.

This 4th Pacific World Heritage Workshop brings together a good number of experts from 16 Pacific 
Member States as well as those from Member States with their territories in the Pacific (France and 
USA) and with regional partners such as ICOMOS Pacifika, IUCN Oceania in Suva, PIMA, Conserva-
tion International, SPREP, SPC, USP, NUS, etc. to discuss Pacific heritage, with the following goals:
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The first is to review progress on the implementation of the Pacific Heritage Action Plan (2010 
– 2015). How has it contributed to the protection of natural and cultural heritage in the Pacific? 
What progress has been made in the development of appropriate national and regional heritage 
protection legislation and practices? Has progress been made in building the capacity at local and 
regional levels for the management of World Heritage cultural and natural sites?

The second goal is to discuss ways to increase the visibility of Pacific heritage sites under the World 
Heritage List and in UNESCO's activities in this area. We hope that promoting the Convention in this 
way will lead to new activities to ensure long-term conservation as well as increasing awareness of 
the need to preserve not just the World Heritage but more importantly our own Pacific heritage.

The third main goal is to mobilize financial support for specific actions and identify fresh oppor-
tunities relating to the implementation of the World Heritage Convention in the region. I see that 
there’s an opportunity to discuss the Pacific Heritage Hub one of the objective of which is to ensure 
sustainable funding for the heritage preservation. We hope to create synergies between the Pacific 
and World Heritage stakeholders and to encourage the development of targeted partnerships for 
site protection and presentation. Also I see an opportunity to explore viable options regarding 
Pacific representation in the World Heritage Committee.

Since its adoption in 1972, the Convention has made an important contribution to the identifica-
tion and protection of natural and cultural heritage sites considered to be of Outstanding Univer-
sal Value (OUV) to humanity. However, ensuring these World Heritage sites sustain the OUV for 
which they have been designated is an increasingly complex challenge, especially for small islands 
states like us.  

Among 936 World Heritage Sites on the World List, only 5 are from the Pacific islands countries, not 
counting those in NZ and Australia.  The Pacific is therefore ranked the lowest and under-repre-
sented on the World Heritage List as compared to other regions like Asia, Europe, etc. 

There are also emerging issues. Among 936 World Heritage sites, 35 have been formally declared 
as World Heritage in Danger.  Many other World Heritage sites face threats to their long-term in-
tegrity and survival. 

It is therefore vital to mobilize resources and expand existing levels of technical, administrative 
expertise and financial assistance to safeguard the proper management of these outstanding sites, 
especially for our small islands states. 

Cultural heritage are also shared resources and wealth. It belongs to the country as well as its peo-
ple. The people, therefore, have their shares of responsibility to protect, manage and promote their 
very own cultural heritage. The conservation of such should be a total participation of the country 
from both the government, on a strategic and directional level, as well as from the community on 
a participative and co-operative level.

It is a common practice in other parts of the world (such as Europe) that cultural heritage conserva-
tion is championed by non-government and private sectors. The government is only responsible 
for conserving and maintaining the heritage properties while private enterprises manage and op-
erate them.  
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In Samoa like other islands in the Pacific, our heritage sites and properties are located mainly within 
customary lands owned by traditional owners (i.e. communal land). Thus, management and opera-
tions are controlled by village councils and chiefs, matais, etc.

The Government’s role is mainly to put in place measures to help ensure its sustainability and pro-
tection.

Thus, the preservation of natural and cultural heritage should be a total participation of the country 
from both the government and the community. The government, private sectors and commu-
nities can collaborate successfully and mutually benefit, providing a healthy development for cul-
tural heritage protection and therefore a sustainable economic prospect. 

Notwithstanding such economic benefits, however, instances of cultural heritage being damaged 
in the name of development seem frequently unavoidable. Cultural heritage is history, and once 
ruined, they cannot be restored.  It is our responsibility to ensure proper action to mitigate such 
risks and reconcile heritage conservation and development.

Thanks to the efforts of Pacific member states, most of the Pacific island countries are now state 
parties to the Convention and an increasing number of Pacific sites are inscribed on the World 
Heritage List under the framework of the Pacific World Heritage Action Plan.

I am also pleased to note the Pacific Vision highlighted in the Pacific World Heritage Action Plan and 
some of the achievements since the creation of the previous Pacific 2009 programme, including:

-
cated, through the “Pacific Appeal”,

-
mentation of the Pacific World Heritage Action Plan such as Tongariro in 2004, Cairns in 2008 
and Maupiti in 2009.

In this regard, I welcome the work ahead on safeguarding pacific heritage. I would strongly encour-
age all of us participants to make use of this opportunity to share your countries’ experience and 
exchange of views and perceptions on heritage conservation and our collective way forward into 
the global agenda.

Whether you are above or below the equator, whether we live in cities of ten thousand or ten mil-
lion, whether we sit in the mountains or the plains, the arctic’s cold or the Pacific heat, we are all 
committed to the future. We are determined to speak with one voice about that future, and do 
what we must do now in order to protect it for our children. We must continue to work together as 
a region and indeed an entire global community. 
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As Pacific people, we are united by more than geography. We are united by both a concern and 
commitment to preserve and protect our cultural beliefs, traditions, environment and our heritage 
for the future. I believe that means protecting all that we cherish.

When you return to our countries, I hope we can all see this meeting as an opportunity to contrib-
ute more than just our individual share. We must continue to reach out to our neighbours around 
the world, exchange knowledge and expertise, build partnerships, encourage each other, take ad-
vantage of others strengths, and offer to share our own. 

If we do all of that well, we can surely leave our children and grandchildren a safer and secured 
planet with a vastly rich Pacific heritage than we found.

Before I conclude, I would like to thank UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Australian Government, 
UNESCO Office in Apia, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MNRE), Ministry of Educa-
tion , Sports and Culture (MESC), Heritage Coordinating Committee of Samoa and other partners 
for their key role that have brought us together here in Samoa this week.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Tentative List. Hope you enjoy the cultural experience! 

In the period ahead, the Pacific World Heritage Action Plan will place special emphasis on building 
partnerships for World Heritage conservation. We the Pacific shall foster co-operation, and rela-
tions that go beyond the conventional donor-recipient arrangements, and partnerships with other 
countries, intergovernmental organizations and NGOs. We shall seek to work more closely with 
research institutions, trust funds and foundations and individuals who have expressed a keen in-
terest to contribute to Pacific World Heritage conservation.

We have to create a bigger network!

Our emphasis on partnership rests on a balance between duties and rights. We have to shoulder 
our responsibility, both individually and collectively, for preserving and protecting our heritage 
now and in the future. Each of us has his or her share of the common heritage but this right of en-
joyment is joined with corresponding duties – to understand, to protect, to transmit.

We have a collective responsibility to safeguard our common human heritage. It is a responsibility, 
furthermore, that links past, present and future generations in a chain of reciprocity and care.

All the people participating in and supporting this Workshop have demonstrated their affection 
for culture. I believe that this important forum has reinforced the significance of this alliance of 
people from so many different countries, sharing a common vision of culture and a common aim: 
to hand it over to succeeding generations.

With this said, I am pleased to now declare the 4th Pacific World Heritage Workshop officially open!

Have a great week. I look forward to seeing you all again tonight at our welcome reception. 
Thank you and welcome!
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Kuk Site , Papua New Guinea © OUR PLACE The World Heritage Collection

Manono Island, Samoa © UNESCO Apia



104

 1 2

 3 4



105

 5 6

 7 8



106

 1 2

 3 4

 5 6



107

 11 12

 7 8

 9 10



108

 13 

Beach Street at Levuka, Fiji © Wikipedia
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Church at Levuka, Fiji © Wikipedia
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The Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) is a sovereign nation having a special political relation-
ship with the United States referred to as the Compact of Free Association.  The FSM consists of 
607 islands spread through approximately a million square miles in the western Pacific Ocean.  
The 607 islands vary from relatively large high mountainous islands of volcanic origin to small 

Pohnpei and Kosrae.

Linguistic and archeological evidence indicate that about 2 thousand years ago, a group of peo-
ple sharing similar language(s), having some agricultural skills, having extremely sophisticated 
maritime technology and knowledge entered the eastern part of the FSM.  For the next 1500 
years these Austronesian speakers slowly dispersed westward through Kosrae, Pohnpei, Chuuk 

Western contact, development of unique traditions, customs, and languages on each of the four 
main island groups of the FSM occurred as a result of isolation and lack of frequent interaction.

The FSM, conscious of the importance of this cultural heritage very early on passed Title 26 of 
the FSM Code, dealing with the protection and preservation of its history and culture.  The policy 
of the FSM is stated clearly in Title 26:  

It is the policy of the Federated States of Micronesia to protect and preserve the diverse cultural 
heritage for the people of Micronesia and, in furtherance of that policy, to assist in the identifica-
tion and maintenance of those areas, sites, and objects of historical significance with the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia (Title 26, Section 101).

The FSM is also subject to the legislation of the United States for U.S. funded projects with the 
Marshall Islands, specifically the National Historic Preservation Act Section 106. 

Hidden away in the Palau and Western Micronesia archipelagos of the Pacific Ocean around 

huge stone money discs known as rai. Quarried from calcite sites in the Rock islands of Palau, 
the discs were then transported over hundreds of kilometers of open ocean to be eventually 

traditional island exchange network. Still in use today, they are associated with sacred dancing 
grounds and ceremonies related to important community and family events.
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At present there is no World Heritage site in FSM.

The FSM is now focused on preparing documents to put Nan Madol on the Tentative List

There is much need for assistance to building capacity, staffing and financial resources. There is 
some capacity to conserve, protect and present World Heritage properties but significant defi-
ciencies remain. Human resources are inadequate for conservation, protection and presenta-
tion needs of cultural and natural heritage. However, there is some capacity development in 
the management of cultural heritage through the FSM Office of National Archives Culture and 
Historic Preservation (NACH).

The FSM is preparing documents to put Nan Madol on the Tentative List in cooperation with 
international experts.  An assessment mission of Japan Consortium visited Nan Madol in Febru-
ary 2011. Information material on Nan Madol is being finalized by Japan Consortium and FSM.  
A mission of the Director of the UNESCO Apia Office in 2011 has resulted in the provision of a 
financial assistance from UNESCO to support archaeological research and emergency conserva-
tion at Nan Madol site.  Community consultation is planned for the 2nd half of 2011 with assis-
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 Nan Madol, Federated States of Micronesia © NRICPT/S. Shirono
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Currently Nauru does not have any policy or Legislation put in place for the safeguarding of 
Intangible or Tangible Cultural Heritage. Since the establishment of the Culture Department in 
the early 1990’s, the office has since seen some great changes on how the public and the gov-
ernment perceive the organization. Government had established the department with the sole 
purpose of creating a National Museum and for the Culture division to oversee the Museum. 
Over the years the Department has branched out has established itself as playing an imperative 
part in the sustainability of Nauru’s future by ensuring Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage 
is preserved and made available to all Nauruans that will ensure a cohesive and self reliant com-
munity with sustainable livelihoods.

The main objective of the Department is the:

-
guarding and promotion of our heritage for our youths and the future of Nauru

skills, and other relevant subject areas that improve the life-skills of young people using our 
“Egade” (Culture)

Frigate bird and its master, Nauru © UNESCO A.Takahashi
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Included below is the established NSDS for the Culture Unit: 

Strategies Short- term Milestones 2012

Promotion and  
enhancement of traditional 
community leadership

Community leadership programme developed 
and training conducted. Training of community 

participatory decision making.

Review governance structures in communities

Community representatives actively engaged  
in governance and the national development 
process, including the annual budget process.

Conservation and  
preservation of Nauru  
culture, tradition and  
heritage sites

Nauru culture, tradition, heritage sites and  
biodiversity recorded and documented.

National Commission on Language established.

Teaching of Nauru language and culture  
studies introduced in primary schools. 

Conservation and  
preservation of Nauru  
culture, tradition and  
heritage sites

Nauru culture, tradition, heritage sites and  
biodiversity recorded and documented.

National Commission on Language established.

Teaching of Nauru language and culture studies 
introduced in Primary schools.

Promotion and  
conservation of traditional 
culture and knowledge 
through production and 
marketing of handicrafts.

Handicraft training in weaving, carving and  
painting conducted.

Traditional handicrafts marketed and sold in 
outlets.

Strengthening community 
participation and self 
 reliance through  
community projects.

building programmes development.

Training in vegetables farming developed  
& introduced in communities.

Strengthening community 
participation and empower-
ment

 
 programmes developed.

 
actively engaged in community projects.
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Funded by the Japanese Trust in Fund and the UNESCO office, a workshop was initiated in Nauru 
to promote and enhance public awareness for the 2003 UNESCO convention. The Workshop also 
brought visibility of the participants’ interest and motivation to the ratification and implementa-
tion of the Convention, to which Nauru Island has yet to ratify. The participants supported the view 
that the convention may serve as a tool to optimize and strengthen the safeguarding of our ICH.

From the workshop, it was also agreed and had been raised from all participants that:

1.   Nauru has despondently lost most of its Intangible Cultural Heritage and what we have 
now is in danger of being lost.

2.  Our Intangible Cultural Heritage Knowledge needs to be safeguarded and passed on.

3.   Our society needs to work together to achieve the aim of this workshop and that is to 
safeguard our Intangible cultural Heritage.

 

From the workshop, it was agreed from all participants, comprising of Government stakeholders, 
community leaders and local Intangible Cultural Heritage experts agreed that in order to over-
come the above problems the Culture Department and stakeholders should focus on achieving 
the following:

1.  Constructing and establishing a legislation to ‘Protect’ our Intangible Cultural Heritage.

2.   Strengthening the ‘Bond(s)’ between stakeholders – Government, Community and  
Local expert including young and elder Nauruans to share and learn together.

3.  Nauru ratifying the 2003 ICH Convention.

4.  Establishing a Cultural Policy for Government.

5.  Set up the Nauru Language Commission and finalize the issue on ‘written’ Nauruan.

6.  Ensure Intangible Cultural Heritage is incorporated into the National curriculum.

7.  Reviving and promoting of Traditional games.

8.   Establish and ‘Art & Craft’ Centre (Oagin Meg) as a meeting place for promoting our  
Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

Phoenix Islands, Kiribati © UNESCO Ron Van Oers
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Name: Preservation of Nauru Traditional Frigate Bird Catching Sport.

Frigate Bird Catching is a national sport unique to the Nauruans. In a traditional game that required 
skills handed down along privileged lines, wild Frigate birds are lured, caught tended for. This Sport 
is only played amongst the men folk. The traditional sport of Frigate Bird catching is not only a sport 
but more of a way of life for the Nauruans. The champion of the games after the completion of the 
hunting period will be revered and honored as a hero. The sport will test your stamina, courage and 
endurance. The sport is played amongst several different tribes or family, Dodu’s (Extended family 
members). The first team to capture one hundred wild frigate birds is the winner. The individual to 
capture the most or rarest form of frigate bird will revere as the hero of the game. Most of the birds 
caught would be tagged and released back into the wild.  But some are kept as lures for other un-
tagged birds, and these birds are caged and fed by the Frigate Bird hunters.

Frigate Bird catching is still been practiced till this date, but sadly over the years and due to the 
financial constraints that many locals are facing, there are only three remaining Etea (Frigate Bird 
Catching grounds) on the island. Ten years ago, there where more than ten registered Etea on the 
island. The treat that is endangering the sport is the lack of interest amongst the young men of 
today and the financial constraints locals are currently experiencing. One Etea can care for 100 Frig-
ate birds, and these birds have to be fed daily. Each bird can consume up to a bucket of fish a day, 
and with the financial constraints that are faced by many Nauruans, many locals could not afford 
the added financial constraints to tending and caring for these great birds.

Nauru is considering the possibility of submitting the Preservation of Nauru Traditional Frigate 
Bird Catching Sport as a project proposal for UNESCO ICH country projects. Currently the Culture 
Department has been convening with local Etea owners for ways to which we can ratify this prob-
lem. Nauru will be submitting a project proposal request to the UNESCO National Commission to 
assist with the preservation and safeguarding of the Nauru Traditional Frigate Bird catching Sport. 
From this project Nauru hopes to establish a Preservation Site for these birds, hoping to achieve 
the safeguarding and continuity of the National Sport.

Masked Boobies, Phoenix Islands , Kiribati 
© UNESCO  Ron Van Oers

Masked Booby, Phoenix Islands, Kiribati 
© UNESCO Ron Van Oers
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Lagoon, New Caledonia © Eloïse Bresson 

Lagoon,  New Caledonia © Eloïse Bresson 
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Te Wahipounamu, New Zealand © Evergreen 
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Dancers, Niue © UNESCO
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Abai in Palau © Bureau of Arts and Culture of Palau
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Samoan fale © UNESCO Apia

Apolima Island, Samoa © UNESCO
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Fels Cave, Vanuatu © Vanuatu National Cultural Council 
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